Google 



This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 

to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 

to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 

are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other maiginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 

publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing tliis resource, we liave taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 
We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain fivm automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attributionTht GoogXt "watermark" you see on each file is essential for in forming people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liabili^ can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 

at |http: //books .google .com/I 



D,q,i,i.:db,.GoogIe 



D,q,i,i.:db,.GoogIe 



D,q,i,i.:db,.GoogIe 



b,GoogIe 






laitizMbvGoOQ 



U.,:,,l,;.d.,G00gIC 



WORKS 

op 

HENRY FIELDING, ESQ. 

AN ESSAY 
HIS LIFE AND GENIUS, 

BY ARTHUR MURPHY, ESQ. 
A NEW EDITION, IN TEN VOLUMES. 



Vol. VIII. 



LONDON: 

Printed loi J. Jofaiuon ; J. If i«hali sod Sod ; R^ B^dwin; F. and C. Kringtan ; 
Olridge and Son; V/.J.ani 3. BichordHD ; R. Fanlder ; G. Nical uid Sou ; 
T. FajDC ; W. lAwndej ; Wilkie Mid RotNiiaaD i O^vie M)d Son ; ScUcbenJ 
and. LettetmaD ; Lbdci and Newman ; J. Walker ; Veinor and Hood ; R. Lea ; 
J. Numii LackingtoD, Allen, and Co.; Catbetl and Martin ; Wjnne and 
Son; C.Iaw; Longman, Honf, Reel, and Oime j Csdell and Daviei; T. 
looker ; S. B^Mct ; J. ISuiaimi-, S. Aipenie ; and Je«pli Hacdiog. 



D,q,i,i.:db,.GoogIe 



Hsicbant, Pilalei, 3, Grf Tille-Street, Holbora. 



db,GoogIe 



CONTENTS 



EIGHTH VOLUME. 



Philosophical transactions'^ 

for the Year 1743 and 1743 1 

The First OLYNTHIAC of Demosthe- 
Kis 17 

Of the Remedy of Affliction for the Loss 
of our Friends 29 

A DIALOGUE between Aiexander 
the Great, and Diogenes the Cynic . 47 

An INTERLUDE between Jupitee, 
JcNO, ApoLio, and Mercfey, which 
was originally intended as an Intro- 
duction to a Comedy called Jupitek's 
Descent on Earth 61 

The TRUE PATRIOT 71 

The JACOBITE'S JOURNAL .... 130 

AMELIA , . 141 



i:,GoogIe 



i.,GoogIe 






PHILOSOPHICAL 
TRANSACTIONS. 

FOR THE YEAR 1742-3. 



THE CONTENTS. 



Several Papers relating to the Terrestrial 
CiiRYSiPUs, Golden-Foot, or Guinea, 
an Insect, or Vegetable, which has this sur- 
prising Property, that being cut into several 
pieces, each piece lives, and in a short time 
becomes as perfect an Insect, or Vegetable, 
as that of whicli it was originally only a 
Tart. 



VOL. VIII. 



i.,GoogIe 



db,GoogIe 



Abstract of PaH of a Letter from 
the Heer Rottenscrach, in Germany, 
communicating Observations on 
the Chrysiptts. 

sm, 

OOME time since died here of old age, one Petrus 
Gualterus, a man well known in the learned worlds 
and famous Jor nothing so much as for an extraor- 
dinary collection which he had made of the Chry- 
sipi, an animal or vegetable; of which I doubt not 
but there are still some to be found in England: 
however, if that should be difficult, it may he easy 
to send some over to you ; as they are at present 
very plentiful in these parts. . lean answer for the 
truth of the facts contained in the Paper I send 
you, as there is not one of them but what I have 
seen repeated above twenty times ; and I wish others 
may be encouraged to try the experiments over 
again, and satisfy themselves of the truth by their 
own eyes. The accounts of the Chrysipi, as well as 
the collection itself, were found in the cabinet of 
the abovementioned Petrus, after his death; fdr 
he could never be prevailed an to communicate a 
sight of either, xvhile alive. I am, 

SIR, &c. 
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Ilie Figure of the Terrestrial 
Chrysiptjs sticking to a Finger. 



Observations and Experiments upon 
the Terrestrial CflRYsiprs, at 
Guinea, by Mynheer Vetrus Uual- 
terus. 

Translated from ike French by P. H. I. Z. 
C. G. S. 

L HE animal in question is a terrestrial vegetable 
or insect, of which mention is made in the Phi- 
losophical Transactions for 3e%'eral years, as may be 
seen in N" 000. Art. 0000. and N" 00. Ait. 002. 

and N° Art. 18. 

This animal or vegetable is of a rotund, orbicu- 
lar, or round form, as represented in the figure an- 
nexed ; in which . A, denotes the ruffle ; B, the 
hand ; g, the thumb of that hand; d, the finger; 
c, the part of that finger to which the Chrysipus 
sticks '■ f, f, f, J, four tubes, representing the 
. Iltof,* or man's staff, mentioned by Galen in his 
Treatise de Usu Partium; and by Aristotle, in that 

• See Phihs. Transact, concerning the arbor titx, anno 1733. 



b PHILOSOPHICAL TE ASS ACTIONS. 

little book called his 'Afyft^i^kiiv, or Master-piece. 
The T« flfiXuxo)., or xcoman's pipe, an obloug perforated 
substance, to which the said riin directly tend, is 
represented by the letter C. The mouth of the 
Cnrysipus is in this anteriour'viiddle, it opens into 
the stomach, which takes up the whole length of the 
body. The whole body' forms but one pipe, a sort 
of gut, which can be opened but at one end, i. e. 
at letter C. 

The size of the body of a Chrysipus varies ac- 
cording to its different species. 

I know" two species only, differing in extent 
almost one-half; which, for distinction sake, I call 
the whole Chi-ysipus, and the hemi-Chrysipus. The 
latter of these is by no means so valuable as the 
former. The length of the U.n differ likewise in 
proportion to the different size or extension of 
these two. 

The Iliii of those of "a modern growth are so im- 
perfect and invisible to the naked eye, that it is 
much to be feared the species will soon be entirely 
lost among us ; and, indeed, in England, they are 
observed of late to be much rarer than formerly, 
especially in the country, where at present there 
are very few of them to be found ; but at the same 
time it is remarked, that in some places of the 
Continent, particularly in a certain part of Ger- 
many, they are much plentier; being to be found 
in great numbers, where formerly there were scarce 
any to be met with, 

I have not, after the minutest observation, been 
able to settle with any degree of certainty, whether 
this be really an animal or vegetable, or whether it 
be not strictly neither, or rather both. For as I 
have, by the help of my microscope, discovered 
some of its parts to resemble those of a lion ; I 
have at other times taken notice of something not 
unlike the Flotwer-de-luce. Not to repeat those 
parts abovementioned, which bear great analogy 
tp the "AiSiifi of the human body. On, their cx- 
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PHILOSOPHICAL TRANSACTIONS. 7 

tremities (if they are not very old) may be seeu 
certain letters forming the names of several of our 
kings ; whence I have beeii ahnost inclined to con- 
clude, that these are the flowers mentioned by 
Virgil, and which appear to have been so extreme- 
ly scarce in his time. 

Die quihrn in terris imaipH nomina regum 
tiaicuntur Jiores. 

Particularly as be adds, 

— — Et Pkj/Uida solus haheto. 

Of which we shall take notice hereafter, when we 
come to speak of its properties. What hath princi- 
pally dissuaded me from an opinion of its being 
an animal, is, that I could never observe any symp- 
toms of voluntary motion ; hut indeed the same 
may be said of an oyster, which I think is not yet 
isettled by the learned to be absolutely a vegetable. 

But though it hath not, or seems not to have 
any progressive motion of its own, yet is it very 
easy to communicate a motion to it. Indeed, 
some persons have made them fly all over the 
town with great velocity. 

What is said of the Polypus, in a late excellent 
paper cumlnunicated to the Uoyal Society, is hke- 
wise applicable to tlie Chrysipus. 

" They make use of their progressive motion, 
"' when communicated to them, to place them- 
" selves conveniently, so as to catch their prey. 
" They are voracious animals ; their Xltri are so 
*' many snares which they set for numbers of small 
" insects. As soon as any of them touches one of 
" the Ylin, it'is caught." 

But then it differs from the Polypus in the con- 
sequence ; for instead of making the imect its 
^rey, it becomes itself a prey to it, and instead of 
conveying an insect twice as large as its owa 
mouth into it, in imitation of the Polypus^ the 
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8 PHILOSOPHICAL TRAHSACTIONS. 

poor Chrymus is itself conveyed into the Loculus 
or pouch of an insect a thousand times as large as 
itself Notwithstanding which, this -wretched 
animal (for so I think we may be allowed to call it) 
is so eager after its prey, that if the insect (which 
seldom happens) makes any resistance, it summons 
other Chrysipi to its aid, which in the end hardly 
ever fail of subduing it, and getting into its pouch. 

The learned Gualierus goes on in these words ; 
" A Ckrysipus, by the simple contact of my own 
" finger, has so closely attached itself to my hand, 
" that by the joint and indefatigable labour of 
*' several of my friends, it couldby no means be 
" severed, or made to quit its hold." 

As to the generation of the Ckrysipus, it differs 
from all other animals or vegetables whatever; for 
though it seems the best supphed for this natural 
function, nature having provided each female part 
with four male ones, which one would tliink suffi- 
cient; yet it may be said, as aiihe Polypus, they 
have no distinguished place by which they bring 
forth tlieir young. 

Gwa/ffiru* judiciously remarks:* *'Ihave (says 
" he) some of them, that have greatly multiplied 
" under my eyes, and of which I might almost say, 
'* that they have produced young ones from all 
** the exterior parts of their body, 

" I have learned by a continual attention to the 
" two species of them, that all the individuals of 
" these species produce young; ones. 

" I have for sixty years had under my eye thou- 
*' sands of them; and though I have observed 
" THEM CONSTANTLY, and with Attention, so 
^' as to watch them night and day, I never ob- 
*' ser\'ed any thing like the common animal-co- 
" pulation. > 

" I tried at first two of them ; but these I found 
" would notproduce a complete Ckrysipus ; at least 

• Vid. Remarks oa the Polypia, pag, 6. 
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" Ihad reason to think die operation would be stt 
" slow, that I most have wait-ed some years for its 
" completion. Upon this, I tried a hundred of 
"them together; by whose marvellous union 
" (whether it be, that they mix total, like those 
" heavenly spirits mentioned by Milton, or by any 
*' other process npt yet revealed to hnmaa wit) 
*' they were found in the year's end toprofiuce 
" three, four,and sometimes frve complete Cftryjip!. 
" I have indeed often made them in that space 
'* produce ten or twenty ; but this hath been by 
^' some held a dangerous experiment, not only to 
" the parent Chrysipi themselves, which have by 
" these means been utterly lost and destroyecf, 
" hut even to the philosopher who hath attempted 
*' it ; for as some curious persons have, by hermetic 
■ " experiments, endangered the loss of their teeth, 
" 90 we, by a too intense application to this CAry- 
*' sipean philosophy, have been sometimes found 
" to endanger our ears." He then proceeds thus : 

* '* Another fact, which -'I have observed, has 
*' proved to me, that they have the faculty of mul- 
*' tiplying, before they are severed from their parent. 
" I have seen a Chrysipus, still adhering, bring 
■" forth young ones; and those young ones them- 
" selves have also brought -forth others. Upon 
*' supposition, that perhaps there was some copttla- 
•' Hon between the parent and young ones, whilst 
*' they were yet united ; or between the young 
" ones coming fVom the body of the same parent; 
" I made divers experiments to be sure of the fact; 
" but not one ofthoseexperimentsever ledme to 
" any thing that could give the idea of a copu- 
" lation." 

I now proceed to the singularities resulting from 
the operation I have tried upon them. 

A Chrysipus of the larger kind may be divided 
into one-and-twenty substances (whether animal 

* Rematks, pag. 7- 
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10 PHILOSOPHICAI. TRANSACTIONS. 

or vegetable we determine not), every substance 
being at least as large as the original Chrysipus. 
These may again be subdivided, each of them into 
twenty- four ; and what is very remarkable, every 
one of these parts is heavier, and rather larger than 
the first Chrystpus, The only difference in this 
change, is that of the colour; for the first sort are 
yellow, the second white, and the third resemble 
the complexion and substance of many human 
faces. 

These subdivided parts are by some observed to 
lose in a great degree their adherescent quality ; 
notwithstanding which, Gualterus writes, tliat, 
from the minutest observations upon his own ex- 
perience, they all adhered with equal tenacity to 
his own fingers. 

The manner of dividing a Chrytipus differs, 
however, greatly from- that of the Polypus; for 
whereas we are taught in that excellent treatise 
' above-mentioned, that 

• " If the body of a Po/^/Jta is cut into two parts 
" transversely, each of those parts becomes a com- 
" plete Polypus: on the very day of the operation, 
" the first part, or anterior end of the Polypus, 
" that is, the head, the mouth, and the arras : this 
" part, I say, lengtliens itself, it creeps^ and 
*' eats. 

" The second part, which has no heady gels one; 
" a mouth forms itself at the anterior end ; and 
■" shoots forth arras. This reproduction comes 
" about more or less quickly, according as the 
" weather is more or less warm. In suipmer, I 
*' have seen arms begin to sprout out twenty- 
" four hours after the operation, and the new 
" head pei'J'ected in every respect in a few days. 

"Each of those parts thus becomes a perfect 
" Vvlypus, performs absolutely all its functions. 
"It creeps, it eats, it grows, and it multiplies; 
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" and ail thai, as much as a Polypus which 
" never had been cut. , 

" In wliatever place the body of a Polypus iscut, 
" whether in tlie middle, or more or less near the 
*' head, or the posterior part, the experiment has 
" always the same success. 

" If a Polypus is ci^t transversely at the same 
*' moment, into three or four parts, they all equally 
" become so many complete ones. 

" The animal is too small to be cut at the same 
" time into a great number of parts; / ihere/'oi'e 
" did it successively. I first cut a Polypus into 
*' four part5, and let them grow; next, I cut those 
" quarters again ; and at this rate I proceeded, till 
" I had made 50 out of one single one: and licre I 
" stopped, for there would have been ho ew*/ o/' Me 
" cvperiment. 

" I have now actually by me several parts of the 
" same Polypus cut into pieces above a year ago; 
*' since which time they have produced a great 
'* number of young ones. 

" A Polypus may also be cut in tzvo, lengthways. 
"Beginning by the head, one Jirst splits thi said 
" head, and afterwards the stomach : the Polypus 
" being in the form of a pipe, each half of what is 
*' thus cut lengthways forms a half pipe; the an- 
" terior extremity of which is tennioated by the 
" half of the head, the half of the mouth, and part 
" of the anus. It is not long before the two edges 
" of those half-pipes close after the operation; 
" they generally begin at the posterior part, and 
^ close up by degrees to the anterior part. Then 
" each half-pipe becomes a whole one complete: a 
" stomach is formed, in which nothing is waot- 
*' iog; and out of' each half-mouth a whole one is 
"Jhrmed also. 

'* I have seen all this done in less.than an hour; 
" and that the Polypus protluced from each of 
'" those halves, at the end of that time, did not 
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" differ from the whole ones, except that it had 
*' fewer arms; but in a few days more grew out. 

" I have cut a Polypus lengthways, hetwecn 
*' seven and eight in the morning; and between 
*' two and three in the afternoon, each of the parts 
*' has been able to eat a worm as long as itselj'. 

" If a Polypus is cut lengthways, beginning af 
"the head, and the section is not carried quite 
" through; the result is, a Polypus with two bo- 
" dies, two heads, and one tail. Some of those 
" bodies and heads may again be cut lengthways 
*' soon after. In this maimer I have produced a 
*' Polypus that had several bodies, as many heads, 
^" and one tail. I afterwards at once cut off the 
"seven heads of tliis new Hydra: seven others 
" grew again ; and the heads that were cut off, be- 
. *' came- each a complete Polypus. 

" I cut a Polypus, transversely, into two parts: 
" 1 put these two parts close to each other again, 
*' and they reunited where they had been cut. 
" The Polypus, thus reunited, eat the day after it 
" had undergone this operation ; it is since grown, 
" and has multiplied. 

'^ I took the posterior part o/" owe Polypus, and 
" the anterior of another, and I have brought them 
" to reunite in the same manner as the .foregoing. 
" Next day, the Polypus that resulted, eat : it 
" has continued well these two months since the 
" operation: it is grown, and has put forth young 
" ones from each of the parts of which it was 
" formed. The two foregoing experiments do not 
*' always succeed; it often happens, .that the two 
" parts will not join again. 

" In order to comprehend the experiment I am 
" now going to speak of, one should recollect, that 
" the whole, body of a Polypus forms only one 
" pipe, a sort of gut, or pouch, 

" I have been able to turn that pouch, that body 
" of the Polypus, inside-outwarps ; as one 

" MAY TURN A STOCKING. 
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" I have several by me, that have remained 
''turned in this manner; their Inside is be- 
•" COME THEiE Outside, and their' Out&ide 
*' THEIR Inside: they eat, they grow, and they 
'' multiply, as if they had never been turned." 

Now, in the division and subdivision of our 
Chrysipus, we are forced to proceed in quite a dif- 
ferent manner; namely, by the metabolic or mu- 
tative, not by the schystic or divisive. Some have 
indeed attempted this latter method; but like that 
great philosopher the elder Pliny, they have pe- 
rished in their disquisitions, as he did, by suffoca- 
tion. Indeed, there is a method called the Kltp- 
tisiic, which faath been preferred to the metabolic: 
but this is too dangerous; the ingenious Gualterus 
never carried it farther than the metabolic, con- 
tenting himself sometimes to" divide the original 
Chrysipus into twenty-two parts, and again to 
subdivide these into twenty-five; but this requires 
great art. 

It can't be doubted but that Mr. Trembley will, 
in the work he is pleased to promise us^ give some 
account of the longevity of the Polypus. As to 
the age of the Chrysipus, it differs extremely; 
some being of equal duration with the life of man, 
and some of scarce a moment's existence. The best 
method of preserving them IS, I believe, in bags or 
chests, in large numbers ; for they seldom Hve 
long when they are alone. The great Gualterus 
says, he thought he could never put enough of 
them together. If you carry them in your pockets 
singly, or in pairs, as some do, they will last a . 
very' little while, and in some pockets not a day. 

* We are told of the Polypus, "That they are 
*' to be looked for in such ditthes whose water is 
" stocked with small insects. Pieces of wood, 
" leaves, aquatic plants, in short, every thing is to 
■" be taken out of the water, that is met with at 

* Pol^ii, pag. I, 2, 

DiailizMbyGoOgle 



14 PHILOSOPHICAL TRANSACTIONS. 

" the bottom, or on the surface of the watei*, on 
*' the edges, and in the middle of the ditches. 
" What is thus taken out, must beputinro aglass 
"of clear -water, and these insects, if there are 
"any, will soon discover themselves; especially if 
" the glass is let stand a little, without moving it : 
" for thus the insects, which contract themselves 
" when tJiey are first taken out, will again extend 
" themselves when they aie at rest, and become 
"thereby so much the more remarkable." 

The Cfnysipus is to be looked for in scrutores, 
and behind wainscots in old houses. In searching 
for them, particular regard is to be had to the per- 
' sons who inhabit, or have inhabited, in the same 
houses, by observing which rule, you may often 
prevent throwing away your labour. They love tfl 
be rather with old than young persons, and detest 
finery so much, that they are seldom to be found 
in ibe pockets of laced clothes, and hardly ever in 
gilded palaces. They are sometimes very difficult 
to be met with, even though you know where they 
are, by reason of pieces of ' zoood, iron, &c. which 
must be removed away before you can come at 
them. There are, however, several sure metliods of 
procuring them, which are at! ascertained in a 
treatise on that subject, composed by Petrus Gual- 
terus, which, now he is dead, will shortly see the 
liglit. 

I come now, in the last place, to speak of the 
virtues of the Chrysipus : In these it exceeds not 
only the Polypus, of which not one single virtue 
is recorded, but all other animals and vegetables 
whatever. Indeed, I intend hexe only to set down 
some of its chief qualities; for to enumerate all, 
would require a large volume. 

First, then, A single Chrys'tpus stuck on to the 
finger, will make a man talk for a full hour, nay, 
will make him say whatever the person who sticks 
it on desires; and again, if you desire silence, it 
will as effectually stop the most loquacious tongup. 
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Sometimes, indeed, one or two, or even twenty, 
are not sufficient; but if you apply the proper 
number, they seldom or never fail of success. It 
will tikewise make men blind or deaf, as you think 
proper ; and all this without doing the least injury 
to tne several organs. 

Secondly, It hath a most miraculous quality of 
turning black into white, or white into black. 
Indeed it hath the powers of the prismatic glass, 
and can, from any object, reflect what colour it 
pleases. 

Thirdly, It is the strongest love-powder in the 
world, and hath such efficacy on tne female sex, 
that it hath often produced love in the finest 
women to the most worthless and ugly, old and 
decrepit of our sex. 

To give the strongest idea in one instance, of 
the salubrious quality of the Chrysipus: it is it 
medicine which the physicians are so fond of tak- 
ing themselves, that tew of them care to visit 4 
patient, without swallowing 4 dose of it 

To conclude, facts like these I have related, to 
be admitted, require the most convincing proofe, 
1 venture to say, I am able to produce such proofs, 
.In the mean time, I refer my curious reader to the 
treatise I have above mentioned, which is not yet 
published, and perhaps never may, 

POSTSCRIPT. 

Since I composed the above treatise, I have been 
informed, that these animals swarm in England all 
over the country, like the locusts, once in seven 
years ; and like them too, they generally cause 
much mischief, and greatly ruin the country in 
■\yhich they have swarmed. 
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THE FTRSr 

OLYNTHIAC 

OP 

DEMOSTHENES. 



THE ARGUMENT. 



Olynthus was a powerful free City of Tlirace, on 
• the Cotijines of Macedoina. By certain alluring 
Offers, Philip had tempieii them-into an Alliance 
with him, the Terms of which 'were a joint-War 
against the Athenians, and if a Peace, a joint 
Peace. The Olynthians, some Time- after,, becom- 
ing jealous of his growing Power, detach them- 
selves from his Alliance, and make a separate 
Peace, with the Athenians. Philip, exclaiming 
. .against this as a Breach of their former Treaty, 

■ and glad of an Opportunity, which he had long 
been seeking, immediately declares War against 
them, and besitges their City. Upon this, they 

■■ dispatch an Embassy to Athens for Succour. Ike 
Subject -of this Embassy coming to be debated 

■ among the Athenians, Demosthenes gives hit 
. Sentiments in the following Oration. 

jN O treasures, -O Athenians ! can, I am confi- 
dent, be so desirable in your eyes, as to discover 
what is most advantageous to be done for this city, 
iWhe affair now before you.' And 6i»ce it is of so 
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important a nature, the strictest attention ahouM 
be given to all those who are willing to deliver 
their opinions ; for not only the salutary counsels 
which any one may have premeditated, are to be 
heard and received, but I consider it as peculiar to 
your fortune and good genius, that many things, 
highly expedient, may suggest themselves to the 
Bpeakera, even extemporarily, and without preme- 
ditation; and then you may easily, from the whole, 
collect the most useful resolutions. The present 
occasioQ wants only a tongue to declare, tnat the 
posture of these affairs requires your immediate 
application, if you have any regard for your pre- 
servation. I know not what oisposition we all enter- 
tain ; but my own opinion is, that we vote a supply 
of men Co the Olynthians, and that we send tlieiQ 
immediately; and thus by lending them our assist- 
ance now, we shall prevent the accidents which 
we have formerly felt, from falling again on ua. 
Let an embassy be dispatched, not only to declare 
these our intentions, but to see them executed. 
For my greatest apprehension is, that the artful 
Philip, wno well knows to improve every oppor- 
tunity, by concessions, where they are most con- 
venient, and by threats, which we may believe 
bim capable of fulfilling, at the same time object- 
ing out absence to our allies, may draw from the 
whole some considerable advantage to himself. 
Tliis however, O Atlienians ! will give some com- 
fort, that the very particukr circumstance which 
adds the greatest strength to Philip, is likewise 
favourable to us. In his own person m luiites the 
&eyer<ilpoweF$ of general* of king, andoftr^surer;^ 
he presitlfs at)solutely in all council^ and is con- 
stantly at the head of his army. This indeed wil| 
contribute greatly to his successes in the field, biit 
will have a contrary effect, with regard to that 
truce which he is so desirous to mak^ with the 
Olynthians ; who will find their conteotion not to 
he for glory, uor for the enlargement of dot&ini^Ki 
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the subversion or slavery of th«ir country is what 
they fight against. They have seen in what man- 
ner he hath treated those Amphipolitans who 
surrendered their city to him; ancf those Pydnaeans 
who received him into theirs: and indeed, univer- 
sally, a kingly state is, in my opinion, a thing iit 
"which republics will never trust; and above all, if 
their territories border on each other^ These things 
therefore, O Athenians ! being well known to you, 
•when you enter on this debate, your resolutions 
must be for war, and to prosecute it with as much 
vigour as you have formerly shewn on any occa- 
sion. You must resolve to raise supplies with thi 
utmost alacrity; to muster yourselves; to omic 
nothing; for Bo longer can a reason be assigned, 
or extiuse alleged, why you should decline what 
the present exigency requires. For the Olynthians, 
whom with such universal clamours you have for- 
merly insisted on our fomenting against Philip, are 
Jiow embroiled with him 'by mere accident; and 
this most advantageously for. you; since, had they 
undertaken the war at your request, their alliance 
might have been less stable, and only to serve a 
present "turn : but since their amfllbsity arises from 
Injuries oftered to themsiSlvcs, 'tlrefr hostility will 
be firm; as well on account of their fears, as of 
their resentment. ■ The opportunity which now 
offers is not, 0-Athdnianai to be lost, nor should 
you suffer what you have already often suffered. 
For had we', ^fbeti we' returned from succouring 
the EilboSanS, when 'H'ierax and Stratrocles from 
the; AmpWjiotNans; tn this very place, besought 
you t& *iil'tl) their'afssistance, and to receive thetr 
city irttO y<ou*!pw>tection; had we then consulted 
-Our bwn irtffitest with the same zeal' with which we 
■provided foi* the safety of the EnbEeans, we had 
theii possessed lourseives of Amphipolis, and e8caj>ed 
thetroubles which havesince perplexed us. Again, 
■\theH we were first acquainted with the sieges of 
Hkf^nRf Foti4£a, Methone> Pagasx, aQd atheri 
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(for I wiH not waste time in enumerating all), had 
■we then assisted ooly one of these with proper 
vigour, we should have found Philip much hum- 
bler, and easier to be dealt with: whereas now, by 
constantly pretermittihg the opportunities when 
they presented themselves, and trusting in fortune 
for .the good success of future events, we have 
encreased the power, O Athenians 1 of Philip our- 
selves, and have raised him higher than any king 
of Macedonia ever was. Now then an opportunity 

■ is come. What is it? why this which tne Olyn- 
thians have of their own accord -offered to this 
city ; nor is it inferior to any of those we have for- 
merly lost. To me, O Athenians ! it appears, that 
if we settle a just account with the gods, notwith- 
standing all things are not as" they ought to be, 
they are entitled to our liberal thanksgivings. For 

■ as to our losses in war, they are justly to be set 
downtoourown neglect: but that wefornierly sufi- 
fered not these misfortunes, and that an alliance 
now appears to balance these evils, if we will but 
accept it; this, in my opinion, niust.be referred to 
the benevolence of the gods. But it happens as 
in the affair of riches, of which, I thijik, it is pror 
verbially said, that if a man preserves the wealth he 
attains, he is greatly thankful to fortune; but if 
he insensibly consumes it, his gratitude to fortune 
is consumed at the same time. So in pubhc affairs, 
if we make not a right improvement of opportuni- 
ties, we forget the good offered us by the gods ; 
for from the tinal event, we generally form pur 
judgements of all that preceded. It is therefore 
highly iiecessary, O Athenians ! to take effectual 
care, that by making a (ight use of the occasion 
now oftered us, we wipe off the stains contracted 
by our former conduct : for should we, Athe- 
nians! desert these people like»'ise, ^nd Pliilip be 
enabled to destroy Olynthus, will any man tell me 
what afterwards shall stop his future progress, 
jvherevei- he desires tp extend it? But cofisider, 
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O Athenians! and see, by what means this Philip, 
once 80 inconsiderable, is now become so great. 
He first becamemaster of Amphipolis, secondly of 
Pydna, next of Potidsea, and then of Alethone. 
After tliese conquests, he turned his arms towards 
Thessaly, where having reduced Fhera, Pagasas, 
Magnesia, lie marched on to Thrace. Here, after 
he had dethroned some kings, and given crowns 
to others, he fell sick. On a small amendment of 
health, instead of refreshing himself with repose, 
be fell presently on the Olynthians. His expedi- 
tions against the Ulyrians, the Pteonians, against 
Arymba, and who can recount all the other na- 
tions I omit. But should any. man say, why there- 
fore do you commemorate these things to us now ? 
my answer is, that you may know, O Athenians! 
and sensibly perceive these two things: First, how 
pernicious it is to neglect the least article of what 
ought to be done; and, secondly, that you may 
discern the restless disposition of Philip to under- 
take, and his alacrity to execute i whence we may 
conclude, he will never think he hath done enough, 
nor indulge himself in ease. If then his disposition 
be to aim still at greater and greater couquests, 
and ours to neglect every brave measure for our 
defence; consider, in what event we can hope 
these things should terminate! Good gods! is 
there any of you so infatuated, that he can be ig- 
norant that the war will come home to us, if we 
neglect it? and if this should happen, I fear, O 
Athenians! that we shall imitate those who borrow 
money at great usury, who, for a short affluence 
of present wealth, are afterwards turned out of 
their original patrimony. So we shall be found tq 
pay dearly for our sloth ; and by giving our minds 
entirely up to pleasure, shall bring on ourselves 
many and grievous calamities, against our wiU 
shall be at last reduced to a necessity of action, 
and to contend even for ou( own country. Per- 
haps some one may object, thiit to; find faulty 
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easy, and within any man's capacity; but to ad- 
vise proper measures to be taken in the present 
exigency, is the part of a counsellor. I am not ig- 
noiant, O Athenians! that not tliose who hav* 
"been the first causes of the misfortune, but those 
who have afterwards delivered their opinions con- 
^niing it, fall often under your severe displeasure, 
when the success doth not answer their expecta- 
tions. Be that as it will, I do not so tender my 
own safety, that from any regard to that, I should 
conceal what I imagine may conduce to your 
welfare. 

The measures you are to take are, in my opinion, 
two ; First, to preserve the Olynthian cities, by 
sending a supply of men to their assistance; se- 
condly, to ravage the country of the enemy ; and 
this by attacking it both by sea and land. If 
cither of these be neglected, I much fear the suc- 
cess of your expedition: for should he, while you 
are wasting his territories, by submitting to suffef 
this, take Oiyntlius ; he wilt be easily able to re- 
turn home, and defend his own. On the other 
hand, if you only send succours to the Olynthians; 
when Philip perceives himself safe at home, he will 
set down before Olynthus, and employing every 
artifice against the town, will at length master it. 
"We must therefore assist the Olynthians with nu- 
merous forces, and in two several places. This is 
my advice concerning the manner of our assisting 
them. As for the supply of money to be raised; 
you have a treasury, O Athenians ! you have a 
treasury fuller of money, set apart for military 
uses, tfian any other city of Greece : this fund 
you may apply according to your pleasure, on 
this occasion; if the army be supplied this, way, 
you will, want no tax : if not, you will hardly find 
»ny tax sufficient. What? says someone, do you 
piove to have this fund applied to the army? not 
I, truly; I only suggest that an army should be 
Jevied; thfti tliU fund should be applied to it ; 
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that those who do their duty to the public, should 
receive their reward from it ; whereas, in cele- 
brating the public festivals, much is received hy 
those who do nothing for it. 

As to the rest, I think, all should contribute 

-largely, if much wanted, less, if little. Money is 
wanted, and without it, nothing which is necessary 

. to be done can be performed. Others propose other 
tneans of raising it; of which do you fix on that 
which seems most advantageous, and apply your- 
selves to yourpreservatioUj while you huve an op- 
portunity ; for you ought to' consider and-weigh 
well the posture in which Philip's affairs now 
stand: for it appears to me, that no man', even 
though he hath not examined them with much 
accuracy, can imagine them to be in the fairest 
situation. He would never have entered into this 
war, had he thought it would have been pro- 
tracted. He hoped, at his very entrance to have 
carried alt things befoit him, which expectation 
hath deceived him. This, therefore, by tailing 
out contrary to his opinion, hath given him the 
first shock, and mucn dejected him. Then the 
commotions in Thessaiy : for these arc by nature 
the most perfidious of mortals, and have always 
proved so ; as such he hath now suiiiciently ex- 
perienced them. They have decreed to demand 
PagasK of him, and to forbid ihe fortifying Mag- 
nesia. I halve moreover heard it said, that the 
Thessahans would no longer open their pons to 
hiffli nor suffer his fleets to be victualled in their 
markets ; for that these should go to the support 
of the republics of Thessaiy, and .not to the use 
of Philip. But should lie be deprived of these, he 
.■will find himself reduced to great straits, to pro- 
Videfor his auxiliaries. And further; canwesupT 
pose that Paeonia and lllyriS, and 'all theiothar 
cities, will chuse rather to be slaves than free,'and 
their own masters? They are.iiot inured to bon- 
dage, and the roan is, as they say,- prone to insQ- 
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lence; which isindeed very credible; for unmerited 
success entirely perverts the uDderstaiiding iu 
weaker minds ; whence it is often more difiicuit to 
retain advantages than it was to gain them. It 
js our parts then, O Athenians ! to tiike advantage 
of this tlistress of Phihp, to undertake the business 
with the utmost expedition ; not only to dispatch 
the necessary embassies, but to follow them with 
an army, and to stir tip all his other enemies against 
him: for we may be assured of this, that had 
Philip the same opportunity, and the war was 
near our borders, he would be abundantly ready 
to invade us. Are you not then ashamed through 
"fear to omit bringing that on him, when you have 
an opportunity, which he, had he that opportunity, 
wnuld surely bring on ; ou ? Besides, let none of 
you be ignorant, that jou have now your option, 
whether you shall attack him abroad, or be at- 
tacked by him at home; for if tlieOlynthians, by 
your assistance, are preserved, the kingdom of 
Philip will he by your forces invaded ; and you 
may then retain your own dominions, your own 
city in safety; but should Philip once master the 
Olynthians, who would oppose his march hither? 
theXhebaiis: let me not be thought too bitter, if 
1 say, they would be ready to assist him against 
us. The Phocians? they are not able to save 
themselves, unless you, or some one else will assist 
them. But, my friend, says one, Philip will have 

no desire to invade us. 1 answer, it would 

surely be most absurd, if what he impiaidently now 
threatens us with, he would not, when he conve- 
niently could, perform. As to the ditfeience, whe- 
ther the war be here or there, there is, I think, no 
need of argument ; for if it was necessary for you 
to be thirty days in the field within your own ter- 
ritories, and to sustain your army with your own 
product, supposing no enemy there at the same 
time; I say, the losses of your husbandmen, who 
supply those provisions, would be greater than the 
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whole expense of the precerling war. But if aa 
actual war sliould come to our doors, what losses 
must we then expect? Add to this> the insults of 
the enemy, and that which to generous miods is 
not inferior to any loss, the disgrace of such an 
incident. It becomes us all, therefore, when we 
consider ail these things, ,to apply our utmost en* 
deavours to expel this war from our horders; the 
rich, that for the many things they possess, parting 
with a little, they may secure the quiet possession 
of the rest ; the young men, that having learnt 
experience in the art of war, at Philip's expense 
in his country, they may become formidable de- 
fenders of their Qwn; the orators, that they may 
he judicially vindicated in the advice they have 
given to the republic; since according to the suc- 
cess of the measures taken in consequence of their 
opinions, so you will judge of the advisers them- 
selves. May this success be happy^ for the sake 
of every one ! 
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AT would be a strange consideration (saith Cicero) 
that while so many excellent remedies have been 
discovered for the several diseases of the human 
body, the mind should be left without any assist- 
ance to alleviate and repel the disorders which befal 
it, ' 'The contrary of this he asserts to be true, and 
. prescribes philosophy to us, as a certain and in- 
fiiHible method to assuage and remove all those 
perturbations which are liable to affect this nobler 
part of man. 

Of the same opinion were all 'those wise and illus- 
trious ancients, whose writings and sayings on this 
subject have been transmitted to us. And when 
Seneca tells us, that -cirlueis sufficient to subdue 
ajl our passions, he means no other (as he explains 
It in many parts of his works) than that exalted' 
Mvine philosophy, which consisted not in vaiif^ 
])6mp, or useless curiosity, nor even in the search 
of more profitable knowledge, but in acquiring 
solid lasting habits of virtue, and ingrafting them 
into our character. It was not the bare knowing 
the right way, but the constant ai;d steady walking 
jn it, which those glorious writers recommended 
-and dignified by the august names of philosophy 
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and •cirtue; which two words, if they did not 
always use in a synonymous sense, yet they all 
agreed in this, that virtue was the coDSummatioo 
of true philosophy. 

Now that this supreme philosophy, this habit of 
virtue, which streiigthenecl the mind of a Socrates, 
or a Brutus, is really, superior to every evil which 
can attack us, I make no doubt; but in truth, this 
is to liave a sound, not a sickly constitution. With 
all proper deference, therefore, to such great au- 
thoiities, they seem to me to assert no more tlian 
that health is a remedy against disease; forasoul 
once possessed of that degree of virtue which can 
without emotion look on poverty, pain, disgrace, 
^nd death, as things indifierent; a soul, as Horace 
expresses it^ 

Totvtterei atque rotundta; 
or, according to Seneca, which derives all its com- 
fort from within, not from without; which 
can look down on all the ruffling billows of for- 
tune, as from a rock on shore we survey a tem- 
pestuous sea with unconcern ; such a soul is surely 
jn a state of health which no vigour of bodily 
constitution can resemble. 

And as this health of the mind exceeds that of 
the body in degree, so doth it in constancy or du- 
ration. In the latter, the transition froni perfect 
health to sickness is easy, and often sudden; 
whereas the former being once firmly established 
in the robust state above described, is never after -^ 
wards liable to be shocked by any accident ot 
■ Impulse of fortune. 

It must be confessed, indeed, that those great 
masters have pointed out the way to this philo- 
sophy, and have endeavoured to allure ana per- 
suade others into it; but as it is certain that ftvr 
of their disciples have been able to arnve at itv 
perfectioh; nay, as several of the masters tli^- 
selvcUiave done little honour lo their precepts,-)!^ 
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their escamples, there seems stiU great occasion for 
a. mental physician, who should consider the hu-- 
man mind (as is often .the case of the body), in. top 
weak and depraved a situation to be restored, t6. 
firm vigour and sanity, and should propose riathet 
to palliate and lessen ita disorders, than absolutely. 
to cure them. 

To consider the.whole catalogue of diseases .to 
which our minds are liable, and topiescribe'propeiv 
remedies for them all, would require anuch longer: 
treatise than what I now intend ; I shall confine, 
myself therefore to one only, and to a particular 
species of.that one, viz. to t0iclion Jhr the death 
ofourjriends. 

This is a malady to vl^ch the best and worthiest 
of men are cbi^y Uable. It is, iike a fever, the 
distemper of a ricn and generous constitution. In- 
deed, we may say of those base tempers which 
are totallj^ incapable of being affected with.it^' 
what a witty physician of the last age said of a 
shattered and rotten carcas^ that they are not 
worth preserving. 

For this reason the calm demeanour of Stilpo the 
philosopher, who, when he had lost his children at 
the taking iMegara, by Demetrius, concluded, he 
bad lost nothing, for tliat he carried all tvhich was 
his own about him, hath no charms for me. I am 
more apt to-impnte such sudden tranquillity at so 
great a loss, Xo ostentation or obduracy, than to 
consummate virtue. It.i8 rather wanting the afiec'^ 
tionthan conquering it To overcome the afflic- 
tion arising from the Ioas of our friends, is great 
and praiseworthy; but it requires some reason 
and time< This svdden unruffled composure if 
owing to mere insensibility' j to a depravity of the 
heart, not goodness of the Understanding. 

But in a mind of a different cast, in one suscep* 
tible.of a tender affection, fortune can make no 
other ravage-equal to auch;a loss., It ie tearing th? 
heart, the soul from the body ; not by :a HU»9$n> 

voi- vm, D . ' ■ 
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mry 0]>eration, like diat by which ^most'crael 
tonhentors of the body soon destroy the suhject 
of itheir cmelty; but by a cootinaed, tedioas, 
thouffh violent a^tetion ; the soul having this 
double unfortunate superiority to the body, that 
its agonies, as they are more exquisite, «o they 
are more lasting. 

If however this calamity be not in a more hu- 
mane dispositi<Mi to be presently or totally removed, 
an attempt to lessen it is, howevtir, ii^orth 'oor 
Attention. He who could reduce rfie torments of 
the. gout to one-haif or «. third of the pajn, would, 
I apprehend, be a physician in much 'VOgue and 
request; and surely, some palliative iCMiediesBre 
as much worth our seeking va tire mental disorder ; 
especially if this latter should (is appears to me 
who have felt both) exceed the former in its an- 
guish a hundred fold. 

1 will proceed, therefore, without further tepo- 
logy, to present hiy reader with the bestipresCtip- 
tioAs I am capable' of furnishing ; many ofvhich 
have this uncommon recommendation, that I' have 
tried them upon myself with' sOme success. ■ And 
ifMohtaijnie be right in his choice of aphy^cian, 
*ftio'had Wmself fead the disttase whiclrhe «ader- 
ttyok to cure, I shall at least have that pT£te«sion 
1!0 s6me cowfi^enccand i-dgard. 

■Avid first, by way of ppeptirative ; While we 
yit enjoy Our friends, and no ' imirtethate dfln^r 
threatens us of losing ihetp, ^ofhrftg can be whote- 
somer than frequent reflectkms'tfn'the'Certanlty of 
Ihisf'loss, however distant Unlay then i»ppear-«o 
Kisj-forif-it be worth ■ our ' while toiJprepare :the 
iiody for diseases' which may 'posGibty (or'aO i^oU 
probably) attaick as, how much- <nri)te'Hdces«fti^ 
must it seem tolfumish the fnind witbevery aisisti 
ance to eneouAter a calainity which ■©•r"<Wn 
death only, -or the previous deterniia«i*n' of-cur 
friendship, asin prevent: frotn"hdppening^lK>(is. 

■lt'ha«bibe4ta«^ut^MWd-asiaae«f4be<firtt itfgrc- 
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djents of a wUe man, that nothing befalls him en- 
tirely unforeseen, and .unexpected. And this ia 
. surely the principal means qi taking his happiness 
or misery out of the hands of fortune. Pleasure 
or pain, which seize us unprepared, and by sur- 
prise, have a double force, and are botli more ca- ' 
pable of subduing the mind, than when they come 
upon us looking for them, and prepared to receive 
them. That pleasure is heightened by long ex- 
pectation, .appears to me a great though vulgar 
error. The mind, by constant premeditation on 
either, lessens the sweetness of tue one, and bit- 
terness of the other. It hath been well said of 
lovers who for a long time procrastinate and delay 
tlieir happiness, that they have loved themselves 
put before they come to the actual enjoyment ; 
this is as true in the more ungrateful article of 
affliction. The objects of our passions, as well as 
of our appetijtes, , rnay be in a great measure de- 
voured by imagination; .and grief, like hunger, 
may be so palled and abated .< by. expectation^ uiat 
it mq.y retain 90 sharpness ^hen its food is set 
before it. 

The thoughts which.are to engage onr consider- 
^ion on .^his head are too va^ous, -and many of 
them too obvious, to be enumerated ; the principal 
are surely. First, the certainty of the dissolution 
of tliis alliance, hoipevtr sweet it be to us, or how- 
ever closely the knot be tied. Secondly, the ex- 
tieme shortness of its duration, even at the best, 
Aoid, Thirdly, ^he many accidents by which it is 
daily and hourly Uable'^of being brought to an end. 
Had not the wise man frequently meditated on 
these subjp?ts, be.would not have coolly answered 
the persqn ,whp .acquainted him with the death of 
his son — I KNEW J had begot a Mortal. Whereas, 
by. the behaviour of some on these occasions, we 
might be_alinost induced to suspect they were dis- 
appointed in their hopes of their friend's immor- 
tality; that, something uncommon, and beyond 
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the general fate of men, had happened to them.' 
In a word, that they had flattered their fondness 
for their children and friends aa enthusiastically as 
the poets have their 'works, which 

nee Jovii ira tiec ignis, 

Nee potent ferrwn, ate edax aboUre vetuitas. 

Nor is there any dissuasive from such contem- 
plation : It is no breach of friendship, nor violence 
of paternal fondness; for the event we dread and 
detest is not by these means forwarded, as sim- 
j)le persons think their own death wonid be by 
making a will. On the contrary, the sweetest and 
most rapturous enjoyments are thus promoted and 
encouraged ; for what can be a more delightful 
thought than to assure ourselves, after SHch reflec- 
tions, that tbe evil we apprehend, and which might 
so probably have happened, hath been yet fortu- 
nately escaped. If it be true, that the loss of a 
blessing teaches us its true value, will not these 
ruminations on the certainty of losing our friends, 
-and the uncertainty of our enjoyment of them, add 
a relish to the present possession? Shall we not, 
. in a word, return to their conversation, after such; 
reflections, with the same eagerness and ecstasy, 
with which we receive those we love into our arms, 
when we 6rst wake from a dream ivhich hath ter- 
rified us with their deaths? 

Thus then we have a double incentive to these 
meditations ;■ as they serve as well to heighten our 
present enjoyment, as to lessen our future loss,' 
and to fortity us against it. . I shall now proceed 
to give my reader some instructions for his con-' 
duct, when this dreadful' catastrophe hath actually 
befallen him. 

And here I address myself to common men, and 
who partake of the more amiable weaknesses o^ 
human nature; not to those elevated souls whom 
the eoosummatiou of virtue and philosophy batii 
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raised to a divine pitch of excellence, and placed 
beyond the reach of liitman calamity; .for which 
reason I do not expect this loss shall be received 
with the composure of Stilpo. Nay, 1 shall not 
regard tears, lamentations, or any other indulgence 
to the first agpnies of our grief on so dreadful an 
occasion, as marks of effeminacy ; but shall rather 
esteem tiiem as the symptoms of a laudable tendeiy 
ness, than of a contemptible imbecility of heart, , 

However, though I admit the first emotions of 
our grief to be so far irresistible, that they are not 
to he instantly and absolutely overcome, yet we 
are not, on the other side, totally to abandon our- 
selves to them. Wisdom is our shield against all 
calamity, and this we are not cowardly to throw 
aAvay, though some of the sharper darts of fortune 
may haye pierced us through it. The mind of a wise 
man may be ruffled and disordered, but cannot be 
subdued ; in the former, it differs from the perfec-; 
tion of the Deity; in the latter, from the abject 
condition of a fool. 

With whatever violence our passions at first at- 
tack us, they will in time subside. It is then that 
reasoa is to be called to our assistance, and we 
should use every suggestion which it can lend to 
our relief; our utmost force being to be exerted 
-, to repel and subdue an enemy when he begins to 
retreat: this, indeed, one would imagine, should 
want little or no persuasion to recommend it; 
inasmuch as we all naturally pui'sue happiness and 
g.void misery. 

There are, however, two causes of our unwilling- 
ness to hearken to the voice of reason on this occa- 
sion. The first is, a foolish opinion, tliat friendship 
requires an exorbitant affliction of usi; thatweare 
thus discharging our duty to the dead, and offering 
(according to the superstition of the ancients) an 
agreeable sacrifice to their manes ; the other, and 
perhaps the eomraoncr motive is, the immediate 
satisfaction we ourselves feel in this indulgence; 
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vhich, though attended with very dreadful co'n- 
eequences, givea the same present relief to a tende* 
disposition, that air or water brings to one in a 
high fever. 

Now what can possibly, on the least examina- 
tion, appear more absurd than the former of these ? 
When the grave, beyond which we can enter into 
ho engagement with one another, hath dissolved 
all bonds of friendship between us, and removed 
the object of our aftection far from the reach of 
any of our offices ; can any thing be more vain 
and ridiculous, than to nourish an affliction to our 
own misery, by which ^ye can convey neither 
profit nor pleasure t«» oiir friend! But I shall not 
dwell on an absurdity so monsti'oiis jn itself that 
the bare first mention thrpws it in a light which 
no illustration npr argument can heighten. ' 

And as to the spcond, it is, as I have said, hk« 
those indulgencies which, however pleasant they 
may be to the <listemp<*r, sftrve oply to increase it, 
and for which we aip sure to pay the bitterest ago- 
nies in the end. Nothing can indeed betray a 
weaker or more childish temper of mind than thii 
conduct; by which, like infants, Ave reject are* 
medy, if it be the least distasteful; and are ready 
to rieceive any grateful food, M'ithout j-egarding 
the nourishment which at fhp'same time we con- 
tribute to the dispase. 

Without staying, therefore, longer tp argue with 
such, I shall first recommend to my disciple or pa- 
tient, of another complexion, careiuHy to avoid all 
circumstances which may revive the memorj- of 
the deceased, whom it is now his b(isines8 to forget 
as fast, and as mucli a? ppssible; whereas, such i^ 
the perverseness of our ftatures, we are constantly 
endeavopring, at every opportunity, to fecal t0 
our remembrance the words, looks, gestures, and 
other particularities of a friend. One carries about 
with nim the picture; a second the hair; and 
other?, sopie little gift or token pf t|ie ^cad, as a 
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nenJtinBal o£ their lots. What ifralltbis Isn'tliBn' 
faeio^i self-t»nnentors,'and playing. .wi,th afiliction^ 
Indeed, time is the truest and best physician oiu 
these occasions ; and our wisesl part is to lend hlm- 
the utmost assistance we can; whereas, by pur-, 
suing the methods I have here objected to, we 
withstand with aU our might the aid and comforb 
whieh that great reliever othuman misery so kindtjif 
ttffets us. 

jDiTCFsionft of the lightest kind have heen recom* 
mended as a remedy fur a£ftiction ; but for my part, 
I rather conceive they viU increase than diminish 
it; especiaHy where niuuc is to makaujp any pars 
of the mtBFtainment; -for the nature oi this is to 
900th or inflame, not to alter our passions Indeed, 
I should rather propose such diversions by way oS ■ 
trial than of cure ; for when they can he pursi;e4 
with any good effect, our aifitction is, I appr^endi 
very little grievous or dangetwu. 

Tp.say the truth, the. physic for this, as well as 
every other mental disorder, is to be dispensed to ox 
by pltilosophy and religion. The former of these 
words (however unhappily it hath contracted the 
coiLteoapt of the pietQ' gentlemen and fine ladies) 
doth surely convey, to those who understand it, no 
very ndiculous idea. Philosophy, in its purerand 
stricter Mnae, roeana no morethan the love of wis- 
dom; but ia its common and vulgar acceptation it 
tigni&es, the search after wisdom ; or otten, wisdom 
itself; for to distinguish between wisdom and phi- 
losophy (says a great writer), is rather matter of 
vain curiosity than of real utility. 

Npw iVom this fountain (call it by which of the 
names we please) may be drawn the following 
considerations ; 

First, the injustice of onr complaint, who have 
been only obliged to ful6t the condition on which 
we first received the good, whose loss we deplore, 
vis. that of parting with it again. We are tenants 
jM, wiU to iQrtnue, and u we have advanced, no 
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aDDfatderdtion* 6h oiir side, can have ho 'right tv 
aiacuschcT caprice in determining our eitate. How- 
ever short-lived our posseasion hath beeti^litvas 
still more. than. she prooiisffd^ dr we could demand. 
We are already, obliged to lierfor inote than we" 
can pay; birti Idte ungrateful petsons^ with- whom 
one denial eifacea the j^menabratace of .an hundred 
benefits, we fojpget what U»e have-already received ; 
and rail at her, because the is not pleased to con- 
tinue those. favoiirs, which of her own free-will ihc 
botJi, SO: long -bastow^di omus. . 
1, AgaJQ* as we might haVe beeA' called on to fulfil 
the condition) x>i'our:tciiuiFe;long.befoTet. so, soonet 
or later,:of necessity we mluat have done it The 
longest' term we couid hope -ibr is. extneniely short, 
■and-conip!ared:by,Solomon.himself to the length of 
& spaiL^I Oi/wJja* duration is thislife of man com- 
puted-? AsxrriJ'eDer, who sells his annuity at four- 
teen years and a half;; rejoices in his cunning, and 
thinks he hath outwitted you at least half a year 
in the bargain. . ■ . < 

■ But who will ensure.thesfl fodrteen years? No 
man. On the contrary. How great is the preiiiium 
for insuring you. one? and great asit is^'he who 
accepts it, is often a loser. _ : 

I shall not go into the hackneyed common-place 
of the nuiri berless avenues to death ; a road almost 
as much beaten by writers, as those avenues to 
death are by mankind : TibuUus sums them up in 
hailf a verse, 

Ltti milk repfttte via. 

Surely no accident can befal our friend which 
should -so little surprise us; for there is no other 
which he may not escape. In poverty, .pain, or 
other instances, his lot may be harder than his 
neighbour's. In this the happiest and most miser- 
phJe, the greatest and lowest, richest and poorest 
.pf mankind share all alike. 
>, It is not t^^n^ it (aimot be, (ieath itself (whid;^ 
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is'apart of life) that we lament should happen to 
oapfrienti, but it is the time of his dying. We de- 
sire. no€.^ pardon, we dewre a reprieve only. A re-' 
prieve, for how long.? Sine die. But if he could 
escape this feviv, this small-pox/this inflammadon 
of the bowelsjihe may live twenty years. He may 
so; but it is linore probable he will not live ten; it 
is very pcQsible, not one, -But suppose he should 
have twenty, nay thirty years to come. . In pros- 
pect, it is true, uie term seems' to have some^du- ■ 
ration; -but, ;cast your eyes backwards, and how 
contemptible the span appean: for it happens in 
life (however pleasant thejbomey may be) as to 
a weary traveller, the plain he is yet to pass ex^ 
isnds itselt" much larger to his eye, than that which 
heihath already conquered. ' .; : i.^»- 

.And suppose- fortune should be so . generous to 
indiilgi^ us .in tiJue possessidn of our wish, and give 
us lUiiS'. twenty years longer possession of our 
iriend, should -we be thencontented to resign? 
Or shall we not, in. imitation of a child who de- 
sires its mamma to stay five minutes, and it will 
- take thepotioQ, be still -as unwilling as ever? I 
am afraid the latter will be the case ; seeing that 
neither our calamity, nor the child's physic, be- 
comes less nauseous by the delay. 

But, .admitting this condition to be never so 
hard, will not philosophy shew us the foUyiof im- 
moderate affliction ! Can all our sorrow mend our 
case? Can we *ash back our friend with our tears, 
or \yaft him back with our sighs and lamentations ? 
It is a foolish mean-spiritedness in a criminal, to 
hlubber to hia judge when he '- knows he shall not 
prevail by it; and it is natural to admire those 
more who meet their fate with a decent constancy 
and resignation. Were the sentences of fete ca- 
pable of remission; could our sorrows or suiRli^ 
ings restore our friends to us, I. would commend 
him who outdid the fabled Niobe in weeping: But . 
Kioce no such evdut is to. be expected ; siuc( frop^ 
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that Somme- Ma^TraaeUemtamK; surely it. is ^ 
put o£ a wise- sum tm teni^hiiaAOlf be. content 
U' a. ^ituotioir whteli no^witor wisdei^ lalMHir os 
tct, tfeuble ai paiov oan alter. 
, And le!tuaseriDu«l^ex8niiQec,utknrfes,whethef 
S is for tbe aakt of our friends or oiuwlves, thftfe 
we^gBKve;, I am leady to agree with a celebrated 
fnsncli writer, Tkal the tamentation axpmacdfoti 
tke^Joat of our dtarcst- friend is oftetk, inirtali*y^ 
for ourtaivat.;. that, una we concerned at beings leaa 
iitflpy, kst easy^. ati4 of Itss conaequeuce tban wc 
verg.beforr; and' tkuti tbe dead etrpeg ikekommrof 
tho» tiears tcbtci are truly, aked on aacmmt of tkt 
Iwu^: amcludingv-i-iiiat ix these a^ctisMM men 
imfOM on tkemaeiots^ Now, ii^ on the inqtuij^ 
this should be found tv beour cas«, 1 abaU ieair« 
tbe fwtieat to ssek his remedy dsewhete, Inwuig 
firtti recommmdeb to fatm aa ascnbly, a ball, an 
opera, a play, air amour, en*, if he please^ All of 
Ihem ; wttich: will very speedily broduce his: enrei 
Buit^ oa.lhcF-coxitrarj, if^ after tiie strictest exa- 
minatioiBi^ It sbsuld appear (as I make no doubt is 
AOBtetiines- the case) that our sorrow arises fram 
that pure and disinterested affection which many 
natnda ave so £u hom being capable of entertain- 
ing, that they caivlisTe no idea of it; in a vord^ 
if it be roani&stthaitouvfear&ate justly to be im- 
puted to our friead's scconnt, it inay be then wortll 
'Oin' while to consoaber tbe nature and degree of this 
■jnttfeitune.vbicb hatb happened bo bin.; and i^. 
on duly.cojiBideiing it;, we should be able to de- 
oonatrete to oDisetves, that tius supposed dread- 
fink calamity shotakl exist only tn opinion, and all 
it& hotroes vanish, on being closely and nearfy ex- 
Amiaed; then, I apprelund, the very SEWntutioa 
o£ our grief will be Teatoved, and it must, of neoes^- 
4anr consequence, immediately ceHC: 

, .I.9b8U not attempt to make an ettimate of bu> 
JDBiLlif^ whic^ to do in the miost condse Mannei^ 
veuld ^iopce pagoatbait 1 «aa)Ki^ «^W Wt Mf 
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~*iil k be necessary for m<r, since iuhnitting tiiere 
ins itiore mai happiness in life tlun the wiso^ 
men have' allowed ; as th'^ weakest aad simplesb 
will be ready' to confess that there is much evil in 
it likewise ; and as I conceive every impartial man 
will, on casting up the whole, acknowledge thaC 
, the latter is more than a balance for the former, X 
apprehend it will appear sufiiciently for my pnr- 
po3e, that death is not that king of terrors as hff 
IS represented' to be. 

Death is nothing more than the negation of life. 
If therefore life be no general good, death i» no 
general e^il. Now, if this be a point in judgemenly 
Vho shall decide it ? Shall we prefer the judge-* 
ment of women and children, or of wise men ? If 
of the latter, shall I not have all their suifrages 
with me ? Thales, the chief of the sages, held lift 
and death as things indifferent. Socrates, the 
' greatest of all the philosophers, speaks of death at 
of a deliverance. Solomon, whohadtaited allthe 
sweets of life, condemns the whole as vanity and 
vexation : and Cicero (to name no more) whose 
life had been a very fortunate one, assures us ia 
his did a]Ee, that i/ any efthe gods would JratAlif 
f^'et him to renew hia infancy, and live his life ever 
again, he would strenuomly refuse it. 

But if we wilt be hardy enough to fly. in this 
^ce of these and numberless other such authori- 
ties ; if we will still maintain that the pleasivres of 
life have in tbcm something truly solid, and wor*- 
Jhy our regard and desii-e, we snail not, however, 
be bold enough to say, that these pleasures are 
lasting, certain, or the portion of many among uai 
We shall not, I apprehend, insure the possession 
pf them to our fi-iend, nor secure bim from all 
chose evils which, as I have before said, non« 
have ever detiicd the real existence of ; nor ahaU 
we surely contend, that he may not more likely 
^ave escaped thp ktter, tliaa have been deprived 
pf the ftrraer/ ■ ' ' , ' . 
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■ I i^rpember'the' niost excellent of women, and 
tSDderest of nK>thers,'-when, ai'ter a painful and 
darigerousrieliverv, she was told -she had a daugh- 
ter, answering; Goofi God/ /iav&' I produced a 
cr^Mture who is to undergo zs/iat I have suffered t 
Some years afterwaiils, I heard the same woman, 
6ni the-death of that very child, then one of the 
loiieliest! creatures ever seen, comforting herself 
Tvith reflecting, that hef^ child could never know 
ivhat it leas toj'eel such a loss as she then lamented. 
Jn 'reality, she was richt in both instances ; and 
however instinct, youth, a How of spirits, violent 
attachments, and above all, folly -may blind us, 
the day of death is (to most people at least) a day 
of more happiness than that of our biith, as it puts 
anend toaUtiibseevils which the other gave a^be^ 
jpnning to. So juat- is that sentiment of Solon, 
which Crcesus afterwards experienced, the truth of, 
maA which is couched in these lines : 

,,. ;. ultima setnpCT 

' Expcctamja dies Komini, ilidque beatus 
Ante bbiium iwtiw, postTemaqurJitiicra debet. 

- If tlierefore' death be no evil, there is certainly 
no reason why' we should lament its Having hap- 
pened to our friend ; but if there he any whom 
neither his own observation, nor what Plato hath 
_advanced in his apology for Socrates, in his Crito; 
and his Plia;don; or Cicero, in the first and third 
hooks of his Tusculan questions; or Montaigne 
(if he hath a contempt for the ancients), can con- 
vince, that death is not an evil worthy our lamen- 
tation, let such a man comfort himself, that the 
evil which his friend hath snftered,. he shall himself 
shortly have his share in. As nothing can be a 
greater' consolation to a delicate friendship than 
■this, so th^re is nothing we may so surety depend 
on. A few days may", and a few years most infal- 
libly will bring this about, and we shall then reap 
cue benefit from the cause of_ put, present at- 



FOR THE LOSS OF OUR YEIENDS. 45 

fliction, that wc are not then to be torn from the 
person we love. 

These are, I think, the chlejf comforts which the 
voice of human philosophy can administer to us 
on this occasion. Religion goes much farther, 
and gives us a most delightful assurance, that our 
•iriend is not barely no loser, but a gainer by his 
dissolution; that those virtues and good qualities 
which were the objects of our affection on earth, 
are now become the foundation of his happiness 
and reward in a better world. 

Lastly ; it gives a hope, the sweetest, most en- 
dearing and ravishing,- which can enter into a 
mind capable of, and inflamed with friendship — 
the hope of again meeting the beloved person, of 
renewing and cementing the dear union in bliss 
everlasting. This is a rapture which leaves the 
warmest imagination at a distance. Jfho can con- 
ceive (says Sherlock, in his Discourse on Death^ 
the melting caresses of two souls in Paradise f 
What are all the trasli and trifles, the bubbles, 
bawbles and gewgaws of this life, to such a meet- 
ing ? This is a hope which no reasoning shall ever 
argue me out of, nor millions of such worlds as 
this should purchase ; nor can any man shew me 
its absolute impossibility, till he can demonstrate 
that it is not in the power of the Almighty to be- 
stow it on me. 
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ALEXANDER THE GREAT, 

ANA 

DIOGENES THE CYNIC. 



AI-EXANDEB. 



What fellow art thou, who darest thus to lie 
at thy ease in our presence, when all others, as 
thou seest, rise to do us homage ? Dost thou not 
know us ? 

DIOGENES. 

I cannot say I do: but by the number of thy 
attendants, by the splendor of thy habit; but, 
above all, by the vanity of thy appeamnce, and 
the arrogance of thy speech, I conceive thou 
niayst be Alexander the sou of Philip. 

ALEXANDER. 

And who can more justly challenge thy respect, 
than Alexander, at the head of that victorious 

VOL. VIII, E 
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army, who hath performed such wonderful ex- 
ploits,* and, under his conduct, hath subdued the 
world r 

DIOGENES. 

Who? why the tailor wlio made me this old 
cloke. 

ALEXANDER. 

Thou art an odd fellow, and I have a curiosity 
to know thy name. 

DIOGENES. 

I am not ashamed of it : I am called Diogenes : 
a name composed of as many and as well-sounding 

Byllables as Alexander. 

ALEXANDER. 

Diogenes, I rejoice at this encounter. I have 
heard of thy name, and been long desirous of see- 
ing thee ; in which wish, since fortune hath acci- 
dentally favoured me, I shall be glad of thy con- 
versation a while; and that thou likewise mayst 
he pleased with our meeting, ask me some favour; 
and as thou knowest my power, so shalt thou ex- 
perietice my will to oblige thee. 

DIOGENES. 

Why, then, Alexander the Great, I desire thee 
to stand from between me and the sun; whose 
beams thou hast withheld from me some time, a 
blessing which it is not in thy power to recom- 
|>ense the loss of, 

• This k an anachronism ; for Diogenes was of Sinopi?, and ihe 
meeting between him and Aiexander fell out while the tatti;r was 
confederaliug the Grecian states in ihe Pcloponnese before hii 
Asiatic eNpedition; but that seaBon would not have furnished suf' ' 
^cicnt matter fur this dialoguii; we have iherefure 4^(«d the t'mt 
pf it at tJic coufjueroi's ifturo from lndis> 
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ALEXANDER. 

, Thou "hast a very shallow opinion of my power, 
indeed; and if ic was a just one, I should have 
travelled so far, undergone so much, and con- 
quered so many natioos, to a fine purpose, truly. 

DIOGENES. 

That is not my fault. 

ALEXANDER. 

Dost thou not know that I am able to give 
thee a kingdom ? 

DIOGENES. 

I know thou art able, if I bad one, to take it 
from me ; and I shall never place any value on that 
which such as thou art can deprive me of 

ALEXANDEH. 

Thou dost speak vainly in contempt of a power 
which no other man ever yet arrived at. Hath the 
Granicus yet recovered the bloody colour with 
which I contaminated its waves r Are ndt the fields 
of Issus and Artela still white with human bones ? 
WillSusa shew noraonumentsof my victory? Are 
Darius and Porus names unknown to thee ? Have 
Dot the groans of those millions reached thy ears, 
who, hut for the valour of this heart, and the 
strength of this arm, had still enjoyed life and 
tranquiHity ? Hath thea this son of Jupiter, this 
conqueror of the world, adored by his followers, 
dreaded by bis foes, and worshipped by all, lived 
to hear his power contemned, and the oftfer of his 
fevour slighted, by a poor philosopher, a wretched 
Cynic, whose cloke appears to be his only pos- 
seaaiou i 
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DIOGENES; 

I retort the charge of vanity on thyself, proud 
Alexander! for how vaioly dost thou endeavour 
to raise thyself on the monuments of thy disgrace! 
. I acknowledge uitleed all the exploits thou hast 
recounted, ?nd the millions thou hast to thy eter- 
nal shame destroyed. But is it hence ihou wouMst 
claim Jupiter for thy father r Hath not then every 
plague or pestilential vapour the same title? If 
ih-^u art the dread of wretches lo wliom death ap- 
pears the greatest of evils, is not every mortal dis- 
ease the same ? And if thou hast the adoration of 
thy servile followers, do they offer thee more tlian 
they are ready to pay to every tinsel ornament, or 
empty title-? Is then the fear or worship of slaves of 
Bogr^at honour, when at the same time thou art the 
contempt of every brave honest man, though, like 
pie, an old cloke should be his only possession? 

ALEXANDER. 

Thou seemest, to my apprehension, to be igno»- 
rant, that in professing this disregard for the glory I 
have so painfully achieved, thou art undermining 
the foundation of all that honour 'which is the 
encouragement to, and reward of, every thing 
tru iy great and noble ; for in what doth all honour, 
glory, and fame consist, but in the breath of that 
multitude, whose estimation, with such ill-ground- 
ed scorP) tliou dost affect to despise ? A reward 
which hath ever appeared sufficient to inflame the 
ambition of hijjh and exalted souls ; though, from 
their meanness, low minds may be incapable of 
fasting, or rather, for which pride, from the dcr 
spair of attaining it, may inspire thee to feign a 
false and counterfeit disdain. .What other reward 
fhari this have all those heroes proposed to thema 
selves, who rejected the enjoyments which ease, 
riches, pleasure,' and power, have held forth to 
fhein in their native country, have deserted their 
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homes, aad all those things which to vulgar mor- 
tals appear lo\-ely or desirable, and, in defiance of 
difficulty and danger, invaded and spQileW the 
cities and territories of otiiers j when their anger 
hath been provoked by no injury, nor their hope 
inspired by the prosj Cot of any other good than 
of this very glory and honour, this adoration of 
slaves, which thou, from having never tasted its 
-sweets, hast treated with contempt? 

blOGENES. 

Thy (iwn words have convinced me (stand a 
little more out of the sun, if you please), that thou 
hast not the least idea of true honour. Was it to 
depend on the suffrages of such wrttches, it wodld 
indeed be that contemptible thing whidi you re- 
present it to be estimated in my opinion i but true 
honour is of a different nature ; it results from the 
secret satisfaction of our own minds, and Is decreed 
us by wise men and the gods ; it is the shadow of 
wisdom and virtue, and is inseparable from them; 
nor is it either in thy power to deserve, nor in that 
of thy followers to bestow. As for such heroes as 
thou hast named, who, like thyself^ were borji the 
curses of mankind, I readily agree they pursue 
another kind of glory, even that which thou hast 
mentioned, the applause of tlieir slaves and syco- 
phants; in this instancCi indeed, their masters, 
sicic& they bestow on them 4he reward, such ae it 
is, of all their labours. 

AiES^KbEH. 

However, as you would persuade tne you have 
so clear a notion of my houout, I woulfl be glad 
to be on a par with you, by conceiving some idea 
of yours; which I can never obtain of the shadow^ 
till I ba-y? some, clearer knowledge of the sub- 
stance, and understand iti whdt your wisdom and 
rirtue coiuist. 
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DIOGENES. 

Not in ravaging countries, burning cities, pkin- 
d^riug and massacring mankind. 

ALEXANDEB. 

No, i-ather in bitiog and snarling at them. 

DIOGENES. 

I snarl at them because of their vice and folly? 
in a word, because there are among them many 
such as tliee and thy followers. 

ALEXANDER. 
If thou wouldst confess the truth, envy '9 the 
true source of all thy bitterness ; it is that which 
begets thy hatred, and from hatred comes thy 
railing ; whereas the thirst of glory only is my 
motive. I hate not those whom I attack, as plainly 
appears by the clemency I shew to them when they 
are conquered. 

DIOOENES. 

Thy clemency is cruelty. Thou givest to one 
what thou hast by violence and plunder taken from 
another ; and in so doing, thou only raisest him to 
be again the mark of fortune's caprice, and to be 
tumbled down a second time by thyself, or by some 
other like thee. My snarline is the effect of my 
love ; in order, by my invectives against vice, to 
frighten men &om it, and drive them into the road 
ofvirtue. :■- 

ALEXANDEB. 

For which purpose thou hast forsworn society, 
and art retired to preach to trees and stones. 

DIOGENES. 

I have left society, because I cannot endure the 
evils I see and detest in it. 
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AXEXANJ>EB. 

"Rather because thou canst not enjoy the g'ood 
thou dost covet in it. For the same reason I have 
left my own counCry, wliich affofded not sufficient 
food for my ambition. 

DIOGENES. 

But I come not like thee abroad, to rob and 
plunder others-. Thy ambition hath destroyed a 
million, whereas I have never occasioned the death 
of a single man. 

ALEXANDER. 

Because thou has not been able ; but thou hast 
done all within thy power, by cursing and de- 
voting to destruction almost as many as I have 
_ conquered. Come, come, thou art not the poor- 
spirited fellow thou wouldst appear. There ia 
more greatness ef soul in thee than at present 
shines forth. Poor circumstances are clouds which 
often conceal and obscure the brightest minds. 
Pride will not suffer thee to confess passions which 
fortune hath not put it in thy power to gratify. 
It is, therefore, that thou dcniest ambition; for 
hadst thou a soul' as capacibus as. mine, I see no' 
better way which thy humble fortune would allow 
thee of feeding its ambition^ than what thou hast 
chosen ; for when alone in this retreat which thou 
hast chosen, thou mayst contemplate thy own/ 
greatness. Here uo stronger fival will contend 
with thee; nor can the hateful objects of superior 
power, riches; or happiness, ihvade thy sight. Bbt, 
be hpnest and cohkss, had fortune placed theeatt 
the head of a Macedonian army 

DIOaENfS. 

Had fortune plkced me at the head of the woi4d, 
it could not' have raised'' me in my own opinion. 
And is this mighty soul*, which is, it seems, so much 
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more capacious than mine, obliged at last to su[^- 
port its superiority on the back*of a multitude of 
armed slaves? And who in reality have gained 
these conquests, and gathered all these laurels, of 
which thou art so vain F Hadst thou alone past 
into Asia, the empire of Darius had still stood un- 
shaken. But though Alexander had never been 
bom, who will say the same troops might not, 
under some other general, have done as great, or 
perhaps greater mischiefs ? The honour, therefore, 
such as it is, is by no means justly thy own. Thou 
usurpest the whole, when thou arU at most, en- 
titled to an equal share only. It is not, then, 
Alexander, but Alexander and his army are supe- 
rior to Diogenes. And in what are they nis 
superiors? In brutal strength — in whiqh they 
would be again excelled by an equal number of 
lions, or wolves, or tigers. An army which would 
he able to do as much more mischief than them- 
selves, as they are than Diogenes. 

' ALEXANDER. 

, Then thy grief broke forth. Thou hatest us- 
because we can do more mischief than thyself. 
And in this I see thou claimest the precedence 
uver me ; that I make use of others as the instru- 
ments of my conquests, whereas all thy raillery 
and curses against mankind proceed only out of 
thy own mouth. And if I alone am not able to 
conquer the world, thou alone art able to curse it. 

DIOGENES. 

. Ifldesired tq curse it effectually, I have nothing 
nipre to do, than ta wish thee long life and pro- 
epfiiity.' ' - 

AtEXANDP*. ., . 

: Bijtt then thou, must iimh well.tu an iadividuaV; 
wbich is contrary to thy nature, whtf batest all 
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DIOGENES. 

Thou art mistaken. - Long life, to sucli as thee, 
is the greatest of curses; for, to mortify thy pride 
effectually,' know, there is not in thy whole army, 
no, norkmoiigali the objects of thy triumph, one 
equally miserable with thyself; for if the satis- 
faction of violent desires be happiness, and a total 
failure of success in most eager pursuits, misery 
(-which cannot, I apprehend, be doubted), wliat 
can be more miserable^ than to entertain desii-es 
which we know never can be satisfied ? And this a 
little reflection will teach thee is thy own case ; 
for what are thy desiies? not pleasures ; with tliat 
Macedonia would have furnished thee. Not 
riches ; for, capacious as thy soul is, if it ha<l been 
all filled with avarice, the wealth of Darius would 
have contented it. Not power; for then the con- 
quest of Porus, and the extending thy arms to the 
tarthpst limits of the world,* must have satisfied 
thy ambition. Thy desire consists in nothing cer- 
tain, and therefore with nothing certain can be gra- 
tified. It is as restless as fire, which still consumes 
whatever comes in its way, without determining 
where to stop. How contemptible must thy own 
power appear to thee, when it cannot give thee 
thepossessionof thy wish; but how jnuch moie 
contemptible thy understanding, .which caoQot , 
enable thee to know certainly what that wish is ? 

ALEXANDEB. 

. I can at least comprehend thine, and can grant 
it. I like thy hmiiour, and will deserve thy friend- 
ship. I know the Athenians have affronted thee, 
have, contemned thy ptiilosophy, and suspected 
thy morals, I will revenge thy cause on them. I 
wUl fead tny army back, and punish their ill usAge 
ofthix^ Tboa. thyself khajtscconipany us; and* 

* Wiupli «•> tlieakitowBto tbcGretki. 
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when thou beholdest their city in flames, shalt 
have the triumph of proclaiming, that thy just re- 
sentment hath brought this calamity on them. 

DIOGENES. 

They do indeed deserve it at my hands; and 
though revenge is not what I profess, yet the pu- 
nishment of such dogs may be of good example^ 
I therefore embrace thy ofter ; but let us not be 
particular, let Corinth and Lacedxmon share the 
same fate. They are both the nest of vermin only, 
and fire alone will purify them. Gods.! what a 
delight it will be to see the rascals, who have so 
openly in derision called me a snarling cur, roast- 
ing in their own houses. 

ALEXANDER. 

Yet, on a second consideration, would it not be 
wiser to preserve the cities, especially Corinth, 
which is so full of wealth, and only massacre the- 
inhabitants? 

DIOGENES. 

D—n their wealth; I despise it. 

ALEXANDER. 

Well, then, "let it be given to the soldiers, as the 
demolition of it will not encrease the punishment 
of the citizens, when we have cut their throats. 

DIOGENES. 

True — —Then you may give some of it to tlie 
foldiers; but as the dogs have formerly insulted 
me with their riches, I will, if you please, retain a 
little — perhaps a moiety, or not much more, tomy 
own use. It will give me at least an opportunity 
*fshewing the world, I can despise riches when I 
possess them, as much as I did before in my po- 
verty. 
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ALEXANDER. 

Art not thou a true dog? Is this thy contempt 
of wealth ? Tliis thy abhorrence of tlie vices of 
mankind? To sacrifice three of the noblest cities 
of the world to thy wrath and revenge ! And h<tst 
thout) impudence to dispute any longer the sii- 
perioi ith me, who have it in my power to 

punis .y enemies with death, while thou onJy 
cansi persecute with evil wishes ? 



I have still the same superiority over thee; which 
thou dost challenge over thy soldiers. I would 
have made thee the tool of my purpose. But I will 
discourse no longer with thee; for I now despise 
and curse thee more than I (Jo all the world be- 
sides. And may perdition seize thee, and all thy 
followers ! , 

[Here some of the army would have falletf 
upon him, but Alexander interposed. 

ALEXANDEB. 

Let him alone. I admire his obstinacy ; nay, I 

almost envy it. Farewel, old Cynic; and if it 

win flatter thy pride, be assured, I esteem thee so 
much, that was /not Alexander, / could desire to 
be Diogenes. 

DIOGENES. 

Go to the Gibbet, and take with thee as a mor- 
tification; tint was /no^ Diogenes, 1 could almost 
content myself with being Alexander. 
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INTERLUDE 

BETWEEN 

JUPITER, JUNO, APOLLO. 
MERCURY. 

Which waa origiiiBlly inteoded u an 
INTRODUCTION TO A COMEDY, 

CALLED 

JUPITER'S DESCENT ON EARTH, 
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INTERLUDE 

BETWEEN 

JUPITER, JUNO, APOLLO, 

AND 

MERCURY. 



SCENE I. 
JUPITER, JUNO. 



r BAY be pacified. 

Juno. It is intolerable, insufferable, aDd I never 
will submit to it. 

J UP. But, my dear 

Juno. Good Mr. Jupiter, leave off that odious 
word ; you know I detest it. Use it to the trollop 
Venus, and the rest of your sluts. It sounds most 
agreeable to their ears, but it is nauseous to a god-^ 
idess of strict virtue. 

Juv. Madam, I do not doubt your virtue: 

Juno. You don't.' That is, I suppose, humblj 
iiisinuating that others do: but who are their di- 
vinities? I would be glad to know who they 
are; they are neither Diana nor Minerva, I am 
well assured ; both of whom pity me, for they 
know vour tricks ; they can neither of them keep 
a maid of honour for you. I desire you will treat 
me with good manuers at least I should have 
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had that, if I had married a mortal, though he 
had spent my fortune, and Iain with my chamber- 
maids, aa you suffer men to do with impunity — - 
highly to your honour be it fipoken ! 

J UP. Faith! Madam, I know but one way to 
prevent them, which is, by annihilating mankmd ; 
and I fancy your friends below, the ladies, would 
hardly thank you for ohtaining that favour at my 
hands. 

Juno. I desire you would not reflect on my 
friends below; it is very well known^ I never 
she^^'cd any favour, but to those of the purest, un- 
spotted characters. And all my acquaintance, 
when I have been on the earth, have been of that 
kind ; for I never return a visit to any other. 

Jup. Nay, I have no inclination to find fault 
vith the women of the earth ; you know I like 
them verj- well. 

Juno. Yes, tlie trollops of the earth, such as 
Venus converses with. You never shew any civi- 
hty to my favourites, nor make the men do it. 

Jup. My dear, give me leave to say, your fa- 
vourites are such, that man must he hew made be- 
fore he can be brought to give them the preference; 
for when I moulded up the clay of man, I put not 
one ingredient in to make him in love with ugliness, 
which is one of the most glaring quahties in all 
yonr favourites, whom I have ever seen ; aOd yoft 
must not wonder, while you have such favourites, 
that the men slight them. 

Juno. The men slight them! I'd have you know, 
. Sir, they slight the men ; and I can, at this moment, 
hear not less than a thousand railing at mankind. 

JuF. Ay, as I hear at this instant several grave 
black gentlemen railing at riches, and enjoying 
them, or at least coveting them, at the same time; 

Juno. Veryfine! Verycivil! 1 understand your 
comparison,'^ — rWell, Sir, you may go on giving 
sq example of £i bad husband, but I will not give 
iht: example of a tame wife;^nd if you will not 
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.make men better, I will go down to the eartli and 
make women worse; that every house may be too 
. hot for a husband, as I will shortly make heaven 
for you. 

J UP. That I believe youwiU-^ — ^but if you be- 
gin your project of making women worse, I Tvill 
take Hymen, and hang him ; for I will take some 
car^ of my votaries^ as well as you of yours. 

SCENE II. 
£H^er Apollo, 

Apol. Mr. Jupiter, good-morrow td yon. 

Jiip. Apollo, now dost thou? 'You are a 

■wise deity, Apollo; prithee will you answer me 
one question ? 

Apol. To my best ability. 

J OP. You have been much conversant with the 
affairs of men, what dost thou think the foolishest 
" thing a man can do? 

Apol. Turn poet. 

Jup, That is honest enough, as it comes from 
the god of poets; but you have missed the mark, 
for certainly the foolishest thing a hian can do, is 
to marry. 

Apo l. Fie ! What is it then in a god ? Who, 
besides that he ought to be wiser than maq, is 
tied for ever by his immortality, and has not the 
chance which you have given to man, of getting 
rid of his wife. 

Jop. Apollo, thy reproof is just: but let us talk ■ 
of somethmg else ; for when I am out of the hear- 
ing my wife, I beg I may never hear of her. 

Apol. Have you read any of those books I 
brought you, just sent me by my votaries upon 
earth ? 

Jup. I have read them all. ^The poem is ex- 
tremely fine, and the similies most beautiful. — 
There is indeed one little fault in the similies. 

Apol. Whatisthat? 

VOL. VIII. F 
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Jup. There is not the least resemblance be- 
' tween the things compared together. 

Apoj,. One half of the simile is good, however. 

Jup. The dedications please me extreniely, and 
I am glad to find there are such excellent men upon 

earth. There is one whom I find two or three 

authors agree to be much better than auj' of us in 
heaven are. This discovery, together with my 
wife's tongue, has determined me to make a trip 
to the earth, and spend some time in such godlike 
company. Apollo, will you go with me ? 

ApoL. I would with ail my heart, but Ishallbe 
of disservice to you ; for when I was last on earth, 
though I heard of these people,, I could not get 
admission to any of them: you had better take 
Piutus with you, he is acquainted with them all. . 

Jltp. Hang^him, proud rascal, of all the deities 
he is my aversion ; I would have kick'd him put of 
heaven long ago, but that I am afraid, if he was 
to take his residence entirely upon the earth, he 
would foment a rebellion against me. 

Apol. Your fear has too just a ground, for the 
god of riches has more interest there than all the 
other gods put together; nay, he has supplanted, 
us in all our provinces ; he gi^es wit to men I 
never heard ot^ and beauty to women Venus never 

saw. Nay, he ventures to make free with Mars 

himself; and sometimes, they tell me, puts men 
at the head of military affairs, who never saw an 
enemy, nor of whom an enemy ever could see any 
other than the ba,ck. 

Jup. Faith! it is surprising, that a god whom 
I sent down to earth when I was angry with man- . 
kind, and who has done tliem more hurt than all 
the other deities, should ingratiate himself so far 
into their favour. 

' Apol. You may thank yourself, you might have 
made man wiser if you M'ould. 

Jup, What to laugh at? No, , Apollo, believe 
mCj-man far outdoes my intention ; and when I 
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read in those little histories, called dedications, 
how excellent he is grown, I am eager to be with 
him, that I may mate another promotion to the 
stars ; and here comes my son of fortune to accom- 
pany us. 

SCENE III. 

MERCURY, JUPITER, APOLLO, 

[Mercukv kneels.} 

Mer. Pray, father Jupiter, be pleased to bless 
me. 

Jup. I do, my hoy. Whatpart of heaven, pray, 
have you been spending your time in ? 

Mer. With some ladies of your acquaintance, 
Apollo. I have been at blind-man's-buff with the 
nine muses; but before we began to play, we, 
had charming sport between Miss Thally and one 
of the poets ; such a scene of courtship or in- 
vocation as you call it. Say, O Thalia, cries the 
bard ; and then he scratches his head; and then. 
Say, O Thalia, again ; and repeated it a hundred 
times over; but the devil a word would she say. 

Apol. She's a humorsome little jade, and if 
she takes it into her head to hold hertongue, not 
all the poets on earth can open her lips, 

Jup. I wish Juno had some of her frolicks, 
with all my heart. 

Merc. No, ray mother-in-law is of a humour 
quite contrary 

Jup. Ay; for which reason I intend to make 
an elopement from her, and pay a sliort visit to our 
friends on earth. Son Mercury, you shall along 
with me. 

Merc Sir, I am at your disposal: but pray 
what is the reason of this visit? 

Jup. Partly my wife's tempetr and partly some 
informations I have lately received of the prodi- 
gious virtue of mankind ; which, if I find as great' 
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as represented, I believe I shall leave Madain Juno 
for good-and-all, and live fntirely amongst men. 

Merc. I shall be glad to be introduced by you 
into the company of these virtuous men; for lam 
quite weary of the little rogues you put me at the 
head of. The last time I was on the earth, I be- 
lieve I had three sets of my acquaintance hang'd 
in one year's revolution, and not one man of any 
reputable condition among them; there were in- 
deed one or two condemned, but, I don't know 
how, they were found to be honest at last. And I 
must tell you, Sir, I will be god of rogues no longer, 
if you suffer it ta be an established maxim, that 
no rich man can be a rogue. 

Jup. We'll talk of that hereafter. I'll now go 
put on my travelling clothes, order my charger, 
and be ready for you in half an hour. 



APOLLO, MERCURY. 

Merc. Do you know, the true reason of this ex- 
pedition ? 

Apol. Tlie greatvirtue of mankind, he tells us» 

Merc. The little virtue of womankind rather. 

Do you know him no better, than to think 

he would budge a step after human virtue ; be- 
sides, where the devil should he find it, if he 
would ? 

Apol. You have not read the late dedications 
of my votaries, 

Merc. Of my votaries, you mean: I hope you 
will not dispute my title to the dedications, as the 
god of tliieves. You make no distinction, I hope, 
between robbing with a pistol and with a pen. 

Apol. My votaries robbers ! Mr. Mercury? 

Merc. Yes, Mr. Apollo ; did not my Lord Chan- 
cellor Midas decree me the lawyers for the same 
reason. Would not he be a rogue who should take 
a man's money for persuading him he was a lord 
or a baronet, wheuie knew he was no such thing? 
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la not he equally such, who picks his pocket by 
heaping virtues on him which he knows he has no 
title to? These fellows prevent the very use of 
praise, which, while only the reward of virtue, 
will always invite men to it ; but when it is to be 
bought, will be despised by the true deserving, 
equally with a ribbon or a feather, which may be 
bought by any one in a millinei-'s or a minister's 
shop. 

Apol. Very well! at this rate you will rob me 
of all my panegyrical writers. 

Merc. Ay, and of your satirical writers too, at 
least a great many of 'em ; for unjust satire is as 
bad as unjust panegyric. 

ApoL. If it 13 unjust indeed But, Sir, I hope 

you have no claim to my writers of plays, poems 
.which have neither satire nor panegyric in 'em. ' 

Meec. Yes, Sir, to all who are thieves, and 
steal from one another. 

Apol. Methinks, Sir, you should not reflect 
thus on wits to me, who am the god of wit. 

Meec. Heyday, Sir, nor you on thieves, to me 
who am the god of thieves. We have no such 
reason to quarrel about our votaries, they are 
much of the same kind ; for as* it is a proverb. 
That all poets are poor ; so it is a maxim, That 
all poor men are rogues. 

Apol. Sir, Sir, I have men of quality that write. 

Meec Yes, Sir, and I have men of quality that 
rob; but neither are the one poets, or the other 
rogues; for as the one can write without wit, ao 
can the other rob without roguery. They call it 
privilege, I think : Jupiter I suppose gave it them; 
and instead of quarrelling with one another, I 
think it would be wiser in us to unite in a petition 
to my father, that he would revoke it, and put 
them on a footing with our other votaries. 

Apol, It is in vain to petition him any thing 
against mankind at present, he is in such good hu- 
mour with them ; ii they should sour his temper, 
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at his return perhaps he may be willing to do us 
justice. 

Merc. Itshallbemy faultif heisnotin a worse 
humour with them; at least T will take care he 
shall not be deceived ; and tliat might happen ; 
for men are such hypocrites, that the greatest part 
deceive even themselves, and are much worse taaa 
they think themselves to be. 

Apol. And Jupiter, you know, though he is the 
greatest, is far from being the wisest of the gods. 

Mekc. His own honesty makes him the less 
suspicious of others ; for, except in regard to.wo- 
nien, he is as honest a fellow as any deity in all the 
iElysian Fields ; but I shall make him wait for me 
1 — Dear Mr. Apollo, I am your humble servant. 

Apol. My dear Mercury, a good journey to 
you; at your return, I shall be glad to drink & 
bottle of nectar with you. 

Merc. I shall be proud to kiss your hands. 
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TRUE PATRIOT. . 



N° 1. TUESDAY, November 5. 1745. 



Ille Ego, qui quondam — — 

X ASHION is the great governor of this world ; 
it presides not only in matters of dress and amuse- 
ment, but in law, physic, politics, religion, and 
all other things of the gravest kind ; indeed, the 
wisest of men would be puzzled to give any better 
reason, why particular forms in all these have 
been, at certam times, universally received, and 
at others universally rejected, than that they were 
in or out of fashion. 

Men as well as things are in like manner in- 
debted to the favour of this grand monarque. It is 
a phrase commonly used in the polite wojld, that 
such a person is in fashion; nay, I myself have 
known an individual in fashion, and then out of 
fashion, and then in fashion again. Shakespeare 
hath shared both these fates in poetry, and so hath 
Mr. Handel in music ; so hath my Lord Coke in 
law, and in physic the great Sydenham ; ahd as to 
■politics and religion, I am sure every man's me- 
mory will suggest to himself very great masters in 
both, even in the present age, who have been, in 
(he highest degree, both iu and out of fashion. 

Coogle 
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It is, therefore, the business of every man to 
accommodate himself to the fashion of the times ;. 
which if he neglects, he must not be surprised if 
the greatest parts and abilities are totally disre- 
garded. If Socrates himself was to go to court in 
an antique dress, he would be neglected, or per- 
haps ridiculed ; or if old Hippocrates was to visit 
the college of jibysicians, and there talk the lan- 
guage ot his aphorisms, he would be despised ; 
the college, as Moliere says, having altered ait 
that at present. 

But of all mankind, there are none whom it so 
absolutely imports to conform to this golden rule, as 
an author [ by ijeglecting this, Milton himself lay 
long in obscurity, and the world had nearly lost 
the best poem which perhaps it hath ever seen. 
On the contrary, by adhering to it, Tom Durfey, 
whose name is almost forgot, and many others, 
■who are quite forgotten, flourished most notably 
in their respective ages, and eat and were read 
very plentifully by their cotemporaries. 

In strict obedience to this sovereign power, be- 
ing informed by my bookseller, a man of great 
eagacity in his business, . /Aaf nolfodi/ at present 
reads any thing but newspapers, I have deter- 
mined^ to conform myself to the reigning taste. 
The number indeed of these wiiters at first a little 
staggered us both; but upon perusal of their 
works, I fancied I had discovered two or three 
little imperfections in them all, which somewhat 
diminished the, force of this objection, and gave 
me -hopes that the public will expel some of them 
fo make room for their betters. 

The first little imperfection in these writings, is, 
that there is scarce a syllable of Truth in any of 
tiiem. If this be admitted to be a fault, it requires 
no other evidence than themselves, and the perpcr 
i;ual contradictions which occur not only on comr 
paring one with the other, but the same authof 
yfiih himself ^t diiferent days, 
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3.dly, There is no Sense in thesi ; to pi:ove this 
likewise, I appeal to their works. - 

Sdly, There is, in reality. Nothing in them at 
all. And this also must be allowed by their readers, 
jfparagraphs which contain neither wlt,norhumour^ 
nor sense, nor the least importance, may be pro- 
perly said to contain nothing. Such are the arrival 
of my Lord with a great equipage, the mar- 
riage of Miss of great beauty and merit, and 

the death of Mr. who was never heard of 

in his life, &c. &;c. 

Nor will this appear strange, if we consider who 
are the authors of such. tracts; namely, the jour- 
neymen of booksellers, of whom, I believe, much 
the same may be truly predicated, as of these their 
productions. 

But the encouragement with which these lucu- 
brations are read, may seem more strange and more 
difficult to be accounted for. And here I cannot 
agree with my booKseller, that their eminent bad- 
ness recommends them. The true reason is, I be- 
Jieve, simply the same which I once heard an 
economist assign for the content and satisfaction 
with which his family drank water-cyder, viz. be- 
£ause they could procure no other liquor. Indeed, 
J make no doubt, but that the understanding, as 
well as the palate, though it may out of necessity 
swallow the worse, will in genera! prefer the better. 

In this confidence I have resolved to provide the 
public a better entertainment than it hath lately' 
been dieted with ; and as it is no great assurance 
in an Author to think himself capable of excelling 
such writings as have been mentioned above, so 
neither can he be called too sanguine in promising 
himself a more favourable reception from the 
Public. 

It is not usual for us of superior eminence in our 
proiisssion, to hang out our names on the sign-post; 
however, to raise some expectation in the mind of 
lever^ reader, as well as to give a slig)it direction 
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to itJiose conjectures which he will be apt to make 
on this occasion, I shall set down some feiv hints, 
hy which a sagacious guesser may arrive at sutfi- 
cierit certainty concerning me. 

And^r*(, I faithfully promise him, that I do not 
live within a mile of Grub-street; nor am I ac- 
quainted with a single inhabitant of that place. 

Sdly, I am of no party ; a word which I hope, 
by these my labours, to eradicate out of our con- 
stitution; this ijeing indeed tlie true source of all 
those evils which we have reason to complain of. 

Sdiy, I am a gentleman ; a circumstance from 
which my reader will reap many advantages; for 
at the same lime that he may peruse my paper, 
witliout any danger of seeing himself, or any of his 
friends traduced with scurrility, so he may expect, 
by nieans of my intercourse with people of condi- 
^on, to find here many articles of importance con- 
cerning the affairs and transactions of the great 
world (which can never reach the ears of vulgar 
news- Writers), not only in matters of state and po- 
litics, but amusement. All routs, drums, and aS" 
semblies, will fall under my immediate inspection, 
and the adventures which happen at them, wilt be 
inserted in my paper, with due regard, however, 
to the character I here profess, and with strict care 
to give no'offence to the parties concerned. 
' Lastly, As to my learning, knowledge, and other 
■qualifications for the office I have undertaken, I 
shall be silent, and leave the decision to my reader's 
judgement; of whom I desire no more than that he 
would not despise me before he is acquainted 
with ine. 

And to prevent this, as I have already given 
some account what I am, so I shall proceed to 
throw forth a few hints wkq I am; a matter com- 
monly of the greatest importance towards the re- 
commendation of -all works of literature. 

First, then, It is very probable I am Lord 
•B ke. This I collect from my style ia writing. 
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and knbwleiige in politics. Again, it is as pro- 
bable that I am the B— — p of ****, fiom my 
«eal for the Protestant rehgion. When I consider 
these, together with the rwit and humour whick 
will diffuse themselwes through the whole, it is 

more than possible I may be Lord C himseif, 

or at least he may have; some share in my paper. 

From some, or all of these reasons, I am very 

likely Mr. fV », Mr. D--^ — n, Mr. L », 

Mt..F g,"^— "j or, indeed, any other perr 

son who hath ever distinguished himself in the 
republic of letters. 

This at least is very probable, that some of these ■ 
gentlemen may contribute.a share of their abilities 
to the carrying on this work ; in which, as nothing 
shall ever appear in it inconsistent with decency, 
or the religion and true civil interest of my coun- 
try, no person, how great soever, need be ashamed 
of being imagined to have a part; unless he should 
be weak enough to be ashamed of writing at all; 
that is, of having more sense than his neighbours, 
or of icommunicatingi it to them. 

I come now to consider the only remaining ar- 
ticle, viz. the price, which is one-third more than 
my cotemporary weekly historians set on their 
labours. 

, And here I might, with modesty enough, insist, 
that if I am either what or who I pretend to he, I 
have sufficient title to this distinction. It is well 
known that, among mechanics, a much larger ad- 
vance is often allowed only for a particular name. 
A genteel person would not be suspected of deal- 
ing with any other than the most eminent in his 
trade, though he is convinced he pays an addi- 
tional price by so doing. And I hope the polite 
world, especially when they consider the regard 
to fashion which I have above professed, will not 
scruple to allow me the same pre-eminence. 

But, in rea;lity, this is the cheapest paper which 
was ever given to the Public, both in quality, of 
I i,_ .Coo'ilc 
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which enough hath been sauI already, and in which 
light a shilling would, I apprehend, be a more mo- 
derate price than the three halfpence which is de- 
manded by some others: And secondly, (which my 
bookseller chiefly insists on) in quantity; as I shall 
contain, he says, full three times aa many letters 
as the abovementioned papers ; and for which 
reason he at first advised me to demand fourpence 
at least, for that one-ninth part would be still 
abated to the Public. To be serious, I would de- 
sire n»y reader to weigh fairly with himself, whe- 
ther he doth not gain six times the knowledge 
and amusement by my paper, compared to any 
other; and then I think he will have no difficulty 
to determine in my favour. 

Indeed, the prudent part of mankind wiil be 
-considerable gainers by purchasing my paper; for 
aa it wilt contain every thing which is worth their 
knowing, all others will become absolutely need- 
less: and I leave to their determination, whether 
three pennyworth of truth and sense is not more 
worth their purchasing, than all the rubbish and 
nonsense of the week, which will cost them twenty 
times as much. In other words, is it not better 
to give their understanding an entertainment once 
a week, than to surcharge it every day with coarse 
and homely fare ? 

J shall conclude the whole in the words of the 
fair and honest tradesman : Gentlemen, upon my 
word and honour, I can afford it no cheaper; and 
I believe there is no shop in town will use yow 
better for the price. 
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N' 3. TUESDAY, November 19, 1745. 



- Furit enm^ tgwi'i 



Quo que caret Jiammd teeierum est heut. 

SIL. ITAL, 

X HE rebellion having long been the universal 
subject of conversation in this town, it is no won- 
der that what so absolutely engages our v^aking 
thoughts should attend us to the pillow, and 
represent to us in dreams or visions those ideas 
which fear had before suggested to our minds. 

It is natural, on all occasions, to have some little 
attention to our private welfare, nor do I ever 
honour the patriot the less (I am sure I confide in 
him much the more) whose own good is involved 
in that of the Public. I am not, therefore, ashamed 
to give the Public the following dream or vision, 
though ray own little affairs, and the private con- 
sequences which the success of this rebellion 
would produce to myself, form the principal ob- 
ject ; for, I believe, at the same time, there are 
few of my readers who will not find themselves 
interested in some parts of it. 

Methought, I was sitting in my study, medi- 
tating for the good and entertainment of the Pub- 
lic, with my two little children (as is my usual 
course to suffer them) playing near me ; when I 
heard a very hard knock at my door, and imme- . 
diately afterwards several ill-looked rascals burst 
in upon me, one of whom seized me with great 
violence, ■ saying, I was his prisoner, and must go 
■with him. I asked him for what offance. Have 
you the impudence to ask that, said he, when the 
words True Patriot He now before you ? I then bid 
Km shew me his warrant. He answered, there it 
is, pointing to several men^ who were in Highland 
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dresses, with broad swords by their sides. My 
children then ran towards me, and bursting into 
tears, exprest their concein for their poor papa. 
Upon which one of the ruffians seized my littte 
boy, and pulling him from me, dashed hira against 
the ground ; and all immediately hurried me away 
out of my room and house, before I could be sen- 
sible of the effects of this barbarity. 

My concern for my poor children, from whom 
I had been torn in the above manner, prevented 
me from taking much notice of any objects in the 
streets, through which I was dragged with many 
insults. — Houses burnt down, dead bodies of men, 
■women and children, strewed every where as we 
passed, and great numbers of Highlanders, and 
Popish priests in their several habits, made, how- 
ever, too forcible an impression on me to be un- 
observed. 

My guard now brought me to Newgate, where 
they were informed that jail was too full to admit 
a single person more. I was then conducted to a 
large booth in Smithfield, as I thought, where I 
■was shut in ■with a great number of prisoners, 
amongst whom were many of the most consider- 
able persons in this kingdom. Two of these were 
in a very particular manner reviled by the High- 
land guards (for all the soldiers were in that dress), 
and these two I presently recollected to be the 
A-chb-sh-p of Y— k, and the B — p of Win — r. 

As there is great inconsistency of time and place 
in most dreams, I now found myself, by an unac- 
countable transition, in a court which bore some 
resemblance to the court of King's Bench; only a 
great cross was erected in the middle; and instead 
of those officers of justice M'ho usually attend that 
com't, a number of Highlanders, with dra\ni 
swords, stood there as sentinels ; the judges too 
were persons whose faces I had never seen before. 
I was obliged, I thought, to stand some time at 
the bar, before my trial came on, the court being 
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busied in a cause where an abbot was pliuntilF, iiL 
determining the boundaries of some abbey land, 
which they decided for the plaintiff, the chief jus- 
tice declaring, it was his majesty's pleasure, in ail 
doubtful cases, thatjudgemcnt should be in favour 
of the church. 

A charge of high- treason waS then, I dreamed," 
exhibited against me, for having writ in defence 
of his present majesty King George, and my 
paper of the True Patriot was produced in evi- 
dence against me. 

Being called upon to make my defence, I in- 
sisted entirely on the statute of Hen. 7. by which 
all persons are exempted from incurring the penal- 
ties of treason, in defence of the King de facta. 
But the chief justice told me in broken English, 
That if I had no other plea, they should presently 
overrule that ; for that his majesty was resolved 
to make an example of all who had any ways dis- 
tinguished themselves, in opposition to his cause. 

Methought I then replied, with a resolution 
which I hope every Englishman would exert on 
such an occasion. That the i-ife of no man 

WAS WORTH PRESERVING, LONGER THAN it WAS 
TO BE DEFENDED BT THE KNOWN" LAWS OFHIS 

COUNTRY ; and that if the King's arbitrary plea- 
sure was to be that law, I was indifferent what he 
determined concerning myself. 

The court having put it to the vote (for no . 
jury,l thought, attended), and unanimously agreed 
that I was guilty, proceeded to- pass the sentence 
usual in cases of high treason, having fii'st made ' 
' many elogiums on the Pope, the Roman Catholic 
religion, and the King, who was to support both, 
and be supported by them. 

I was then delivered into the hands of the exe- 
cutioner, who stood ready, and was ordered to al- 
low me only three hours to confess myself, and be 
reconciled to the church of Rome. Upon which 
a priest, whose face I remember to have seen at a 
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placed called an oratory, and who was, for his 

food services, preferred to be the ordinary of 
[ewgate, immediately advanced, and began to 
revile me, saying, I was the wickedest heretic in 
the kingdom, and had exerted myself with more 
ifnpuilence against his majesty and his holiness 
than any other person whatsoever: but he added, 
as I had the good fortune to make some atonement- 
for my impiety by being hanged, if I would em- 
brace bis religion, confess myself and receive ab- 
solution, I might possibly, after some expiation 
in purgatory, receive a final pardop. 

I was hence conducted into a dungeon, where, 
by a glimmering light, I saw many wretches my 
fellow -prisoners, who, for various crimes, were 
condemned to various punishments. 

Among these appeared one in a very ra^ed 
plight, whom [ very well knew, and who, the last 
time I saw him, appeared to live in great affluence 
and splendor. Upon my inquiring the reason of> 
his being detained in that region of horror, he very 
frankly told me it was for stealing a loaf. irCe 
acknowledged the fact; but said, he had been 
obliged to It for the relief of his indigent family. 
I see, continued he, your surprise at this change 
of my fortune ; but, you must know, my whole 
estate was in the funds, by the wiping out of which 
I was at once reduced to the condition in which 
you now see me. I rose in the morning with 
40,000/. I had a wife whom I tenderly loTed, and 
three blooming daughters. The eldest was within 
a week of her marriage, and I was to have paid 
down 10,000/. with her. At noon I found a royal 
decree had reduced me to downright beggary. 
My daughter hath lost her marriage, and is gone 
distracted. My wife is dead of a broken heart, and 
ny poor girls have neither clothes to cover them, 
nor meat to feed them : so that I may truly say, 

— Miur, O miser, omnia ademit 

Una diei infesta tidhi totpramia vita. , 
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Here, methgught, hestopt, and a flood of tears 
"gushed from his eyes. I should perhaps have been 
a greater sharer in his sorrow, had not the consi- 
deration of his children's ruin represented to me 
the situation of my own. Good gods! what were 
the agonies I then felt, though in a dream ? Racks, 
wheels, gibbets were no longer the objects of ter- 
ror. My children possessed my whole mind, and 
my fearful imagination run through every scene 
of horror which villains can act on their fellow- 
creatuies. Sometimes I saw their helpless hands 
struggling for a moment with a barbarous cut- 
throat. Here I saw my poor boy, my whole ambi- 
tion, the hopes and prospect of my age, sprawling 
on the floor, and weltering in his blood ; there my 
fancy painted my daughter, the object of all my 
tenderness, prostituted even in her infancy to the 
brutal lust of a ruffian, and then sacrificed to his 
cruelty. Such were my terrors, when I was re- 
lieved. from them by the welcome presence of the 
executioner, who summoned me immediately forth, 
telling me, since I had refused the assistance of 
the priest,_lje could grant me no longer indulgence. 

The first sight which occurred to me as I passed 
through the streets (for common objects totally 
escape the observation of a man in my present tem- 
per of mind), was a'young lady of quality, and 
the greatest beauty of this age, in the hands of two 
Highlanders, who were struggling with each other 
for their booty. The lovely prize, though her hair 
was dishevelled and torn, her eyes swollen with 
tears, her face all pale, and some marks of blood 
both on that and her breast, which was all naked 
/and exposed, retained still sufficient charms to dis- 
cover herself to me, who have always beheld her 
with wonder and admiration. Indeed, it may be 
questioned whether perfect beauty loses or acquires 
charms by distress. This sight was matter of en- 
tertainment to my conductors, who, however, hur- 
ried me presently from it, as I wish they had also 
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from her screams, which reached my ears to a 
great distance. 

After such a spectacle as this', the dead hodies 
xvhich lay every where in the streets (for there had 
heen, I was told, a massacre the night before), 
scarce made any impression; nay, the very fires 
in which Protestants were roasting, were, in my 
sense, objects of much less horror; nay, such ati 
eft'ect had this sight wrought on my mind, which 
hatli been always full of the utmost tenderness for 
that charming sex, that for amomentit obliterated 
all concern for my children, from whom I was to 
be hurried for ever M'iihout a farewel, or without 
knowing in what condition I left them ; or indeed, 
■whether they had hitherto survived the cruelty 
which now niethoughi raged every where, with all 
the fury which rage, zeal, lust, and wanton fierce- 
ness could inspire into the bloody hearts of Popish 
priests, bigots, and barbarians. Of such a scene 
my learned reader may see a fine picture drawn by 
Silius Italicus, in his second book, where he de- 
scribes the sacking the brave city of Saguntum by 
a less savage army. 

I then overheard a priest admonish the execu- 
tioner to exert the utmost rigour of my sentence 
towards me ; after which, the same priest ad- 
vancing forwards, and potting on a look of com- 
passion, advised me, for the sake of my soul, to 
embrace the holy communion. I gave him no an- 
swer, and he turned his back, thundering forth 
Curses against me. 

At length I arrived at the fatal place which pro- 
mised me a speedy end to all my sufterings. Here, 
methought, 1 sawaman who by hfs countenance 
and actions cxprest the highest degree of despair. 
He stamped with his feet, beat his face, tore his 
hair, and uttered the most horrid execrations. 
Upon inquiring into the circumstances of this per- 
son, I was informed by one of the bye-standers, 
that he was a non-juror, who had lent considerable 
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assistance to the Pretender's cause, out of princi- 
ple; and was now lamenting the consequences 
which the success of it had brought on such honest 
gentlemen as myself. My informer added.with a 
smile, the wise man expected his majesty would 
keep his word with heretics. 

The executioner then attempted to put the rope 
round my neck, when my little girl entered my 
bedchamber, and put an end to my dream, 'by 

Eulling open my eyes, and telling me that the tailor 
ad brought home my clothes for his majesty's 
birthday. 

The sight of my dear child, added to the name 
of that gracious Prince, at once deprived me of 
every private and public fear; and the joy which 
now began to arise, being soon after heightened by 
consideration of the day, the sound of bells, and 
the hurry which prevailed every where, from the 
eagerness of alt sorts of people to demonstrate their 
loyalty at this season, gave me^ altogether as de- 
lightml a sensation as perhaps the heart of man is 
capable of feeling; of which I have the pleasure to 
know every reader must partake, who hath had 
good-nature enough to sympathize with me iu the 
foregoing part of this vision. 



N'4. TUESDAY, November 26, 1745. 

Amhubaiarum collegia, pkarmacopoltn, 
Mendici,iMmi,balatrones; hoc gaiusomnc 
Miestum 4 soUcitum est. 

HOB. 

J. HE Author of the' Serious Address to the 
■ People of Great Britain (a pamphlet which ought ■ 
to be in every man's hands at this season), hath 
incontestibly shewn the danger of this rebellion to 
all who have any regard for the Protestant religion, 
or tli<> laws and libertiesof their country. 
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We have further endeavoured, in our last paper, 
to give a hvely picture of the utter misery and de- 
solation it would introduce, and the insecurity of 
our estates, properties, Ijvcs and families, under the 
government of an absolute Popish Prince, (for ab- 
solute he'would plainly be), introduced by the con- 
quering arms of France, Spain, and the Highlands, 

So that every good and worthy Protestant in 
this nation, who is attached to his religion and li- 
berties, or who hath any estate or property, either 
, in church-lands or in the funds (.which includes 
almost every man who hath either estate or pro- 
perty in the kingdom), is concerned, in the high- 
est degree, to oppose the present rebellion. 

I am however aware, that there yet remains a par- 
ty to bespoken to, who are not strictly concerned 
in interest in any of the preceding lights; I mean 
those gentlemenwho have no property, nor any re- 
gard either for the religion ov liberty of their 
country. 

Now if lean make it appear, that those persons 
hkewise are interested in opposing the Pretender's 
cause, I think we may then justly conclude, he 
cannot have a single partisan in this nation (the 
most bigoted Roman Catholics excepted) who is 
sensible enough to know his own good. 

And first, the most noble party of free-thinkers, 
who have no religion, are most heartily concerned 
to oppose the iutioduction of Popery, which would 
obtrude one on them, one not only inconsistent 
with free- thinking, butindeed with any thinking at 
all. Howwould a man of spirit, whose principles are 
too elevated to worship the great Creator of the uni- 
verse, submit to pay his adoration to a rabble of 
saints, most of whom he would have been justly 
ashamed to have kept company with while alive ! 

But besides the slavish doctrines which he must 
believe, or, at least, 'meanly pretend to believe, how 
would a genius who cannot conform to the little 
acts of decency required by a Protestant church, 
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support the slavish impositions of auriciikr co'nfes-' 
sioti, penance, fasting, and all the tiresome forms 
and ceremonies exacted by the church of Rome ! 

Lastly, whereas the said free-thinkers have long 
regarded it as an intolerable grievance, that a certain 
body of men called parsons, should, for the useless 
services of praying, preaching, catechising, and 
instructing the people, receive a certain' fixed sti- 
pend from the public, which the law foolishly 
allows them to call their own ; how would these 
men brook the restoration of abbey-lands, impro- 
priations, and the numberless flowers which the 
reformation hath lopped off from the church, and 
which the re-establishment of Popery would most 
infallibly restore to it. 

Again, there are many worthy persons who, 
though very little concerned for the true liberty of 
their country, have, however, the utmost respect for 
what is by several mistaken for it; I mean licen- 
tiousness, or a free power of abusing the king, mi- 
nistry, and every thing great, noble, and solemn. 

The impunity with which this liberty hath been 
of late years practised, must be acknowledged by 
every man of the least candour. Indeed, to such a 
degree, that power and government, instead of 
being objects of reverence and terror, have been set 
up as the butts of ridicule and buffoonevv, as if they 
were only intended to be laughed at by the people, 

Now this is a hberty which hath only flourishe4 
upder this royal family. His present majesty, as he 
hath less deserved than his predecessors to be the 
object of it, so he hath supported it with more dig- 
nity and contempt than they have done; but how 
impatient the Pretender will be under this liberty, 
and how certainly he will abolish it, may be con- 
cluded, not only from the absolute power which he 
infallibly brings with him; but from the many ears 
and noses which his family, without such power, 
have heretofore sacrificed on these occasions. 

And this is a loss not only to be deplored by 
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those men of genius, who have exerted and may 
exert their great talents this way; There are many 
who, without the capacity of writing, have that of 
reading, and have done their utmost to support 
and encourage such authors and their works. 
These will lose their favourite amusement, all those 
laughs and shrugs which they have formerly 
vented at the expense of their superiors. . 

But if these concerns should appear chimerical, 
I come now to pecuniary considerations ; to a large 
body of men whose whole trade would be ruined by 
this man's success. The reader will be, perhaps, in 
doubt what trade can be carried on by such persons 
as I have described in the beginning of this paper: 
how much more will he be surprised to hear, that it 
is the principal trade which of late years hath been 
carried on in tiiis kingdom. To keep him therefore 
MO longer in suspense, I mean the honest method of 
seUing ourselves, which hatb flourished so notably 
for a long time among us. A business wliich I have 
ventured to call honest, notwithstanding the ob- 
jections raised by weak and scrupulous people 
against it. 

I know indeed many answers have been given to 
these objections by a late philosopher of great emi- 
nence, and by the followers of his school; such as, 
that all jtiankind are rascals ; that tliey are only to 
he governed hy^ corruption, Sec. But to say the 
truth, there is no occasion of having recourse to 
these deep and obscure doctrines for this [jurpose; 
there is a much fuller and plainer answer to be 
given, and which is founded on principles tlie very 
reverse of those which were taught in this school, 
namely, the principles of common sense and com- 
mon, honesty ; for if it be granted, as surely it will 
be, that we are freemen, we have certainly a right 
to ourselves; and whatever we have a right to, we 
have also a right to sell. And, perhaps, it was ft 
doubt in that great philosopher, whether we wer^ 
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Jj'eemen or no, that led him into those doctrines I 
have mentioned. 

Now this trade, by which alone so many thou- 
sands have got an honest livelihood for themselves 
and families, must be totally ruined ; for, if this 
nation should be once enslaved, it would be im- 
possible for an honest man to carry op this busi- 
ness any longer. A freeman (as hath been proved) 
may justly sell himself, but a slave cannot. 

And if a man should be so dislionourable and 
base as to offer at carrying on this trade in an en- 
slaved country, contrary to all the rules of honesty, 
and all the most solemn ties of slavery, vet who 
jA^ould buy him? The reasons against such a pur- 
chase are too obvious to be mentioned. Indeed, 
we may say in general, that as it is dishonest in a 
slave to sell, so it as foolish in a slave to buy; for 
as the one hath no property to part with, so nei- ■ 
ther can the other acquire any. 

For these reasons, I think it is visibly the interest 
of all that part of the nation, to whom I have ad- 
dressed myself in the beginning of this paper, to 
exclude Popery and arbitrary power. 

There is, however, one objection, which I foresee 
may and will be made to this conclusion ; and that 
is. whereas the estates of all the lords and com- 
mons of this kingdom will be forfeited, and at the 
disposal of the conqueror, and the personal for- 
tunes of all others will, in the confusion at least, 
be liable to plunder, that such honest gentlemen 
may have a sufficient chance abundantly to repair 
or cornpensate all their losses. 

I own there is something very plausible in this 
argument, and it might, perhaps, have great force, 
if the Pretender's son had lauded in England, as he 
did in Scotland ; and had been pleased to place that 
confidence in an English rabble, with which he hath 
vouchsafed rather to honour these Highland ban- 
ditti. In this case, I grant, no man could justly 
have been blamed who had fixed the eyes of his 
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affection on his neighboqr's estate, gardens, house, 
purse, wife, or daughter, for joining the youn^ 
man's cause, provided the success of it had been 

robable; such a behaviour would then have been 
lighly consistent with all the rules taught in that 
school of philosophy above mentioned, and none 
but a musty moralist, for whose doctrine great ■ 
men have doubtless an adequate contempt, would 
have condemned it. 

. But the fact is otherwise: The Highlanders ara 
tho^ to whom he must owe any success he may 
attain; these are therefore to be served before you; 
and I easily refer to your own consideration, when 
Rome, and France, and Spain, are repaid their 
demands, when a vast army of hungry Highlanders, 
and ajarger army of as hungry priests, are satis- 
fied, how miserable a pittance will remain to your 
share? indeed, so small a one must this be, that 
the greatest adept in our philoso-political school 
would think it scarce worth his while to sacrifice 
his conscience to the certainty of obtaining it. 

These latter considerations I earnestly recom- 
mend to the most serious attention of the gentle- 
men for whose use this paper is calculated ; and I ■ 
am certain that any argument for the Pretender's 
cause, drawn from the hopes of plundering their 
neighbours (with which, perhaps, some honest 
men have too fondly flattered themselves), will 
have very little weight with any person. Nay, I 
must remind them, that they will not be suffered 
to rifle the very churches themselves, upon whose 
small riches, most probably, the said gentlemen 
have cast their eyes. 

It appears then, that none ffill be, or can be 
gainers by this rebelhon, but Popish priests and 
Highlanders; and I have too good an opinion of 
my country to apprehend that her religion, liber- 
ties, and properties, can ever be endangered by 
such adversaries. 
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N" 7. TUESDAY, December 17, 1745. 



TO THE TRUE PATRIOT. 



Mr WORTHY FRIEND, 

1 RECEIVED your paper, intituled the Ttu« 
Patriot, numbers one and two, inclosed in the 
ftanks of my great and most honoured patron, for 
which I have the highest thanks for you both. I 
am delighted, and that greatly, with many pas- 
sages in these papers. The moderation which you. 
profess towards all parties, perfectly becomes a 
Christian. Indeed I have always thought, that 
moderation in the shepherd was the best, if not 
only, way to bring home all the straggling sheep 
to his flock. I have intimated this at the vestry, 
and even at visitation before the archdeacon ; 

Sed Cassandra noa creditum eU. 

I hke your method of placing a motto from the ^ 
classics at the head of every paper. It must give 
some encouragement to your readers, that the au- 
thor understands (at least) one line of Latin, which 
js perhaps more than can be safely predicated of 
every writer in this age. 

You desire me, Sir, to write you something pro- 
per to he seen, et quidem, by the Public ; as there- 
fore a subject worthy their most serious attention 
BOW offers itself, 'ciz. The ensuing fast ordained 
by authority, I have communicated my thoughts 



SQ THE TEUE PATRIOT, 

to you thereon, which you may suppress or pub- 
licate as you think meet. 

^ tp^iu y tpytv 

PYTHAjGOUAS. 

" Go upon the work, 

" Having first prayed to the gods for suceess." 

As it is impossible for any man to reflect seri- 
ously on the progress of the present unnatural re- 
bellion, withOjUt imputing such unparalleled suc- 
cess to some Other cause than has yet appeared, 
some other strength than what any visible human 
means hath placed in the hands of the rebels ; so 
will it be extremely difficult to assign any adequate 
cause whatsoever, without recurring to one, of 
whose great efficacy we have frequent examples 
in sacreti history. I mean the just judgement of 
Qod against an offending people. 
, And that this is- really so, we may conclude from 
.these two considerations: First, from the rapidity 
of the rebels progress, so unaccountable from all 
liuman means ; for can history produce an instance 
parallel to this, of six or seven men landing in a 
great and powerful nation, in opposition to the m- 
clination of the people, in defiance of a vast and 
mighty army (for though the greater part of this 
army was not then in the kingdom, it was so 
nearly within call, tliat every man of them miffht, 
M'ithin the compass of a few days or weeks at far- 
thest, have been brought home and landed in any 
part of it). If we consider, I say, this handful of 
men lauding in the most desolate corner, among ' 
a set of poor, naked, hungry, disarmed slaves, 
abiding there with impunity, till they had, as it' 
were, in the face of a large body of his majesty's 
troops, collected a kind of army, or rather rabljle, 
together; if wc view this army intimidating the 
King's forces from approaching them by their 
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situation; soon afterwards quitting that situation, 
marching directly up to tlie northern capital, and 
entering it without surprise or without a blow. If 
■we again view this hatf-armed, half- disciplined 
mob, without the assistance of a single piece of 
artillery, march iip to, attack, and smile a supe- 
rior number of the king's regular troops, with can- 
non in their front to defend tUem. If we consider 
them returning from this complete victory to the 
capital, wliich they had before taken ; tliere re- 
niaining, for near two months, in contempt of 
twelve millions of people, above a hundred thou- 
sand of which have arms in their hands, and one- 
half of these the best troops in Europe. If we 
qonsider them afterwards, at the approach of a 
large army, under a general of great experience 
and approved merit, bending their course, though 
not in a direct line, towards this army ; and then, 
by long and painful marches, over almost inac- 
cessible mountains, through the worst of roads, 
in the worst of seasons ; by tliose means, I say, 
slipping that army, and leaving it behind them. 
If we view them next march on towards another 
army still greater, under a young, brave, vigilant, 
and indefatigable prince, who were advancing ia 
their front to meet, as the others were in tlieir rear 
to pursue them. If we consider, 1 say, these Ban- 
ditti, not yet increased to full 6000, and above a 
third of these old men and boys, not to be de- 
pended on, proceeding without a check tlirough 
a long tract of country, through many towns and 
cities, which they plundered, at least to a degree 
up within a few miles of this third army, sent to 
oppose them ; then, by the advantage of a dark 
night, passing by this army like\vise, and by a 
most incredible march getting between that and 
the metropolis, into which they struck a terror 
scarce to be credited. Thougli besides the two 
armies at their heels, there was still one in this 
very meti'opolis infinitely superior to these rebels, 
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not only in arms and discipline, but in num-" 
bcrs who, I say, can consider such things as 
these, and retain the least doubt, whether he shall 
impute them to a judgement inflicted on this sin- 
ful nation; especially when, in the second place, 
we must allow such judgement to be most un- 
doubtedly our due. 

To run through every species of crimes with 
■which our Sodom abounds, would fill your whole' 
paper. Indeed, such monstrous impieties and ini- 
quities have I both seen and heard of, within 
these three last years, during my sojourning in" 
■what is called the world, particularly tne last win- 
ter, while I tarried in the great city, that while I 
verily believe we are the silliest nation under heaven 
in every other light, we are wiser than Sodom in 
■wickedness. If we would avoid, therefore, that 
, final judgement which was denounced against that 
city ; if we would avoid that total destruction with 
which we are threatened, not remotely and at a 
distance, but immediately and at hand ; if we 
would pacify that vengeance which hath already 
begun to operate by sentling rebels, foreign ene- 
mies, pestilence, the forerunner of famine, and 
poverty among us; if we would pacify that ven- 
geance which seems already bent to our destruc- 
tion, by breathing the breath of folly, as welt as 
perfidy, into the nostrils of the great; what have 
we to do, but to set about the wokk recom- 
mended by the wise and pious, though Heathen 
philosopher, in my -motto? And what is this 
WOHK but a thorough amendment of our lives, a 
perfect alteration ot our ways ? But before we be- 
gin this, let us, in .obedience to the rule of that 
philosopher, prescribed above, first apply ourselves 
by fasting and prayer to the throne of offended 
grace. My lords the bishops have wisely set apart 
a particular day for this solenm service. A day, 
which I hope will be kept universally through this 
kingdom, with all tliose marks of true piety ai^tt 
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rc|>entaiice, which our present dreadful situation 
demands. Indeed, the wretch whose hard heart 

.is qot seriously in earnest on this occasion, de- 
serves no more the appellation of a good English- 

.man, than of a good churchman, or a true Chris- 

. tian. All sober and wise nations have, in times of 

.public danger, instituted certain solemn sacHiices 
to their gods; now the Christian sacrifices are 
those of fasting and prayer : and if ever these were 
in a more extraordinary manner necessary, it is 
surely now, when the least reflection must con- 
vince us tliat we do in so eminent a manner de- 
serve the judgement of God, and wheu we have so 
much reason to apprehend it is coming upon us. 
I hope, therefore, (I repeat it once more), that 
this day wilt be kept by us all, in the most so- 
lemn manner, and that not a man will dare refuse 

.complying with those duties which the state re- 
quires pf us ; but I must, at the same time, recom- 
mend to mj^ countrymen a caution, that they 

.would not mistake xhe work itself for what is 
only the beginning of, or preface to it. Let them 

■not vainly imagine, that when they have fasted 
iand prayed for a day; nay, even for an age, that 
THE woR£ is done. It is a total amendment of 

.life, a total change of manners, which can bring 
THE WORK to a conclusion, nr produce any good 
effects from it. . Here again, to give particular in- 
stances, would be to enumerate all those vices 
which I have already declined recounting, and 

. would be too proUx. They are known, they are 
obvious, and few men who resolve to amend their 
lives, will, I believe, want any assistance to dis- 
cover what parts of them stand in need of amend- 
ment. I shall, however, point out two or three 
particulars, which I the rather single out, because 
I have heard, that there are some who dispute 
whether they are really vices or no, though every 

.polity, as well zs the Christian, have agreed in 
condemniag tlieni as such. The first of these i^ 
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lying. The devil himself is, in scripture, satd to 
be the father of lies; and liars are, perhaps, some 
of the vilest and wickedest children he has. Nay, 
I think the morals of all civilized eations have de- 
nied even the character of a gentleman to a liar. 
So heinous is this vice, that it has not only stigma- 
tized particular persons, but whole communities, 
with infamy. And yet have we not persons, ay, 
and very ^reat persons too, so famous for it, that 
their credit is a jest, and their words mere wind? 
I need not point them out, for they take sufficient 
care to point out themselves. Luxury is a second 
Tice, -which is so far from being acknowledged as 
criminal, that, it is ostentatiously affected. Now 
this is not only a vice in itself, but it is in reality a 
privation of all virtue. For first, in lower fortunes 
it prevents men from being honest ; and, in higher 
■situations, it excludes that virtue without which 
-no man can be a Christian, namely charity. For as 
surely as charity covereth a multitude of sins, so 
mustamultitutle of dishes, pictures, jewels, houses, 
horses, servants, ^-c. cover all charity. I remem- 
ber dining last winter at a great man's table, where 
we had among many others, one dish, the ex- 
pense of which would have provided very liberally 
for a poor family a whole twelvemonth. In short, 
1 never saw, during my abode in the great city, a 
single man who gave me reason to think, that he 
would have enabled himself to be charitable, by" 
retrenching the most idle superfluity of his ex- 
pense. Perhaps the large subscriptions which 
have prevailed all over the kingdom at this season, 
may be urged as an instance of charity. To this 
I answer, in the words of a very great and gene- 
rous friend of mine, who disclaimed alt merit from 
a very liberal subscription, saying, " It was rather 
" sense than goodness, to sacrifice a small part for 
*' the security of the whole." Now true charity is 
of another kind, it has no self-interested motives, 
pursues no immediate leturn nor worldly good,' 
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■well knowing that it is laying up a mucTi surer 
and much greater reward for itself. Bui. indeed^ 
■who wonders that men are so backward in sacri- 
ficing any of their wealth to their consciences, 
who before had saQrificed their consciences to the 
acquisition of that very wealth. Can we expect 
to find charity in an age, when scarce any refuse 
to own the most profligate rapaciousuess ! when 
no man is ashamed of avowing the pursuit of 
riches through evcTy diity road and track? To 
speak out, in an age when every thing is venal ; 
and when tliere is scarce one among the mighty 
who would not be equally ashamed at being 
thought not to set some price on himself, as he 
would at being imagined to set too low a one? 
This h an assertion whose truth is too well known. 
Indeed, my four years knowledge of the world 
hath scarce fjirnished me with examples of any 
other kind. I believe I have already exceeded 
my portion of hour-glass ; I shall, therefore, re- 
serve what I have farther to say on this subject 
to some other opportunity. 

I am, &c. 

Abraham Adams. 



N'9. TUESDAY, December 31, 1745. 

Non hoc isla sibi trmpus ^ectacula poscit. vieo.' 

L HE following letter came attended with a small 
present of Bologna sausages, Naples soap, Flo- 
rence oil, and a, paper of maccaroni. 

SIGNIOR sar, 
■ ' ME be inform, dat you be de Patriat, dat is 
' to say, van parson who take part vor de munj* ; 
* now, Sar, dat be comniodity me 4iti forget to 
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' bring over vJd me ; but ven me ave got one two 
' tousand pound me sal send you sum; me desire, 
' darefor, dat you woud rite sumting to recomcnd 
' de opera, or begar rae sal be oblige to go back 
' to Italy like one fool as me did cum, and dey 
' will laff at me for bring no muny from an coun- 
* try vich ave give so much muny for song. 

' Me be, Signior Sar, 

' Of your excellence, de most umble sclave, 

'GiovANi Cantilena.' 

Though I by no means admit that character of 
patriotism which the signior hath conceived, whe- 
ther in Italy or England I will not determine, yet 
as I think it one part of integrity to dare oppose 
popuUr clamour, I shall, in compliance with my 
good friend, and in return for this kind present, 
offer such thoughts as occur to me in favour of a 
diversion, against which so puch disgust seems to 
prevail at this season. 

And in the first place, I think it should be con- 
sidered, that these poor ItaUans, whose property 
is their throats, did not corae over of their 
own accord; but were invited hither. Nor is the 
rebellion a. sufficient excuse to send them back un- 
rewarded, since the poverty and distress of this 
nation, even before this rebellion, occasioned by 
debts, wars, and almost every ptrblic calamity, 
must have deterred any persons from such an un- 
dertaking, who had not resolved to have an opera 
at any rale, and in any situation. 

But, perhaps, this melancholy situation of our 
affairs was a principal reason for the introduction 
of this opera. Is any thing more proper to soften 
and compose the mind in misfortunes than music? 
Ha,th it not always been found the niost effectual 
remedy in grief? And was accordingly used as 
i^uch by tjie^reat Neio, to calm and compose the. 
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agonies of his mind, while his own city was in 
flames; and Homer iufoniis us, that Achilles used 
to assuage the wrath and impetuosity of his tem- 
per by the music which old Chiron had" taught 
him. Nay, it hath been prescribed, by physicians, 
as a medicine for a diseased mind ; and we are told 
by Josephus, that " when Saul was agitated with 
" fits, like a dEemoniac, his physicians not being 
*' able to give any natural or philosophical account 
" of the distemper, only advised the haviug some- 
. " body about hiiji that could sing or play upon the 
" harp well, that might be ready at hand to give 
" him the diversion of an hymn or an air. This ad- 
*' vice was taken, and David sent for, who by his 
" voice and harp cured the patient." 

The great power over the passions, which the 
ancient philosophers assigned to music, is almost 
too well known to be mentioned, Socrates learned 
to sing in his old age. Plato had so high an opi- 
nion of music, that he considered the application 
of it to amusement only, as a high perversion of 
its institution ; for he imagined it given by the 
gods to men for much more divine aud noble pur- 
poses. And Pythagoras (to "mention no more) is 
known to have held, that virtue, peace, health, and 
all other good things was nothing but harmony. 
Hence perhaps arose that notion maintained by 
some of the Greeks, from observing the sympathy 
between thefti, that the soul of man was something 
very like the soimd of a fiddle. 

And this power music is not only capable of ex- 
ercising to allay and compose, it is altogether as 
efficacious in rousing and animating the passions. 
Thus Xenophantus is recorded to have incited Alex- 
ander to arms with his music. And Plutarch, in 
his Laconic Apophthegms, tells. us, that Agesilans 
being asked why the Spartans marched (or rather 
danced) up to the enemy to some tune? answered, 
That music discovered the brave man from the 
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coward ; for those same notes which made the 
eyes of the valiant sparkle with fire, overspread the 
timorous face with paleness, and every other mark 
of tf rror. 

Tliis, therefore, is a second good reason for an 
opera at present, provided the music be properly 
adapted to the times, be chiefly martial, and con- 
sist mostly of trumpets and kettle-drums. The 
subject likewise of the drama (though that is ge- 
nerally considered as a matter of little consequence 
in those compositions) may lend some assistance; 
as suppose, for instance, the famous opera in which 
the celebrated Nicolini formerly killed a lion with 
so much bravery, should be revived on this occa- 
sion. Such an example would almost animate the 
ladies, nay, even the beaus, to take up arms in de- 
fence of their country. 

And what are the objections wliich ourantlmu- 
sical enemies make to this entertainment? 

First, I apprehend it hath been said, that the 
softness of Italian music is calculated to enervate 
the mind. Thjs hath been obviated already. But 
admitting the objection true, where is its validity, 
when we consider of what persons the audiences 
will be composed ? fur not only the common sol- 
diers, but all inferior olhcers, are excluded by the 
price. Indeed, the audience at an opera consists 
chiefly of fine gentlemen, fine ladies, and their ser- 
vants, and except a few general officers, whose 
couragenve ought to imagine superior to tlie power 
of a languishing air, scarce a person is ever present, 
who is likely to see a camp, or handle a musket* 
unless the opera, by being regulated as above, 
should inspire a martial spirit into them. 

Secontlly, it is said, that the immoderate ex- 
pense of this diversion, at a season when poverty 
spreads its black banner over the Avhole nation, 
and when much tlie greater part are reduced to the 
most miserable degrees of want and necessity, is 
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an argOrhent of most abandoned extravagance, and 
indecent profligacy, scarce to be equalled by any 
example in history. 

This, I conceive, is the objection on which our 
adversaries principally rely. I shall apply myself, 
therefore, in a very particular manner, to answer it. 

And here I must premise, that this objection 
proceeds on a tacit admission of what is by no 
means true, viz. That the sums expended on aa 
opera subscription would otherwise be employed 
in the pubhc service of the nation, or at least in 
private charity, to some of the numberless objects 
of it. 

But thiswould eertainly not be the case; for the 
person who could think of promoting such a di- 
version, in the midst of so much calamity, must 
have neither heart nor head good enough to feel 
the distresses of a fellow-creature, much less to re- 
lieve them ; and surely it cannot be supposed, that 
these people will advance any thing in defence of 
his majesty, when they fly in his sacred face, by 
attempting an opera, though he hath himself (or 
I am grossly misinformed) been pleased to declare, 
it is not now a time for operas. 

We must therefore conclude, that this money, if 
not exhausted for the present good purpose, would 
either remain dormant in tlie purse ot its owner, 
or would otherwise be sacrificed at cards, or la- 
vished on some less innocent article of luxury or 
wantonness. 

The expense then of this entertainment, how- 
ever great it should be, will not injure the Public, 
On the contrary, such will be its poHtical utiHty, 
that I question whether this opera may not pre- 
serve the nation. 

Por, in the first place, can any thing tend more 
to raise the public credit abroad, or so effectually 
to refute the slanders of those enemies, who have 
endeavoured to represent us in a bankrupt condi- 
tion, than this very uhdertaking f It luth been 
hS 
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esteemed a master-stroke of Roman policy, as well 
as greatness, that in their highest distress, thej' en- 
deavoured, by all kinds of art, to insinuate their 
great strength, and assert their independency; 
lor which purpose was that e\'er memorable puffi 
■with which they refused the presents of king 
Hiero, after the battle of llirasimene. 

I cannot help regarding our sending for a troop 
of Italian singers, inthis time of distress, as a state 
puff of the same kind. Indeed I am convinced it 
was done with this design ; for are not the very 
persons who are the forwardest in promoting this 
diversion courtiers, and consequently friends to 
the present establishment? Are they not people of 
fortune, and therefore highly interested in the pre- 
servation of national credit? Nor can I help ob- 
serving, as a proof of the policy of this measure, 
another piece of state craft, tending to shew our 
great inward strength and security; for while we 
sent foi^this troop of singers into England, we left 
several troops of our soldiers abroad. And in 
what part of Europe could this pohcy be played 
off with such advantage as in Italy, where our 
principal enemies reside, and where the scheme of 
cur destruction is supposed to have been laid ? The 
success withwhichthis scheme hath been attended, 
must have answered our expectation^ since it is 
apparent, by the arrival of these singers, that they 
tL\e fairly taken in, and imposed upon to believe 
we have still as much money as ever, 

In this light then the opera, and those who en- 
courage it, will deserve our highest encomiums; 
and the subscription to it may he ranked with the 
other public subscriptions at this season. And in 
this light we ought to see the intention of those 
who have promoted it, for the reasons above-men- 
tioned: to which I will add the humane maxim, 
of always assigning the best motive possible to the 
"actions of every one. 

But, on the coutraiy, should we be so cruel to 
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deny any such good purpose to be at the bottom ; 
nay, should we derive this desire of an opera at 
present from the most depraved levity of mind, ap 
Htter insensibility of public good or evil, yet we 
may still draw advantages from our opera, though 
I must own I could be scarce sanguine enough to 
derive them from design. For could it be ima- 
gined of any nation, at such a season of danger 
and distress (which I decline painting at length, 
as the picture is disagreeable, and already suf- 
iicently known), that considerable numbers of the 
inhabitants, instead of contributing all the assist- 
ance in theirseveral capacities to the Public, should 
employ their time and their money in endeavour- 
ing to promote an expensive foreign diversion, 
composed of all the ingredients of softness and 
luxury, such a nation would not be worth invading. 
No powerful prince could look on such a people 
with any eyes of fear or jealousy, nor no wise one 
would send his subjects among them, for fear of 
enervating their minds, arid debauching theiy 
morals. 

Such a nation could inspire no other ideas intQ 
its neighbours, than those of contempt and Ridi- 
cule. We ought to be considered . as the silly - 
swan, whose last breath goes out in a cantata. 
And as nothing but wanton cruelty could move 
any power to attack us, so would the conquest of 
us be no less infamous than barbarous ; and we 
should, from the same reason, be as safe in 
the neighbourhood of France, as the little comr 
monwealth of Lucca was in that of her great sistef 
of Rome. 

For a|l these reasons I am for an opera; but I 
must then insist on it, that we strike up immcT 
diately, otherwise I must desire that Ghost of an 
advertisement, calling for latter payment from the 
subscribers, which hath haunted the public papers 
this month, without having (as it seems) been 
ppo(ien to by any one, to disappear immediately j 
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for I woukl by no means have all Europe imagine, 
that we irant nothing to establish our opera at 
present, hut money. 



N° 10. TUESDAY. January 7, 1746. 



Tu, Jvpiter, qurm statorem hujus vrbis atque imperii veri 
nominamm: iih!nc et hujks mcioi d. tuit aris ceteriique 
templis, d tecfis urkh ac manibus, A vita J'oriumsqm 
eivium ommutn arcebi* : et omnes bonoTum inimicos, hodet 
patrite, latrvnes Itaiia, scelerumfcedere inter se ac nefaria 
iocietate cotyunclos, atemis saj^liciis, vivos mortuosque 
taactabis. 

CIC. IN L. CATIL. 



TO THE TRUE PATRIOT. 

DEAR SIR, Dec. 14, 1745. 

J. HOUGH I live on a small fortune, in great 
obscurity, yet I cannot but be interested in our 
present troubles. My thoughts sometimes lead me 
to meditate, what we are likely to'e.xpect, should 
success attend the present ravagers of our countr3% 
Nay, I have even gone so far as to suppose them 
actual victors, and have in this light framed an 
imaginaiy jouinat of events, with which I here 
present you, as with a waking dream. 

The person of my drama, nr journalist, I suppose 
to be an honest tradesmen, living in the busy part 
of the city. 

January 1, 1746. 

This day the supposed conqueror was pro- 
claimed at Stocks Market, amidst the loud accla- 
mations of Highlanders and friars. I was enabled, 
from my own windows, to view this ceremony; 
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Walbrook church, the Mansion-house, and several 
others adjoining, having been burnt and razed in 
the massacre of last week. Father O- Blaze, an 
Irish dominican, read upon the occasion a speeoh 
out of a paper, which he styled an extempore ad- 
dress. Melancholy as I was, I could not help 
smiling at one of his expressions, when speaking 
of the new year, he talked of Janus's faces, each 
of which looked both backward and forward. 

Jan. 2. A proclamation issued for a free parlia- 
ment (according to the declaration) to meet the 
20th instant. The twelve judges removed, and 
twelve new ones appointed ; some of whom had 
scarce ever been in VVestminster-hall before. 

Jan. 3. Queen Anne's statue in St. Paul's church- 
yard taken away, and a large crucifix erected in its 
room. 

Jan. 4, 5, 6. Tlie cash, transfer- books, ^c. re- 
moved to the Tower, from the Bank, South-sea 
and India houses, which ('tis reported) are to be 
turned into convents. 

Jan. 10. Three anabaptists committed to New- 
gate, tor puUing down the crucifix in St. Paul's 
churchyard. 

Jan. 12. Being the first Sunday after Epiphany, 
father Mac-dagger, the royal confessor, preached 
at St. James's — sworn afterwards of the privy- 
council — arrived the French ambassador with a 
numerous retinue. 

Jan. 20. The free parliament opened — the speech 
and addresses filled with sentiments of civil and re- 
ligious liberty. — An act of grace proposed from the 
crown, to pardon all treasons committed under pre- 
text of any office, civil or military, before the first 
declarations being promulgated, which was in the 
Isle of Mull, about Jg months ago. The judges 
consulted, whether all persons throughout Great 
Britain were intended to be bound by this pro- 
mulgation, as being privy to it. 'Twas held they 
were, because ignorantia legis non excusat. 
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Jan. 22. Three members, to wit, Mr. D n, 

Mr. P — t, and Mr. L n, were seized in their 

houses, and sent to the Tower, by a warrant fi-om 
a secretary of state. The same day I heard another 
great man was dismissed from his place, but his 
name I could rieitlier learn nor guess, 

Jan. 23. His highness sends a message td the 
house, that he would make no further removals, till 
he saw better reason. 

Jan. 24. A great court at St. James's, at which 
were present * and * and * and * and *, and all 
kissed hands. 

Jan 24. The three finabaptists abovementioned 
tried for their offence, and sentenced to be hanged. 
Executed the same day, attended by Mr. Mac- 
henly the ordinary. Their teacher, Mr. Obadiah 
Washum, the currier, was refused access from their 
first commifnient. 

Jan. 26. This day the Gazette informs us, that 
Portsmouth, Berwick, and Plymouth, were de- 
livered into the hands of French commissaries, 
as cautionary towns; and also twenty ships of 
the line, with their guns and rigging, pursuant to 
treaty. 

Jan. 27. Tom Blatch, the old small-coal-man, 
committed to the. Compter, for a violent assault on 
father Mac-dagger and three young friars. 'Twas 
the talk about town, that they had attempted the 
chastity of his daughter Kate. 

Jan. 28. A bill brought into the commons, and 
twice read the same day, to repeal the act of habeas 
corpus, and that by which the writ de harelico 
c^mburendo was abolished. A mutiny the same 
day among the Highland soldiers — quelled by 
doubling their pay. 

Jan. 3K The above bill passed, and the royal 
assent given.' A motion made about the restora- 
tion of abbey lands, rejected by thfe lords, 

seven English Roman Catholic peers being in the 
majority. 
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February 1. All peerages declared void since the 
revolution, and 24 new peers created, without a 
foot of land in the island. A second mutiny 
among the soldiery. 

Feb. 2. Long-acre and Covent-garden allotted 
out in portions to the Highland guards. Two 
■ivaternien and a porter committed to the Lollards 
tower at Lambeth for heresy.' 

Feb. 3. Father Poignardini, an Italian Jesuit; 
made privy-seal. A bill proposed against the li- 
berty of the press, and to place the nomination of 
jnrors, exempt from challenge, in the crown. Se- 
veral catholic lords and gentlemen, being English, 
quit the court, and retire into the country. More . 
heretics sent to Lambeth. 

Feb. j. Apromotionof 18 general officers, three 
only of which were Enghsh. Lord John Drum- 
mond made colonel of the first regiment of foot 

guards, the duke of Perth of the second, and lord 
'eorge Murray of the third. 

Feb. 6. Various grants passed the privy-seal of 
lands in various countits to generals, ecclesiastics, 
and other favourites, ail foreigners. 

Feb. 9. A petition from various persons, suf- 
ferers by the said grants, setting forth their fidelity 
Jo the government, and that particularly in the 
late troubles, though tliey had never entered into 
any schemes in favour of his present Highness, yet 
they had constantly declined all subscriptions, 
associations, ^c. to his prejudice. Father Mac- 
dagger brought them tor answer, that the associ- 
ators and subscribers had at least shewn their at- 
tachment to some government, but that an indif- 
ference to all government deserved favour from 
none; an<l that therefore their petition was rejected. 

Feb. 13. Four heretics burnt in Smithfield 

Mr. Mac-lienly attended them, assisted on this 
extraordinary occasion by father O-Biaze, the 
dominican. 

Feb. IQ. Rumours of a plot More heretics cqm- 
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mitted. The judges declare the powerof the crown 
to suspend laws. Father Mac-dagger made presi- 
dent of Magdalen college in Oxford. 

Feb. 21. Four lords and two commoners taken 
into custody for the plot, all English, and two of 
them Roman catholics. The deanry of Christ 
Church given to father Poignardjni, and the 
bishoprics of Winchester and Ely, to the gcncrai 
of the Jesuits order, resident in Italy. 

Feb. 28. Six more heretics burnt in Smithfield. 
A fresh motion made to restore the abbey lands — 
carried in the lords house, but rejected by the com- 
mons. Several members of the lower house sent 
to the Tower by a secretary of state's warrant, and 
the next day expelled, and fined by the privy 
council 1000/. each. 

March 1. The French ambassador made a duke, 
with precedence. The motion for restoring abbey 
lands carried, and an address of both houses pre- 
pared upon the occasion. Cape Breton given back 
to the French, and Gibraltar and Portmahon to 
the Spaniards, 

March 2. Seven more heretics burnt. A mes- 
sage from the crown, desiring the advice of the 
free parliament touching the funds. An humble 
address immediately votM by way of answer, 
praying that his Highness would take such me- 
thods, as they might be effectually and speedily 
annihilated. 

March 4. Aneniinent physician fined 200 marks 
in the King's Bench, for an inuendo at Batson's, 
that Bath water was preferable to holy water^ 
Three hundred Highlanders, of the opposite party,, 
with their wives and children, massacred in Scot- 
land. The Pope's nuncio arrived tliis evening at 
■ Greenwich. 

March 7. The Pope's nuncio makes his public 

entry met at the Royal Exchange by my lord 

mayor (a Frenchman) with the aldermen, who 
ha*e aU the honour to kiss his toe proceeds to 
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Paul's- church yard — met there by father 0-Blaze, 
who invites him, in the nam'e of the new vicar- 
general and his doctors, to a combustio heeretico- 
rvtn, just then going to be celebrated. His emi- 
nence accepts the offer kindly, and attends them 
to Smithfield, where the ordinary is introduced and 

well received ^The nuncio proceeds thence to 

St James's, where he had been expected for five 

hours the nobility and great officers of state 

all admitted to kiss his toe^A grand otfice opened 
the same night in Drury-Iane for the sale of par- 
dons and indulgences. 

March Q. My little boy Jacky taken ill of tlie 
itch. He had been on the parade with his god- 
father the day before, to see the life-guards, and 
had just touched one of their plaids. 

March 19. Hi? Highness sends a message to the 
commons, acquainting them with his design of 
equipping a large fleet for the assistance of his good 
■ brotlier of France, and for that purpose demanding 
two millions to be immediately raised by a capita- 
tion. A warm debate thereon. ,His Highness goes 
to the house of commons at 19 at night, places 
himself in the speaker's chair, and introduces the 
French ambassador. His excellency makes a long 
speech, setting forth the many services which hia 
master had done this nation, and the great good- 
will he had always borne towards them, and con- 
cluding with many hauglity menaces, incase they 
should prove ungrateful for all his favours. He is 
seconded by the laird of Kcppoch, chancellor of 
the exchequer. The speaker stands up, and utters 
the word privilege, upon which he is sent to the 
Tower, Then Mr. Chancerior of the excheouer 
moved, that the members against the moiion 
might have leave to withdraw; and several hav- 
ing left the house, tlie question was put, and car- 
ried in the affirmative, nemine contradicente. 
- March IS. (,ord C. J.W les, and admiral 
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V n, hanged at Tyburn. Several others were 

reprieved on the merit of having been enemies to 
those two great itien, and were only ordered to be 
■wl ]»t at the cart's tail, 

March 17. Fresh rumours of a plot- a riot In 

the city — ■ — a rising in the north a descent in 

the west — confusions, uprosrs, commitmentSj hang- 
ings, burnings, S;c. ^c. 



-• verbum non an^lius addam. 



V II. TUESDAY, JANUARy 14, 1746. 



EUBIP. IN fH^NISS, 

TO THE TRUE PATRIOT, 

SIR, 

AM a citizen, a haberdasher bv trade, and one 



I 

of those persons to whom the worhl allow the 
epithets ot wise and prudent. And I enjoy this 
character the more, as I can fairly assure myself I 
deserve it; nor am indebted, on this account, to 
any thing but my own regular conduct, unless to 
the good instructions with* which my father 
launched me into the world, and upon which I 
formed this grand principle, "That there is no real 
♦' value in any thing but money." 

The truth of this proposition may be argued 
from hence, that it is the only thing in the value 
of which mankind are agreed; for, as to all other 
jpatters, while they are held in high estimatioi^ by 
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some, they are disregarded and looked on as cheap 
and worthless by others. Nay, I believe it is dit- 
licult to find any two persons, who place an equal 
valuation on any virtue, good or great quality 
whatever. 

. Now having once established this great rule, I 
have, by reference to it, been enabled to set a cer- 
tain value on every thing else; in which I have 
governed myself by two cautions: 1st, Never to 
purchase too dear; and 2dly, (which is a more, 
uncommon degreeof wisdom). Never to overvalue 
what I am to sell; by which latter misconduct I 
have observed many persons guilty of great im- 
prudence. 

It is not my purpose to trouble you with exem- 
plifications of the foregoing rule, in my ordinary 
calling: I shall proceed to acquaint you with my 
conduct concerning those things which some silly 
people call invaluable, such- as reputation, virtue, 
sense, beauty, &;c. all which I have reduced to a 
certain standard: For, as your friend Mr. Adams 
says, in his letter on the late fast, I imagine every 
man, woman, and thing, to have their price. His 
astonishment at which truth made me smilcj as I 
dare swear it did you; it is, indeed, agreeable 
enough to tlie simplicity of his character. 

But to proceed In my youth I fell violently 

in love with a very pretty woman. She had a 
good fortune; hut it was 500/. less than I could 
with justice demand (I was heartily in love with 
her, that's the truth of it) ; I therefore took my 
pen and ink (for I do nothing without them), and 
set down the particulars in the following manner: 
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, Mrs. Amey Fairfa^t debtor to Stephen Grub. 

For fortune, as per marriage ...... 5000 00 00 

Per contra cre<Iitor. 

£. «. d. 

Imprimis, To cash 4500 00 00 

Item, To beauty (for she had a"! 

great deal, and I had a greatV 100 00 00 

value for it) j 

J^em, To wit as ^er conversation , . 2 10" 00 
Item, To hei- affection for me ... . 30 00 00 
Itevi, To good housewifery, a sober, "^ 

chaste education, and being af ,„ ^„ „„ 

good workwoman at her needle, i 

in all * 

Item, To her skill in music . . , . . 1 01 00 

Item, To dancing 00 00 06 

4683 11 06 

Mrs. Amey debtor 5000 00 00 

Per contra creditor 4683 1 1 06 

Due to balance 316 08 06 

You see, Sir, I strained as hard as possible, and 
placed a higher value (perhaps) on her several 
perfections, than others would have done; but the 
balance still remained against her, and I was re- 
duced to the necessary alternative of sacrificing 
that sum for ever, or of quitting my mistress. You 
may easily guess on which a prudent man would 

determine. Indeed, I had sufficient reason to 

he afterwards pleased with my prudence, as she 
proved to be a less valuable woman than I ima- 
gined; for, two years afterwards, having had a 
considerable loss in trade, by which the balance 
above was satisfied, I renewed my addresses, but 
the false-hearted creature (forsooth) refused to 
see me. 
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A second occasion which I had for my pen and 
ink, in this way, was, when the situation of my 
afiairs, after some losses, was such, that I could 
clearly haye put 1500/. in my pocket by breaking. 
The account then stood thus : 

£ s. rf. 
Stephen Grub, debtor to cash .... 1500 00 00 

Per contra creditor. 

£. s. d. 

To danger to soul as per perjury . . 10.5 00 00 

To danger to body asper fetony . . 1000 00 00 

To loss of reputation 500 00 00 

To conscience as per Injuring others 00 02 Off 

'To incidental charges, trouble, ^c, . 100 00 00 

I am convinced you are so good a master of fi- 
gures, that I need not cast up the balance, which' 
must so visibly have determined me to preserve 
the character of an honest man. 

Not to trouble you with more instances of a life, 
of which you may easily guess the whole by tliis 
specimen ; for it hath been entirely transacted by 
my golden rule ; I shall hasten to apply this rule, 
by which I suppose many other persons in this 
city conduct themselves, to the present times. 

And here, Sir, have we not reason to suppose, 
that some good men, for want of duly considering 
■ the danger of their property, Sgc. from the present 
rebellion, and low state of public credit, have 
been too tenacious of their money on the present 
occasion; for, if we admit that the whole is in 
danger, surely it is the office of prudence to be 
generous of the lesser part, in order to secure the 
• greater. . 

\^t us see how this stands on paper; for thus 
only we can argue with certainty. 

Suppose, then, the given sum of your property 
be 20,000/. 

The value of securing this will be more or less, 
in proportion to the danger; for the truth of which 

D,q,i,i.:db,.GoogIe 



113 THE TBOE PAtRlOf. 

I need not only appeal to the common practice of 
insurance. 

If the chance then be twenty to one, it follows 
that the value of insurance is at an average with 
1000/. 

And proportionally more or less, as the danger 
is greater or less. 

There are, besides, twO other articles, which I 
had like to have forgot, to which every man al- 
most affixes some value. These are religion and 
liberty. Suppose therefore we set down 

£ t. d. 

Religion at 00 15 00 

And liberty at 00 02 00 

And I think none but a profligate fellow can 
value them at a lower rate; it follows, that to 
secure them from the same proportion of danger 
as above, is worth lO^rf. 

Now this last sum may be undoubtedly saved, as 
it would not be missed or called for, if men would 
only seriously consider the preservation of what is 
so infinitely more valuable, their property ; and 
advance their money jii -its defence, in due pro- 
portion to the degree of its danger. And as there 
IS nolhinff so pleasant as clear gain, it must give 
some satisfaction to every thinking man, that 
ivhile he risks his money for the preservation of 
his property, his religion and liberty are tossed 
him into the bargain. 

You see. Sir, I have fairly balanced between 
those hot-headed zealots, who set these conve- 
niencies above the value of money, and those pro- 
fligate wicked people, who treat them as matters 
of no concern or moment. 

I have therefore been a little surprised at the 
backwardness of some very prudent men on this 
occasion ; for it would be really doing them an 
injury to suspect they do not set a just value on 
money, while every action of their li^es demon- 
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stfates the contrary. I can therefore impute this 
conduct only to a firm persuasion that there will 
be foolish people enow found, who, ftom loy- 
alty to their king, zeal for their country, or some 
other ridiculous principle, will subscribe sufficient 
sums for the defence of the public; and so they 
might save their own money, which will still en- 
crease in value, in proportion to the distress and 
poverty of the nation. 

This would be certainly a wise and right way 
of reasoning ; and such a conduct must be highly - 
commendable, if the fact supposed was true ; for 
as nothing is so truly great as to turn the penny 
while the world suspects your ruin ; so to con- 
vert th§ misfortunes of a whole community to 
your own emolument must be a thing highly eli- 
gible by every good man, i, e. every Plumb. But 
I am afraid this rule will reach only private persons 
at most, and cannot extend to those whose ex- 
amples, while they keep their own purses shut, 
lock up the purses of all their neighbours. 

A fallacy of the same kind I am afraid we 
fall into, when we refuse to lend our money to the 
government at a moderate interest, in hopes of ex- 
torting more from the public purse; with which 
thou^it a very good sort of man, a Plumb, seemed 
yesterday to hug himself, in a convei'sation which 
we had upon this subject; but upon the nearest 
computation I could m^e with my pen, which I 
handled the moment he left me, I find that this 
very person, who proposed to gain 1 p.cr cent, in 
20,000/. would, by the consequential eftect on the 
public credit, be a clear loser of 2^. 

In short, I am alraid certain persons may at this 
time run tlie hazard of a fate which too often at- 
tends very wise men, who have not on all occa- 
- aions a recourse to figures, and may incur the cen- 
,8ure of an oltl proverb, by being ' Penny wise and 
' pound foolish.' And since I may be involved, 

VOL. VIII. I 
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against my will, in the calamitj-, I shall he obliged 
tp you if you will publish these cautions from, 



SIR, 

Your humble Servant, 

Stephen Grub. 



N. B. As your paper supplies the place of three 
evening posts, I save \^d. per week by it; 
for which pray accept my acknowledgement. 



K° 13. TUESDAY, January 28, 1746. 



Qui non recti initilumit atqve (rudiimt Uheros, non solim 
libfris ted ct reipublicafadant injuriam. 

CICEBO. 

iVl R. Adams having favoured me with a second 
letter, I shall give it the public without any apo- 
logy. If any thing in it should at first a hftle 
shock those readers who know the world better, I 
hope they will make allowances for the ignorance 
and simplicity of the writer. 

TO THE TRUE PATRIOT. 

MT WORTtlT FRIEMD, 

Jl AM concerned to iilid, by all our public ac- 
counts, that the rebels still continue in the land. 
In my last I evidently proved, that their successes 
were owing to a judgement denounced against our 
sins, and concluded with »ome exhortations for 
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averting the divine anger, by the only methods 
Avhich suggested tliemselves to my miod. These 
exhortations, by the event, I perceive have not 
had that regard paid to them I had reason to ex- 
pect. Indeed, I am the more confirmed in this con- 
jecture, by a lad whom I lately met at a neigh- 
bouring baronet's, where I sojourned the two last 
days of thej'car, with my good friend Mr. Wilson. 

Tliis lad, whom 1 imagined to have been come 
from school to visit his friends tor the holidays 
. (for though he is perhaps of sufficient age, I found, 
on examination, he was not yet qualified for the 
university), is, it seems, a man sui Juris ; and is, 
as I gather from the young damsels, Sir John's 
, daughters, a member of the society of bowes. I 
-know not whether I spell the word right ; for I 
■am not ashamed to say, I neither understand its 
■etymology nor true import, as it hath never once 
occurred in any lexicon or dictionary which I 
have yet perused. 

Whatever this society may be, either the lad 
with whom I communed is an unworthy member, 
or it would become the government to put it down 
by authority; for he uttered many things during 
our discourse,' for which I would have well scourged 
■ any of the youtli under my care. 

He had not long entered the chamber before 
he acquainted the damsels, that lie and his com- 
panions had carried the opera, in opposition to the 
puts; by wliich I afterwards learnt he meant all 
sober and dibcreetpersons. And, fags ! says he.(I 
au) afraid, tliough, lie made use of a worse word), 
■we expected the bishops would have interfered ; " 
but if they had, we should have silenced them. I 
then thought tp myselfj stripling, if I had you 
well horsed on the back of another lad, I would 
teach you more reverence to their lordships. 

This opera, I am informed, is a diversion in 
which a prodigious sum of money, more than is to 
be collected out of twenty parishes, is lavished 
1 2 
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away on foreign eunuchs and papists, very scan- 
dalous to be suffered at any time, especially at a 
season when both war and famine hang over our 
heads. 

During the whole time of our repast at dinner, 
the young gentleman entertained us with an ac- 
count of several.drums and routs, at which he had 
been present. These are, it seems, targe congre- 

fations of men and womenj who, instead of assem- 
ling together to hear scwnething that is good ; 
nay, or to divert themselves with gambols, which 
might be allowed now and then in holiday times, 
meet for no other purpose but that of gaming, for 
a whole guinea and much more at a stake. At this 
married women set up all night, nay, sometimes 
till ohe ortwo in the morning, neglect their fami- 
lies, lose their money, and some, Mr. Wilson says, 
have been suspected of doing even worse than that. 
Yet this is suffered in a christian kingdom ; nay, 
(quodprorsus incredibtle est), the holy sabbath is, 
it seems, prostituted to these wicked revellings; 
and card-playing goes on as publicly then as on 
any other day; nor is this only among the young 
lads and damsels, who might be supposed to know 
no better, but men advanced in years, and grave 
matrons, are not ashamed of being caught at the 
same pastime. O tempora ! O mores ! 

When grace was said after meat, and the dam- 
eels departed, the lad began to grow more wicked. 
Sir John, who is an honest Englisliman, hath no 
other wine but that of Portugal. This our boxte 
could not drink; and when Sir John very nobly 
declared he scorned to indulge his palate with 
rarities, for which he must furnish the foe with 
money to carry on a war with the nation, the 
stripling replied, Rat the nation (God forgive me 
for repeating such words), I had rather live un- 
ider French government, than be debarred from 
French wine. Oho, my youth ! if I had you horsed, 
thinks I again. — But indeed Sir John well scourged 
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Hm with his tongue for that expression, and I 
should have hoped he had made him ashamed; 
had not his subsequent behaviour slaewn him> 
totaliy void of grace. For when Sir.Joho asked 
him for a toast, which you know is another word 
for drinking the health of one's friend or wife, or 
spme person of public eminence, he named the 
healtJi of a married woman, filled out a bumper of 
wine,- swore he would drink her health in vinegar, 
and at last openly profest he would commit adul- 
tery with her if he could. Prok pudor ! Nay, and 
if such a sin might admit of any aggravation, she 
is, it seems a lady of very high degree, ei quidem^ 
the wife of a lord. 

Et dies et charta defieerent so imnia vellem per- 
currere, mutta quident impura ei impudica quce 
memoi-are nefas, rccitavit. Nor is this youth, it 
seeins, a monster or prodigy in the age he lives : 
on the contrary, I am told he is an exemplar only 
of all the rest 

But I now proceed to what must surprise you. 
After he had spent an hour in rehearsing all the 
vices to which youth have been ever too much 
addicted, and shewn us that he was possessed of 
them all — Ut qui impudicus, adulter, gartfo, alea, 
VKiJiu, -ventre pene, bona patria iacp-averat, he 
began to enter upon poUtics : 

proares cfnwre i^m an harusptce wbti ! 

This stripling, this bowe, this rake, discovered 
likewise all the wickedness peculiar to age, and 
that he had not, with those vices which proceed 
fj-om the warmth of youth, one of tlie virtues 
which we should naturally expect from the smne 
sanguine disposition, fie shewed us, that grey 
hairs could add nothing but hypocrisy to himj 
for he avowed public prostitution, laughed.a,t a^ 
honour, public spirit and patriotism; and gave 
foflvmcijig proofs that thp mpst phlegijiatic 0I4 
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miser upon earth could not be sooner tempted 
with gold to perpetrate the moat horrid iniquities 
than himselt'. 

Whether this yonth be (quod vir credo) con- 
<:erned himself in the public weal, or whether lie- 
have his information from others, I hope he 
greatly exceeded the truth in what he delivered 
on this subject; For was lie to be ttelicved, the 
conclusion we must draw would be, Hiat the-only 
concern of our great men, even at tliis time, was 
for places and pensions: that instead of applying 
themseh'es to renovate and restore our sick and 
drooping commonweal, they were struggling to 
get closest to her heart, and, lik^ leeches, to suck 
her last drop of vital blood. 

I hope, however, better things, and tliat this' 
lad deserves a good rod, as M-ell for lying as tor all 
,his other iniquity ; and if his parents do not take 
care to have it well laid on, I can assure them they 
have much to answer for. ' 

Mr. Wilson now found me grow very uneasy, as, 
indeed, I had been from the beginning, nor could 
any thing but respect to the company have pre- 
vented me from correcting the boy long before: 
he therefore endeavoured to turn the discourse, 
and asked our spark when he left London? To 
which he answered, the Wednesday before. How, 
Sir, said I, travel on Ciiristmas-day ? Was it so, 
says he, fags ! thafs more than I knew ; biit wliy 
not travel on Christmas-day as well as any other? 
"Why not, said I, hfting my voice; for I had lost 
all patience. Was you not brought up in the 
.■Chnstian religion^ ' Did you never learn -your 
catechism? He then l>urst but into an unmannerly 
laugh, and so provoked me, that 1 should certainly 
have smote him, had 1 not l^id my crabstick down 
in *he window, and had not Mr. Wilson b?en for- 
tunately placed l^etween us. Odso, Mr. Parson, 
says he, are you there!' I wonder I had not 
cmokcd yQu before. Smoke me! answered I, and 
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at the same time leaped from my chair, my wrath 
being highly kindled. At which instant a, jacka- 
napes, who sat on my left hand, whipt my peruke 
from my head, which I no sooner perceived thaa 
I porrected him a remembrance over the face, 
■ which laid him sprawling on the floor. I was after- 
wards concerned at the blow, though the conse- 
quence was only a bloody nose, and the iad, who 
was a companion of the others, and had uttered 
many wicked things, which I pretermitted in my 
narrative, very well deserved correction. 

A bustle now arose, not worth recounting, which 
ended in my departure with Mr. Wilson, though 
we had purposed to tarry there that night. 

In our way home, we both lamented tlit pecuhar 
hardiness of this country, which seems bent on 
its own destruction, nor will take warning by any 
visitation, till the utmost wrath of divine ven- 
geance overtakes it. 

In discoursing upon this suhject, we imputed 
much of the present profligacy to the notorious 
want of care in parents in the^ducation of youth, 
who, as my friend informs me, with very little 
school learning, and not at all instructed f «e nii- 
nimh quidcm imbuti) in any principles of religion, 
virtue, and morality, are brought to the great city, 
or sent to travel to other great cities abroad, he- 
fore they are twenty years of age, where they be- 
come their own masters, and enervate botli their 
bodies and n^inds with all sorts of diseases and 
vices, before they are adult 

I shall conclude with a passage in Aristotle's 
Pohtics, hb. viii. cap. 1. 'On fm- h tm fofiofltTii 
ftxXKrroi wpxyiAalfUTiof 'O'tpi rnv tw yiiat isa.iSiiu.v, tt^u; 

TBTo, ^xxitrn va.i TSDKMn».i. Which, for the sake of 
women, and those few gentlemen who do not un- 
derstand Greek, I have rendered somewhat para- 
|tljrastically iu the vernacular. * No man (fan 
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* doubt but that the education of youth ought to 

* be the principal care of every legislator ; by the 
' neglect of which, great mischief accrues to the 

* civil polity in every city.' 

I am, while you write like an honest man, and 
a good christian, 

Your hearty frjend and well-wislier, 

Abrabam.Adams, 



N'SS. TUESDAY, April 8, 1746. 



Insanuspaacis Ttdeamr eo quud 

Maxima pars kominum nwrbo jactatur eadcm. 

HOR. 

J. HAVE heard of a man who believed there was 
lio real existence in the world but himself; and 
that whatever he saw without him was mere phan- ' 
torn and illusion. 

This philosopher, I imagine, hath not had many 
followers in theory; -and yet if we were to derive 
the principles of mankind from their practice, we 
should be almost persuaded that somewhat like 
this madness had possessed not only particular 
■men, but their several orders and professions. For 
though they do not absolutely deny all existence 
to other persons and things, yet it is certain they 
hold them of no consequence, and little worth 
their consideration, unless they trench somewhat; 
towards their own order or calling. 

As an instance of this, iet us observe three or 
four members of any profession met together in a 
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general coliipany, though it be nevef so laz^e, 
they make no scruple of engrossing the whole 
conversation, and turning it to their own profes* 
eion, without the least consideration of all the 
Other persons present 

Another example of the same temper may be 
seen in the monopolizing particular words, and 
confining their meaning to their own purposes, as 
if the rest of the worlil had in reality no right to ' 
their application. A signal mstance of which is in 
the adjective good. A word which of all others 
mankind would least wisli to be debarred from the 
use of, or from appropriating to themselves and 
their friends. 

Now, when the divine, the free-thinker, the 
citizen, the whig, the tory, <§:c. pronounce sucb 
an individual to be a good man, it is plain that 
they have alt so many diftcrent meanings ; and he 
may be a very good man in the opinion of one in 
the company, who would be a very bad one ia 
that of all the others. 

I remember to have supped last winter at a sur- 
geon's, where were present some others of the fa- 
culty. The gentleman of the house declared be had 
a very good subject above in the garret. As the 
gentleman who said this was, I knew, himself as 
good a. subject as any in the kingdom, I could not 
avoid surprise at his chusing to confine. such a 
person in a cold nighl, in such a place ; but I soon 
found my mistake, and that this good subject had 
been hanged the day before for a. most heinous 
felony. 

An error of the same kind once happened to me 
amongst some gentlemen of the army, who all 
agreed that one Mr. Thnndersou was the best man 
in England. I own I was somewhat staggered, 
when I h^ard he was a corporal of grenadiers ; but 
how much more was I astonished when I found 
that he had half a dozen wives, and was the wick- 
edest fellow in the whole regiment, 
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I cannot quit this head without remarking that 
much incouvenience may arise from these mis- 
takes; and one indeed happened in the last men- 
tioned instance ; for a grave wealthy widow, of 
above forty, in the town where the regiment was 
quartered, having doubtless heard the same cha- 
racter of this man from his ofticers, and misunder- 
standing them, as 1 myself had done before their 
explanation, fell in love with his goodness, and 
married him. A third example may he dvavvn 
from the attention of the leaders of books, or the 
spectators at plays. I have somewhere heard of a 
Geographer who received no other pleasure from 
the .'tneid of Virgil, than by tracing out the 
Voyage of jEneas in the map. To which I may 
■add a certain coachiuaker, wlm having sufficient 
Lalin to read the story of Phiieton in the Meta- 
morphosis, shook his head that so fine a genius 
for making chariots as 0\id had, was thrown away 
on making poems. 

This seiiish attention (if I may so call it) in the 
spectators at our theatres must be evident to all 
who have ever frequented them. Every jokeona 
courtier's not paying his debts, is sure to receive a 
thundering applause from the pit and galleries. 
This debt js, however, paid by the boxes, on the 
iirst facetious allusion to horns, or any otlier sym- 
bol of euckoldom. Indeed, the whole house ive 
seldom unanimous in their claps, unless when the 
ridicule is against the ministry, the law, on the 
clergj' ; whence, I suppose, that as government, 
law, and religion are looked upon as the great 
grievances of the nation, the whole audience think 
themselves aUke interested in their demolition. 

I knew a gentleman, who had great delight in 
observing the humours of the vulgar, and for thi(t 
purpose used frequently to mount into the upper 
gallery. Here, as he told me, he once seated him- 
aelf between two persons, one of whom he soon, 
discovered to he a broken tallocj and the other, a 
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servant in a country family, just arrived in town. 
The play was Henry the Eighth, with that au^st 
representation of the coronation. The former of 
these, instead of adinirinsj; the great magnificence 
exhibited in that ceremony, observed vvivli a sigh, 
' That he believed very tew of these clothes were 
' paid for.' And the latter being asked how he 
liked the play ? (being the first he had ever seen) 
answered, ' It was all very fine ; but nothing came 
' up, in his opinion, to the ingenuity of snuffing 
' the candles.' 

1 cannot omit the following story, which I think 
a very strong example of the temper I have above 
remarked. I remember to have been present St a 
certain religious assembly of the people called Me- 
thodists, where the preacher named the following 
text: *It is reported that fornication is among ■ 
' you.' The whole congregation, as well as myselti 
expected., I believe, a wholesome dissertation on 
all crimmal converse between the sexes ; and some, 
who laboured under suspicJonsof thatkind,.begau 
to express much apprehension and uneasiness in • 
their countenances; but, to our great surprise, the 
aennon was entirely confined to the former part of 
the text, and we were only instructed in the nature 
and various kinds of reports. This gave me some 
curiosity to inquire into the character of so extra- 
ordinary a preacher, and X found, to my perfect 
satisfaction, that he had got his livingmany years 
by collecting articles of news for one of the public 
papers. 

If we reflect seriously on this disposition of man- 
kind, so universally exerted in private life, it will 
lead us to account for the behaviour of men and 
parties in public ; and we shall lose much of that 
surprise, which might otherwise naturally enough 
affect us, from observing the rigid adherence 
which men of no dishonest characters preserve to 
their own jjarty and their own schemes. Hence it 
is, that nieu become more the subjects of our con- 
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sideratiMi than measures ; and hence itliath some*, 
times happened, that men (and those not the worst 
of men neither) have been more intent on advanc- 
ing their own schemes, than on advancing thb 
good of the public, and would have risked the 
preservation of the b.tt£r, rather tlian have given 
up the pursuit of' the former. I have said it; I 
have invented it; I have writ upon it ; are as sub-' 
Btantial arguments with some politicians, as they 
are with the doctor in Gil Bias, who had wiit oa 
the virtues of hot water, and therefore refused to 
agree with those who prescribe cold. To say the 
truth, this partiality to ourselves, our own opir. 
nions, and our own party, bath introduced many 
dangerous evils into commonwealthB. It is thi& 
humour which keeps up the name of Jacobitism 
in this kingdom ; and it is this humour only, froni 
which his present Majesty or his administration 
can derive a single enemy within it. The Opposi- 
tion (if a handful ofmfn, and those for the most 
part totally insigniiicant, as well in fortune as abi- 
lities, are worthy that name) would, I believe, be 
puzzled to give any better reason for tlieir con- 
duct than the aforesaid doctor, or than parson 
Adams hath done for them, who says, that Oppo- 
sition is derived from the verb eppono, and thattbo 
English of the verb oppono is to oppose. 
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Medici medium pcrtuadite venam. Jxiv. 

X HAVE heard it often objected to the friends of the 
government, when they have expressed their ap- 
prehensions of a Jacobite- party in this kingdom, 
that thesefcars\\'CTe counterfeited, in order to fonu 
■anargumentforthesupportofastandingarmy, orto 
excuse some other ministerial schemes; for that, in 
reaUty, the \-ery seeds of Jacobitism were destroyed, 
'and rooted out from the minds of every Protestant 
British subject. 

lam norashamcd to own myself to have been one 
of the many who were imposed on by these sugges- 
Vionsr lam nruchmorc concerned to seethat this was 
'animposition,andthatcxpericnceshouldat!asthave 
convinced every man, that there are still some per-' 
sons (an inconsiderable party indeed, when com- 
pared to the number of loyal subjects), who pro- 
fess the Protestant religion, while they wish well 
-to the designs of a Popish Pretender. 

The principal motive which induced me to hold 
my former opinion, wus the reasonableness of it. I 
disbelieved tne existence of Protestant Jacobitism, 
from the same principles which inspire me to deny 
our assent to many of these strange relations which 
certain voyage- writers recount tg us. I looked 
upon such an animal as a greater monster, than the 
most romantic of tliese writers have ever described, 
and was therefore easily persuaded to credit those 
■who very solemnly assured us, there was no such 
to be found in the land. 

I have hitherto avoided any contest with these 
sort of gentlemen, not from the contempt of so 
poor a victory; for I should think my labours well 
■bestow'ed, in bringing the weakest of tliem orcr to 
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the cause of truth ; but in plain fact, they arc the 
last persons with whom I would willingly enter the 
. lists of disputation, frOm absolute despair of -suc- 
cess ; for what is so difficult to answer as nothing, 
or what more impossible to be evinced, than the 
light of the sun to him who hath not eyes to dis- 
cern it. I have therefore greatly admired the patrio- 
.tism of those heroes, who have formerly wasted 
much of their time to prove, that millions were not 
intended by an all-good Being, for the use and wan- 
ton disposition of one man; that a Protestant church 
was not absolutely secure under the protection of a 
prince, who looks on himself as bound by his reli- 
gion, and that on pain of damnation, to destroy it; 
that a magistrate, attempting to destroy those laws 
and constitutions which he was sworn and obliged 
to defend, forfeited that power which he so entirely 
perverted ; with numberless other propositions 
equally plain and demonstrable, or rather indeed 
self-evident. So that if the absurdity of their tenets 
was not of itself sufficiently apparent, and did not 
^lare them in the face, it hath been so inefragably 
proved by the labours of those good men^ who have 
imdertalcen the defence of the revolution, that the 
Jacobites of this, age have no other excuse left, 
but that of not being able to read. 

This is an excuse which I am sensible may be 
fairly pleaded by many, and those hone of the least 
considerable pillars of the party. Tlrere have been, 
however, some who have not only read, but have 
endeavoured to answer these writers ; and liave 
very modestly attempted to oppose the common 
sense of mankind, in a point wherein their highest 
interest is concerned. 

As such performances are seldom long-lived, 
few of them have reached our days; but the fol- 
lowing letter, which 1 look upon as a very curious 
fjiece, and which was written in the reign of the 
ate king William, contains, I believe, the sum of 
alt those arguments which have been ever used on 
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the behalf of Jacobitism ; I shall, therefore, give 
it the reader, after hAving premised, that it 'w^a 
written by a no»-juror to his son at Oxford. 

* DEAR SON, 

* I RECEIVED yours of the 4th past, and am so 

* well satisfied with your conduct on tlie birth-day 

* of that old rump rogue with an orange, that I 
' have sent you a draft on your tutor, according 

* to your desires. As long as my son preserves his 

* principles sound, I shall not be angry at any , 
' frolicks of youth. Provided, therefore, you 

* never get drunk but on holidays (as the govern- 
' ment are pleased to call them), and in toasting 
' the damnation of tlie rump, and ronfusion to the 
' day, ^-c. you may confess yourself freely, without 
' fear of incurring my'displeasure. I approve the 

* company you keep much. Be sure not to herd 
*.with the sons of courtiers; for there is no con- 
' science nor honesty in them; nor will tlie nation 

,* ever thrive till tlie king enjoys his own again; 

* a health which I never fail to drink every day of 
' my life in a bumper, and I hope you do the lik^ 
' I shall never think I can remind you often 
■' enough of these matters ; for I had -rather see 
' you hanged for your true king, than enjoying a 

' place under this orange rascal, who has undone , 
'the nation. Our family have always, I thank 
' God, been of the same kidney, and I hope will 
.* remain so to all posterity. It is the true old 
' Cause, and we will live and die by it, I>oy. Damn 
' the rump ; that is my motto. Old England will 

* never see any good days, till it is thoroughly 
' roasted. Your godfather, Sir John, dined with 
' me yesterday : he asked kindly after you. We 
' drank nine bottles a-piece of stum, and talked 
' over all matters. We scarce uttered a word for 

* which the rascally whigs would npt have hanged 
''us; but I desire no better from fellows who 

* would puU down the church, if they had it in 
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* their power. I fear not, however, that it will 
^ be able to stand in"8pite of all their malice, and 

* that I shall drink church and king as long as I 
' live. You know what king I mean. God re- 

* move him from that side of the water on which 

* he now is. Let every man have his own, I say, 

* and I am sure that is the sentiment of an honest 

* man ; and of one who abhors these persecuting 
' rascals, who make men pay for their consciences. 

* But do thou, my boy, rather submit to their 

' power than court their favour i forright is right; ' 

* and though might may overcome it, it can never 

* be abolished. If kings derive their power from 
•' heaven, men can have no just pretence to de- 
.' prive them of it Orange hath no such right. 

* We know he was made by men, and consequently 
.' his title cannot be deduced from heaven. Your 
' tutor informs me, you have been in great appre- 
' hensiou for the church at Oxford, and we in the 
' country agree it is in danger; But let her enemies 

* do what they can, honest hearts will continue to 
' drink to her preservation j and while the whigs 
' see the unalterable determination of our party, 
' they will always be afraid of executing their 
.' wicked purposes. As to taxes, we must expect 

* them, while the government is in such hands, 
•* and the true king in banishment. A whig jus- 

* tice of peace at the sessions the other day, h4d 
' the impudence to tell me, they were imposed by 
' parliament; but how can that be a parliament 
' which want(Soiie4>art iu three of its constituents; 
' nay, and that ihi? head. . Is not the head su- 
' perior to tjie body? And consequently, hath not 

* thq .king a better right to impose taxes, than 

* lords and commons without a king? Let right 
' take plati;, say I, and then we will pay without 
' grumbling; but to be taxed by a rump, a set of 
' whigs and presbyterians, and fellows with an 

.* orange in their mouths; I will drink confusion 

* to them 9S long . &s I can staud. Howtiver, 
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* I hope soon to see better times, and that we 
' may change our healths, and drink to our friends 
' openly; for we are assured here by some Romaa 

* Catholic priests, who are honcster fellows than 
■ ' whigs, and may be brought oyer to go to church 

* in time, that the French King will do his utmost 
' to restore us again to our liberties and properties; 

* for which reason we always drink his health and 
' success, immediately after church and king, and 

* confusion to the rump. I hope you will do, the 

* same at your chib at Oxford; for take it from 
' me as I ha\'e if from others, that all the hopes 

* this nation have of being preserved is from that 

* quarter. Indeed, there wants no other reason 
' for our drinking him, than that the whigs are his 

* enemies ; for nothing can ever be good for this 
' nation which those rascals wish well to, I am 

* sura no one ever suspected me of wishing well to 
' the Pope, and yet I would drink his health sooner 

* than I would that of a presbytefian. I hope yoii " 
'will never converse witlj any such> but when 

* you can't find true church of Englandmen, rather ' 

* ctiuse papists ; for they are less enemies to our 

* chilrch ; and that they would destroy it must be 

* a lie, because the whigs say it: But confusion to 
' them ;■ and may the king enjoy his owb again, 
^iU always be the tpast of,, i^c' 
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JACOBITE'S JOURNAL* 



Bv JOHN TROTT-PLAID, Esq. 



N* 15. SATURDAY, Makch 12, 1748. 



To the Writer of the JACOBITE JOURNAL 



X OU have hete a translation of a Latin ?oem, 
entitled, De Arte Jacobitica, in three books. I 
have sent yoii the English version of the first book, 
because I have been told that Jacobites are no 
scholars, and understand no Latin. If you like 
this, you may hereafter receive the translation of 
the second book. Mean time, I xemaiD yours, ^c. 
M. O. A. J. 

Horace wrote the Art of Poetry, Ovid tlK At 
ofLove, and IwritetheArtof JacobiUsm. — Come, 
Tistphone, from hell, bring with thee ill-judgin? 
zeal, and obstinate bigotry, and inspire me with all 
thy furies, while I teach the black art of jacoWtism. 
*Twas thou that didst instruct the holy Inquiutors, 
and those miscreants that belied the sacred name 
of Jesus, to embrue their hands in Christian blood i 
Nor hast thou been unmindful of the English na- 
tion : we too can boast our Lauds, our Sacneverels, 
our *• ok* •ippen*. [Here several .proper names 
were doubtless in the original, but toe rats or 
moths have devoured them.j 
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First of all, learn the art of lying, and misreprt- 
senting. Fling dirt enough, and some will cer- 
tainly stick. You may venture to. abuse the kinj? 
himself; but do this with caution, for the sake of 
your ears ami bead. But spare not his ministers^ 
give a wrong turn to their most plausible actions. 
If they prosecute the war with vigour, swear they 
are neglectful; if they desire a peace, call them 
CQwards ; if war, call them blood-thirsty, and 
seekers after the ruin of their country. "Twas by 
such arts as these that the brave Marlborough, 
-and the just Godolphin, fell a victim to the in- 
trigues of Hflrley and ***. You may add per- 
jury to your lies, Jupiter, 'tis said, laughs at the 
perjuty of.ldvcrs; he baa many a time forsworn 
himself to Jiino. You have Jupiter for yoKr ex- 
ample: what can a pagan, like yoursdf, desirs 
niQr<? 

The next thingyou areto remember, is to ^^ 
a love to your country aiid Triiglon; the lessyott, 
have of both, the better you can feign both. O 
liberty ! virtue ! Ci my country ! Remember to 
have such expressions as these constantly in your 
mouth. Words do' wonders with silly people; 
but don't too openly discover your design of 
Tuining- ydur country by changing the reTigion 
of it, and introducing arbitrary power and a 
Popijfli king. Don't be caught in your own trap. 
Remember, the end of Pej-illus, who was burnt ift 
his own bull; and you may be ruined yourself 
before your bring about tbe ruin of your country. 
Keep^erefore to general terms, and never descend 
to particulars. You may wish things went better. 
T— You can't tell, but aurely 'twas better in good 
Qu6^ Anna's days — or in the bacchanalian times 
pf Charles — or, in the holy iBartyr's leigo. At tli* 
psentio&ing.tfae martyr, you may drop s te^; 9.iad 
if you are mue of your silly ■ company, you may 
. #w«Bfr^^ present inuiistry cut off his h^Ui. Jtasi- 
chroniim^-jHiUtics is x^ naoM £i^^ Ukih ana* 
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chronism in poetry. If you are among good and 
orthodox churchmen, you may swear the church 
of England is in danger under a church of Eng- 
land king, and cannot he secure unless the Popish 
Pretender is restored. Paradoxes in conversation 
are to be supported with confidence and sophistry. 
Rertiember likewise, that you frequently inculcate 
the divine right of kings to do wrong- and that 
they are accountable to God only for being deviU 
upon earth. 

Various people-are to be taken by various me- 
thods; and a wise Proteus will turn himself into all 
shapes. This Pioteus, the Fables say, was an Egyp- 
tian conjuror, and transformed himself into what 
monstrous appearance he pleased ; he roared a hon, 
lie grinned a wolf, he flashed a fire, he flowed a 
river.. This Proteus be thou; roar, grin, flash, and 
flow. Spread thy nets, and catch the various fiy 
with various baits. Consider a little the disposi- 
tions of mankind ; the young are open and honest, 
the old are cautious and wary. Old birds are not 
to he caught with chaff; and an old hare will be 
sure to double. 

But you will ask, perhaps, where the proper per- 
sons are.to be found, to make proselytes of to jaco- 
bitism? This is an inquiry worthy a sportsman; 
for he is a barf huntsman who would beat about 
the Royal Exchange for a hare or a fox ; and not 
a much better gunner or fisherman, who goes 3 
shooting in Somerset- Gardens, or attempts to angle 
in the magnificent bason there. As those all know 
the places where their game resort, so must you. 
You have no occasion to go with parson White- 
field to Georgia after a young jacobite ; but you 
may go. with parson Whitefield to Kennington- 
Common or Bagshot- Heath, or Hounslow, in quest 
• of one; for want has made many a man a jacobite, 
revenge «iore, an.d ignorance thousands. Want 
and' penury bid you hope for change. Revengft 
works s.trpnger m the humaa. heart than even 
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penury. Who can bear to see a rival prevail ? 
Hence the affected patriotism of*** and** and*. 
[Here likewise are many proper names lost, never 
to be retrieved but by conjecture.] Ignorance is 
the mother of jacobitism. Hence the rural sports- 
men and fox-hunters will fall an easy prey; and 
the country will afford sufficient plenty of younger 
brothers, whose eyes their good mothers have kept 
betimes from poring on Greek and Latin authors ; 
those Greek and Latin authors whicli have been 
the bane of the jacobite cause, and inspired men 
with the love of Athenian liberty and old Rome, 
and taoght them to hate tyrants and arbitrary 
governments. Ivondon too has all sorts of game 
for the net Whores and rogues abound there; 
many are ruined, and most in a fair way of being 
so. How many disappointed out-of-place poor 
rogues do we every day meet? And what universal 
ignorance, attended with complicated impudence? 
In short, the variety is so great, that it will even 
distract ypur choice. 

Butaboveall,in times of public calamities, then 
remember your lesson; say, God himself is turned 
our enemy. And if by chance our monarch should 
meditate new triumphs, and resolve on the punish- 
ment of France ; then, when William, the avenger, 
is abroad, do thou raise commotions and tumults 
at home: Whilst he, ail gold, shines in the Gallic, 
plains, carrying in his hand his father's thunder; 
do tliou, ail lies, walk the dirty streets of London ; 
and remember, I repeat it again, fling dirt enough; 
blacken, lie, and defame. Perhaps some Jack Cade 
may arise in the glorious cause of jacobitism, and. 
shake the throne itself; while swarms of locusts 
and caterpillars come from the north, and devour 
the fruits of England. 

Part of our undertaking still remains, and part 
is finished ; here then, let us cast anoiioi> and 
)»oor the ship. 
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IS" 34. SATURDAY, July 23, 1748. 



Talem u lataferetat 

Per medioSf instans open, reg^hque futuris. 

VIRG. 

To the Author of the JACOBITE JOURNAL. 



1 HE serious truths contained in this letter, 
will, I hope, make an apology unnecessary. You 
are to know, that I am of that high' order of be- 
ings, which the world calls a married man ; that 
to render my state of life happy, as well as honour- 
able, I have, in everj- thing, submitted to the will 
of my wife; and this, I can truly say, not more 
. from a conviction of the great duty of obedience, 
tban to avoid contention, and to promote family- 
peace and good-humour in my house. It is now 
eleven years since the kindest and the loveliest of 
her sex honoured me with the possession of her 
sweetness; In all which time, till within a little 
more than a twelvemonth, she has condescended 
to make my servitude my delight, abridging me' 
only where my wishes were strongest, and conse- 
quently leading to excess; and indulging me in 
every thing indifferent in my own <y>inion, or de- 
sii'ahle in hers. This uniformity of conduct had 
rendered us the admiration and envy of all our 
acquaintance; there was hardly a married woman 
who visited us, but proposed me as an example to 
her husband, and treasured up the maxims of my 
wife, as so many lessons for her own conduct. We 
were, in short, a couple who left not happiness to 
chance; oneplanned' what the other executed, atid 
both enjoyed the fruits of our care. Alas! Mr. 
Trott-Plaid, I wish the business of this letter was 
only to tell you of my happiness; but that (how- 
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ever well secured as you may think) lias known 
its period, and I am at present the most miserable 
pf all beings. It is now about a year since a grave 
clergyman from Oxford came to board with us. 
To this gentleman (though no seducerof what my 
wife calls her virtue) I owe all ray misfortunes. 
He had not be^ a month in the family, before I 
observed that my wife's head had taken a political 
turn; thf aAairs of her family began to be neg- 
lected; and notwithstanding we owed our entir« 
'support to a genteel post I enjoyed under the go- 
vernment, I was compelled every day at tacble to 
hear that government abused. At every glass after 
dinner, a Uugfa and a whispered toast between my 
wife and her friend, gave me fresh cause of unea- 
siness. My eldest boy made his appearance in a 
plaid waistcoat, and my girl's petticoat and doll 
were of the same stuff I was pleased indeed, at 
first, to hear the child checked by her mamma, 
for drinking the king over the water; but was as ^ 
much displeased at the reason of that check, wlijbh ' 
was, that James was a plain name, and would save . 
the trouble of such unnecessary distinctions. 

Upon this occasion it was, that I took upon me, 
for the first time, to make a remonstrance in private 
to my wife; which though I did with all the sub- 
mission of a husband, I fouud to my cost, that I 
had done wrong. Instead of the compliance I in 
some measure expected, I was upbraided by her 
as a mean-spirited wretch ; one who was willing to- 
subsist by shame, and to acknowledge favours 
from a set of men whose friendship was a disgrace 
to me; and that if I expected the continuance of 
her regard, I must think of some other means of 
supporting my family, than by an infamous place, 
given me by those, who derived their power of 
b^towing it from one who wanted right to confer 
that power. You wi 1 judge of my concern, M. 
Tiott-Plaid, at these words. — I was sorry to difl'er 
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in opinion from my wife, and yet was almost apt to 
imagine that opinion a little unreasonable. To think 
of giving up my post was an impracticable thing, 
and to live under the displeasure of my wife, an 
impossible one. I entreated her to proceed with the 
utmost caution in this affair; and, telling her I 
would ask her friend's advice in it, I left her to 
ponsult him. 

- I had the pleasure of finding this honest clergy-r 
man of a contrary opinion. He saw no objection; 
he said, to my holding a place under the worst of 
governments, provided I endeavoured, as much as 
in me lay, to act in opposition to those who had 
obliged me. That neither reli^on nor conscience 
required me to refuse favours from the hands of 
those whom- it was my duty to detest. That an 
Opposition of this kind was the more meritorious,- 
as it was the more disinterested; and the hazard 
pf property would be tlie.best proof 1 could give 
of the sincerity of my zeal. That all men were 
Viider an obligation to provide for their families 
in. the best, manner they were able; but though 
necessity compelled me to eat the bread of shame, 
yet conscience forbad me to Hve a lite of it. It was 
. no sin he said in war, to plunder the enemy that 
we have first killed : and, by a similitude of rea- 
soning, he conceived it was as innocent to plun- 
der tne friend we intended afterwards to ki]l. 
That measures, more than men, wanted a change;- 
and that power was the surest means to ruin those 
who raised us to it. That for his own part, he had 
hopes of preferment himself from the government, 
which he intended to accept of without scruple, 
as it might furnish him with the means of doing 
good, and of keeping weaker men from power, 
whose mistaken gratitude for obligations might 
tempt them to make unsuitable returns. For these 
reasons, he said, he begged leave to differ from 
the good lady of- the house, and advisecl me tg 
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Continue in my post, a3 it served me in a double 
capacity, both for private support and national 
advantage. 

I cannot conceal the satisfaction. of my mind at 
the reasoning of this worthy gentleman. I submit- 
ted entirely to his opinion; my wife, who is the 
best of women, was easily brought over by het 
friend, and domestic harmony was again restored. 
The groans of our bleeding country indeed were 
too often in our ears, and somewhat disturbed the 
tranquillity of our minds; but the hope that every 
one would have his own at last, set aU things 
right, and we lived in expectation of the happy 
change. 

It was about this time that my wife, who had 
very much iniproved her spelling under the tuition 
.of her friend, commenced writer m the cause. A 
pamphlet, called, The State of the Nation, and 
Three Letters to the Whigs, are the product of 
her invention. In these she so well succeeded, that 
many were of opinion they wanted nothing but 
truth to be finished performances. Indeed that 
jioble and free spirit of scandal, which is the cha- 
racteristic of those pamphlets, is sufficient evi- 
dence that their author could be no other than a 
woman. 

We had the pleasure, soon after this, to learn 
from tlie clergyman, that a friend of his in the 
. administration had presented him to a considerable 
benefice in the country, The good man received 
our congratulations upon the occasion with tears; 
and taking a most affectionate leave, he retired to 
his living. The satisfaction we received in our 
friend's promotion would hardly have made, us 
amends for the pains of parting with him, if an 
unfortunate accident, and some information that 
followed it, had not opened our eyes to see that 
worthy gentleman in his proper character. 

My wife was busied io her political studies one 
(la^/with her Bailey's dictionary before her, wheo 
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I received a message from above, that my employ- 
ment was taken from me — I inquired into the 
meaning of such procedure, and I was answered, 
that I was an infamous, ungrateful fellow; one 
that deserved hanging ; and if I did not mend 
my manners and my wife, the government might 
possibly take a severer notice of me. With these 
words the messenger left me ; and X retired to my 
wife's apartment for comfort and advice. That 
heroic woman, instead of calling my dissimulation 
a misfortune, gloried in the occasion. — It was now, 
she said, she would apply to tlie people for that 
emolument the enemies of their country had dis- 
possessed me of. That she had long been solicited 
by the proprietors of certain newspapers to lend 
her abilities. That she had desired time to consi- 
der of their proposals, but was now determined; 
that she had indeed, for some weeks past, admi- 
nistered helps to Old England, and the I.ondon 
Evening Post, and had occasionally furnished a 
few papers upon naval affairs in the Fool; but that 
the writers of those papers were so incorrigibly 
dull, that her bare intervention was of little use; 
she therefore declared, as the ministry had pro- 
voked her to plan their utter ruin, she would hesi- 
tate no longer to undertake the sole direction of 
them. That the, advantages arising from such 
piipers would treble those of the post I had lost; 
and that I ought to look upon myself as the hap- 
piest of men, in having a head to my family, who 
knew bow to secure the emoluments of a husband 
by the very means that must save her dearer 
country from destruction. 

My heart was overflowing with comfort at these 
assurances, when the visit of a friend intenropted 
the discourse. — He condoled witli me in the kmd- 
est manner for the loss of my place; but, how,, 
Mr. Trott-Plaid shall I express my astonishment, 
■when he assured me, upon his own knowledge, 
that my friend the clergyman, that friend I so 

D,q,i,i.:db,G'oogIi: 



THE JACOBITES JODRNAL. l8S 

dearly loved, was the person to whom I was in- 
debted for this obligation ! He told itie, that the. 
4)usiness of thia viper, during the time of his stay 
with us, was to pay his coiii-t ta the administra- 
tion, in which he so well succeeded, as to obtain 
a promise of preferment. That to perfect this pro- 
mise, and to remove any suspicions they might 
possibly entertain of his principles, he had made a 
voluntary sacrifice of my wife and me; Conclud- 
ing, that I was an avowed Jacobite, and my wife 
the writer of every scurrilous pamphlet that had in- 
fested the public. I own to you, Mr. Trott-Plaid, 
upon this discovery I began to be ashamed of the 
part I had acted. — It occurred to me that the prin- 
ciples of this man might possibly be as false as his 
friendship ; but my wife conceived a different opi- 
nion. — Bad practifces, she said, were no proof of 
bad principles; her's she knew were right; and 
however ill her friend might have treated her, his 
name and memory deserved respect, as by his 
means she was become a pillar of support to a 
falling nation. 

I will not tire you, Mr. Trott-Plaid, with my 
wife's arguments, or my own submissions. — The 
newspapers abovementioned have been ever since 
under her direction; but, whether from a want of 
taste in the public, or from a knowledge that jhey 
are the writings of a woman, the proposed advan- 
tages have fallen short, even of common sub- 
sistence. — It is impossible to represent to you the 
distresses we have struggled with; but, what is 
the worst of all, I have the concern to see my 
children taught treason as soon as they can speak; 
and my little boy, just eight years old, the hopes 
of my family, is turned poet, and writes the varses, 
as he calls them, in the London Evening Post; 
he has just sent some lines on the eclipse* to tlie 

* Note, these yteie printed in the London Evening Post of 
Saturday last, and itre well enough for such a child, 
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press. Dear Sir, advise me what to do; for thourfi 
iny wife hates you, and has often abused you m 
piiol^ I am, 

Your affectionate friend, 

and most humble servant, 

Simon Supple. 
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Felices ter <$• ampHu*, 
Quos irrupta tenet copula. 
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RALPH ALLEN, Esq. 



SIR, 

J. HE following book is sincerely designedf^ 
to promote the cause of virtue, and to ex- 
pose some of the most glaring evils, as well 
public as private, which at prfseat iofcsC 
the country ; though there is scai'c^ as I 
remember, a single stroke of satire aimec^ 
-at any one person throughout tlie whole. 

The best man is the propcrest patron of 
such an attempt. This, I believe, will b« 
readily granted.; nor will the public voice, I 
think, be more divided to whom th;ey shall 
give that appellation* Should a Letter, ip- 
deed, be thus iascribed, Detub Optimq* 
there are fjjw pieirsoDs vbo wonW think it 
^anisd «iijf other direction. 
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I will not trouble you with a preface 
concerning the work; nor endeavour to ob- 
viate any criticisms which can be made on 
it. The good-natured reader, if his heart 
should be here affected, will be inclined to 
pardon many faults for the pleasure he will 
receive from a tender sensation ; and for 
readers of a different stamp, the more faults 
they can discover, the more, I am con- 
vinced, they will be pUased. 

Nor will I assume the fulsome style of 
common dedicators. I have not their usual 
design in this epistle; nor will I borrow 
their language. Long, very long may it be, 
before a most dreadful circumstance shall 
make it possible for any pen to draw a just 
and true character of yourself, without in- 
curring a suspicion of flattery in the bosoms 
of the malignant. This task, therefore, I 
shall defer till that day (if I should be so 
unfortunate as ever to see it), when every 
good man shall pay a tear for the satis- 
faction of his curiosity; a day w'hich, at 
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present, I believe, there is but one good 
nxan in the world who can think of it with 
unconcern. 

Accept then, Sir, this small token of that 
love, that gratitude, and that respect, with 
which I shall always esteem it my greatest 
HONOUR to be, 

SIR, 

Your most obliged 
And most obedient 
Humble Servant, 

Bow -Street, 
Dec. 2, 1751. 

HENRY FiELDING. 
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BOOK I, 



CHAP. L 
Contains the Exordium, ^c. 

X HE various accidents which befel a very wor- 
thy couple, after their uniting in the state of ma- 
irimony, will be the subject of the following his- 
tory. The distresses which they waded through, 
were some of them so exquisite, and the incidents 
which produced these so extraordinary, that they 
seemed to require not only the utmost malice, but 
the utmost invention which superstition hath ever 
attributed to Fortune ; though whether any such 
Jjeing interfered in the case, or, indeed, whether 
there be any such being in the universe, is a mat- 
ter which I by no means presume to determine iu 
the affirmative. To speak a bold truth, I am, af- 
ter much mature deUberation, inclined to suspect, 
that the pubhc voice hath, in all ages, done much 
injustice to Fortune, and hath convicted her of 
many facts in which she had not the least concern. 
I question much, whether we may not, by natural 
means, account for the success of knaves, the ca- 
lamities of fools, withall the miseries in which men 
of sense sometimes involve themselves, by quitting 
the directions of Prudence, and following the 
f}llnd guidance of a predominant passion ; in short, 
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for all t^e ordinary phenomena which are imputed 
to fortune ; whom, perhaps, men accuse with no 
less absurdity in life, than a bad player complains 
of ill luck at the game of chess. 

But if men are sometimes guilty of laying im- 
proper blame on tliis imaginary being, they are al- 
together as apt to make her amends, by ascribing 
to her honours which she as little deserves.' To 
retrieve the ill consequences of a foolish conduct, 
and by struggling manfully with distress to subdue 
it, is one of the noblest efforts of wisdom and vir- 
tue. Whoever, therefore, calls such a man for- 
tunate, is guilty of no less impropriety in speech, 
than he would be, who should call the statuary or 
the poet fortunate, who carved a Venus, or who 
writ an Iliad. 

Life may as properly be called an art as any 
other; and the great incidents in it are nj more to 
be considered as mere accidents, than the several 
members of a fine statue, or a noble poem. The 
critics in all these are not content with seeing any 
thing to be great, without knowing why and how 
it came to be so. By examining carefully the se- 
veral gradations which conduce to bring every 
model to perfection, we learn truly to know that 
science in which the model is formed : As histories 
of this kind, therefore, may properly be called 
models of Human Life; so by observing mi- 
nutely the several incidents which tend to the 
catastrophe or completion of the whole, and the 
minute causes whence those incidents are produ- 
ced, we shall best be instructed in this most useful 
pf all arts, which I call the Art of Life. 
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Tkt History sets out. Observations on the Excel- 
lency of the English Constitution, and curious^ 
Examinations before a Justice of Peace. 

vJN the first of April, in the year • , the 

watchmen of a certain parish (I know not piirti- 
ciilarly which), within the Hberty of Westminster, 
brought several persons whom they had appre- 
hended the preceding' night, before Jonathan 
Thrasher, Esq. one of the justices of the peace 
for that liberty. 

But here, reader, before we proceed to the trials 
of these oft'enders, we shall, after our usual- man- 
ner, premise some things which it may be neces- 
sary for thee to know. 

It hath been observed, I think, by many, as well 
as the celebrated writer of three letters, that v.o 
human institution is capable of consummate per- 
fection. An observation which, perhaps, tliat wri- 
ter at least gathered from discovering some defects 
in the poHty even of this well-regulated nation. 
And, indeed, if there should be any such defect 
in a constitution which my lord Coke, long ago 
told us, ' the wisdom of all the wise men in the 
' world, if they had all met together at one time, 
' could not have equalled,' which some of our 
wisest men who were met together long before, 
' said, was too good to be altered in any particular; 
and which, nevertheless, hath been mending ever 
since, by a very great number of the said wise 
men : if, I say, this constitution should be imper- 
fect, we may be allowed, I think, to doubt whe- 
ther any such faultless model can be found among 
the institutions of men. 

It will probably be objected, that the small im- 
perfections which I am about to produce, do not 
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lie in the laws themselves, but in the ill esecutioii 
of them ; but, with submission, this appears to me 
to be no less an absurdity, than to say of any ma- 
chine that it is excellently made, though incapable 
of performing its functions. Good laws shoulcl exe- 
cute themselves in a well-regulated state; at least, 
if the same legislature which provides the laws, 
doth not provide for the execution of them,' they 
act as Graham would do, if he should form all the 
parts of a clock in the most exquisite manner, yet 

f'Ut them so together that the clock could not go. 
n this case, surely we might say that there was a 
small defect in the constitution of the clock. 

To say the truth, Graham would soon see the 
fault, and would easily remedy it. The fault, in- 
deed could he no other than the parts were Im- 
properly disposed. 

Perhaps, reader, I have another illustration,- 
which will set my intention in still a clearer light 
before you. Figure to yourself then a family, the 
master of which should dispose of the several 
economical offices in the following manner; viz. 
should put his butler on the coach-box, his stew- 
ard behind his coach, his coachman in the but- ' 
lery, and his footman in the stewardship, and in 
the same ridiculous manner should misemploy the 
talents of every other servant ; it is easy to see 
what a figure such a family must make in the 
world. 

As ridiculous as this may seem, I have often con- 
sidered some of the lower officers in our civil go- 
vernment to be disposed in this rery manner. To 
begin, I think, as low as I well can, with the 
watchmen in our metropolis ; who being to guard 
our streets by night from thieves and robbers, an 
office which at least requires strength of body, are 
chosen but of those poor old decrepit people, who 
are, from their want of bodily strength, rendered 
incapable of getting a hveiihood by work. These 
men armed only with a pole, which some of them 

U.,:,,l,;.d:,G00gIe 



AUELIA. l^d 

are scarce able to lift, are to secure the persons and 
houses of his majesty's subjects from the attacks of 
gangs of young, bold, stout,' desperate, and well- 
anued villains. 

Qaa non viribits istti 
Munera convmiunt. 

If thd poor old fellows should run away from such 
enemies, no one I think can wonder, unless it be 
that they were able to make their escape. 

The higher we proceed among our public officers 
and magistrates, the less defects of this kind will, 
perhaps, be observable. Mr. Thrasher, however, 
the justice before whom the prisoners above-men- 
tioned were now brought, had some few imper- 
fections in his magistratical capacity. I own, I have 
been sometimes inclined to think, that this ollice of 
a justice of peace requires some knowledge of the 
law : for this simple reason ; because io every case 
which comes before him, he is to judge and act ac- 
cording to law. Again, as these laws are contained 
in a great variety ot books; the statutes which relate 
to the office of a justiceof peace, making of them- 
selves at least two large volumes in folio ; and that 
part of his jurisdiction which is founded on the 
common law being dispersed in above a hundred 
volumes, I cannot conceive how this knowledge 
should be acquired without reading ; and yet cer- 
tain it is, Mr. Thrasher never read one syllable of 
the matter. 

This, perhaps, was a defect ; but this was not all : 
for where mere ignorance is to decide a point be- 
tween two litigants, itwill always be an even chance 
whether it decides right or wrong ; but sorry am I 
to say, right was often in a much worse situation 
than this, and wrong hath often had five hundred 
to one on his side before that magistrate ; who, if 
he was ignorant of the laws of England, was yet 
well versed in the laws of nature. He perfectly 
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-wall understood that fundamenttl priDcipIe* s& 
strongly laid down in the institutes of the learned 
Hoclietoucault ; bj which the duty of self- love is so 
strongly enforced, and every man is taught to con- 
sider himself as the centre of gravity, and to attract 
all things thither. To speak the truth plainly, the 
justice was never indifferent in a cause, but when 
he could get nothing on either side. 

Such was the justice, to whose tremendous bar 
Mr. Gotobed the constable, on the day above-men-' 
tioned, brought several delinquents, who, as we 
have said, had been apprehended by the watch for 
divers outrages. ■ ' 

Thefirstwho cameupon this trial, waa as bloody 
a spectre as ever the imagination of a murderer or a 
tragic poet conceived. This poor wretch was 
charged with a battery by a much atouter man than 
himself; indeed tlie accused person bore about him 
some evidence that he had been in an aifray, his 
clothes being veiy bloody, but certain open sluices 
on his own head suftieieutly shewed whence all the 
scarlet stream had issued ; whereas the accuser had 
not the least mark or appearance of any wound. 
The justice asked the defendant, What he meant by 
breaking the king's peace ? ^To which he an- 
swered ' Upon my shoul I do love the king very 

' well, and I have not been after breaking any thing 
' of his that I do know; but upon my shoul this man 
' hath brake my head, and my head did brake his 
' stick ; that is all, gra.' He then offered to pro- 
duce several witnesses against this improbable ac- 
cusation ; but the justice presently interrupted him, 
saying, ' Sirrah, your tongue betrays your guilt. 
* You are an irishman, and that is always sufficient 
' evidence with me.' 

The second criminal was a poor woman, who was 
taken up by the watch as astreet-walker. It was al- 
leged against her, that she was found walking 
the streets after twelve o'clockj and the watchmaa 
declared he believed her to be a common strumpet. 
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{5h« pleaded in her defence (as-was really the truth) 
that she was a servant, and was sent by her mis- 
tress, who was a little shopkeeper, and upon the 
point of delivery, to fetch a midwife ; which she 
offered to prove by several of the neighbours, if she 
was allowed to send for them. The justice asked 
her, Why she had not done it before? to which she 
answered, She had no money, and could get no 
■messenger. The justice then called her several 
scurrilous names ; and declaring she was guilty 
iwithiii the statute of street- walking, ordered Tier to 
Bridewell for a month, 

A genteel young man and woman were then set 
forward, and a very grave looking person swore he 
caught them in a situation which we cannot as par- 
ticularly describe here, as he did before the magis- 
trate : who, having received a wink from his clerk, 
declared with much warmth, that the fact was in- 
credible and impossible. He presently discharged 
the accused parties, .and was going, without any 
evidence, to commit the accuser for perjury ; but 
this the clerk dissuaded him from, saying, .he 
dojubted whether a justice of peace had any such 
power. The justice at first differed in opinion; and 
said, ' He had seen a man stand in the pillory about 
' perjury ; nay, he had known a man in gaol for it 
' too ; and how came he there, if he was not com- 
' nutted thither?' 'Why that is true, Sir,' answered 
the clerk ; ' and yet I have peen told by a very 
' great lawyer, that a man cannot be committed 
' for perjury before he is indicted ; and the reason 

* is, I believe, because it is not against the peace 
' before the indictment makes it so,' 'Why that 

* may be,' cries the justice, ' and indeed perjury is 
' but scandalous words, and I know a man cannot 
' haye a warrant for those, unless you put for 
' rioting * them into the warrant.' 

• opus €tl wttrprete. By the laws of England abusive words ore 
j>ul punbhable by the raag^iitratc; some cummissioners of the 
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' Tlie witness fras now about to be discharged, 
when the lady whom he had accused, declated she 
Would swear the peace against him ; for that he had 
called her a whore several times. ' Oho ! you will 
' sware the peace, madam, will you ? ' cries the 
justice, ' Give her the peace, presently; and pray, 
' Mf. Constable, secure the prisoner, now we have 
' him, while a warrant is made to take him up.' 
All which was immediatelyperformed, and the poor 
witness, for want of sureties, was sent to prison. 
■ A young fellow, whose name was Booth, was 
now charged with beating the watchman, in the 
execution of his office, and breaking his lantlwm. 
This was deposed by two witnesses ; and the shat- 
tered remains of a broken lanthom, which had 
been long preserved for the sake of its testimony, 
were produced to corroborate the evidence. The 
justice, perceiving the criminal to be but shabbily 
drest, was going to comnrithim without asking any 
.further questions. At length, however, at the ear- 
nest request of the accused, the worthy magistrate 
'submitted to hear his defence. The young man, 
then alleged, as was in reality the case, ' That as 
' he was walking home to his lodging, he saw two 
' men in the street cruelly beating a third, upon 
' which he had stopt and endeavoured to assist the 
' person who' was so unequally attacked ; that the 
' watch came up during the affray, and took them 
' all four into custody ; that they were immediately 
* carried to the roundhouse, where the two origin 
' nal assailants, who appeared to be men of fortune, . 

peace tberefore, when oil&K^dljalh applied to them for a vrgit- 
rant sgaiiist another, from a too eager desire of doing justice, 
have construed a tittle harmless scolding into a riot, which is in 
law ah outrageous breach of the peace commitied by several 
•pOT8i>ni,,by-thrce at the least, nor can a less number be convicted 
. of it. Under this word riWing, or riotting (for I have seen it 
spelt both ways,) many thdosaMs of old women have been arrestei 
and put to expense, sometimes in prison, for a httle intei^perate use 
o£ their tongues. Tliis practice began to decrease in the year 17411> 
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* ftund means to make up the matter, and were 
' discharged by the constable ; a favour which he 
' himself, having no. money in his pocket, was un- 
' able to obtain. He utterly denied having assault- 
' ed any' of tlie watchmen, and solemnly declared, 
' that he was offered his liberty at .the price of 
' half a crown.' 

Though the bare word of an offender can never 
1)6 taken against the oath of his accuser; yet the 
matter of this defence was so pertinent, and deli-, 
vered with such an air of truth and sincerity, that 
liad the magistrate been endued with much saga* 
city, or had he been very moderately gifted with 
another quality very necessary to all who are to 
administer justice, he would have employed some 
labour in cross-examining tlie watchmen ; at least 
he would have given the defendant the time he de- 
sired to send for the other personswho were present 
at the affray; neither of which be did. In shore, the 
magistrate had too great an honour for Truth to 
suspect that she ever appeared in sordid apparel; 
nor did he ever sully his subUme notions of that 
virtue, by uniting them with the mean ideas of 
poverty and distress. 

There remained now only one prisoner, and that 
was the poor man himself in whose defence the last 
mentioned culprit was engaged. His trial look 
•but a very short time. A cause of battery and 
broken lanthorn was instituted against liim, and 
proved in the same manner ; nor would the justice 
hear one word in defence: but though his patience 
was exhausted, his breath was not ; for against 
this last Avretch ^>e poured forth a great many voU 
lies of menacep and abuse. 

The delinquents were then all dispatched to pri- 
.son, under a guard of watchmen ; and the Justice 
and the constable adjourned to a neighbouring 
■ alehouse to take their morriiug repast. 
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Containing the Inside of a Prison. 

JVIr. booth (for we siiall not trouble you with 
the rest) was no sooner arrivetl in the prison, than 
a number of persons gathered round hiin, alt de- 
manding garnish; to which Mr. Booth not making 
a ready answer, as indeed he did not understand 
the word, some were going to lay hold of him, 
when a person of apparent dignity came up and 
insisted tiiat no one should affront the gentleman. 
This person then, who was no less than the master 
6r keeper of the prison, turning towards Mr. Booth, 
acquainted him, that it was the custom of the 
place for every prisoner upon his first arrival there, 
to give sometliiug to the former prisoners to make 
them drink. This, he said, was what they called 
garnish ; and concluded with advising his new cus- 
tomer to draw his purse upon thepresent occasion. 
Mr. Booth answered, That he would very readily 
comply with this laudable custom, was'it in his 
power; but that in reality he had not a shilling in 
liis pocket, and, what was worse, he had not a 
shilling ill the world. — 'Oho! if that be theca^,' 
cries the keeper, ' it is another mattefj, and I have 
.' nothing to say.' Upon which he immediately 
"departed, and left poor Booth to the mercy of his 
•companions, who, without loss of time, applied 
'themselves to uncasing, as they termed it, and with 
■such dexterity, that his coat was not only stript 
oft) but out of sight in a minute. 
■ Mr. B^oth was too weak to resist, and too wise 
to complain of this usage. As soon, therefore, as 
he was at liberty, and declared free of the place, he 
summoned .bis, philosophy, of which he had noin- 
couiiderable shaic, to his assistance, and resolved 
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to make himself as easy as possible under his prcr 
sent circumstances. 

Could his own thoughts indeed have suffered 
him a moment to forget where he was, the disposi- 
tions of the other prisoners might have induced him 
to believe that he had been in a happier place; for 
much the greater part of his fellow-sufferers, in- 
stead of wailing and repining at their conditions, 
were laughing, singing, and diverting themselves 
■with various kinds of sports and gambols. 

The first person who accosted him was called 
Blear-eyed Moll, a woman of no very comely ap- 
pearance. Her eye (for she had but one) whence 
she derived her nickname, was such as that nick- 
name bespoke; besides which, it had two remarka- 
ble qualities ; for first, as if nature had been careful 
to provide for her own defect, it constantly looked 
towards her blind side; and secondly, the ball con- 
sisted almost entirely of white, or rather yellow, 
with a little grey spot in the corner, so small that ■ 
it was scarce discernible. Nose she had none; for 
Venus, envious perhaps at her former charms, had 
carried off the gristly part; and some earthly dam- 
sel, perhaps, from the same envy, tiad levelled the 
bone with the rest of her face : indeed it was far 
beneath the bones of her cheeks, which rose pro- 
portionally higher than is usual. About half a 
dozen ebony teeth fortified that large and long ca- 
nal which nature had cut from ear to ear, at the 
bottom of which was a chin preposterously short, 
nature having turned up the bottom, instead of 
suffering' it to grow to its due length. 
. Her body was welt adapted to her face; she mea- 
sured full as much round the middle as from head 
to foot ; for besides the extreme breadtli of her 
hack, her vast breasts had long since forsaken their 
native home, and had settled themselves a little 
below the girdle. 
I wish certain actresses on the stage, when they 
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are tb perform characters of no amiable cast, woirtd 
study to dress themselves with tlie propriety with 
which Blear-eyed Moll was now arrayed. For the 
sake of our sqijeamish reader, we shall pot descend 
to particulars ; let it suffice to say, nothing more 
ragged or more dirty was ever emptied out of the 
Toundhoiise at St. Giles's. 

We have taken the more pains to describe this 
person, for two remarkable reasons; the one is, that 
this unlovely creature was taken in the fact with 
a very pretty young fellow ; the other, which is 
more productive of moral lesson, is, that however 
wretched her fortune may appear to the reader, 
she was one of the merriest persons in the whole 
prison. 

Blear-eyed Moll then came up to Mr. Booth 
with a smile, or rather grin on her countenance, 
and asked him for a dram of gin ; and wlien Booth 
assured her that he had not a penny of money, 
she replied, — D — — n your eyes, I thought by 
■ your look you had been a clever fellow, anil 

'upon the snaffling lay* at least; but d n 

'your body and eyes, I find you are some sneak- 
' ing budge f rascal.* She then launched forth a 
Volley of dreadful oaths, interlarded with some 
language not proper to be repeated here, and 
Vas going to lay hold on poor Booth, when a tall 
prisoner, who had been very earnestly eyeing 
Booth for some time, came u|>, and taking her 
by the shoulder, flung her off at some distance, 
fursing her for a b — h, and bidding her let the 
gentleman alone. 

This person was not himself of the most inviting 
aspect. He was long visaged, and pale, with a red 
beard of above a fortnight's growth. He was at- 
tired in a brownish black coat, which ^yould have 
shewed more holes than it did, had not the linepj 



" A cant term for robbery on (he highway. 
I Anplhcr cant term for pilfering. 
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iphich appeared through it, been entirely of the 
same ccJoiir with the cloth. 

This gentleman, whose name was Robinson, ad- 
dressed himself very civilly to Mr. Booth, and told 
him he was sorry to see one of his appearance iu 
that place : ' For as to your being without your 
' coat^ Sir,' says he, ' I can easily account for that; 
' and, indeed, dress is the least part which distin- 
' guishes a gentleman.' At which words he cast a 
eigniticant look on his own coat, as if he desired 
they should be applied to himself. He then pro- 
ceeded in the following manner : 

' I perceive. Sir, you are but just arrived in this 
' dismal place, which is, indeed, rendered more 

* detestable by the wretches who inhabit it, than 

* by any other circumstance ; but even these a wise 
' man wil) soon bring himself to bear with indif- 
' ference: for what is, is ; and what must be, must 
' be. The knowledge of this, which, simple as il 
' appears, is in truth the height of all philosophy, 
' readers a wise man superior to every evil which 
' can befal him. I hope. Sir, no very dreadful ac- 
' cident is the cause of your coming hither; but 

* whatever it was, you may be assured it could 
' not be otherwise : for all things happen by an 

* inevitable fatahty; and a man can no more resist 
' the impulse of fatE, than a wheelbarrow can the 
'■ force of its driver.' 

Besides the obligation which Mr. Robinson had 
conferred on Mr. Booth, in dehvering him from 
the Insults of Blear-eyed Moll, there was. some- 
thing in the manner of Robinson, which, notwith- 
standing the meanness of his- dress, seemed to dis- 
tinguish him from the crowd of wretches who 
swarmed in those regions ; and above all, tlie sen- 
•timents which he had just declared, very nearly 
coincided with those of Mr. Booth : this gentleman 
■yas what they call a freethinker ; that is to say, a 
' deist; or, perhaps, an atheist; for though he did 
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not absolutely deny the existence of a God; yet 
he entirely denied his providence. A doctrine 
■which, if it is not downright atheism, hath a direct 
tendency towards it; and, as Dr. Clarke observes, 
may soon be driven into it. And as to Mr. liooth, 
though he was in his lieart an extreme well-wisher 
to leligion (for he was an honest man) yet his no- 
tions of it were very slight and uncertain. To say 
truth, he was in the wavering coiidition so finely 
(lesciibed by Claudiau: 

lahefacta cadehat 
Religio, causteque ■ciam nun sponte stqvtbat 
Jlttrius; vacuo qua currere aemina motu 
jijjirmut; ino^iumqut uotasprr iaanejigiiras 
Fortuna, non arte, regi ; qtim numina sriisit 
Amfnguo, vel nulla pntat, velnescia twttri. 

This way of thinking, or rather of doubting, he 
had contracted fr<lm the same reasons which Clau- 
dian assigns, and which had induced Brutus in his 
latter days to doubt the existence of that virtue 
which he h?d all his life cultivated. In short, 
poor Booth imagined, thafa larger share of mis- 
fortunes had fallen to his lot than he had merited; 
and this led him, who (though a good classical 
scholar) was not deeply learned in religious mat- 
ters, into a disailvantageous opinion of Provi- 
dence. A dangerous way of reasoning, in whith 
our conclusions are not only too hasty, from an 
jmperfeot view of things} but Ave are likewise 
liable to much error from partiality to ourselves; 
viewing our virtues and vices as through a per- 
spective in which we turn the glass always to our 
own advantage, so as to diminish the one, and as 
greatly to magijify the other.. 

From the above reasons, it can be no wonder 
that Mr, Booth did not dechne the acquaintance 
of this person, in a place which could, not promise 
tq afford l»im any better. He ans\eerecl. hinn, 
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therefore, with great courtesy, as indeed he was 
of a very good and gcade disposition, and, after 
expressing a civil surprise at meeting him there, 
declared himself to be of the same opinion with 
regard to the necessity of human actions; adding, 
however, that he did not believe men, were under 
any blind impulse or direction of fate; but that 
every man acted merely from the force of that 
passion which was uppermost in his mind, and 
could do no otherwise. 

A discourse now ensued between the two gen- 
tlemen, on the necessity arising from the impulse 
of fate, and the necessity arising from the im- 
pulse of passion, which, as it will make a pretty 
pamphlet of itself, we shall reserve for some future 
opportunity. When this was ended, they set for- 
ward lo survey the gaol, and the prisoners, with 
the several cases of whom Mr. Robinson, who had 
been some time under confinement, undertook to 
make Mr, Booth acquainted. 



CHAP. IV. 
Disclosing further Secrets of the Prison-house. . 

1 HE first "persons whom they passed by were 
three men in fetters, who were enjoying them- 
selves very merrily over a bottle of wine, and a 
Eipe of tobacco. These, Mr. Robinson informed 
is friend, were three street-robbers, and were all 
certain of being hanged the ensuing sessions; So 
inconsiderable gn object, said he, is misery te 
light minds, when it is at any distance. 

A little farther they beheld a man prostrate on 
the ground, whose heavy groans, and frantic ac- 
tions, plainly indicated the highest disorder of 
mind. This person was, it seems, committed for 
a small felony; and his wife, who then lay-in, 
upon hearing the news, had thrown herself from 
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a window two pair of stairs high, by which means 
he had, in all probability, lost both her and his 
child. 

A very pretty girl then advanced towards them, 
whose beauty Mr. Booth could not help adraiiing 
the moment he saw her; declaring, at the same 
tiinc, he thought she had great innocence in her 
countenance. Aobiuson said she was committed 
thither as an idte and disorderly person, and a 
common street-walker. As she passed by Mr. 
B'Xith, she damned his eyes, and discharged a 
volley of woids, every one of which was too in* 
ilecent lo be repeated. 

■ They now beheld a little creature sitting by her- 
self in a comer, and crying bitterly. Ibis girl, 
Mr. Kobinson said, was committed, because her 
^father-in-law, who was in the grenadiev-guArds, 
had sworn that he was afraid of his lite, or of 
«ome bodily harm which she would do him, and 
she could get no sureties for keeping the peace; 
for which reason, justice Thrasher had committed 
Jier to prison, 

A great noise now arose, occasioned by the pri- 
soners all flocking to see a fellow whipt for petty 
larceny, to wbich he was condemned by the court 
of quarter-sessions; but this soon ended in the 
disappointment of the spectators; for the fellow, 
after being stript, having advanced another six- 
pence, was discharged untouched. 

This was immediately followed by another 
bustle ; Blear-eyed Moll, and several of her com- 
panions, having got possession of a man who waa 
committed for certain odious unmanlike practices, 
not fit to be named, were giving him various kinds 
of discipline, and would probably have put an end 
•to him, had he not been rescued out of their hands 
by authority. 

Wlien this bustle was a Uttle allayed, Mr. Booth 
took notice off" a young woman in rags sitting oa 
the ground, and suj^poiting the hc^d of an old 
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man in her lap, who appeared to be giving up the 
ghost. These, Mr. Robinson informed him, were 
father and daughter; that the latter was com- 
mitted for stealing a loaf, in order to support the 
former, and the former for receiving it, knowing 
it to be stolen. 

A well-dressed man then walked Surlily by 
them, whom Mr, Robinson reported to have beeit 
committed on an indictment found against him 
tor a most horrid perjury ; but, says he, we expect 
him to be bailed to day. Good heaven ! pries Booth, 
can such villains find bail, and is no person cha- 
ritable enough to liail that poor iather and daugh- 
ter? Oh ! Sir, answered Robinson, the offence of 
the daughter, being felony, is held not to be bail- 
able in law; whereas perjury is a misdemeanor 
only ; and therefore persons who are even indicted 
for it, are, nevertheless, capable of being bailed. 
Nay, of all perjuries, that of which this man is in- 
dicted, is the worst; for it was with an intention 
of taking away the life of an innocent person by 
form of law. As to perjuries in civil mattera, they 
are not so very criminal. They are not, said Booth; 
and yet even these are a most flagitious offence, 
and worthy the highest punishment. Surely they 
ought to be distinguished, answei-ed Robin'son, 
from the others: for what is taking away a little 
property fiom a man, compared to taking away 
his life, and his reputation, and ruining his family 
into the bargain ? — I iiope there can be no com- 
parison in the crimes, and I think there ought to. 
be none in the punishment. However, at present, 
the punishment of all perjury is only pillory, and 
transportation for seven years ; and as it is a tra- 
versable and bailable ofl'ence, methods are ofteix 
found to escape any punishment at all.* 

* By removing the indictment Ly cfrtiorari into the Ktii^k 
Bench, the trial is so long piucponed, and the costs iire so highly 
encreiised, thnt prosecutors arc often lived out, and (gmc iacajia- 
fita(ed from pursoing. Vtrbam sapienti, 
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Beoth expressed; great astoriishmetit at this, 
when his attention; was suddenly diverted by the 
most miserable object that he had yet seen. This 
was a wretch, ahno&t naked, and who bore in his 
countenance, jomed to an appearance of honesty, 
the marks of poverty, hunger, and disease. He 
hadi moreover, a wooden leg, and two or three 
' scars on his forehead. Xhe case of this poor man 
is, indeed, unhappy enough, said Robinson. He 
hath served his country, lost his limb, and re- 
ceived several wounds at the siege of Gibraltar. 
.When hcTvas discharged from the hospital abroad, 
he came over to get into that of Chelsea, but could 
not immediately, as none of his ofticei-s were then 
in England. In the mean time, he was one day ap- 
prehended and committed hither on suspicion of 
stealing three herrings from a fishmonger. He was 
tried several months ago for this offer.ce, and ac- 
quitted; indeed, his innocence manifestly appeared 
at the trial ; but he was brought back again for 
. his fees, and here he hath lain ever since. 

Booth expressed great horror at this account, 
and declared if he had only so much money in 
his pocket, he would pay iiis fees for him; but 
added, that he was not possessed of a single fai- 
thing in the world, 

Robinson hesitated a moment^ and then said, 
"with a smile, ' I am going to make you, Sir, a very 
' odd proposal aftet your last declaviition ; but 
' what say you to a game at cards? it will serve. 
* to pass a tedious hour, and may divert- your 
' thoughts from more unpleasant speculations.' 

I do not imagine Booth would have agreed to, 
this; for though some love of gaming had been 
formerly amonosthis faults ; yet he was not so egre- . 
giously addicted to, that vice, as to be tempted 
by the shabby plight of Robinson, who had, if I 
may so express myselt) no charms for a gamester. 
If he had, however, any such inclinations, he had 
no opportunity to follow th?m ; for before hQ 
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^ouk! make any answer fco^ilobinsoi'g proposal, a 
strapping wench came up to Booth, and, taking- 
bold of his arm, askedhim to walkaJsklewith.her;" 
saying, ' What a pox, are jtou such a f'tesh cuU 
' that you do not know tliis fellow? why, he is a 
' ijambler, and committed. for cheating at play. 
' There is not such a' pickpocket in the whoie 

* quad.'* ■* 

A scene of altercation noweoaued, between Ro-* 
binson and the Lady, which ended in a bout aE 
fisticuft's, in which the lady was greatly superior 
to the philosoplier. . 

- While the two combatants were engaged, a 
grave looking man, rather better dressed than th« 
majority of the company, came up to Mr. Booth, 
and taking him aside, said, ' I am sorry, Sir, to 
' see a gentleman, as you appear to be, in such 

* intimacy with that rascal, who makes no scruple 
' of "disowning all revealed religion. As for crimen 
' they are human errors; and signify but little; 
' nay, perhaps the worse a man is by nature, the 
■' more room there is for grace. The spirit is ac- 
' tive, and loves besG to inhabit those minds where 

* it Tnay meet with the most work; Wjiateyeryour 

' crime be, therefore, I. would not have jwu de- - 

* spa«; but rather rejoice at it: for perhaps it 

* may be the means of your being called.' He ran 
on for a considerable time with this cant, without 
waiting for an answer, and ended in declaring 
himself a methodist. 

Just as the methodist had finished his. discourse, 
a beautiful young woman .was ushered into the 
gaol. She was genteel, and well dressed, and did 
not in the least resemble those females whom Mr. 
■Booth had hitherto seen. The constable had no 
sooner delj^-ered her at the gate, than she asked, 
with a commanding voice, for the keeper; and, 
vhea he arrived, &he said to him, *WeU, Sir, 

* A out word for « prison. 

U.r,,l,;.:M.,G00gle 



l^'li AMELIA. 

* whither -tfffi t to be conducted? I hope I am not 

* to take up my lodgings with these creatures.* 
The keeper answered, ivith a kind of surly respect, 

* Madam, we have rooms for those that can aiFord 

* to pay for them.' At these words she pulled a 
handsome purse from her pocket, in which many 
Ijuineas chinked,. saying, with an air of indigna- 
tion, * That she wiA not come thither on account 

* of poverty.' The keeper no sofiner viewed the 
purse, than his features became all softened in an 
instant; and with all the courtesy of which he 
was master, he desired the lady to walk with him, 
assuring her that she should have the beat apart- 
ment in his house. - * 

Mr. Booth was now left alone; for the metho- 
dist had forsaken him, having, as the phrase of 
the sect is, searched him to the bottom. In fact, 
he had thoroughly examined every one of Mr. 
Bopth's pockets; from which he had conveyed 
away a pen-knife, and an iron snufT-box, these 
being all the movables which were to be found. 
■ Booth was standing near the gate of the prison, 
when the young lady above mentioned was intro- 
duced into the yard. He viewed her features very 
attentively, and was persuaded that he knew he/. 
,Sbe was mdeed so remarkably handsome, that it 
was hardly possible for any who had ever seen her 
to forget her. He inquired of one of the under- 
keepers, if the name of the prisoner lately arrived 
was not Matthews; to which he was answered, 
that her name was hot Matthe^v3 but Viitcent, and 
that she was committed for murder. 

The latter part of this information made Mr. 
Booth suspect his memory mor&than the former ; 
for it was very possible that she might have 
changed her name; but he -hardly, thought she 
could so far have changed her nature as to be 
guilty of a crime so very incongruous with her 
former gentle manners : for Miss Matthews had 
both the birth and education of a gentlewoman. 
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He concluded therefore, that 'be was c**taJnly 
mistaken, and rested satisfied, without any fur- 
tlici; iuquiry. . .•■ " 



CHAP. V. 



Containing certain Adveiilures which hefel Mr. 
Booth ifi the Prison. 

1 HE remainder of the day Mr. Booth spent in 
melancholy contemplation on his presentcondition. 
He was destitute of the common necessaries of life, 
and consequently unable to subsist where he was; 
Tior was there a single person in town to whom he 
could, with any reasonable hope, apply for his de- 
hvery. .Grief for some time banished the thoughts 
-of food from his mind; but, in the morning, 
nature began to grow uneasy for want of her usual 
nourishment: for he had not eat a morsel during 
the last forty hours. A penny loaf, which is, it 
seems, the ordinary allowance to the prisonere in 
Bridewell, was now delivered him; and while he > 
was eating this, a man brought him a little packet 
'sealed op, informing hira, that it came by a mes- 
■»enger, who said it required no answer. 

Mr. Booth now opened his packet, and after un- 
folding several pieces of blank paper successively,^ 
at last discovered a guinea, wrapt with great care 
in the innermost paper. He was vastly surprised 
at this sight,' as he had few, if any friends, from 
whom he could expect such a favour, .slight as it ^ 
was ; and not one of his friends, as he was apprised, 
knew of his confinement. As there was no direc- 
tion to the packet, nor a word of writing con- 
tained in it, he began to suspect that it was deli- 
vered to the wrong person ; and, being one of the 
'most untainted honesty, he found out the man 
. who gave it to him, and again examined him con- 
' cerning the person who brought it, and the mes- 
sage delivered with it The man assated Booth 
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that be had made no mistake ; saying, ' If yout 

• name is Booth, Sir, I am positive you aie the gen- 

* tleman to whom the parcel I gave you belongs.' 

The most scrupulous honesty Avould perhaps, 
in such a situation, have been well enough satis- 
fied in finding no owner for the guinea; especi- 
aUy u'hen proclamation had beep made in the 
prison, that Mr. Booth had received a packet 
without any direction, to which, if any person had 
any ctain?, and would discover the contents, he 
was ready to deliver it to such claimant No such 
claimant being found (I mean none who knew 
the contents; for many swore that they expected 
Just such a packet, and believed it to be their pro- 
perty), Mr.Booth very ,calmly resolved to apply 
the money to his own use. 

The first thing after redemption of the coat, 
which Mr. Booth, hungry as lie was, thought of, 
■was to supply himself with snuff, which he had 
long, to his great sorrow, been without. On this 
occasion, he presently missed that iron box which 
the methodist had so dextrously conveyed out of 
liis pocke^ as we mentioned in the last chapter. 

He BO sooner missed this box, than he imme- 
diately suspected that the gambler was the persqp 
. who had stolen it; nay, so well was he assured of 
this man's guilt, that it may, perhaps, be impropsr 
to say he barely suspected it. Thuugh Mr. Booth 
was, as we have hinted, a man of a very sweet dis- 
position ; yet was he rather overwann. Having, 
therefore, no doubt concerning the person of the 
thief, he eagerly sought him out, aud very bluntly 
charged liim with the fact. 

The gambler, whom I think we should now call 
. the philosopher, received this charge without the 
least visible emotion either of mind or muscle. 
After a short pause of a few moments, he ai»T 
swered, with great solemnity, as follows : ' Vonng 
' man, I am entirely unconcerned at your ground- 
' less suspicion. He that censures a stranger, as I 
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* am to you, without any cause, makea a- worse 

* coinpliment to himself than to the stranger. 'You 
' know yourself, friend ; you know not me^ It is 

* true indeed, you heard me accused of being a 

* cheat and a gamester; but who is my accuser ? 

* look at my apparel, friend ; do thieves and game- 

* sters wear such clothes as these? play is my 

* folly, not my vice ; it is my impulse, and I have 

* been a martyr to it.' Would a gamester have 
' asked another to play whea he could have lost 

* eighteen-penceand won nothing? however, if 

* you are not satisfied, you may search ray 
' pockets; the outside of all but one will serve 

* your turn, and in that one, there is the eighteen- 
' pence I told you of.' He then turned up his 
clothes; and his pockets entirely resembled the 
pitchers of the Belides. 

Booth was a Uttle sta°^red at this defence. 
He said, the real value ot the iron box was too 
inconsiderable to mention; but that he had a ca- 
pricious value for it, for the sake of the person 
who gave it him : ' for though it is not,' said he, 

* worth sixpence, I would willingly give a crown 
' to any one who would bring it me again,' 

Robinson answered, ' If that be the case, you 

* have nothing more to do but to signify your 
' intention in the prison ; and I am wellconvinced 

* you will not be long without regaining the pos- 

* session of your snuff-box.' 

This advice was immediately followed, and 
with success, the methodist presently producing 
the box; 'which, he said, he had found, and 
should have returned it before, had he known the 

{lerson to whom it belonged; adding, with up- 
ifted eyes, that the spirit would not suffer him 
knowingly to detain the goods of another, how- 
ever inconsitlerable the value was. ' Why so, 

* friend ?' said Robinson. ' Have I not heard you 

* often say, the wickeder any man was, the better, 
' provided he was. what you call a believer,' ' You 
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* mistake me,' cries Cooper, (for that was tha 
Baiiie of the methodist) ; 'no man can be wicked 
' after he is possessed by thespirit. There is a wide- 
' difference between the days of sin, and the da.ya 
' of gracev I have been a sinner myself,' 'I be- 
' hcA e thee,' cries Robinson, with a sneer. ' I care 
' not,' answered the other, ' what an atheist be- 
' lieves. I suppose you would insinuate that I 
' stole the snuff-box; but I vahie not your mahce: 
' the Lord knows my innocence.' He then walked 
off with the reward; and Booth, returning to Ro- 
binson, very earnestly asked pardon forhis ground- 
less suspicion ; which the other, without any hesi- 
tation, accorded him, saying, ' You never accused 
' ipe, Sir; you suspected some gambler, with 

* whose character 1 have no concern. I should be 
' angry with a' friend or acquaintance who should 
' give a hasty credit to any aiiegatiou against me; 
' but I have no reason to be offended witli you for 
' believing what the woman, and the rascal who is 
'just gone, and who is committed here for apick- 
' pocket, which you did not perhaps know, told 
' you tp my disadvantage. And if you thought 
' me to.be a gambler, you had just reason to sus- 

* pect any ill of me; for I myself am confined 
■ here by the peijury of one of those villains; who 
' liaving cheated me of my money at play, and 
' hearing that I intended to api>iy to a magistrate 
' against him, himself began the attack, and oh- 

* taincd.a. warrant against me of justice Thrasher, 
' who, without hearing one speech in my defence, 
'committed ijie to this place.' 

Booth testified great compassion at tliis account; 
and he having invited Robinson to dinner, they 
spent that day together. In the afternoon, Booth 
indulged his friend with a game at cards ; at first 
for halfpence, and afterwards for shillings, when 
fortune so favoured Robinson, that he did not 
leave the other a single shilling in his pocket. 
. A surprising run of Juck in a gamester is oftea 
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mistaken for somewhat else, by persons wlio are 
tiot over-zealous believers in the divinity of for- 
tune. I have known a stranger at Bath, who hath 
happened fortunately (I might almost say unfor- 
tunately), to have four by honours in his hand 
alnidst every time he dealt, for a whole evening-, 
shunned universally by the whole company the next 
day; And certain it is, that Mr. Booth, though of 
a temper very little inclined to suspicion, began 
to waver in his opinion, whether the character 
given by Mr. Robinson of liiniself, or that which 
the otliers gave of him, was the truer. 

In tlie morning, hunger paid him a second visit, - 
and found him again in the same situation as be-, 
fore. After some deliberation, therefore, he resolved 
to ask Robinson to lend him a shilling or two of 
that money which, was lately his own. And this, 
experiment, he thought, would confirm him either 
in a good or evil opinion of that gentleman. 

To this demand, Robinson answered, with great 
alacrity, that he should very gladly have complied, 
had not fortune played one of her jade tricks with 
hifti : ' for since my winning of you,' said he, ' I 
* have l>een stript not only of your money, but my 
'own,' He was going to harangue farther; but 
Booth, with great indignation, turned from him. 

This poor gentleman had very httle time to re- 
8cct on his own misery, or the rascality, as it ap- 
peared to him, of the other, when the same person, 
who had the day before delivered him the guinea 
from the unknown hand, again accosted him,, and 
told him a lady in the house (so he expressed him- 
self), desired the favour of his company. 

Mr. Booth immediately obeyed the message, and 
was conducted into a room in the prison, wnerehe 
was presently convinced that Mrs. Vincent was ntf 
other than his old acquaintance Miss Matthews. 
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CHAP. VI. 

Containing the extraordinary Behaviour of Miti. 
Matthews oil her meeting ■with Booth, and some 
endeavours to prove, by Reason and Authoritif, 
that it is possible for a IVoman to appear to bt 
•what she really is not. 

XlilGIlT or nine years had passed, syice any in- 
terview between Mr. Booth and Aliss Matthews ; 
and their meeting now in so estraordinary a place 
effected both of che:n with an equal sui-prise. 

After some immaterial ceremonies, the lady ac- 
quainted Mr. IJooth, that having heard there was 
a person in the prison who knew her bj' the name 
ot Matthews, she had great curiosity to inquire 
who he was, whereupon he had been shewn to her- 
from tlie window of the house; that she imme- 
diately recollected him, and being informed of his 
distressful situatiop, for which she expressed great 
concern, she had sent him that guinea which he 
had received the day before ; and then proceeded 
to excuse herself for not having desired to see him 
at that time, when she was under the greatest 
disorder and hurry of spirits. 
- Booth made many handsome acknowledgements 
of her favour; and added, that he very little won- 
dered at the disorder of her spirits, concluding, 
that he was heartily concerned at seeing her there; 
but I hope. Madam, said he 

Here he hesitated ; upon which, bursting into- 
an agony of tears, she cried out, ' O captain ! 
' captain ! many extraordinary things heive past 
'.since last I saw you, O gracious heaven ! did I 
' ever expect that tliis would be the next place of 
* our m,ccting !' '" 

She then flung herself into her chair, where she 
gave a loose to her passioiiy whilst he, in the most 
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.affectionate and tender manner, endeavoured to 
soothe and comfort her; but passion itself did, 
probably, more for its own relief, than all Jiis 
friendly consolations. Having vented this in a 
iarge flood of tears, she became pretty Well com- 
posed; but Booth unhappily mentioning her fa- 
ther, she frgain relapsed into an agony, and cried 
Out, ' Why ? why wiil you repeat the name of that 
' dear man ? I have disgraced hiip, -Mr. Booth, I 
'^am unworthy the name of his daughter,' — Here 
passion again stopped her words, and discharged 
Itself in tears. 

After this second vent of sorrow or shame ; or, 
- if the reader pleases, of rage; she once more re- 
■ covered from her agonies. Tu say the truth,, these 
are, I believe, as critical discharges of nature as 
»ny of those which are so called by the physicians ; 
and do more effectually relfeve the mind, than 
any remedies with which the whole Materia Me- 
^ica of philosophy can supply it. 

When Mrs. Vincent had recovered her faculties, 
she perceived Booth standing silent, with a mixture 
of concern and astonishment in his countenance; 
tlien addressing herself to him with an air of most 
bewitching softness, of which she was a perfect 
mistress, slie said, ' I do not wonder atyour aniaze- 
' mcnt, Captain 'Booth ; nor indeed at thjs concern 
' which you so plainly discover for me : for I well 
' know tlie goodness of your nature : but, O,' 

* Mr. Booth I believe me, when you knoxv" wliat 
' hath happened since our last meeting, your con- 

* cem will be raised, however your astonishment 

* may cease. O, Sir I you are a stranger to the 
' cause of my sorrows.' 

' I hope I am. Madam,' answered he ; ' for I 

* cannot believe what I have heard in the prison — 

* surely murder' — at which words she started from 
her chair, repeating, murder ! 'Oh! it is music in 

* my cars 1 — You Have beard then the cause of my 

* commitment, my glory, my delight, my repara- 
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' tion: — Yes, my old frietid, this is the hand, this 
' is the arm that drove the penknife to his heart. 
' Unkind tortime, that not one drop of his blood 

* reached my hand. — Indeed, Sir, 1 would never 

* have washed it from it. — But though I have not 
' the happiness to see it on my hand, I have the 

* glorious satisfaction of remembering I saw it run 
.* in rivers on the floor • I saw it forsake his cheeks. 

' I saw him tali a martyr to my revenge. And is 
' the, killing a viilain to be called murdei'? per- 

* haps the law calls it so. — Let it call it what it 

' will, or punish me as it pleases. Punisii me'. 

' ^no, no — that is not inthe power of man — not 
' of that monster man, Mr. Booth. I am undone, 
' am-revenged, and have now no more husinessr for 

* life; let them take it from me when they will.* 

Our poor gentleman turned pale with horror at 
this speech, and the ejaculation of Good Heavensl 
■what do I hear! burst spontaneously from his 
lips ; nor can we wonder at this, though he was 
the bravest of men; for her voice, her looks, her 
gestures, were properly adapted to the sentiments 
she exprest. Such indeed was her image, that 
neither could Shakespeare describe, nor Hogartli 
paint, nor Clive act a fury in higher perfection. 

'What do you hear r' ^reiterated she. 'You 
' hear the resentment of the most injured of w6- 
' men. You have heard, you say, of the murder; 
'but do you know the cause, Mr, Booth? have 

* you, since ypur return to England, visited thit 

* country where we formerly knew one another ? 
' tell me, do you know my wretched story f tell 

* me that, my friend.' 

Booth hesitated for an answer; indeed, he had 
heard some imperfect stories, not 'much to her 
advantage. She waited not till he had formed'a 
speech ; but cried, ' Whatever you may have heard, 
'you cannot be acquainted with all the strange 
' accidents which have occasioned your seeing me 
' in a place yhicb at our last parting was - ia 

L,:,,l,;.d:,G00gIe 



AS^ELIA. 183 

*■ unlikely that I ahouid ever have been.' found in; 
' nor can you know the cause of all that I have 
' uttered, and which, I am convinced, you never 
' expected to have heard from my mouth. If 
' these circumstances raise your curiosity, I will ' ■ 
' satisfy it.' 

He answered, That curiosity was 4oo mean a 
word to express his ardent desire of knowing her 
story. Upon which, with very little previous cere- 
mony, she began to relate what is written in the 
following chapter. 

But before we put an end to this, it may be ne- 
cessary to whisper ^ word or two to the critics, 
who have, perhaps, begun to express no less asto- 
nishment Uian Air. Booth, that a lady, in whom 
we had remarked a most extraordinary power of 
displayiug softness, should, the very next moment 
after the words were out . of her mouth, express 
sentiments becoming the lips of a Dalila, Jezebel; 
Medea, Semiramis, Parysatis, Tanaquil, Livilla, 
Messalina, Agrippina, Brunichilde, Elfrida, lady 
Macbeth, Joan of Naples, Christina of Sweden, 
Katharine Hays, Sarah Malcolm, Con. Philips,* 
or any other heroine of the tender sex, which his- 
tory, sacred or profane, ancient or modern, false 
or true, hath recorded. 

We desire such critics to remember, that it is 
the same English climate in which, on the lovely 
10th of June, under a serene sky, the amorous Ja- 
cobite, kissing the odoriferous zephyr's breath, 
gathers a nosegay of- white roses to deck the 
whiter breast of Celia; and in which, on the 41th 
of June, the very next day, the boisterous Boreas, 
roused by the hollow thundei, ruslies horrible 
through the air, and, driving the wet tempest be- 
fore him, levels the hop^ of the hushandipan with 
the earth, dreadful remembrance of the ppnse- 
fluences of the revolution. 

* Tliough teat, not le^ti 
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Again, let it be remembered, tRat it is the self- 
same Celia, all tender, soft, and delicate ; who 
VithaToice, the sweetness of which the Syrens 
Ihightenvy, warbles the harmdnious song in praise 
of the young adventurer ; and again, the next day, 
or, perhaps, the next hour, with fiery eyes, 
wrinkled dtows, and foaming lips, roars forth 
treason and nonsense in a poUticai argument with 
some fair one, of a ditferent principle. 
■ Or, if the critic be a whig, and . consequently 
dislikes such kindof similies, as being too favour- 
able to Jacobitism, let him be contented with the 
following story ; 

I happened in my youth to sit behind two ladies 
in a side-box at a play, wliere, in the balcony on 

the opposite side was placed the inimitable B y 

C— — s, in company with a young fellow of no 
very formal, or indeed sober, appearance. One of 
the ladies, I remember, said to the other — 'Did 

* you ever see any thing look so modest and so 

* innocent as that girl over the way ? what pity it 

* is such a creature should be in the way of ruin, 
'as I am afraid she is, by her being alone with 

* that young fellow!' Now this lady was no bad 
physiognomist; for it was impossible to conceive 
a greater appearance of modesty, innocence, and 
simplicity, than what nature had displayed in the 
countenance of that girl ; and ye^ all appear- 
ances notwithstanding, I myself (remember critic, 
it was in my youth) had a few mornings befoje 
seen that very identical picture of all those engag-- 
ing qualities in bed with a rake at a bagnio,, 
smoking tobacco, drinking punch, talking ob- 
scenity, and swearing and cursing with all the im- 
pudence and impiety of the lowest and most 
abandoned trull of a soldier., 
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CHAP. VII. 
In which Miss Matthews begins her History. 

JVliSS Matthews, having barred the door on the 
inside as securely as it vas before barred on the 
oatside, proceeded aa follows ; 

' You may imagine, I am goitir to begin my 
■ ' history at the time when you left the country j 

* but I cannot help reminding you of something 
' which hapi>ened before. You will soon i-ecolleet 
' the incident; but I believe you little know tlie 
' consequence either at that time or since. Alas ! 
' I could keep a secret then ! now I have no se- 
'icrets; the world knows all; and it is not worth 
'my while to conceal any thing. Well! — You 
' will not wonder, I believe. — I protest I can hard- 

' iy tell it ygu, even now. But I am convinced 

' you have too good an opinion of yourself to be 

* surprised at any conquest you may have made. 

* — - — Few men want that good opinion-'— and per- 
' haps very few had ever more reason for it. In- 
' deed, Will, you was a charming fellow in those 
'days; nay, you are not much altered for the 
' wprse now, at least in the opinion of some wo- 
' men ; &r your complexion and features are 
'grown much more masculine than they were.' 
Here Booth made her a low bow, most probably 
with a comphment; and after a little hesitation, 
she again proceeded- — —'Do you remember a con- 

* test which happened at an assembly," betwixt 

* myself and Miss Johnson, about standing upper- 

* most.'' you was theri my partner; and young 

' Williams danced with the other lady. The par- - 
' ' ticulars are not now worth mentioning, though 
' ' I suppose you have long since forgot them. Let 

* it sulhce that you supported my claim, and Wil- 
^ liams very aneakingly gave up that of his part- 
.' ner,.who was, with much dini^ulty, afterwards 
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* prevailed to dance }vhh him. You said — I ain 
' sure I repeat the words exactly, that ' you would 

* not for the world affront any lady there ; but 

* t^at you thought you might, without any such 

* danger, declare that there was no assembly in 
' wliich that lady, meaning your humble servant, 
' was not worthy of the uppermost place ; nor will 

* I, said you, suffer the iirst duke in England, 
f when she is at the uppermost end t>f the room, 

* and hath called her dance, to lead his partner 
f abov.e her.' 

' What made this the more pleasing to me was, 

* that I secretly hated Miss Johnson. Will you 
' have the reason ? why, then, I will tell you ho- 
' nestly, she was my rival ;-t- — that word perhaps 

* astonishes you, as you never, I believe, heard of 
f ^y one who made his addresses to me; and iii- 

* deed my heart was, till that night, entirely in- 

* different to all mankind. I mean, then, that she 

* was my rival for praise, for beauty, for dress, for 
. ' fortune, and consequently for admiration. My 

f triumph on this conquest is not to be expresse'd 
. ■ any more than my delight in the person to whom 

* I chiefly ovj^ed it. The former, I fancy, was vi- 
■ sible to the whole company; and I desired it 

* should be so ; but tli'e latter was so well con- 
' cealed, that no one, I am confident, took any 

* ' notice of it. Apd yet you appeared to me thdt 
' night to be anangel. You looked, you danced, 

* you spoke— every thing charmed me.' 

' Good heavens 1' cries Booth, ^ is it possible 

* you should do me so much unmwited honour, 
f and I should be dunce enough not to perceiv^ 
' the least symptom !^ 

' I assure you,' answered she, ' I did ail I could 
' to prevent you; and yet I almost hated you for 

* not peeing through what I strove to hide. Why, 
f Mr. Bootli, was yoii noE more quick-sighted? — 
' I will answer for you — your affections were motQ 

* happily disponed of ^q a much better vv'omat^ 

U.,:,,l,;.d:,G00gIe 



AKELIA. 18? 

f diM myself, whom you married soon aftenvards. 

* I should ask you tor her, Mr. Booth ; I should 

* have asked you for her before ; but I am uo'7 
f wnjthy of asking for her, or of calling her my 
' acquaintance '- 

Uooth stopt her short, as she was running into 
another fit of passion, and begged her to omit al). 
former matters, and acquaint him with that part of 
her history to whieh he was an entire stranger. 

She tlien renewed her discourse. as follows; 

* You know, Mr. Booth, I soon afterwards left 
' that town, upon the death of my grandmother, 
^ and retarned home to my father's house ; where % 

■ had not been long arrived before some troops of 
' dragoons came to quarter in our neighbourhood. 
f Among the officers, there was a cornet, whose 

* detested name was Hebbers, a. name I could 

* scarce repeat, had I not at the same time the 
' pleasure to reflect that he is now no more. My 
' father, you know, who is a hearty well-wisher to 
' the present government, used always to invite the 
' officers to his house ; so did he these. Nor was 
' it long before this cornet, in so particular a 

■ manner recommended himself to the poor old 
' gentleman {I cannot think of him without teais), 
i that our house became his principal habitation; 
' and he was rarely at his quarters, unless wheu 

* his superior officers obliged him co be there. I 

* shall say nothing of his person, nor could that 

* be any recommendation to a man ; it was such, 
f however, as no woman could have made an ob- 

* jeetion to. Nature had certainly wrapt up. her 
' odious work in a most beautiful covering. To 
' say the truth, he was the handsomest man, ex- 
i Cept one only, that I ever saw — I assure you, I 

' have seen a handsomer but— well. — He had 

f besides all the qualifications of a gentleman ; was 
f g^enteel, and extremely polite ; spoke French 
'well, and danced to a miracle; but what chiefly 
f itcommeiided him to my father, y^dA h^s skill la 
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' mufflc, of which yftuknow.that dear raan vis the 

* most violent lover. I wish he was not too sus- 
' cepti ble of flattery on that head ; for I have heard 

* Hebbere often greatly commend my father's per- 
' formance, and have observed that the good man 
' was wonderfully pleased with such commenda- 

* tions. To say the truth, it is the only way I 
.'can account for the, extraordinary friendship 
' which my father coneeived for this person ; such 
' a friendship; that he at last became a part of bur 
•family. 

' This very circumstance, wliich, as I am ceo- 

* vioced, strongly recommended him to my father^. 
' bad the very contrary effect with me ; I hail ■ 
' .aever any delight in music, and it was not with- 

' cmt much difficulty i was prevailed on to learn 
' t# play on the harpsichord, in which I had made 
' a very slender progress. As this man, therefore, 

* w;is frequently the occasion of my being impor- 
' tuiied to play against my will, I began to cnter- 
' tain some dislike for him on that account ; and 

* as t his person, I assure you, I long continued 
' to Itwk on it with great indifterence. 

' H ow strange will the art of this man ap- 

* pear to you presently, who had suflScient address. 

* to CO nvert that very circumstance which had at 
' first o ccasioned my dislike, into the first seeds of 
' affection for him. 

, ' You have often, I believe, heard my sister 
' Betty 1 >lay on the harpsichord ; she was, indeed^ 
' reputed the best performer in the whole country. 
' I was the farthest in the world from regarding 
' this peri%ction of her's with envy. In reality, 
' perhaps, I despised all, perfection of this kind; 
' at least, as I had neither skill nor ambition to 
' excel this way, I looked upon it as a matter of 

* mere indil Terence. 

' Hebbers first put this emulation in my head. 
' He took g reat pains to persuade me, that I had 
' much great ler abilities ot tlte musical kind than 
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•my sister; and that I might with the greatest 

* ease, if I pleased, excel her ; offering nie, at the. 
' same time, his assistance if I would resolve to_ 
' undertake it. 

^ When he had sufficfently inflamed my ambi- 

* tion, in which, perhaps, he found too little dif- 
' ficulty, the continual praises of my sister, which 
' before [ had disi^egardcd, became more and more 

* nauseous in my ears ; and the rather, as music. 
' being the favourite passion of my father, I became 
' apprehensive (not without frequent hints from, 

* Hebbera of that nature) that she might gain too, 
' great a preference in his fevour. 

' To my harpsichord then I applied myself night, 
' and day, with such industry and attention, that 

* I soon began to perform in a toleralile manner., 
' I do not absolutely say I excelled my sister, for 
' mady were of a different opinion; but, indeed,. 

* there might be some partiality in all that. 

* Hebbers, at least, declai-ed himself on my side, 
' and nobody could doubt his judgement. He as-, 

* serted openly, that I played ia the better man- 

* ner of the two ; and one day, when I was playing 
' to him alone, he affected to burst into a rapture 
' of admiration, and squeezingme gently by the. 
' hand, said, There, madam; I now declare you, 
•^ excel your sister as much in music, as, added 

* he, in a whispering sigh, you do her, and all the, 
' wfiiild, in every other charm. 

- • No woman can bear any superiority in what- 
' ever thing she desires to excel in. * I now began 
'-to hate alt the admirers of my sister, to be 
^ uneasy at every commendation bestowed on her 
' skill in musit, and consequently to love He,bber8 
' for the preference which he gave to mine. 

* It was now that I began to survey the hand- 
' some person of Hebbers with pleasure. And 
' here, Mr. Booth, I will betray to you thegrantj. 
' secret of our sex. Many women, I beheve, 

* do, with great innocence, and even with great 
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* indifference, converse with toed of -tlie fiwst 
f persons ; but this I am confident may be affirmed 
' with truth, that, when once a woman comes to 

* ask this question of herself; Is the man whom I 

* like for some other reason, handsome "' her fate, 
,*and his too, very strongly tkpcnd on her an-" 

' swerinff in the affirmative. 

' Hebbers no sooner perceived that life jnade air 
' impression on my heart, of which, I an> satisfied, 

* I gave him too undeniable tokens, than he affect- 
^ ed, on a sudden, to shun nie in tlie most apparent 
' manner. He wore the most melancholy air in my 
' presence, and, by bis dejected looks and sighs, 
' firmly persuaded me, that tiierfi was soijie secret 
' sorrow labouring in his bosom ; nor will it be 
' difficult for you to imagine to what cause I im-' 

* puted it. 

''Whilst I was wishing for his declaration of a- 
' passion in which I thought I could not be mis- 

* taken, and, at the same time trembling, when- 

' ever we met, "with the apprehension of this very 
' declaration, the widow Carey came from London 
' to make ns a visit, intending to stay the whole 

* summer at our house. 

* Those who know Mrs. Carey, will scarce think 
.* I do her an injury, in saying, she is far from being- 

* handsome ; and yet she is as finished a coquette- 

* as if she had the highest beauty to support that 
'character. But, perhaps, you have seenbei,- 
' and, if you have, I am convinced you will rea-- 
' dily subscribe to my opinion.' 

Booth answered, he had not; arid then she 
proceeded as in the following chapter. 
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CHAP. VIII. 
The Historj) of Miss Matthecos continued, 

* .1 HIS young lady had not been three clays 
'* witb us, before Hebbers grew so particular with' 

* her, tliat it was generally observed ; and my poor 
' father, who, I believe, loved the cornet as if 
*, he had been his son, began to jest on the oc- 
' casion, as one who would not be displeased at 
' throwing a good jointure into the arms of his 
' friend. 

. ' You will easily guess. Sir, the disposition of ray 
'mind on this occasion; but I was not permitted 

* to suffer long under it; for one day, when Heh- 
' bers was alone with me, he took an opportunity 
' of expressing his abhorrence at the thoughts of 

* marrying for interest, contrary to his iuciinations. 

* I was warm on the subject, and, I believe, went 

t so far as to say, that none but fools and villains ' 
' did so. He replied, with a sigli. Yes, madam, 
' but what would you tliiuk of a man whose heart 
' is all the while bleeding for another woman, to 
^ whom he would willingly sacrifice the world ; 
' but, because he must sacritice her interest as well 
' as his own, never durst even give her a hint of 
' thatpassion which was preying on his very vitals? 

* JOo you believe, Miss Fanny, there is such a 
' wretch on earth ? I answered, with an assumed 

coldness, X did not believe there was. He then 
' took me gently by the hand, and, with a look so 
' tender, that I cannot describe it, vowed he was 

* himself that wretch. Then starting, as if con- 
' sctous of an error committed, he cried with a 
' faltering voice, What am I saying? pardon me,. 

* Miss fanny; since I beg only your pity, I never 
' will ask for more.— At these words, hearing my 

* father coming up, I betrayed myself entirely, it^ 
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' indeed, I had not done it before. I hastily with- 
' drew my hand,' crying, Hush ! for heaven's sake, 
' my father is just coming in; my blushes, my 
' look, and my accent telling him, I suppose, all 
' which he wished to know. 

' A few days qow brought matters to an eclair- 
'cissenient between us; the being undeceived in 
' what had given me so much uneasiness, gave me 
' a pleasure too sweet to be resisted. To triumph 
' over the widow, for whom I had, in a very short 
' time, contracted a most inveterate hatred, was a 

* pride not to be described. Hebbers appeared to 
' iiic to be the cause of all this happiness. I doubt- 
' ed not but that he had the most disinterested 
' passion for me, and thoughthim every way wor- 

* thy of its return. I did return it, and accepted 
' him as my tover. 

' He declared the greatest apprehensions of my 

* father's suspicion, though I am convinced these 
' were causeless, had his designs been honourable. 
*To blind these, 1 consented that he should carry 

* on sham addresses to the widow", who was now a 
' constant jest between us , and he pretended, from 
' time to time, to acquaint me faithfully with every 
' thingthatpastat his interviews with her; nor was 

* this faithless woman wanting in her part of the 

* deceit. She carried herself to me all the while 

* with a shew of affection, and pretended to have 

* the utmost friendship for me. But such are the 
' friendships of women ! ' 

■ At this remark, Booth, though enougli aflFected 
^t some parts of the story, had great difficulty to 
refrain from laughter ; but, by good luCk, he 
escaped being perceived ; and the lady went on 
without interruption. 

' 1 am come now to a part of my nArrative in 

* which it is impossible to be particular, without 
' being tedious; for as to the commerce between 
' lovers, it is, I believe, mu.ch the same in all 

* cases ; and there is, perhaps, scarce a single 
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* phrase that hath not been repeated ten millions 
' of times. 

' One thing, however, as I strongly remarked it 
' then, so I will repeat it to you now. In all our 
' conversations,' Jn moments when he fell into the 
' wannest raptures, and expressed the greatest un- 
' easiness at the delay of ins joys, he seldom men- 
' tioned the word Marriage ; and never once soli- 

* cited a day for that purpose. Indeed, women can- 
' not be cautioned too much against such lovers; 
' for thougli I have heard, and perhaps truly, of 
' some of our sex, of a virtue so exalted, that it is 
' proof against every ttmptatiori ; yet the gene r- 
' ality, I am afraid, are too much in the power of 

* a man to whom they have owned an affection. 
'What is called being upon a good tooting, is, 
' perhaps, being upon a very dangerous one; and 

* a woman who hath given her consent to marry, 
' can- hardly be said to be safe till she is married.. 

'And now, Sir, I hasten to the period of my 
' ruin. We had a wedding in our family ; my mu- ' 
' sical sister was married to a young fellow as mu- 

* sical as herself. Such a match, you may be sure, 
' amongst other festivities, must have a ball. Oh!" 

* Mr. Booth; shall modesty forbid me to remark 
' to you what past on that occasion? But why do 

* I mention modesty, who have no pretensions to 

* it? Every thing was said, and practised, on that 
' occasion, as if the purpose had been to inflame 
'the mind of every woman present That effect, 
' I freely own to you, it had with me. Miisio, 

* dancing, wine, and the most luscious conver- 

* sation, in which my poor dear father innocently 
' joined, raised ideas in me of which I shall for 
' ever repent; and I wished (why should I deny 

* it?) that it had been my wedding instead of my 
' sister's. 

' The villain Hebbers danced with me that night, 
' and he lost no opportunity of improving the oc- 
' casion. In short, the dreadful evening came. My . 
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* father, though it was a very unusual thing with 

* him, grew intoxicated with liquor; most of the 

* men were in the same condition ; nay, I myself 

* drank more than I was acciislomed to, enough 

* to inflame, though not to disorder. I lost my 

* former bed-fellow, my sister, and, — you may, 

* I think, guess the rest, — the villain found means 
' to steal to my chamber, and I was undone. 

' Two months I passed in this detested com- 

* merce, buying, even then, my guilty, half-tasted 

* pleasures at too dear a rate, with continual hor- 
' ror and apprehension ; but what have I paid since, 

' * what do I pay now, Mr. Booth ? O may my fate 

* be a warning to every woman to keep her inno- 

* cence, to resist every temptation, since she is 
' certain to repent of the foolish bargain. May it 
' be a warning to her to deal with mankind with 
' care and caution ; to shun the least approaches 
' of dishonour, and never to confide too much in 
' the honesty of a man, nor in lier own strength, 
' where she has so much at stake ; let her remem- 
' her she walks on a precipice, and the bottomless 

• ' pit is to receive her, if she slips ; nay, if she 

* makes but one false step. 

' I ask your pardon, Mr. Booth, I might have 
' spared these exhortations, since no woman hears 
' me ; but you will not wonder at seeing me af- 

* fected on this occasion.' 

Booth declared he was much more surprised at 
her being able so well to preserve her temper in 
recounting her story, 

* O Sir,' answered she, ' I am at length recori- 

* ciled to my fate ; and I can now die with plea- 

* sure, since I die revenged. I am not one of those 
' mean wretches who can sit down arid lament their 
' misfortunes. If I ever shed tears, they are the 
' tears of indignation — hut 1 will proceed. 

' It was my fate now to solicit marriage; and I 
' failed not to do it in the most earnest manner. 
' He answereU me at first with procrastinations, 
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'.declaring, from time to time, he would mentiou 
Ut to my fiither ; and still excusing himself for not 
' doing it. At lasti he thought on an expedient to 

* obtam a longer reprieve. This was by pretend- 
' ing, that he should, in a very few weeks, be 
' preferred to the command of a troop ; and then 

* he said, he could, with some confidence, pro- 
' pose the match. 

'In this delay, I was pereuaded to acquiesce; 

* and was indeed pretty easy; for I had not yet 
' the least mistrust of his honour ; but what words 

* can paint my sensations ! when one morning he 
' came into my room, with all the marks of de- 

* jectioB in his countenance, and throwing an open 
' letter on tlie table, said, Ther£ is news, madam, 

'*in that letter which lam- unable to tell you; 
' nor can it give you more concern than it hath 

* given me. 

* This letter was from his captain, to acquaint 
' him, that the rout, as they call it, was arrived, 
' and that they were to march within two days. 
' And this, I am since convinced, was what he ex- 
' pected, instead of the preferment which had been 

* made the pretence of delaying our marria2;e. ■ 

' The shock which I felt at reading this was 
' inexpressible, occasioned indeed principally by 
' the departure of a villain whom I loved. However, 
' I soon acquired sufficient presence of mind to 
'remember the main point; and I now insisted 
' peremptorily on his making me inimedjately his 
' wife, whatever might be the consequence. 

' He seemed thunderstruck at this proposal, be- 
' ing, I suppose, destitute of any excuse : but I was 
' too impatient to wait for an answer, and cried 
' out with much eagerness. Sure you cannot hesi- 

' tate a moment upon this matter Hesitate I 

' madam ! replied he — what you ask is impossible 
,' — is this a time for me to mention a thing of this 
' kind toyourfather? — Myejjes were now opened 
' all at once — I feli ino a rage little short of mad- 
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' ness. Tt'U not me, I cried, of inipossibiliti^ff, 

' nor t'lTies, nor of my father, — '■ my honour, 

' my rc])uration, my all are at stake. — I will have 
' no excuse, no dclay^^ — make me your wife this 
' instant, or I will proclaim you over the face of 
' the whole earth for ihe me^test of villains. — 
' ile answered, witJi a kind of sneer, What will 
•* you proclaim, madam ? — whose honour will you 
' injure r Rfy tongue faltered when I offered to 
' reply, and I fell into a violent agony, which 
' endc<l in a fit ; nor do I remember any thing 

* more that past, till I found myself in 'the arms 

* of my poor affrighted father. 

'*0 Mr. Booth ! what was theii my situation, 
' I tremble even now from the reflection. — I must 
' stop a moment. I can go no farther.' Booth 
attempted all in his power to sooth her; and sh? 
soon recovered her powers, and proceeded in her 
story. 



CHAP. IX. 
In which Miss Matthews concludes her Relation, ' 

' IjEFORE I had recovcr-ed my senses, I had 
'. sufficiently betrayed myself to the best of men, 
'who, instead of upbraiding me, or exerting any 
' anger, endeavoured to comfort me all he could, 
' with assurances tiiat all should yet be well. This 
' goodness of his affected me with inexpressible 

* sensations ; I pro.strated myself before him, em- 
' braced and kissed his knees, and almost dissolved 
' in tears, and a degree of -tenderiiess hardly to he 
' conceived —But I am running into too minute 
' descriptions. 

' Hebbers, seeing me in a fit, had left me, and 
' sent one of the servants to take care of me. He 
' then ran away like a thief from the house, with- 

* out takingi'ljis kave of my father, or once thank- 
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' ing him for all his civilities. He did not stop at 
' his quarters, but made directly to London, appre- 
' hensive, I believe, eitlier of my father or brother's 
' resentment; for I am convinced he is a coward. . 
' Indeed his fear of my brother was utterly ground- 

* less; for I believe he would rather have tlianked 
' any man who had destroyed me; and I am sure I 

* am not in the least behind-hand with him in good 

* wishes. 

' All his inveteiacy to me, had, however, no 

* effect on my father, at least at that time; for 
' though the good man took sufficient occasions 

' to reprimand me for my past offence, he conld . 

* not be brought to abandon me. A treaty of 
'marriage was now set -on foot, in which my 

* father himself offered me to Hebbers, with a for- 

* tune superior to that which had been given with ' 
' my sister; nor could all my brother's remon- 

' strances agaiqst it, as an act of the highestinjus- 
' tice,, avail. 

'Hebbers entered into the treaty, though, not 
' with much warmth. He had even the assurance 
' to make additional demands on my father, wiiich 
' being complied with, every thing was concluded, 
' and the villain once more received Into the house. 
' He soon found means to obtain my forgiveness of 
' liis former behaviour; indeed, he convinced me, 
' so foolishly blind is female love, that he had 
' never been to blame. 

' When every thing was ready for our nuptials, 
' and the day of the ceremony was to be appointed, 

* in the midst of my happiness, I received a letter 
' from an unknown hand, acquainting me (guess, 
' Mr. Booth, how I was shocked at receiving it) 
' that Mr. Hebbers was already married to a wo-, 

* man, in a distant part of the kingdom. 

' I will not tire you with all that past at ouk next 

* interview, I communicated the letter to Heb- 
' bers, who after some little hesitation, owned the 
' fact, and not only owned it, but had the address 
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* to improve it to his o\'tn advantage, to make it 
' the means of satisfying me concerning all his for- 
' mer "delays; which, to say the truth, I was not 
' so much displeased at imputing to any degree of 
*-vill3ny, as I should have been to impute it to the 

* want of a sufficient warmth of affection ; and 

* though the disappointment of all my hopes, at 

* the very instant of their expected fruition, threw 
' me into the most violent disorders ; yet, M'hcn I 

* came a little to myseltj he had no great difficulty 

* to persuade me that in every instance, with regard 
' to me, Hebbers had acted from no other motive 
' than fiom the most ardent and ungovernabfe 

* love. And there is, I believe, no crime which a 

* woman will not forgive, when she can derive jt 

* from that fountain. In short, I forgave him all, 
' and am willing to persuade myself I am not 

* weaker than the rest of my sex. Indeed, Mr, 
' Booth, he hath a bewitching tongue, and is 

* master of an address that po woman could resist. 

* I do assure you, the charms of his person are his 

* least perfection, at least in my eye.' 

Here Eoolli smiled, but happily without her 
perceiving it, 

' A fresh difficulty (continued she) now arose. 

* This was to excuse the delay of the ceremony to 

* my father, M'ho every day very earnestly urged it, 

* This made me so very uneasy, that I at last listeo- 

* ed to a proposal, which, jf any one, in the days 

* of my innocence, or even a few days before, 

* had assured me I could have submitted to have 

* thought of, I should have treated the supposition 
' Avith the highest contempt and indignation; nay, 

* I scarce reflect on it now with more horror than 

* astonishment. In short, I agreed to run away 
' with him. To leave my father, my reputation, 

* every thing which was or ought to have been 

* dear to me, and to live with this villain as a mis- 
■* tress, since I ccukl not be his \vife. 

* Was tiot this an obU^ation of the highest and 
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* tenderest kind, and had I not reason to expect 
' every return in the man's power on whom I had 
' conterred it ? 

' I willjiiakeshort of the remainder of my story, 
' for what is there of a woman worth relating, after 
' what I have told you r 

' Ahove a year I Uved with this man in an oh- 
' scure court In London, during which time I had 

* a child by him, whom Heaven, I thank it, hath 
' been pleased to take to itself. 

' During many months he behaved to me with. 

* ail the apparent tenderness, and even fondness 

* imaginable ; but, alas ! how poor ^vas my enjoy-, 
' ment of this, compared to what it would have 

* been in another situation? When he was present^ 
' life was barely tolerable; but when he was ab- 

* sent, nothing could equal the misery I endured. 

* I past my hours almost entirely alone; for no 
'. company, but what I despised, would consort 
'with me. Abroad, I scarce ever went, lest I 
'should meet any of my former acquaintance; 

* for their sight would have plunged a thousand 

* daggers in my soul. My only diversion was 
' going very seldom to a play, where I hid myself 
'. in the gallery, with a daughter of the woman of 
' the house. A girl, indeed, of good sense, and 
' many good qualities ; but how much beneath me 
' was It to be the companion of a creature so low I 
' O heavens ! when I have seen my equals glitter- 
' ing in a side- box, how have the thoughts of my 
' lost honour torn my soul !' 

' Pardon me, dear madam,' cries Booth, ' for ■ 
' inleiTupting you; but I am under the utmost 
' anxiety to know what became of your poor 
' father, for whom I have so great a respect, and 
' who, I am convinced, must so bitterly feel your 
' loss.' 

' O Mr. Booth,' answered she, ' he was scarce 
'ever out of my thoughts. His dcarimage still 
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' obtruded itself in my mind, and I believe wouTd 
' have broken my l)eart, had I not taken a very 

* preposterous way to ease myself, I am, indeed, 
' almost ashamed to tell you ; but necessity put 

* it in my head. — You will think the matter too 
' trifling to have been remembcied, and so it surely 

* was; nor should I have remembered it on any 
' other occasion. You must know then, Sir, 
' that my brother was always my inveterate enemy, 
' and altogether as fond of my sister. He once 

* prevailed with my father to let htm take my 

* sister with him in the chariot, and by that means 

* I was disappointed of going to a bail which I 
' had set my heart on. The disappo'intment, I 

* assure you, was great at the time ; b6t I had 

* long since forgotten it. I must have been a 
'very bad woman, if I had not; for it was the 
' only thing in which I can remember that my 

* father ever disobliged me. However, I now re- 

* yived this in my mind, which I artificially 

* worked up into so high an injury, that I assure 
'you, it afforded me no little comfort; When 

* any tender idea intruded into my bosom, I im- 

* mediately raised this phantom of an ifijUry in 

* my imagination, and it considerably lessened the 

* fury of that sorrow which I should have other- 
' wise felt for the loss of so good a father; who 
' died within a few months of my departu're froni 

* him. 

* And now, Sir, to draw tea conclusion.' One 
'night as I was in the gallery at Drury-Lane 
' playhouse, I saw below me, in a side- box — — 
' (she was once below me in every place), that 

* widow whom I mentioned to ycm. before-: — -I 
' had scarce cast my eyes on this woman, before 
' I was so shocked with the sight, that it almost 
' deprived me of my senses; for the villain Hebi 

* bers came presently in, and seatfed himself be- 

* hind her. 
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* He had been almost a month from me, and I 

* believed him to be at his quarters in Yorksliire. 
' Guess what wer6 my seftsatione, wheri I behcld" 
' him sitting by that base woman, and talking to 

* her with the utmost famiharity. I could not long 

* endure this sight; and having acquainted my 

* companion that I was taken suddenly ill, I forced 
' her to go home with me at the end of the second 

* act 

■ ' After a restless and sleepless night, when I 

* rose the next mornings, I had the comfort to re- 

* ceive a visit from the woman of the house, who, 

■ after a very short introduction, asked me when 
' I had heard from the captain, and when I ex- 

* iiected to see him ? I had not strength or spirits 

* to liiake her any answer; and, she proceeded 

* thus: Indeed I did iiot think the captain would 
'have used me so. My husband was an officer of 

* the army, as well as himself; and if a body is 4 
'little low in the world, 1 am sure that is no xea- 

* son for folks to trample on a body. I defy 
' the world - to aay as I ever was guilty of an iil 

* thing. For hftiven's sake. Madam, says I, what 
' do you mean ? Mean ! cries she, I am sure- if I 
■* had riot thought you had been captain Hebbers'^ 
' Iady,ibis lawful lady too, you should never have 
' set footing in my house. 1 would have captain 

* Hebbers know, that though I am reduced to let 

* lodgings, I never bave erttertained any but per- 

* sons of character. — In this manner, Sir, she ran 

■' on, siying many shocking things not worth re- , 

* peating, till my anger at last got the better of my 
, * patience as w^U as my sorrow, and I pushed her 

* out of the room. 

' She had not been long gone before her daughter 

* came to nie, and after many expressions of ten- 

* derness and pity acquainted me, that her mother 
' had just fouiid out, by means of the captain's ser- 
' vant, that tlie captain was married to another 

* Udy; which, if you did not know before, madam, 
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' said she, lam sorry to be the messenger, of such 

* iil news. 

' 'Think, Mr. Booth, what I must have endured 

* to see myself humbled betbre such a creature as 
' this, the daughter of a woman who lets lodgings ! 
'However, having recollected myself a littie> I 
' thought it would lie in vain to deny any thing; 
' so knowing this to be one of the best natured, ' 

* and most sensible girls in the world, I resolved 
' to tell her my whole story, and for the future to 
',make her my confidante. 1 answered-her, there- 

* fore, with a good deal of assurance, that she 
' neal not regret telling me this piece of ill news, 

* for I had known it before I came to her lu)use. 

'Pardon me, madam,' rephed the girl, 'you 

* cannot possibly have known it so long ; for he 

* hath not been married above a week : last night 
' was the first time of his appearing in pubUc with 
•"his wife at the play. Indeed, I knew very weli 
'the cause of your uneasiness there; but would 
' not mention- 

'His wife at the play!' answered I eagerly, 

* what wife! whom do you mean?' 

' I mean the widow Carey, madam,' replied she, 
' to whom the captain was married a few days 
' since. His servant was here last night to pay for 

* your lodging; and lie told it my mother.' 

' I know not what answer I made, or whether I 
' made any ; I presently fell dead on the floor, and 
'it was with great dithculty I was brought back 
' to life by the poor girl; for neither the mother, 
' nor the maid of the house, would lend me any 
' assistance, both seeming to regard me rather as 

* a monster than a woman, 

'Scarce had I recovered the nse of my senses, 
' when I received a letter from the villain, declar- 

* ing he had not assurance to see my face, and 
' very kindly advising me to endeavour to recon- 
' cile myself to my tamily ; concluding with an 

* ofli^r, in case I aid not sqcceedj to,^ allow we 
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' twenty pounds a year to support me in some re- 
' mote part of the kingdom. 

* I need not mention my indignation at these 
' proposals. In the highest agony of rage, I went 

■'ma chair to the detested house, where I easily 
' got access to the wretch I had devoted to de- 
' strucTion, whom 1 no sooner found within my 
^ reach, than I plunged a drawn penknife, which 

* I had prepared in my pocket for the purpose, into 
' his accursed heart. For this fact, I was immedi- 
' ately seized, and soon after committed hitherj 
' and for this fact I am ready to die, and shall, 

* wiih pleasure, receive the sentence of the law. 

* Thus, Sir,' said she, ' I have related to you my 
' unhappy story ; and if I have tired your patience, 

* by dwelling too long on those parts which af- 

* fected me the most, I ask your pardon.' 

Booth made a proper speech on this occasion, 
and having expressed much concern at her pre- 
sent situation, concluded, that he hoped her sen- 
tence would be milder than she seemed to expect. 

Her reply to this was full of so much bitterness 
and indignation, that we do not think proper to 
record the speech at length; in which, having 
vented her passion, she all at once put on a serene 
countenance, and, with an air or great compla- 
cency, said, ' Well, Mr. Booth, I think I have now 

* a right to satisfy my curiosity, at the expense of 
' your breath. I may say it is not altogether a 

* vain curiosity; for perhaps I have had incHna- 
' tion enough to interest myself in whatever con- 

* cerns you ; — but no matter for that — those days 

* (added she with a sigh) are now over.' 

Booth, who was extremely good-natured and 
well-bred, told her, that she should not command 
hinj twice whatever was in his power; and tliert, 
after the usual apology, was going to begin his 
history, when the keeper arrived, and acquainted 
the lady that dinner was ready, at the same time 
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saying, 'I suppose, M^dam, as tli£ pfentleman ts 
' an acquaintance of your's, he must dine with us " 
' too.' 

Miss IVfattliews told the keeper, that she had 
only one word to mention in private to the gentle- 
man, and that then they would both attend hiin. 
■— Siie then pulled her pursp from her pocket, in 
■wliich were upwards of twenty guineas, being the 
remainder of the money for which slie had sold a 
gold repeating watch, her father's present, with 
some other tiinkets, and desired Mr. Booth to take 
wliat he should have occasion for; saying, ' You 
'know, I believe, dear M'ill, I never valued money} 
' and now, I am^ure I shall have very little use 
' for it.' Booth, with much difficulty, accepted 
of two guineas; and .then they both together 
attended tlie keeper, • • 



Table-talk, consisting of a facetious Hiscourse that 
passed in the Prison. 

X HERE were assembled at the. table the gOr 
vernoc of these (not improperly called infernal) 
regions; the lieutenant-governor, vulgarly n^raed 
the' first turnkey; Miss Matthews, ^h: Booth, Mr, 
Robinson the gambler; several other prisoners of 
both sexes; and one Murphy an attorney. 

The governor took the firstoppoitunity to bring 
the affair of Miss Matthews upon the carpet, and 
then turning to Murphy, he said, ' It is very 
'lucky this gentleriian happens to be present; I 
' do assure you, Madam, your cause cannot be in 
' abler hands. He is, I believe, the best man in 
' England at a defence ; I have known him oftea 
* succeed against the piost positive evidence,' 
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* Fy, Sir,' artsit-eTed MurpTiy, * you know I liatp 
"* all this; but if the lady will trust me with her 

* cause, I will do the best in my power. Come, 
' Madam, do not be discouraged , a bit of man- 
' slaughter and cold ijon, I hope, will be the 
' worst : or, perhaps, we may come off better, with 
' a slice of chance-medley, or se defendcndo.' 

' I am very ignorant of the law, Sir,' cries the. 
lady. 

' Yes, RIadam,' answered Murphy, *'it cannot 
' be expected you should understand it. There 
' are very few of us who .'profess it, that under- 
' stand the whole; nor is it necessary we shauld. 
'There is a great deal of rubltish of little use, 

* about indictmcftts, and abatements, and bars, 
' and ejectments, and trovers, and such stuff, wit^ 
' which jieople cram their heads to little purpose, 
'The chapter of evidence is the main business^ 
' that is the sheet anchor ; that is the rudtler, 
' whidh brings the vessel safe in portum. V.v'i- 
' dence is, indeed, the whole, the summa totidis, 
' for de non apparentibus et non insiskntibus 
' eadem est ratio.' 

' If yoa address yourself to me, Sir,' said the 

* lady, you are much too learned, I assure you, 

* for my understanding.' 

' Tace, Madam,' answered Murphy, ' is Latin 
' for a candle : I commend your prudence. I 
' shall' know the particulars of your case when we 

* are alone.' 

' I hope the lady,' said Robinson, ' hath no sus- 

* picion of any person here. 1 hope we are alf 
' persons of honour at this table.' 

' D — n my eyes !' answered a well-dressed wo- 

* man, I can answer for myself and the other ladies; 
' though I "never saw the iady in my life, she need 

* not be shy of us, d^-n my eyes ! I scorn to rap * 
' against any lady.' 

• A cant word, meaning to swear, or rather to perjure yourself. 
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- ' D — n me, Madam !' cried another female, * T 

* honour what yoa have done. I once put a knife 

' into a cull myself — so my seivice to you, Madam, ■ 
' and I wish you may come off with ee diffidend» 
' with all my heart.' 

' I beg, good woman,* said Miss Matthews, 

* you would talk on some other subject, and give 

* yourself no concern about my affairs.' 

' You see, ladies,' cried Murphy, ' the gentle- 

* woman doth not care to talk on this matter be- 

* fore company ; so pray do not press her.' 

* Nay, I value the lady's acquaintance no more 

* than she values mine,' cries the first woman who 

spoke ' I have kept as good company as the 

' lady, I believe, every day m the week. Good 

* woman ! I do not use to be so treated — If the 
*^lady says such another word to me, d — n me, 

* I will darken her daylights. Marry, come up, 
' good woman ! — the lady's a whore as well as 

* myself; and though I am sent hither to mill- 
' doll, d — n my eyes, I have money enough to buy 

* it off as well as the lady herself.' 

Action might perhaps soon have ensued thit 
speech, had not ti)e keeper interposed his autho' ' 
Tity, and put an end to any further dispute. Sooa 
after whicii, the company broke up;, and none but 
himself, Mr. Murpliy, Captain Booth, and Misg 
Matthews remained together. 

Miss Matthews then, at the entreaty of tht 
keeper, began to open her case to Mr. Murphy, 
whom she admitted to be her solicitor, though she 
still decked she was indifferent as to the event 
of the trial. 

Mr. Murphy having heard all the particulars 
with which the reader is already acquainted (as 
far as related to the murder), shook his head and 
said, ' There is but one circumstance, Madam, 

* which I wish was out of the case ; and that we 

* must put out of it; I mean the carrying the pen- 
' knife drawn into the room with you ; for that 
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* seems to imply malice prepensive, as ve call it in 
'the law: this circumatance, therefore, must not 

* appear against you ; and if the servant who was 
' in the room observed this, he must be bought 
' off at all hazards. All here, you say, are friends ; 

* therefore, I tell you spenly, you must furnish me 
' with money sufficient for this purpose. Malice 

* is all we have to guard against' 

' I would not presume, Sir,' cries Booth, ' lo in- 
' form you in the Law ; but I have heard in case 

* of stabbing, a man may be indicted upon the 
'statute; and it is capital, thoagh no malice ap- 

* pears.' 

' You say, true, Sir,-' answered Murphy ; ' a tnan ■ 

* may be indictetl contra formani statutis; and 

* that method,'! allow you, requires no malice. I 
' presume you are a lawyer, Sirr' 

' No, indeed. Sir,' answered Booth, ' I know 
'nothing of the law.' 

'Then, Sir, I will tell you — If a man be in- 
' dieted contra formam statutis, as we siy, no 
' malice is nefcessary ; because the fomi of the 
■* statute makes malice ; and then what we have 
' to guard against, is having struck the first blow 
' — Pox on't, it is unlucky this was done in a room 
"' — If it had been in thestreet, we could have had 
' five or six witnesses to have proved tlie first blow, 
' cheaper than I am afraid we shall get this one; 
' for when a man knows, from the unhappy cir- 
' cumstances of the case, that you can procure no 
'other witness but himself, he is always dear. It 
' is so in all other ways of business — 1 am veiy im- 
' plicit, you see ; but we are all among friends. 

* The safest way is to furnish me with money 
' enough to offer him a good round sum at once; 
' and, I think (it is for your good I speak) fifty 
' pounds is the least that can be offered him. — I 
' do assure you, I would offer him no less, was it 

* my own case.' 
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* And do you thinks Sir,' said shtf, * that I 

* would save my life at the expense of hiring ano« 
' ther to perjure himself?' 

' Ay, surely do I,' cries Murphy; ' for where is 
' the fault, admitting there is some fault in perjury 
' as you call it; and to be sure, it is such a matter 
' as every man should rather wish to avoid than 

* not: and yet, as it may be managed, there is not 
' so much a-s some people are apt to imagine in ifej 

' for he need not kiss the book, and then pray - 
' where is the perjury? but if the crier is sharper 
' than ordinary, what is it he kisses? is it any 
' thing hut a hit of catves-skin ? I am sure a man 
' mustbc a very bad Chiistian himself, who would 
' not do so much, as that to save the hfe of any 

* Christian whatever, much more of so pretty a 
' lady-^Indeed, Madam, if we can make out but 
' a tolerable case( so much beauty will go a great 

* way with the judge and the jury too.' 

The Utter part of this speech, notwithstanding 
the uiouth it came from, caused Miss Matthews 
to suppress much of the indignation which began 
to arise at the former; and she answered with a 
smile, ' Sir, you are a great casuist iu these mat- 
'ters; but we need argue no longer concerning 

* them; for if fifty pounds would-save my life, I 

* assure you, I could not command that sum. 
' The Uttle money I have in my pocket is all I can 
'call my own; and, I apprehend, in the situa- 
' tion I am in, I shall have very little of that to 

* spare.' 

* Come, come, Madairi,' cries Murphy,' life is 

* sweet, let me tell you, and never sweeter than 
' when we are near losing it. I have known many 
.' a man very brave and undaunted at his first 
' commitment, who, when business begaa to 
■' thicken a little upon him, hath changed his 
.' note— It is no time to be saving in your con- 

* dition.' 
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The keep6tj who,' &fter the Kberanty of Miss 
Matthews, and on setilig a purse of guineas ih her 
■'hand, had conceived a great opinioii of her wealth, 
no sooner heard tllat the suni which he had in in- 
tention entirely confiscated for his o*h use, was 
attttflpted to be broke in upon, thought it higii 
time to bi u(>t)n his guard. ' To be sure,' crits he, 

* Ml". Murphy, life i9 sweet, is you say, that mUst 
' be ackHoWledged ; to be sure life is sweet ; but 

* sweet as it is, no ptTsotl can advance mote than 
^ they at-e frorth fo save it. And indeed, if the 
' lady ctttt eomtnatid no more liiOney than that lit- 

* tie she nwHtions, ahe is to be commended for her 
■* unwillingtteSs to part with afiy of it ; for, to bfe 
' sUre, '$.& she says, she will want every farthing of 
' that, to live like a getltle^omau till she comes to 
■* her triah And, to be sufe, as Sweet is life is, 
■f people ought to fake care to be dble to live sweetly 
' while they do live ; besides, I cdfinot helf> say- 

* ing, the lady shews herself to be what she is, by 
' her abhorrence of perjury, which is certainly a 

* very dreadful crime. And, though the not kis- 

* sing the bOok doth, as you say, make a great 
' deal of difference ; and if a man had a great while 

* to live and repent, perliaps he might swallow it 

* well enough ; yet, when people comes to be near 
' their end (as who can venture to foretel what 

* will be the lady's case !) they ought to take care 

* not to overburthen their conscience. I hope the 

* lady's case will not be found murder ; for I am 
' sure I always wish well to all my prisoners, who 

* shew themselves to be gentlemen, or gentlewo- 

* men ; yet one should always fear tlie worst.* 

' Indeed, Sir, you speak like an oracle,' answered 
tJielady; 'and one subornation of perjury would 

* sit heavier on my conscience, than twenty such 
' murders as I am guilty of.' 

' Nay, to be sure,-Madam,' answered the keeper, 
' no body can pretend to tell what provocation 

* you must have had ; and certainly it can never 

VOL, VIII. t 

DiailizMbyGoOgle 



Sid AHEU4. 

' be imagined, that a lady who "behaves herself so 
' handsoDJely as you have' done, ever since yoix 
' have been under my keys,' should be goilty of 
' killing a man .without being ivery highly pro- 
* voked to do it.' 

Mr. Murphy was, I believe, going to answer, 
when he was called out of the room ; after which 
nothing passed between the remaining persons 
worth relating, till Booth and the latly retired back 
again into the lady's apartment. 

Here they fell immediately to commenting on 
the foregoing di^coui'se; but as their coipments 
were, I believe, the same with what most readers 
.have made on the sasne occasion, we shall omit 
them. At last. Miss Matthews reminding her 
companion of his promise of lelating to her what 
had befallen him since the interruption of their 
former acquaintance, be began as is written in the 
next book of this- history. ■ 
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BOOK. IT. 
CIIAP. I. 



In ■which Captain Booth begins to relate his _ 
History. 

J. HE tea-tahle being removed, and Mr. Booth 
and the lady left alone, he proceeded as follows :- 

' Since you. desire, Madam, to know the par- 
' ticulars of my courtship ta that best and dearest 
' of women, whom I afterwards' married ; I will 
' endeavour to recollect them as well as I can, at 
' least all those incidents which are most worth 
' relating to you. • ■ 

' If the vulgar opinion of the fatality in maf riage , 
' bail ever any foundation, it surely appeared 15 
' my marriage with my Amelia. I knew her in the 
' first dawn of her beauty ; anil, I believe, Madam, 
' she had as much as ever fell to the share of a 
' woman ; but though I always admired h^r, it 

* was long without any spark of love. Perhaps 
' the general admiration which at that time pur- 

* sued her, the respect paid her by persons of the 

* highest rank, and the numberless addresses which 
' were made her by men of great fortune, pre- 
' vented my aspiring at the possession of those 

* charms which seemed so absolutely out of my 
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' reach. However it was, I assure you the accl- 
' dent which deprived her of the admiration of 
' others, made the first great impression on my heart 
' in her favour. The iiTJnry'done to her beauty by 
' the overturning of achaise, by which, as you may 
' well remember, her lovely nose was beat all to 
' pieces, gave nie an assurance that the woman who 
' had been so much adored for the charms of her 
' person, deserved a much higher adoration to be 
'paid to her mind : for tliat she was iu the latter 

* respect infinitely more superior to the rest of her 
' sex, than she had ever been in the former.' 

' I admire yoiir taste extremely,' cried the lady ; 
' I remember perfectly well the great heroism with 
' which your Amelia bore that misfortune.' 

'Goo<l heavens ! Madam,' answerered he, 'what 

* a magnanimity of mind did her behaviour demon- 
' strate! if the woild Iiave extolled the firmness of 
' soul in a man who can support the loss of fortune ; 
' of a general, who can be composed after the los^ 
' of a victory;, or of a king,- who can be contented 

* with the loss of a crown; with what astonish- 
' ment ought we to behold, with what praises to 
' honour, u young lady, who can, with patience 
'and resignation, submit to the loss of exquisite 

* beauty, in other words to the loss of fortune, 

* fiower, glory, every thing which human nature is 

* apt to court and rejoice in! what must be the 

* mind which can bear to be deprived of all these 
^ in a moment, and by an untjortunate trifling acci- 
' dent ; which could support all this, togellier with 
' the most exquisite torments of body, and with 

* dignity, with resignation, without complaining, 

* almost without a tear, undergo the most painful 

* and dreadful operations of surgery iti auch a situ- 
' ation !' Here he stopt, and a torrent of tears 
gushed from his eyes ; »ucfe tears, as are apt to 
flow from a truly noble heart, at the hearing of 
any thing surprisingly. great anil glorious. As soon 
as he M'as able, he again proceeded thus : 
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* Would you think, Miss Matthews, that the 

* misfortune of my Amelia was capable of any ag- 

' gravation ! I assure yoy, she hath often told me ' 
'it was agg;ravated with a circumstance which 
' outweighed al) the other ingredients. This was 
' the ciuel insults she received from some of her 
'most intimate acquaintance, several of whom, 

* after many distortions and grimaces, have turned 
' their heads aside, unable to support their secret tri- 

* umph,and burstintoaloudlaugh in her hearing.' 

' Good heaven !' cried Miss Matthews, ' what 
' detestable actions will this contemptible passioo 

* of envy prevail on our sex to commit?' 

' An occasion of this kind, as she hath since told 
' me, made tlie first impression on h^r gentle 
' lieart in my favour. I was one day in company 
' with several young la<iies, or rather young 

* devils, where poor Amelia's accident was the 
' subject of much mirth and pleasantly. One of 

* these said, she hoped Miss would not hold her 

* head 8o high for the future. Anotlier answered, 
' I do not know Madam, what she may do with 
' her liead, but I am convinced she will never more 
' turn up her nose at her betters. Another cried, 

* What a very propef match might now be made 

* between Amelia and a certain captaip, who had 
/ unfortunately received an injury in the sariie 
' part, though froui -no shaniefijl cause. Many 
' other sarcasms were thrown out, very unworthy 

* to he repeated. I was hurt with perceiving so 

* much malice in human shape, and cried out very 
' bluntly, Indeed, ladies, you need not express 
' such satisfaction at poor Miss Emily's accident; 

* for she will still be the handsomest woman in 
' England. This speech of mine wa« afterwards 
' variously repeated, by some lo my honour, and 
' by others (lepresented in a contrary light ; indeed, 
' it was often reported to be much ruder tlian it 
' was. However, it at length reached Anielia'-s 
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' ears. Slie.saui glie was very much oblicfed to me j 
* since I could have so much compassion for her 
' as to be riide to a lady on lier account. 

' Abotit a month after the accident, when Ame- 
' ha began to see company in a mask, I had the 
' honour to drink tea witli her. Wt were alone 
■ together, and I begged her to indulge my curi- 
' osity by shewing liie her face. She answered in 
' aniost oblioiing manner, " Peihaps, Mr. Booth, 
" you will as little know me when my mask is off, 
'* as when it is on; and at the same instant un- 
V masked." — The surgeon's skill was the least I 
' considered. A thousand tender ideas rushed all 
' at once on my mind. I was unable to contain 
' myself; and eagerly kissing her hand, I cried — 
'Upon my soul. Madam, you never appeared to 
f me ao lovely as at this instant. Nothing more re- 
' markable passed at this visit; but 1 sincerely be- 
' lieve we were neither qf us hereafter indifterent 
*j;o each other. 

*Many months, however, passed after this, be- 

* fore I ever thought seriously of making her my 

* wife. Not that I wanted sufficient love for Ame- 

* lia. Indeed it arose from the vast affection I bore 
' her. I considered my own as a desperate fortune, 
' her's as entirely dependent on her mother, who 

* was a woman, you know, of violent passions, 
' and very unlikely to consent toa match so highly 
' contrary to the interest of her dangbter. The 
'more I loved Amelia, the more firmly I resolved 
' within myself, never to propose love to her se- 

* riqusly. Such a dupe was my understanding to 
' my heart ; and so foolishly did I imagine I could 
' be master of a flame, to which I was pyery day 

* adding fewel. 

' O Miss Matthews! we have heard of men en- 
'tirely masters of their passions, and of hearts 
' which can carry this fire in thenii and conceal it 
'at their pleasure. Perhaps there may be such ; 
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* but if there are, those hearts may be compared, 
' I believe, to damps, in which it is move difficult 
' to keep fire alive than to prevent its blazing : In 
' mine, it was placed in the midst of combustible 
' matter. 

* After several visits, in which looks and sighs 
' had been interchanged on both sides, but \yith- 

* out the least mention of passion in private, one 
'day the discourse between us, when alone, hap- 

* pened to turn on love; I say happened, for I 
' protestitwasnobdesrgned on my side,-and I am 

* as firmly convinced not on her's. I was now no 
' longer master of myself; I declared myself tlie 

* most wretched of all martyrs to this .tender pas- 
' sion; that I had long concealed it from its ob- 
' ject. At length, after mentioning many parlicii- 

* lars, suppressing, however, those which, must 

* have necessarily brought it home to Amelia, I 

* concluded with begging her to be the confidante 

* of my amour, and togive me her advice on that 

* occasion. 

' Amelia- (O I shall never forget the dear per- 

* turbation !) appeared all confusjon at this instant. 
' She trembled, turned pale, and discovered how 
'well she understood me, by a thousand more 
' symptoms than I coutd take notice of, in a state 

* of nnnd so very little different from her Own. At 
Mast, with faltering- accents, she said, I had made 

* a very ill choice of a counsellor,, in a matter in 
' which, she was so ignorant. — Adding, at last, I 
'believe, Mr. Booth, you gentlemen want veiy 
' little ftdvice in these affairs, whicli you all un- 
*■ derstand better than we do. 

'I will relate no more of our conversation at 
'present ; indeed, I am afraid 1 tire you with too 
' many particulars.' • 
" ' O no^' answered she; ' I should be glad to 

* hear every step of an amour which had so tender 
" a beginning. "Tell me every thing you said or 
'idid, if you can remember it.' 
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He theq prp^ee^ed, a^^l.so wijl we,in:tt)e QCKt 
chapter. , .,: 



CHAP. U. 



^/r. BoQih cotttmues kis Stpry. In this Ch(^er 
■ there are tome Passages that may serve as a 
kind of TauckttoMe, hi^ ickickayoung Lady may 
axatmne the Heart of her Lvcer. I would a4- 
wise, tkerefare, that etvry I,av€r bs ohliged (o 
read it over in the Presence o^ his Mistress, 
and thai she carefully vtat^k his Etaotions while 
he is reading. 

X 'W^^^^der (hf utajQ^^.cpOGeni,' cvie? Boot^, 

* \y\\fifl I retired from n>y visit, and had reflj?ctetl 

* pool^ ftn w^^a^ I h^il sgjd. J now saw pwipjy 
' th^tJI had tpa4^ do^'^Tight layetQ Ajpeli^; and 

* I feared such was my vanity, that I had alre^f^ 
' gon^ too ^^sj, asd ^e^ tj^Q successful. I^e^red ! 
' du Jt ^y, «ould I fear whf^t X hpped ? how sh^M I 
' describe tt\^ ^i^Jiifty oli' my m^nd !' ■ 

' Vo|iA ^e?4 giye yourself po gje^t pa^' cried 
Xti^ IVf^tthew-^. ' ^Q ^es&r^ti)e wh^f I caq so ea^ly 
' guess. '4q ^. hoae&t vflh yo^\, ^s. Booth, I da 
' nyt %gEe^ Yi?^ youi? ^^y/s opiiijop, tl^at the 
' tnc^ ha\e ^ »up&(io^' un,d^r^tandiQi£ i^ i\^ tii,atter9 
' of l^ve. llt^^ ^re oft^a hUiid to ^ p^^i,oi^ of 
'-wv>^«ii: but^Y^ry w<}W9 i.^ ti,s quick -sig^^ed ^ 
' a ha,w)f, en ^t|e$e oecabii^a^; ^.or i^ there one 
' article in the whole sckiK^ w^eJ^ u ^ol^ ^Dd^^~ 
' stf>6d by ^U our- s^.' 

' }^()iVfe\aT; Mad^i;!^' ^id I^fr. Booth, ' I ikiw> 
' undertook to deceive Amelia. I, aili>s,taine4 thr^» 
' days froiq s^ee^g h^r-; to say tV tfuth, I C9dea* 
' voured to work myself up to a r69olvtJe& of 

* leaving l^r tor eyec; Wt 'wh^^ I could not so^ 

* far subdue' my passioi^ @Mt w^iy do ,1 ta\]s. 
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^ nonsense, of subdqing passion ? I shouM say, 
' when no other passion gyuld surmount my love^ 
' I returned to visit her, and now I attempted the 

* stningest project which ever entered into the 

* silly head of a lover. This was to persuade 
' Anieji^ that I was really in love in another places 

* and had literally expressed my meaning, when ■ 
' I asked her advice, and desired her to be my 

' confidante. 

' I therefore forged a meeting to have been be- 
' tween me qnd my imaginai'y mistress, since I had 
' last seep iV"ieUa, and related the particulars as 
' well as I could inveat; them, whigii had T^s^^ at 

* our conversation. 

' Poor Amelia presently swallowed this baitj 

* and, as she ha,tn told me since, ^b^lu^ly be- 

* lieved me to b^ in earnest. Poor dear love I 

* how should the sincerest of hearts have an idea 
'pf deceit r for with all her simipUcity, I issur« 
f you she is the in^it sen^bie woman in th« 
' world.' 

' It is highly generous ivnd good in yqu,' (said 
Mias Matthews, with a sly sneeT), ' to impute t© 
' honesty wliat others would, pfirbaps, Call ere- 
*di>lity-' 

' I pjiotest, Madam,' answered hg, ' I dolier no 
^ more than justice. A good lieart will at all times 
' betray the hes,t h^^d in the wgrld-t^---^— Well, Ma^- 

* dam, Vty a#set w^a now, if possible, rftore cou' 
' fused than before. She looked so silly, you can 

* hardly believe it' — 

' Ye^ yes,, I qan^ ai*swete<i thq lady, with a 
Uugl^ * I ca» believe it. -^ Well, well, go on..' 
' After some hesitt^tion,' cried he, ' my Amelia said 
' faintly toiBSi '* Ms- Booth, you use me vei-y ill; 
" you desire m^ tp. he yo«j,r coufitjante, and (^OU" 
" ceal froflu me 1^ niaoie of your mistress." 

' X& it possible then, Madam,' answered I, ' that 

* you cai^not guess, her,, when I tell you she is on« 
^ of your acquaintance, and hves in this town^' 
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" Sly acquaintance !" said she, " La ! Mi. Booth, 
" — In this town ! I — I — I thonght I could have 
"" guessed for once; but T have an ill talent that 
*' way — I' will never attempt to guess any thin^ 
" again."' ' Iiideed, I do her ati injniy \vhen I 
' pretend to represent her mar.ner Her manner, 

* look, "voice, every thing was inimitable'; such 

* sweetness, softness, innocence, modesty. — Upon 

* ray soul, if ever man could boast of his resolution, 

* I think I might now, that I abstained from tailing 
'-prostVate at her feet, and adoring her. However, 
' I triumphed; pride, I believe, trntmphed, or per- 

* haps love got the better of love. We once niore 

* parted, and I promised, the n^xt time I saw her, 
' to re^'eal the name of my mistress. 

; ■* t ncnvhad,-T thought, gained a complete vic- 

* tory Over mj-^elf ; and. no small compliments did 

* I pay to iny dwii resolution. In short, I triii'mphed 

* as cowards and niggards do, when' they flatter 
' thehiselveswith having given some supposed in- 
' stance of courage or generosity; and my triumph 

* iaste(fai?.lohg ^ that is to say, till my ascendant 
" passionliad 9 (j roper opportunity of displaying 

* itself 'ill its trne and' natural colours. 

* Having hitherto succeeded so well in my own 

* opinion, and obtained this mighty self- conquest, 
'I now entertained a design of exerting the most 
'romantic "generosity, and of curing 'that un- 
' happy passion which I perceived I had raised in 

* Amelia. 

* Among the ladies Svho had expressed the 
'greatest satisfaction at my Amelia's misfortune, 

* Miss Osborne had distinguished herself in a very 
' eminent degree ; she was, indeed, the next in 
' beauty to my angel, nay, she had disputed the 
' preference, and had some among her admirers, 
' who were bUnd enough to give it in her favour.' 

■ ''Well,' cries the lady, ' I will allow you to call 

* thein blind ; but Miss Osborne was a charming 
'girl.' -'■ • 
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' She certainly was handsome,' answered he, ' and 
' a very considerable fortune ; so I thought my 

* Amelia would have little difficulty in believing 

' me, when I fixed on her as my mistress. And . 
: ' I concluded, that my thus placing my affections 
' on her known enemy, would be the surest me- 

* thodof eradicating every tender idea with which 
' I had been ever honoured by Amelia. 

' Well then, toAmehal went; she- received me 

* with more than usual coldness and reserve; in 
' which, to confess the truth, there appeared to me 

* more of anger than indifference, and more of de- 
' jection than of either. After some short intro- 
'duction, I revived the discourse of my aihour, 

* and presently mentioned Miss Osborne as the 

* lady whose name I had concealed ; adding, that 
' the true reason why I did not mention her be- 
-' fore, was, ih^t I apprehended there' was some 

* little distance between them, which I hoped to 

* have the happiness of accommodating. 

* Amelia answered with much gravity, "If you 
" know. Sir, that there is any distance between us, 
'' I suppose you know the reason of that distance; 
" and then I think, I could not have expected to 
" he affronted by her name. I would not have 
" you think, Mr. Booth, that I hate Miss Osborne. 
" No ! Heaven is my witness, I despise her too 
" much, — Indeed, when I reflect hQ,w much I 
" loved the woman who hath treated me so 
*' cruelly, I own it gives me pain — when I lay, as 

" I then imagined, and as afl about me believed, - 
*' on my deatii-bed, in all the agonies of pain and 
" misery, to become the object of laughter to my 
-' dearest friend. — O Mr. Booth, it is a cruel re- 
♦' flection ! and could 1 after this have expected 
" from yon — but why not from you, to whom I 
" am a person entirely indifferent, if such a friend 
" could treat me so barbarously?" 

* During the greatest part of this speech, the 
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' tears streamed from ber bHght eyes. I could 
' entlme it no longtx, 1 caught up the word in- 

* difft-ient, and repeated it, saying. Do you think 

* tlieri, IMadam, that Miss Emily is mdifferent 
' to me ?' 

" Yes, surely, J do," answered she, " I know I 
" am ; indecd.'why should I not be indiftcrent to 
" you f'^ 

' Have my eyes,' said I, ' then, declared so- 
' thing?' 

" 0! there is no need of your eyes," answered 
she. " Vour tongue hath declared ihat you have 
" singled out of all womankind my greatest, I will 

" say, my basest enemy. 1 own I once tliought 

" that cliftraeter would have been mo reeoitimcii' 
'.' dationto you ; — but why did I ihjnk so? I-wa» 
" born to decei\'e jiiyseW!." 

' I tlien frli pn my knees before her; and forcing 
' her hand) cried out, O my Anielia ! I can beai uo 
' longer. You are the only mistress of my affec- 
' tio«# ;. you are the deity I adore. In this style I 
' ran on for above t>vo or three minutes, what it is 
' ijuposftibie to repeat, till :a torrejit of contending 

* passions, together with the surprise, pverpowei"ed 
' her gentle spirits, and she tamticd away in my 
' arms, 

' To describe -my se;usatiQn till she returned to 
' Iwrsflf, js not in my power.'—' You need not,' 
cries Miss Matthews^ — ' Oh, happy Ameli^i ! why 
' had I *iot been blest with such a pafisioa?'— ' I ' 
' Aui convjuctid. Madam,' cojjtiHued he, ' you c»q.- 
' jiot expect .all the particulars rof ithe tender scene 
' which ejftsued. I \VsW> notesttougb in my senses 

* to remember ,it,*]L Let it sufiice to aay, thati^ 
' tjiat bcha.viour with which yVweUa, while igoo^ 
' i;aotof .its motive, had .been so rnuch displeased, 
' when she .became sensible of that motive, jproved 
'the strongest .Tecomm?«dation to her /av.pMv; 
';and ghe was pleased tQ.?aU it generous.' 
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* Oeficfou^ t' rcpKiWd flie kcTy, ' an J so it was 
* attiiost beyqtid tne Wadh of liUiyianity. I question 
' whcthei' y<|u ewf had-ati equrf.' 
■ Perlwps the critical teacfer may have the same 
doubt with W'iss Matthews ■ -ami test he should, 
we will here iflpkc a gap in onr histoty, to give 
him an opportunity (if atcuvately considering whe- 
ther thiscohductttf Mr. Booth was' natural or no; 
and consequciitly, (vhether we have, in this. place, 
tnaintairtcd Or deviated from tliat strict adherence 
to universal truth, which we profess above all 
other historians. 



The Narrative continued. Mere ^ the Xouchstom. 

XJoOTH made a proper acknowledgement of 
Miss Matthews's civility, and then renewed his 
story, 

' We were upon the footing of lovers ; and 

* Amelia threw off her reserve more and more, till 

* at length I found all that return of my affection 
' which the temlerest lover can require. 

' My situation would now have been a paradise, 

* had not my happiness been interrupted with the 

* same reflections I have already mentioned ; had 

* I not, in short, concluded, that I must derive all 

* my joj's from the almost certain ruin of that dear 

* creature to whom I should owe them. 

' This thought haunted me night and day; till 
' I, at last, grew unable to support it ; I therefore 
' resolved in the strongest manner, to lay it before 
' AmeUa. 

' One evening then, after thehighest professions 
•of the most disinterested love, in which Heaven 

* knows my sincerity, I took an occasion to speak 
' to Amelia, in the following manner : 
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" Too true is it, I am afrud, my ^eAtcit erea-" 
* ture, tttat the highest human happiness is im-' 
' perfect. How rich would be my cup, was it not 
' for one poisonous drop which embitters the 
'whole! O, Amelia! what must be the conse- 
' queoce of my ever having, the honour to call 
' you mine ! — Vou know my situation in life, and 
'' you know your own : I have nothing more than 
■' the poor provision of an ensign's commission to 
" depend on ; your sole dependence is on your 
" mother j .should any act qt disobedience defeat 
" your expectations, how wretched must your lot 
" be with me ; O, Amelia 1 how ghastly an object 
" to my mind is the apprehension of your distress ! 
" Can I bear to reflect a moment on the certainty 
" of your foregoing all the conveniencies of life ! " 
" on the possibility of your suffering all its most 
" dreadful inconveniencies ! what must be my mi- 
" sery then, to see you in such a situation, and to 
" upbraid myself with being the accursed cause of 
" bringing you to it? Suppose too in such aseaT 
" son, I should be summoned from you. Could X 
" submit to see you encounter all the hazards, the 
" fatigues of war, with me ? you could not your- 
*' self, however willing, support them a single 
*' campaign. What then ! must I leave you to 
"starve alone, deprived of the tenderness of a 
" husband, deprived too of the tenderness of the 
"'best of mothers, through my means ? a woman 
" most dear to me, fpr being the parent, the nurse, 

" and the friend of my Amelia. But oh ! my 

*' sweet creature, cany your thoughts a little far- 
^' then Think of the tenderest consequences, the 
" dearest pledges of our love. Can I bear to think 
" of entailing beggary on the posterity of my 

" Amelia ? on our Oh, Heavens ! on our chil- 

*' dren ! — On the other side, is it possible even to 
"mention the word — I will not, must not, cannot, 

*' cannot part with you. What must we do, 

" Amelia: It'is now I sincerely -Mk your advice." 
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f-^What adyiee -c&n iBjive you," s^i4sl*e,'" in . 
."such afl. alternative^ WpaWto Heaven M^had . 
" never met,'/ ... .-,.;.. 

! Tlicse wortls were ;aficomp(iQi,ed with a sigh, 
' Afltl a look.iofe^presSibly ;tender, tM tears, at the 
.* siilie.tinve overflowing all her lovely cheeks,, I 
' was enileavoariii'g to reply, , when I was inter- , 
.' riipted by what 9§on put an end to tlie scene. 

* Our aniOuF- had already been byzzed all over 
' the town; and it came at last to the ears of Mrs; 

* H%v's; .1- had, indeed, pbaerved of 4ate a great 
' alteratipn in that lady's behaviour towanls me, 

* whenever I visited at the house ; nor could I, for 
' a long time, betore this evening, ever obtain 3 
,' private intervieiv with Auiciia; and now,, it 
'-.seema, I owed it to her mother's intention of 
' overhearing all that passed between us. 

, ' Af the period then abovemeiitioned, Mrs.- 
^ Harris burst from tlie closet, where she had hid 
' herself, and surprised her daughter, reclining on 
' my bosom, In all that tender sorrow t have just 
' described. I tf'ill not attempt to paint the rage 
' of the mptherj or the daughter's confusion, or 
' my own. " Here arc very fine doings, indeed," 
cries Mrs. Harris; " Vou ha^ve made a noble use, 
'' Amelia, of my indulgence, and the trust I re- 
" posed in you,— ^As for you, Mr. Booth, I will 
" not accuse you ; you have used my child, as I 
" ought to have expected ; I may t|iank myself for 
" what hath happened ;" with much more of the 

* same kind, before she would suffer me to speak; 

* but, at last, I obtained a hearing, and ofleied 
' to excuse my poor Amelia, who was ready to sink 
' jnto the earth under the oppression of grief, by 
' taking as much blame as I could on .myself,' 
Jlrs. Harris answered, " No, Sir, I must say you 
" arc innocent. in comparison of her; nay, 1 ca,a 
"say, I have heard .you n^ dissua^ve arguments; 
" and I promise you they are of weight. I have, 
" I thank heaven, one' dutiful child, and. I sh^L 
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^' hcnc«fohh thiftk her my dalt Ofte."—* She Aen 

* fm-ced the pooi', trtiObllng, liiftting Amelia diit 
' of the room ; which when she had done, she he- 
' gao very Coolly to reason With me (Jh the folly, 

* a6 well as iniquity, which I had been guilty of; 
' and repeated to nie almost evefy wordl had be- 
' fore urged to her daughter. In finej she at last 
' obtained of mc a promise, th»t I WOuld soon gd 

* to my regiment, and submit to any misery, father 
' than that of being the ruin of Amelia. 

' I now, for many dayi, endured the gi^atest 
' torments which the human mind iSj I belieVc, ca- 
' pable of feeling ; and I cati hoaestly say, I tried 

* all the means, and applied every Argument which 

* I could raise, to cure me of my love. And to 
' make these the more effectual, I speht every night 
' in walking backwards and for^Vards in the sight 

* of Mrs. Harris's house, where I never feiled to 

* find some object or other, which raised some 

* teiider idea of my Idveiy Amelia, aild almost 
' drove me to distraction.' 

' And, don't you think, Sir,' said Miss Matthews, 

* you took a most preposterous method to cure 
'yourself?' 

* 'Alas, Madam,' answered he, ' you' cfthnot see 
Mt in a more absurd light than I do J but those 
' know little bf real lovC oi* grief, who dd not know 

* how much We deceive ourselves wbtfl we pretend 
' to aim at the cure of either. It fe with these, as 
' it is with some distempers of the body, nothing 

* is, in the least, agreeable to us hut *Mt serves 
' to heighten the disease. 

' At the end of a fortnight, when I was 'driven 
' almost to the Iiighest degree of despair, and Could 
' contrive no method ot conveying a letter Co 
'Amelia, how was I surprised witen Mrs. Harris's 
'servant brought me a card, with aft invitation 

* from the mother herself, to driftk tea that even- 

* ing at her house ! 

* Vou will easily believe, Madam, that t did not 
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' fail so agreeable an appointment; on my arrival, 

* I was introduced into a large company of men 
' and women, Mrs; Hariis and my Amelia being 

* part of the company. 

' Anielia seemed iu my eyes to look more beau- 
' tifili than ever, and behaved witii all the gaiety 
'imaginable. The old lady treated iiie with much 
' civility ; but the young lady took little notice of 
'me, and addressed most of her discourse to ano- 
■* ther gentleman' present. Indeed, she now find 
' thfcn gave me a look of no discouraging kind; 

* and" I' observed het colour change more' than, 
'once, when her eyes met mine; circumstances 
' which, perhaps, ought to have aiforded me suf- 
' ficient cOmfort, but they could not allay the 
' thousand doubts and fears with which I was, 

* alarmed; for my anxious thoughts suggested no, 
' less to me than that Amelia had made her peace 
' with her mother at the price of abandoning' me 

* for ever, and of giving her ear to some "other 
' lover. AH my prudence now vanished at once; 
' and I would that instant have gladly run away 
' with Amelia^ and have married her, without the 
' least consideration of atiy colisequences. 

' With such thoiiglits I had tormented myself 
' for near two hours, tillmost of the company had 
' taken their leave. ThJs I was myself mcapable 
' of doin'g; nor do I know when I should have 

* put an end to my visit, had not Dr. Harrison 

* taken me away almost by force, telling me, in a. 
' wbisf)er, that he had something to say to me of 
' great consequence. — You know the doctor, Ma- 
' dam — .' 

* Very well. Sir,' answered Miss Mattlicws, ' and 
, ' one of the best men in the world he is. and an 

' honour to the sacred order to which be belongs.' 

* You will judge,' replied Booth, ' by the sequel, 

' whether I have reason to think him so.' He 

theh' proceeded as in the next chapter. 
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CHAP. IV. 

The Story of Mr. Booth continued. In this Chapter 
the Reader will perceive a Glimpse of the Cha- 
racter of a very good Divine ; with some Mat- 
ters of a very tender Kind. 

1 HE doctor conducted me into bis study ; and 
' then desiring me to sit down, began, as near as 
' I can remember, in these words, or at least to 
' this purpose : 

" You cannot imagine, young gentleman, that 
" your love for Miss Emily is any secret m this 
"place; I have known it some time, and have 
'* been, I assure you, very much your enemy in 
" this aftair." 

* I answered. That I was very much obliged to 
'him.' 

" Why, so you are," replied he ; " and so, per- 
" haps you will think yourself, when you know 
"all. — 1 went, about a fortnight ago, to Mrs. 
' *' Harris, to acquaint her with my apprehensions 
" on ■ her daughter's account ; for though the 
" matter was much talked of, I thought it might 
" possibly not have reached her ears. I will be 
" very plain with you. I advised her to take all 
" possible care of the young lady, and even to 
" send her to some place, where she might be 
*' effectually kept out of your reach, while you 
" remained in the town." 

' And do you think, Sir,' said I, ' that this was 
' acting a kind part by me ? or do you expect that 
* I should thank you on this occasion?' 

'* Young man," answered he, " I did not in- 
" tend you any kindness ; nor do I desire any of 
" your thanks. My intention was to preserve a 
" worthy lady from a young fellow of whom I 
" had heard no good character, and whom I ima- 
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^* gined to have a design of stealing a human 
" creature for the sake of her fortune." 

' It was very kind of you, indeed,' answered I, 

* to entertain such an opinion of me.' 

" Why, Sir," repHed the doctor, " it is the opi- 
" nioa which, I believe, most of you young gentle- 
" men of the order of the rag deserve. I have 
" knowii some instances, and have heard of more, 
" where such young fellows have committed rob- 
" hery under the name of marriage." 

' I was going to interrupt him with some anger, 

* when he desired me to have a little patience, 
' and then informed me, that he had visited Mrs. 
' Harris, with the abovementioned design, the 
'evening after the discovery I have related; 
' that Mrs. Harris, without waiting for his in- 
' formation, had recounted to him all which had 
' happened the evening before; and, indeed, she 

* must have an excellent memory, for I think she 

* repeated every word I said ; and added, that 
' slie had confined her daughter to her chamber, 
' where she kept her a close prisoner, and had not 

* seen her since. 

' I cannot express, nor would modesty suffer 
' me if I could, all that now past The doctor 
' took me by the hand, and burst forth into the 
' warmest commendations of the sense and gene- 
' I'osity which he was pleased to say discovered 
' themselves in my speech. You know, Madam, 

* his strong and singular way of expressing him- 
' self on all occasions, especially when he is affect- 

* ed with any thing. " Sir," said he, " if I knew 
" half a dozen such instances in the army, the 
" Painter should put red liveries upon all the 
*' saints in my closet." 

' From this instant, the doctor told me, he had 
' become my friend and zealous advocate with Mrs. 

* Harris, on whom he had at last prevailed, though 
' not without the greatest difficulty, to consent to 

DiailizMbyGoOgle 



'S38 AUtLlJt, 

* my marrying Amdia, upon condition tJiat I set- 
' tied every t>cnny which the mother should lay 
' down; and that she would retain a certain siim 

' in her hands, which she would at any time de- ■ 

* posit for my a^lvancenient in the army. 

■ ' You will, I hope, Madam, conceive^ that I 
' matle no hesitation at these conditions-; uor need 
' I mention tlie joy whjch I felt on this occasion, 
'■or the acknowledgement I paid the doctor, who 
' is, indeed, as you say, one of tfie best of men. 
* The next movninj; I had permission to visit 

* Amelia, who received me in such a manner, that 
*■ I now concluded my happiness to he complete. 

' Every thing was now agreed on all sides, and 
' lawyers employed to prepare tlie writings, when 

* an unexpected cloud arose suddenly in our se- 
' rene sky, and all our joys were obscured in a 
' moment. 

'When matters were, as T apprehended, draw- 

* ing iKar a conclusion, I received an express, that 
' a sister, whom I tenderly loved, was seized with 
' a violent fever, and earnestly desired me to come 
' to her. ^ immediately obeyed the summons, 
*-and, as it was tlien about two in the morning, 
'without staying even to take leave of Amelia, 
' for wliom I left a short billet, acquainting her 
'-with the reason of my absence. 

'The gentleman's house where my sister then 
'-was, stood at fifty miles distance, and though I 
'■used the utmost expedition, tlic unmerciful dis- 
'temper had, before my arrival, entirely deprived 
' the poor girl of her senses, as it soon after did of 
' her life. 

' Not all the love I bore Amelia, northe tumul- 
' tuous delight with which the approaching hour 

* of possessing her filled my heait, could, for a 
'■while, allay my grief at the loss of my beloved 
' Nancy. Upon my soul, I cannot yet mention 
*'lier name without tears. Never brotlier and sister 
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*Trad, I brieve, ahigher fridudslilp for eicli othift-: 
' Poor dear gitl ! wMst I sat by her ifl lier light- 

* headed fits, siie repeated scarce any other MamC 

* butrnme; and kplainlyapfpeSiried, That Vfhen htr 
' dear reason was ravished a\Vay from h^r, it hiid 
' leftirty ftnage on her fancy, and thkt the Ibst use 
'she had made of it w&3 to think t>n m&-^'*Sertil 
" tbr my dear Billy imffiedistely," sht cricd^ *' I 
" know he will come to me hi a moment. Will fto 
" body fetch him tome? pVaydon^kSl me before 
" I see him once more' — You dui-st tt(it nse me' so 
" if he was here." — -~^' Every accent atU! rings \A - 
-' yrty eai*i.— Oh, ijtavens ! to hear rfiis, ami at the 

' 33.me timb to see the poor deiiriOHB crebture de- 
' riving the greatest horrors from Wy M!*;ht, and 
' mistakinjj me for a highwayman who hud a littlfe 
' before mhbed her.— Sut I ask yOiir paMorij \h'e 
' sensations I felt are to be known only fVOm ex- 

* periettce, and to you must appear dull and insipid. 
' At last, she seemed fbt a moment to khow ifne, 

* and cHed, "O heavens! my dearest brother T' 
' upon which she fell into immediate c6nv(jIsiolis, 
*and died away in my arms.' 

Here Booth stopped a moment, dud Wiped his 
eyes ; and Miss Matthews, perhaps 6Ul of cdfti- 
plaisance, wi^ped hers. 



CHAP. V. 
Contmning tirange Revolutions of Fortune. 

Booth proceeded thus: 

* This loss, perhaps, Madam, you will think had 

* made me miserabk; enough; but Fortune did 
'not think so; for on the day when my Nancy 

* rtas to be buried, a courier arrived from Dr. 

* Harrison with a letter, in which the doctor ac- 

* qiiainted. me, that he Avas just come from Mrs. 

* Harris, when be dispatched the exprtss ; and 
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' earnestly desired me to return 'the very instant U 
'. received his letter, as I v^luedniy Amelia*. Thoug^h 
' if the daughter,' added Uc,,' should take after hei* 
' mother (as' most of them do) it will he, perhaps, 

* wiser in you to stay away. 

*I presently sent for the messenfrer into niy 
f room, and with much ditficulty extorted from 

* him, that a great 'sqUire in his coach and six was 
'jCdmeto Mrs., Harris's, and that the whole town 
' said he was shortly to be niafried to Amelia. 

M now spon perceived how much superior my 
' love for Amelia was to every other passion ;■ poor 
' Nancy's idea disappeared iua moment: I- quitted 

* the dear lifeless corpse, over which I had shed a 
'thousand teaj-s, left the care of her funerftl to 
■' others, and posted, I may almost say flew, back 
', to Amelia, 4nd alighted 41 tl^e doctor's, house, as 
-* he had desired.me in his, letter. ■ 

,' , ' The good, man presently acquainted me with 
.-' wliat had happeped irv my absence. Mr, Winck*- 

* worth had, it seems, a;nived the very day of my 
' departure, with a grand equipajje, and, without 
' delay, had made formal proposals to Mrs. Harris, 

* ofFeriiig to settle any part of hisvast estate, in 
' whatever mauiiprshe pleased, on Amelia. These 
' proposals the old lady iiad, without any delibei- 
' ration, accepted, and had insisted, in the most 
' violent manner, -op her daughter's compliance, 
' which Ametiri had as peremptorily refused to give; 
' insisting on her part, on tne consent which her 
' mother had before given to our marriage, in 
' which she was heartily seconded by the doctor, 
.' who declared to her, as he now did to me,' 
" '1 ;iat we ought as much to be esteemed man and 
" wife, as if the ceremony had already past be-, 
*' tween us." 

* These remonstrances, the doctor told me, had 
' worked no efiect on Mrs. Harris, who still pcf- 
'sisted in her avowed resolution of marrying her 

* daughter to Winckworth, .whom the doctor had 

LM,l,;.:M.,G00gIe 



* likewise attacked, telling him that he was pay- 
' ing his addresses to another man's wife ; but all 

* to no purpose, the young gentleman was 109 
' * much in love to hearken to any dissuasives. 

* We now entered into a consultaTJon what 
' means to employ. The doctor earnesLly protested 

* against any violence to be offered to the person 
'of Winckworth, which, I believe, I had rashly 
'threatened; declaring, that if I made any at- 

* tempt of that kind, he would for ever abandon 
' my cause. 1 made him a solemn promise of for- 

* bearante. At last he determined to pay another 
'visit to Mrs. Harris, and if hefoundherobdu- 

* rate, he said he thought himself at liberty to joi^ 

* us together without any further consent of the 
*. mother; which every parent, he said, had a right 
' to refuse, but not to retract when given, unless 

* the party himself, by some conduct of his, gave 

* a reason. 

' The doctor having made his visit with np 

* better success than before, the matter now de- 
' bated was, how to get possession of Amelia by 

* stratagem ; for she was now a closer pris<mer 

* than ever, was her mother's bedfellow by night, 

* and never out of her sight by day, 

* While we were deliberating on this point, a 
' wine merchant of the town came to visit the doc- 
' tor, to inform him that he had just bottled off a 

* hogshead of excellent old port, of wliich he of-; 
' fered to spare him a hamper, saying, ' that he 
' was that day to send in twelve dozen to Mrs. 

* Harris. 

' The doctor now smiled at a conceit which 

* came into his head; and, taking me aside, asked 
' me if I had love enough for the young lady to 

* venture into the house in a hamper. 1 joyfully 
' leapt at the proposal, to which the merchant, at the 
'doctor's intercession, consented; for I believe, 
' Madam, you know the great authority which 
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' that worthy man had over the whole tojm. The 
' doctor, moreover, promised to procure a ticex^e, 
,'and to perform the office for us at his house, if I 

* could tind any means of coDveying Amelia 
' .tliither. 

' In this hamper then I was carried to the housej 
' and deposited in thp entry, where I liad not lain 
' long before I was again leipoyed and pacK^d jip 
' in a can in order to be sent 6ve miles into the 
'country; for I heard tlie orders given as I lay io 

* .the entiy ; and there 1 likewise heard that Aipe- 
.' Jia and fief mother were to follow me the ne^t 

* niorning. 

' I was unloaded from my cart, and set down 
' with the rest of the lumber, in a great halt. 
' Here I lemained above, three hours, impatiently 

* waiting for the evening, when I determined to 
' quit a ppsture which was become yeyy uneasy, 

* and break my prison; but Fortune contrived to 
' Release me sooner, by thefollo\ving roei*.ns: The 
' house wfiere I now was, had been left in the care 
' of one maid-servant. This fajlhful creature came 

* into the hall, with the footman who had driven 
' the cart. A scene of the highest fondness hav- 
' ing past between them, the fellow proposed, and 
' the maid consented, to open the hampef and 
' drink a bottle together, which they agreed their 
' mistress would hardly miss in such a quantity. 
' They presently began to execute their purpose. 
'They opened the hamper, and to their great sur- 
'prise discovered the contents, 

' I took an immediate advantage of the conster- 

* nation which appeared in the countenances of 
' both the servants, and had sufficient presence of 
' mind to improve the knowledge of thoa.e secrets 
' to which I wjis privy. I told them that it en- 
' tirely depended on their behaviour to me wlie- 

* ther then- mispress shoLild ever be acquainted, 
'cither with \^-hat they b^d done, or with what 
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. *<\\ey h^A krtcfld*^ ftt rip ; .for that if they would 
'Igeep i»y ^^i:ef, I would Kciprovsily k«p theus. 

* I Uwn ACf^yaifttfld theiu with lay puipoae of lyiog 

* coDcealed in tbp hopae, in ordfir to iwatcb ai\ 
.' opporpyipity.Qfobtsuttinga private intcmriew with 
-' Ameijji. : , 

'If^i^e E>itM;3ti(ui itt.M']ii(^ these tiro d^inqtienis 

* stoorit yQu [»ay be osEurecl it was not diHicult 

* for me se«l lUp 'their lips, la short, they ag^^e(i 

* to yhateper I proposed. I lay that evesing in 

* my d$)ir Aw.«lt»'fi bex) chamber, and was fa t|ie 

* morpiog copveyed into an, old luBahc*' garret, 

* where I wk» to \vait tiU Amelia (wliom tbe maid 

* pramisedi, ojt her arrival, to inform of my plat-e 

* of concealment) cpuild 6iid some of>portimity uf 
' seeing me.' 

' I ask par.^flu fi)T interruptiog you,' cnes JVIiss 
Matthews, ' but yoa bring to ray remembrance A 
' foqii&h story -wlijcii I heard at that time, though 

* at a great (Jist»nce i'rpm you: That an officer 
' had, in oQRfedera,cy wjih Miss Harris, brofce open 
■' her mqlhei's cellar, and stol? away a great .quan- 
■ tity of her wine. I mention it otQy to shew you 

* what sort of foundations most stones hwre.' ■ 

Booth tqld her he had iieard some such thing; 
Iiitnself, and then contimied his stocy as in the 
p?¥t chapter. 



CHAP. vr. 

Containing many surprising ^dvfufiiret. 

' JtIEKE,' continoed he, ' I remained the whole 
' day, in hopes of a happineas, the expected ap- 
' proach of which gave me such a deljglit that 

* I would not have exclianged my poor lodgings 

* for the finest palace in the universe. 

, ' A little after it was dark, Mrs. Havria arrived, 
' together with Amelia and her sister. 1 cannot 
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*,expre8S.how much my^ heart now began to fluti 
' ter';" for as my h<jpes every moment uicreased, 

* strange :fears, which I had not fe'^ before; began 
' now Co. intermingle with them. '■ ' ■ 

'.AVhen.l had continued foil two honrs in theSe 
'circumstances, I heard a woman's step> tripping 

* up stairs, which I fondly hoped wasmyAmefia; 
' but all on a sudden the door tlew open, and Mrs. 
' Ilarrisherself appeared at it, with a countenance 
' pale as death, her whole body trembling, I sup- 
' pose, withangei^j she fell upoil'iW4Jiri the most 

* bitter language. It is hot necessary to repeat 
' what she said, nor indeed can I) I waft do-shocked 
' and confounded on this occasioBv — In a word, 
' the scene ended with my'departing without see- 
ding Amelia.' 

'And pray,' cries Miss Matthew^, '.how hap- 
' pened this unfortunate discovery ?' ' 

Booth answered, ' That the lady at supper or- 

* dered a bottle of wine, which neither myself,' 
said he, ' nor the servants, had presence of mind 
' to provide. Being told there was none in the 
' house, though she had been before informed that 

* the things came all. safe, she had sent for the 
' maid,^ who being unable to devise a»y excuse, 
' had fallen on her knees,.-and after confessing her 
' design of opening a bottle, which she imputed to 
' the fellow, betrayed poor me, to her mistress. 

; Well, Madam, after a lecture of about a quar- 
' ter of an hour's duration from Mrs. Harris, I suf- 
' fered her to conduct me to the outward gate of 
' her court-yard, whence I setforward in a discon- 

* solate condition of mind, towards my lodgings. 
' I had five miles ta walk in a dark and rainy night: 
'But how can I mention these trifling citcum- 
' stances, as any aggravation of my disappoint- 

, ■* ment !' 

' How was it possible,' cried Miss Matthews, 
' that you could be got out of the house without 

* seeing Miss Harris .-' 
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* I Assure you, Madam,' answered Booth. *IKave 

* often wooderett at it myself ; but my spirits wejrc 
'iso mucfi sunk at the sijj^ht ofhermotherj thatuio. 
' man was ever a greater coward than I was;at that 
' iiistant. Indeed, I believe my tender coitcem for 
fithe terrors of Amelu were tiie principal cause of 
f my submiseion. However it was, I lett the house, 
' and.waHoed about a hundred yards, when,' at the 
■^corner of the garden Avali; a female voice, in a 
f'wbisper, cried out, " Mr. Bootlh" The person 
i was extremely near me, but it was, so dark I cauJd 
'scarce seeher,; nor could I, infthe,confusioa I 
.'.was in, imoied^tely. recognize the \iQice.' I an- 
■*»wered. in-alineof Gongreve's, which burst. froni 
' my Hps spontaaeously ; fbr.Lam sure I ha^jao 

* intention .to quote, plays at that time; , ' ■< ■ I 

" Who call&ithe. wretched' thing tliat .was.i^Vl- 
f phonsor" ,■ ■.'■.:■. . ■ . , 

' Upon i^hich a womanv leapt into my afms, 
^. cryinjf out— ^." O ! it is indeed my Alphouso,: my 
'■ onlyiAlphonsb !''; — ^O Miss Matthew.s ! guess 

* what I felt wheal found I had my Amelia, mifiy 
' arms. I embraced her with an ecetacy not td be 
■' described, at tlie,same instant pouring a thousand 
^■'tendernesses, into her ■ears; at least, if I Could 
' espress'.so many to her .in a minute; for in that 

* time the, alarm began at the house, Sirs. Harris 
' had missed her dao^iter,.aud. the court was pre- 
' sently full of lights and noises of all kiods. 

' I now lifted Amelia over a gat?, and, jumping 
,' after, we crept along together by the side. of a 
' hedg^ a different way from what.led to the town, 

* as I imagined that would be. the road through 
' which they would pursue us. In this opinion I 
' was jight ; for we heard them pass along that 
' road, and the voice of Mrs. Harris herseltj who 
' ran with the rest, notwithstanding the darkness 

■ ' and the rain. By these means we luckily made 
' oar. escape, and, clambering over a hedge and 
' ditch,, my AmeUa performing the part of a.he- 
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* roine all the \vay[ we at length arrived at a. little 
' green lane, where stood a vast spreading oalc, 
' under which we sheltered ourselves irtam a vie- 

* lent itoriii. 

* When this was over, and the moon bc^n to 
' appear, Amelia declared, »he knew very vreU 
' where she was; and a iittle fu'ther, striking intd 
' anotlier ianc, to the right, she said, that wouM 

* lead ua to a iiouse ivhere wc shcnikl be both safe 

* and unaispected. ( fohowed her directions, and 

* we at length came M aUttle cottage about three 
'- miles distant from Mrs. Harris's house. 

'As it DOW rained very violently, we entered this 

* cottagie, in which we espied a light, without any 
' ceremonv- Here we found an eWerly woman sit- 
' ting by Iierself at a little fire, who had no sooner 

* viewed us, tlia<n she instautlT sprung from her 
' seat, and starting back, gave the strongest tokens 
' of amazement ; upon which Amelia said, " Be 
*' not surprised, nurse, thoueh you see me in a 
" sti^nge pickle I own." Tne old woman, after 

* having several limes blessed hecielf, and expressed 

* the most tender coflccro for the lady, who stood 

* dripping before her, began to bestir herself in 
' making up the fire ; at the same time intreating^ 

* Amelia, that she might be permitted to furnish 
' her with some clothes, which, she said, though 
' not fine, were clean and wholesome, and much 

* dryer than her own. I seconded this ihotioo so 

* vehemently, that Amelia, though she declared 

* herself under no apprehension of catching cold 

* (she hath indeed the best constitution m the 
' world), at last consented, and I retired without 
' doors, under a shed, to give my angel an oppor- 

* tunity of dressing herself in the only room- which 
' the cottage afforded below stairs. 

* At my return into the room, Amelia insisted 

* on my exchanging my coat for one which be- 
' loiiged to the old woman's son.' ' I am very 

* glad,' cried Miss Matthews, 'to find she. did not 
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' forget you. Town, I thouglit it sonie\Tliat cruel 

* to turn yoii out into the rain.' ■' G Miss Mat^ 

* thews!' cootinued he, taking- no notice of her 
observation, ' I had now an opportunity of con- 

* templating the vast power of exquisite beauty; 
' which nothing almost can add to or diniinish. 
' Amelia, in the poor rags of her old nurse, looked 
' scarce less beautiful than I liave seen her appear 
'at a ball or an assembly.' — 'Well, well;' cries 
Miss Matthews; 'to be sure she did; — but pray 

* go on with your story.' 

'The old woman,' continued'he, ' after having 

* equipped us as well asshe could, and placed our 

* wet clothes before the fire,, began to grow inqui- 
'sitive; and after some ejaculations, she cried — 
" O my dear young Madam ! my mind misgives 
" me hugeously, and pray who is this fine young 
"gentlfeman? Oh! Miss Emmy, Miss Emmy, I 
" am afraid Madam knows nothing of all this 
" matter." * Suppose he should be my husband, 

' nurse,' answered Amelia, " Oh! good! and 

" if he be," replies tJie nurse, " I hope he is some 
" great gentleman or other, with a vast estate, 
" and a coach and six: for to be. sure, if an he 
" was the greatest lord in the land, youAvould de- 
" serve it all."-r-' But "why do I' attempt to. mimic 
'thehonestcreature. In short, she discovered the 
' greatest aifection for my Amelia: with which I 
' was much more delighted than I was offended 
'at the suspicions she shewed of me, or the many 
' bitter curses which she denounced against me, if 
'I ever proved a bad husband to so sweet a young 
'.lady. 

* ' I so well improved the hint given me by Ame- 
' lia, that the old woman had no doubt of our he- 

* iiig really married; and comforting herself, that 
' if it was not as well as it might have been, yet 
' Madam hud enough for us both, and that hap- 
'■piness did not always depend on great riches, she 
'began tg rail at the old lady for having turned 
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* US out of doors, which I scarce told an untruth 
' inas&crtiug. i'Vnd when Amelia said, " She hoped 
" hev nurse would not betray her." — The good 

* woman answered with much warmth, — " Betray 
"you, my dear young madam! no, that I would 
" not, if the king would give me all that he is 
' worth : No, not if Madam herself wo^ld give me 
" the great house, aud the whole farm belonging 
" to it." 

' The good woman then went out aud fetched a 
' cliicken from the roost, which she killed, and 

* began to pick, ■without asking any questions. 
' Then summoning her son, who was in bed, to 
' her assistance, she began to prepare this chicken 
' for our supper. This she afterwards set before 

* us in so nea^ I may almost say, elegant a mau- 
' ner, that whoever would have disdained it, cither 
' doth not know the sensation of hunger, or doth 
' not deserve to have it gratified. Our food was 
' attended with some ale, which our kind hostess 

* said she intended not to have tapped till Clirist- 

* mas; " but," added she, " 1 little thought ever 
" to have the honour of seeing my dear honouretl 
"lady in this poor place." 

' For my own part, no human being was then 

* an object of envy to me; and even Amelia seem- 
' ed to be in pretty good spirits; she softly whis- 
' pered to me, that she perceived there might be 

* happiness in a cottage.' 

* A cottage !' cries iliss Matthews, sighing, ' a 

* cottage with the man one loves is a palace.' 

' When supper was ended,' continued Booth, 
' the good woman began to think of our further 

* wants, and very earnestly reconmiended her bed 

* to us, saying, it was a very neat, though homely 

* one, and that she could furnish us with a pair 
' of clean sheets. She added some persuasives 
' which painted my angel all over with vermiliion. 
' As for myself, I behaved so awkwardly and fool- 
' ishly, and so readily agreed to Amelia's resolu- 
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* tlon of sitting up all night, that if it did not give 
' the nurse any suspicion of our marriage, it ought 
' to have inspired lie'r with thi utmost contempt 
' for me. 

' We bath. endeavoured to prevail with nurse to 
' retire to her own bed, but fiaund it utterly im- 
' possible to succeed; she thanked heaven she. 
' understood ■ breeding better than that" ' And so 

* well bred- was the good woman, that we could 
' scarce get her out of the- room the whoje night. 
' Luckily tor us, we both understood French, by 

* means of which we consulted together, even in 
' her presence, upon the measures we were to take 
'in our present exigency. At length it was re- 
' solved that I should send a letter by this young 
'■lad, whom I have just before mentioned, to our 
' worthy friend the doctor, desiring his company 

* at our hut, aipce we thought it utterly unsafe to 
' venture to the town, which we knew would be 
' in an uproar on our account before the morn- 
'ing.' 

Here Booth made a full stop, smiled, and then 
said, he was going to mention so ridiculous a dis- 
tress, that he could scarce think of it without 
laughing. — What this was, the reader sball know 
in the next chapter. 



D,q,i,i.:db,.GoogIe 



949 



GHAP. VII. 



The Siety of Booth coMimMett More surprising 
Advetii&res. 

h ROM what trifles dear Miss Mdtthevi's, cried" 
Booth, 'rtiay someof our ^reatestdisHressesiarise ! 
'Do yoa not ■perceive I am going' to fell yon we' 
*^had neither pen, inli, n6r paper ih ouV presft^t' 

* exigency r 

' A vti-ha.\ message wag now our'ofllyirt80(ire^; 
' however^ we contrived ty deliMerit' in sOCh teYiflft, 
*that neither nurse nor her sOii cduld possibly' 
' conctiVe any suspicion' from it of thft present' 
'situation of our«ffd.ivs. Indedd, Amelia whis- 
' pered" me, I might safely place any degree of 
' confidence in the la*!; fdr he hadb^enherfdster' 
' brother, and she hStd a great opinifte of his inte- 
' grity. He was in truth a boy of very good na- 
' tural^patts; anfl-Dr Harrisdn, who hari rec^ved 
' him into his funnily, atAnitH«"srec(fmmc*idiitioD; 

* had brcd'hlmup tbwriteandTead very'wdl, and 
^ had taken some pains to infuse into him the prin- 

* ciples of honesty and religion/ Hei was not, in^' 

* deed, even now discharged from the doctor's ser- 
' vice; but had been at home with his mother for 
'some time, on account of the sinall-pox, from 
' which he was lately recovered. 

' I have said so much,' continued Booth, ' of the 

* hoy's character, that you may not be surprised 

* at some stories which I shall tell you ot him 

* liereafter. 

' I am going, now. Madam, to relate to you one 

* of those strange accidents, which are produced 
' by such a train of circumstances, that mere 
^ chance hath been thought incapable of bringing 

* them together ; and which have' therefore giveti 
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* l)irth in superstitious minds, to Fortune, and to 
' several other imaginary beings. 

' We were now imjiatiently expecting the arrival 

* of the doctor; our messenger had been gone 

* niucli more than a sufficient time, which to us, 
' you maybe assured, appeared not at all shorter 

* than it was, when nurse, who had gpne out of 
' doors on some errand, came running hastily to 
' us, crying out, " O my dear youiig madam, her 
' ladyship's coach is just at the door !" Amelia 
' turned pale as death at these words ; indeed, I 
' feared she would have fainted, if I could be said 

* to fear, who had scarce any of my senses left,, 

* and was in a condition little better than my 
' angel'*. 

' While we were both in this dreadful situation, 
' Amelia fallen back in her chair with the coun- 
' tenance in which ghosts are painted, myself at 

* her feet, with a complexion of no very different 
' colour, and nurse screaming out, and throwing 
' water in Amelia's face, Mrs. Harris entered the 
' room. At the sight of tliis scene, she threw her- 
' self likewise into a chair, and called immediately 
' for a glass of water, which Miss Betty her 
'daughter supplied her with; for, as to uurse, 
' nothing was capable of making any impression' 
,' on her, whilst she apprehended her young mis- 

* tress to be in danger. 

' Tlie doctor had now entered the room, and 
' coming immediately up to Amelia, after some 

* expressions of surprise, he took her by the hand, 
' called her his Httle sugar-plumb, and assured her 
' there were, none but friends present. He then 

* led her tottering across the room to Mrs. Harris. 

* Amelia then fell upon her knees before her 
'mother; but the doctor caught her up, saying, 
" Use that posture, child, only to the Almighty;" 
' but I need not mention this singularity of his to 
^ you who know him so well, and must have heard 
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* him of^en dispute against addressing ourselves 

* to man in the humblest posture which we use 
' towards the Supreme Being. 

' I win tire you with no more particulars; we 

* were soon satisfied that the doctor had recon- 

* ciied us and our affairs to Mrs. Harris; and we 

* now proceeded directly to church, the doctor 
' having before provided a hcense for us.' 

' But where is the strange accident,' cries Miss 
Matthews? "sure you have raised more curiosity 

* than you have satisfied.' 

' Indeed, Madam,' answered he, ' your reproof 

* is just; i had liJte to have forgotten it ; but you 
' cannot wonder at me when you reflect on that in- 
' teresting part of my story, which I am now re- 
' lating.— But before I mention this accident, I 
' must tell you what happened after Amelia's escape 

* from her mother's house. Mrs. Harris at first 
' ran out into the lane among her servants, and 
' pursued us (so she imagined) along the road 
' leading to the town; but that being very dirty, 

* and a violent storm of rain coming, she took 

* shelter in an alehouse, about half a mile from her 
' own house, whither she sent for her coach ; she 
' then drove together wiih her daughter to town, 

* where soon after her arrival, she sent for the 
' doctor, her usual privy counsellor in all her 
' affairs. They sat up all night together, the 
' doctor endeavouring, by arguments and per- 
' suasions, to bring Mrs. Harris to reason; but 
' all to no purpose, though, as he liath informed 

* me, Miss Betty seconded him with the warmest 
' entreaties.' 

Here Miss Matthews laughed; of which Booth 
begged to know the reason ; slie, at last, after 
many apologies, said, ' It was the first good thing 
' she ever heard of Miss Betty ; nay,' said she, 
' and asking your pardon for my opinion of your 
' sister, since you will have it, I always conceived 
. ' her to be the deepest of hypocrites.' 
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Booth fetched a sigh, and sard, he-was afrdid 
she had not always acted so kindly; — and then, 
after a little hesitation, proceeded : 

' You will be pleased, Madam, to remember, the 
' lad was sent with a verbal message to the doctor; 
' which message was no more than to acquaiot him 

* where we were, and to desire the favour of his 
' company, or that he would send a coach to 
' bring us to whatever place he would please to 
' meet us at. This message was to be delivered 
' to the doctor himself, and the messenger was 

* ordered, if lie found him not at home, to go to 
' him wlierever he was. He fulfilled his orders, 
' and told it to the doctor in the presence of Mrs. 
' ilari-is.' 

' Oh, the ideot '.' cries Miss Matthews. ' Not 

* at all,' answered Booth: ' he is a very sensible 

* fellow, as you will, perhaps, say hereafter. He 
' had not the least reason to suspect that any 
' secrecy was necessary ; for we took the utmost 
' care he should not suspect it. — Well, Madam, 
' this accident, which appeared so unfortunate, 
'turned in the highest degree to our advantage. 
' Mrs, Harris no sooner heard the message deli- 

* vered, than she fell into the most violent passion 
' imaginahle, and accused the doctor of being in 

* the plot, and of having confederated with me in 
' the design of carrying olf her daughter. 

' The doctor, who had liitherto used only sooth- 

* ing methods, now talked in a different strain. He 

* confessed the accusation, and justified his con- 
' duct. He said he was no meddler in the family 
■' affairs of others, nor should he have concerned 

* himself with hers, but at her own request; but 
' that since Mrs. Harris herself had made him an 
' agent in this matter, he would take care to acquit 

* liimseJf with honour, and above all things to pre- 

* serve a young lady for whom he had the highest 
.' esteem,- '* for she is," cries he, and, by heavens. 
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' lie said true, *' the most worthy, generous, and 
" noble of all human beings." You have your- 
' self, Madam, sakl he, consented to the niatch. 
' I have, at your request, made the match ; and 
' then he added some particulars relating to his 
' opinion of ine, which my modesty forbids ine to 
' repeat.' — ' Nay, but,' cries Miss Matthews, ' I in- 

* sist on your conquest of that modesiy for once. 
' We women do not lo\e to hear one another's 
' praises, and I will be made amends by hearin^g 

* the praises of a man, and of a man, whom, per- 
' haps,' added she with a leer, ' I shall not think 
' much the better of upon that account' — ' In 
' obedience to your commands then, Madam,' 
continued he, ' the doctor was so kind to say, he 
' had inquired into my character, and had found 
' that I had lieen a dutiful son, and an affectionate 
' brother. Relatious, said he, in which, whoever 

* discharges hisduty well, gives us a well-grounded 
' hope, that he will behave as properly in all the 

' rest. He concluded with saying, that Ame- 

•' lia's happiness, her heart, nay, her very reputa- 
' tion, were all concerned in this matter, to which, 
' as be had been made instrumental, he was re- 
■* solved to cany her through it; and then taking 
' the license from his pocket, declared to Mrs. Har- 

* ris, that he Mould go that instant and marry her 

* daughter wherever he found her. This speecli, 
' the doctor's voice, his look, and his behaviour, all 

* which are sufficiently calculated to inspire awe, 
' and even terror, when he pluses, frightened poor 
' Mrs. Harris, and wrought a more sensible effect 

* than it was in his power to produce by all his 
'arguments and entreaties; and I have already 
' related what followed. 

' Thus the strange accident of our wanting pen,'^ 
' ink, and paper, and our not trusting the ■ boy 

* with our secret, occasioned the discovery to Mrs. 
' Harris ; tliat discovery put the doctor upon hi» 
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* metal, and produced that blessed event which I- 

* have recounted to you, and which, as rfiy motlier 
' hath since confessed, nothing but the spirit 

* which he had exerted after the discovery, could 
' liave brought about. 

' Well, Madam, you now see me married to- 

* Ameha ; in which situation you will, perhaps, 
' think my happiness incapable of addition. Per- 

* hapa it was so ; and yet I can with truth say, 
' that the love which I then bore Amelia, was not 

* comparable to what I bear her now.' ' Happy 

* Arrielia !" cried Miss Matthews. 'If all men were 

* like you, all women would be blessed ; nay, the 
' T,fhole world would be so in a great measure ; fop 
' upon my soul, I believe that from tlie damned 

* inconstancy of your sex to ours proceeds half 
' the miseries of mankind.' 

That we may give the reader leisure to consider 
well the foregoing sentiment, we will here put 
an end to this chapter. 



In which our Readers' will prohajily be divided in 
their Oj)inion of Mr. Booth's Conduct. 

xSOOTII proceeded as follows : 

'The first-months of our marriage produced 
'nothing remarkable enough to mention. lam 
' sure I need not tell Miss Matthews that I found 
' in my Amelia every perfection of human nature. 
' Mrs. Harris at first gave us some little uneasiness. 
' She had rather yielded to the doctor than given a 

* willing consent to the match; however, by de- 
' grees, she became more and more satisfied, and 
' at last seemed perfectly reconciled. This we 
' ascribed a good deal to the kind odiccs of Miss 

* Betty, who had always appeared to be my friend. 
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' She had been greatly assisting to Amelia in mak- 
' ing her escape, which I had no opportunity of 
' mentioning to you before, and in all things be- 
' haved so well, outwardly at least, to myself as 
' well as her sister, that we regarded her as our 
' sincerest friend. 

' ' About Haifa year after our marriage, two ad- 
' ditioual companies were added to our regiment, 
' in one of which I was preferred to the command 
' of a lieutenant. Upon this occasion, Miss Betty 
' gave the first intimation of a disposition which 
' we have since too severely experienced.' 

' Your servant, Sir,' says Miss Matthews, ' then 

* I find I was not mistaken in my opinion of the 
' iady. — No, no, shew me any goodness in a cen- 
' sorious prude, and — ' 

As Miss Matthews hesitated for a simile or an 
execration, liooth proceeded : ' You will please to 
' remember. Madam, there was formerly an agree- 

* nient between myself and Mrs. Hanis, that I 
' should settle all n'.y Amelia's fortune on her, ex- 

* cept a certain suin, which was to be laid out in 
' my afivancement in the army ; but as our mar- 
' riage was carried on in the manner you have 
' heajd. no such agreement was ever executed, 
' And si:ice I was become Amelia's husband, not 
' a wcid of this matter was ever mentioned by the 
'old lady; and as for myself, I declare I had 
' not yet awakened from that delicious dream of 
' bliss in which the possession of Amelia had 
' lulled me.' 

Here Miss Matthews sighed, and cast the ten- 
derest of looks on Booth, who thus continued his 
story : 

* Soon after my promotion, Mrs. Harris one 
' morning took an occasion to speak to me on this 
' affair. She said, that .as 1 had been promoted 
' gratis to a lieutenancy, she "would assist me with 
' monej' to carry me yet a step higher ; and if more 

* was required than was formerly mentionec!, it 
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' should not be wanting, since she was so perfectly 

* satisfied with my behaviour to her daughter. 
' Adding, that she hoped I had still the same in- 
' cliaation to settle on my wite the remainder of 
' her fortune. 

' I answered with very warm acknowledgements 
' of my mother's goodness, and declared. If I had 
■ * the world, I was ready' to lay it at my Amelia's 
' feet. —And so, heaven knows, I would ten' thou- 

* sand worlds. 

' Mrs. Harris seemed pleased with the warmth 

* of my sentiments, and said, she would imme- 
' diateiy send to her lawyer aud give him the ne- 
' cessary orders; and thus ended our conversation 

* on this subject 

' From this time, there was a very visible alter- 
' ation in Miss Betty's behaviour. She grew re- 

* served to her sister as well as to me, She was 
'fretful and captious on the slightest occasion ; 
' nay, she affected much to talk on the ill conse- 
' quences of an imprudent marriage, especially 
' before her mother ; and if ever any little tender- 
' ness or endearinents escaped me in public to- 
' wards Amelia, she never failed to make some 
' n)a.licious remark on the short duration of violent 
' passions ; and when I have expressed a fond 
' sentiment for my wife, her sister would kindly 

* wish she might hear as much seven years hence. 

* All these matters have been since suggested to 
' us by reflection ; for while they actually past, 
' both Amelia and myself had our thoughts too 

* happily engaged to take notice of what discover- 
' ed itself in the mind of any other person. 

' Unfortunately for us, Mrs. Harris's lawyer 

* happened at this time to be at London, where 

* busmess detained him upwards qf a month; and 
' as Mrs. Harris would on no occasion employ any 

* other, our aflak was under an entire suspension 
' till his return. 
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* Amelia, who was now big with child, had often 

* expressed the deepest concern at her apprehen- 
' sionsofmy being some liine comnianded abroad; 

* a circumstance, which she declared if it sbonld 
' ever happen to her, even though she should not 
' then be in the same situation as at present, would 
' infallibly break lier heart. These remonstrances 
' were matle with such tenderness, and so much 

* aftccted me, tliat to avoid any probability of 

* such an event, I endeavoured tu get an exchange 
' into the horse-guards, a body of troops which 
' very rarely goes abroad, unless where the king 
' himself commands in person. I soon found an 
' officer for my purpose, the terms were agreed on, 
' and Mrs. Harjris had ordered thp money which 

* I was to pay to he ready, notwithstanding the 
' opposition made by Mis.- Betty, who openly dis- 
' suaded her mother from it; alleging that the 
'exchange was higiily to my disadvantage; that 
' I could never hope to rise in tiie army aft^r it ; 
' not forg-etting, at the same time, some insinua- 
' tions very picjudicial to my reputation as a 
' sohlier. 

' When every thing was agreed on, and the two 

* commissions were actually made out, but not 

* signed by the king, one d;iy, at my return from 
, ' hunting, Amelia tlew to me, and eagerly em- 

' bracing me, cried out, " O Uilly, I have news 
" for you which deliglits my soul. Nothing sure 
" was ever so fortunate as tlie cxcliange yon have 
"made. The regiment you was'formcrly in, is 
*' ordered for Gibraltar.'' 

* I received this news willi far less transport than 

* it was dehrered. I answered- coldly. Since the 
' case was so, I he.iitiiy hoped tlse oonmiissions 
' might be both signed. " VVliat do yon say ?" 
'replied Amelia c$gcrly ; — "Sure you told me 
-" every thing was entirely settkd. That look of 
" yours frightens me to death." — Diit 1 am run- 
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' ning into too minute particulars. In short, I 

* received a letter by that very post, from the olfi- 
' cer with whom I had exchanged, insisting, that 
' though liis majesty had not signed the commis- 

* sions, that still the bargain was valid, partly 
' urging it as a right, and partly desiring it as a 
' favour, that he might go to Gibraltar in niy 

* room. 

' This letter convinced me in every point. I was 
' now informed that the commissions were not 
'signed, and consequently that the exchange was 

* not completed: of consequence the other could 
' have no right to insist on going; and as for grant- 
' inghim such a favour, 1 too clearly saw I must 
' do it at the expense of my honour. I was now 
' rfduced to a dilemma, the most dreadful which I 
' think any man can experience; in which, I am 
' not ashamed to own, I found love was not so 
' overmatched by honour as he ought to have 
' been. The thoughts of leaving Amelia in her 
' present condition, to misery, perhaps to death or 

* madness, were insupportable; nor could any 

* other consideration but that, which now tor- 

* mentetl me on the other side, have combated 
' them a moment.' 

' No woman upon earth,' cries Miss Matthews, 

* can despise want of spirit in a man more tlian 
' myself; and yet I cannot heljj thinking you was 
' rather too nice on this occasion.' 

* Yon will allow, Aladam,' answered Uooth, 
' that whoever offends against the laws of honour 
' in the least instance, is treated as the highest de- 
' linquciit. Here is no excuse, no pardon; and lie 
' doth nothing who leaves any thing undone. Hut 
' if the conflict Avas so terrible with myself alone, 
' what was my situation in the presence of Amelia ? 
' how couiil I support her sighs, liev tears, her ago- 
' nies, her despair ! could 1 bear to rhink niyseif 
' the cruel cause of her sutterings, for so I \ias ! 

* could I endure the thought of having it in my 
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• power to give her instant relief, for ao it was, 
' and refuse it her ! 

' Miss Betty was now again.become my friend. 
'She had scarce been civil to me for a fortnight 
' last past, yet now she commended me to the 
' skies, and as severely blamed her sister, whom 
'she arraigned of the most contemptible weak- 
' nesf, in preferring my safety to my honour: She 
' said many illiiatured things on the occasion, 

* which I shall not now repeat. 

' In the midst of this hurricane, the good doct 
' tor came to dine with Mis. Harris, and at my 
' desire delivered his opinion on the matter.' 

Here Mr. Booth was interrupted in his narrative, 
by the arrival of a person whom we shall intro-. 
duce in the next chapter. 



Containing a Scene of a different Kind from any 
oj' the preceding. 

J. HE gentleman who now arrived was the 
keeper; or if you please, (for so he pleased to 
call himself) the <>overnor of the prison. 

He used so little ceremony at his approach, that 
the bolt, which was very slight on the inside, gave 
way, and the door immediately flew open. He 
had no sooner entered the room than he acquainted. 
Miss Matthews, that he had brought her very 
good news, for which he demanded a bottle of 
wine as his due. 

This demand being complied with, he ac- 
quainted Miss Matthews, that the wounded gen- 
tleman was not dead, nor was his wound thought 
to be mortal : that loss of blood, and, perhaps, hia 
fright, had occasioned his fainting away ; ' but I 
' believe, Madam,' said he, ' if you lake the proper 
' measures, you may be bailed to-morrow. I ex- 
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' pect the lawyer here this evening, and if you put 
' the busiuess into his hands, I warrant it will be 
' done. Money to be sure must be parted with, 
' that's to be sure. People to be sure will expect 
' to touch a little in such cases. For my own part, 
' I never desire to keep a prisoner longer than the 
' law allows, not I: I always inform them they can 
' be bailed as soon as I know it. I never iSake 
' any bargain, not I: I always love to leave those 

* things to the gentlemen and ladies themselves. 
' I never suspect gentlemen and ladies of wanting 
' generosity.' 

Miss Matthews made a very slight answer to all 
these friendly professions. She said,- she had done 
nothing she repented of, and was indifferent as 
to the event. ' All I can say,' cries she, ' is, that if 
' the wretch is alive, there is no greater villain in 
' hfe than himself;' and instead of mentioning any 
thmg of the bail, she begged the keeper to leave 
her again alone with Mr. Booth. The keeper re- 
plied, ' Nay, Madam, perhaps it may be better to 

* stay a little longer here, if you have not bail 
' ready, than to buy them too dear. Besides, a 

* day or two hence, when the gentleman is past all 
' dauger of recovery, to be sure some folks that 
/ would expect an extraordinary fee now, cannot 
' expect lo touch any thing. And to be sure you 
' shall' want nothing here. The best of all things 
' are to be had here for money, both eatable and 
.'drinkable; though 1 say it, I shan't turn my 
' back to any of the taverns for either eatables or 
' wind. The captain there need not have been so 

* shy of owning himself when he first came in; 

* we have had captains and other great gentlemen 
' here before now; and no shame to tliem, tliough 
.'I say it. Many a great gentleman is sometimes 
' fo(ind in places that don't become tliem half so 
' well, let me tell them tliat, captain Booth, let me 
f tell them that.' 
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' I see, Sir,' answered Booth, a little discom- 
posed, ' that you are acquainted with my title as 
' ivell as my name.' 

' Ay, Sir,' cries the keeper, ' and I honour you 
' the more for it. I love the gentlemen of the 
' army. I was in the army myself formerly; in 

* the lord of Oxford's horse. It is true I rode pri- 

* vate ; but I had money enoiis^li to have bought 

* in quarter- master, when I tpok it into my head 
' to mariT, and my wife she did not hke that 1 
' should continue a soKtier, she was all for a pri- 
' vate life; and so I came to tliis business.' 

■ ' Upon my word, Sir,' answered Booth, ' you 
' consulted your witij's inclinations very notably ; 
' but, pray, will you satisfy my curiosity in telling 
' me, how you became acquainted tliat I was in 
•the army? for my diess, I think, could not 
' betray me.' 

' Betray !' replied the keeper; 'there is no be- 
' tfayiiig here, I hope — I am not a jjerson to be- 
' tray people— But you are so shy and peery, you 

* would almost make one suspeet there was more 
' in the matter. And if there be, I promise you, 

* you need not be afraid of telling it me. You will 
^ ekcuse me giving you a hint; but the sooner the 
' better, that's all. Others may be beforehand with 

* you, and iirst come first served on these occa- 
' sious, that's all. Informers are odious, there's no 
' doubt of that, and no one would care to be an 

* informer if he could help it, because of the ill 

* usage they always receive from the mob.: yet it 
' is dangerous to trust too much ; and when safety 
' and a good part of the reward too are on one 

* side, and the gallows on the other — I know 
' which a wise man -would chuse.' 

' Wltat the devil do you mean by all this ?' cries 
Booth. 

'No offence, I hope,' ^answered the keeper; 'I 
' speak tor your good, and if you have been upon 
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* the snaffling lay you uuderstantt me, I am 

' sure.' 

* Not I,' answered Booth, ' upon my honour.' 
' Nay, nay,' replied the keeper, with a contemp- 
tuous sneer, ' if you are so peery as that comes to, 

* you must take tlie consequence. — But for my 

' part, I kuow I would not trust Robinson with ^ 
' twopence untold.' 
'What do you ineanr' cries Booth, ' who is 

* Robinson ?' 

' And you don't know Robinson !' answered the 
keeper witli great emotion. To whicli Booth re- 
plying in the negative; the keeper, after some 
tokens of amazement, cried out; ' Well, captain, I 
' must say you are the best at it, of all the gentle- 
men I ever saw. However, I will tell you this: 
the lawyer and Mr. llobinson have been laying 
their heads together about you above half an hour 
this afternoon. I overheard them mention Cap- 
tain Booth several ti mes ; and for my part, I would 
not answer that Mr, Murphy is not now gone 
about the business; but if you wiU impeach any 
to me of the road, or any thing else, I will step - 
away to his worship Thrasher this instant, and 
I am sure I have interest enough with him to 
get you admitted an evidence.' 
' And so,' cries Booth, ' you really take me for 
a highwayman?' 
' No oftence, captain, I hope,' said the keeper: 
as times go, there are many worse men in the 
world than those. Gentlemen may be driven to 
distress, and when they are, I know no more 
genteeler way than the road. It hath been many 
a brave man's case, to my knowledge, and men of 
as much honour too as any in the world.' 
. ' Weil, Sir,' said Booth, ' I asure you I am not 

* that gentleman of honour you imagine me.' 

Miss Matthews who had long understood the ' 
keeper uo better than Mr. Booth, no sooner hear4 
^is meaning explaioed,, tlma she was fired with 
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greater indignation than the gentleman had ex- 
pressed. * How dare ynu, Sir,' said she to the 
keeper, ' insult a man of fashion, and who hath 
' had the hoiiour to bear his majesty's commission 
' in the army ? as you youi^selr own you know, 

* If liis mistoftunes have sent him hither, sure we 
' have no laws that will protect such a fellow as 
' you in insulting him ?' ' Fellow !' muttered tire 
keeper — ' I would not advise you, Madam, to use 
' such language to mc.' — ' Do you dare threateh 

* me ?' replied Miss Mattliews in a rage ; ' Venture 
' in the least instance to exceed your authority 

* with regard to me, and I will prosecute you M'ith 
' the utmost vengeance.' 

A scene of very high altercation now ensued, till 
Booth interposed, and quieted the keeper, who was, 
perhaps, enough incUned to an accommodation ; 
for, in truth, he waged unequal war. He was be- 
sides unwilling to incense Miss Matthews, whom lie 
expected to be bailed out the next day, and who 
had more money left than he intended she should 
carry out of the prison with her ; and as for any 
violent or unjustifiable methods, the lady had dis- 
covered much too great a spirit to l>e in danger of 
them. The governor, therefore, in a very gentle 
tone, declared, that if he had given any offence to 
the gentleman, he heartily asked his pardon; that 
if he had known him to be really a captain, hfe 
should not have entertained any such suspicions; 
but the captain was a very common title in that 
place, and belonged to several gentlemen that had 
never been in the army, or at most, had rid private- 
like himself. * To be sure, captain,' said he, ' as 
' you yourself own, your dress is not very milr- 
* tary ;' (for he had on a plain fustian suit) ' and 
' besides, as the lawyer says, noscitur a sosir, is a 
' very good rule. And I don't believe there is a 
' greater rascal upon earth than that game Robin- 
' son that I was talking of. Nay, I assure you, I 
' wish there may be no mischief hatching agaio&t 
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* you. ' Btit if tliere is,. I will do all I can with the 
' lawyer to prevent it. To be sure, Mr. Murphy 
' is one of the cleverest men in the world at the 
'law; that even his enemies must own; and as 
' I recommend him to all the business I can 
' (and it is not a little to be sure that arises in this 
' place), why, one good turn deserves another. 
' And I may expect that he will not be concerned 
' in any plot to ruin any friend of mine; at least,' 
' when I desire him not. I am sure he could not 
' be an honest man if he would.' 

Booth was then satisfied that Mr. Rohinison, 
whom he did not yet know by name, was the 
gamester who had won his money at play. And 
now, Miss Matthews, who had very impatiently 
borne this long interruption, prevailed on the 
keeper to withdraw. As soon as he was gone, Mr. 
Booth began to felicitate her upon the news of the 
wounded gentleman being in a fair likelihood of 
recovery. To which, after short silence, she an- 
swered, ' TJiere is something, perhaps, which you 
' will not easily guess, that makes your congralu- 
' lation more agreeable to me than the first ac- 
' count I heard of the villain's having escaped the 
' fate he deserves ; for, I do assure you, at first, it 
' did not make me amends for the interruption of 
' my curiosity. Now, I hope, we shall be dis- 
' turbed no more, till you have finished your whole 
' story. — You left off, I think, somewhere in the 
' struggle about leaving Amelia, the happy Amelia.* 
— ' And can you call her happy at such a period ?' 
cries Booth. ' Happy, ay, happy, in any situa- 
' tion,' answered Miss Matthews, 'with such a 
' husband. I, at least, may well think so, who 

* have experienced the very reverse of her fortune; 
' but I was not born to be happy. I may say 

* with the poet : 

** The blackest ink of fate was sure my lot, j 

" And tvlien fate writ my name, it made a blot. i 
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* Nay, nay, dear Miss Matthews,' answered ' 
Booth, ' you must, and shall banish such gloomy 
' thoughts. Fate hath, I hope, many happy days 
' in store for you.' ' Do you believe it, Mr. 

* Booth ?' replied she, ' indeeil you know the con- 

* trary — You must know — For you can't have f'or- 
' got. No Amelia in the world can liave quite ob- 

* Rterated — Forgetfulness is not in our own power. 
' If it was, indeed, I have reason to think — But I 
' know not what I am saying. — Pray do, proceed 
' in that story.' 

" Booth so immediately complied with this re- 
quest, that it is possible he was pleased with it. 
To say the truth, if all which unwittingly dropt 
from Kliss Matthews was put together, some con- 
clusions might, it seems, be drawn from the whole, 
which could not convey a very agreeable idea to 
a constant husband. Booth, therefore, proceeded 
to relate what is written in the third book of this 
history. 
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BOOK. III. ' 

CHAP. I. 

Itt which Mr. Booth resumes his Story. 

* X F I am not mistaken, Madam,' continued 
Bootii, ' I was just going to acquaint you with 
' the doctors opinion, when we were, interrupted 
' by the keeper. (k'- 

'The doctor having heard counsel on both sides, 
' that is to say, Airs. Harris for my staying, and 

* Miss Betty for my going, at last delivered his 

* own sentiments. As for Amelia, she sat silent, 

* drewned in her tears; nor was I myself in a 

* nluch better situation. 

" As the commissions are not signed," said tjie 
doctor, " I think you may be said to remain in 
"your former regiment; and therefore I think 
" you ougtit to go on this expedition; your duty 
" to your" king and country, whose bread you 
" have eaten, requires it; and this is a dutj' of 
" too high a nature to admit the least deficiency. 
*' Regard to your character likewise requires you 
" to go; for the ivorld, which might justly blame 
" your staying at home, if the case was even fairly 
" stated, will not deal so honestly by you : you 
" must expect to Iiave every circumstance against 
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'' you heightened, and moat of what makes for 
"your defence omitted; and thus you will be 
" stigmatised as a coward, without any palliation. 
" As the malicious disposition of mankind is too 
" well known, and the cruel pleasure which they 
" take in destroying the reputations of others; the 
" use we are to make of this knowledge is to afford 
" no handle to reproach : for, bad as the world is, 
" it seldom falls on any man who hath not given 
*' some slight cause for censure, though this, per- 
" haps, is often aggravated ten thousand fold ; 
" and when we blame the malice of the a^rava- 
*' tion, we ought not to forget our own impru- 
" dence in giving the occasion. Remember, my 
" boy, your honour is al stake ; and you know how 
" nice the honour of a soldier is in these cases. 
" This is a treasure, which he must be your enemy 

" indeed who would attempt to rob you of 

" Therefore, you ought to consider every one as 
" your enemy, who, by desiring you to stay, would^ 
" rob you of your honour." 

" Do you hear that, sister?" cries Miss Betty. — 
*' Yes, I do hear it," answered Ametia, with more 
*'! spirit than I ever saw her exert before, " aqd 
" would preserve his honour at the expense of my 
" life. I will preserve it if it should be at that ex- 
" pense; and since it is Dr. Harrison's opinion that 
" he ought to go, I give my consent. Go, my 
" dear husband," cried she, faUing upon her knees, 
'* may every angel of heaven guard and preserve 
" you." — I cannot repeat her w ords without being 

* affected,' said he, wiping his eyes, ' the excel- 
' lence of that woman, no words.can paint: Miss 

* Matthews, she hath every perfection in human 

* nature. 

* I will not tire you with tlie repetition of any 
' more that past on that occasion ; nor with the 

* quarrel that ensued between Mrs. Harris and the 
' doctor ; for the old lady could not submit to my 
'teavingber dftughterja her present coadition. 
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* She fell severely on the army, and cursed the day* 
' in which her daughter was married to a aoldier, 
' not sparing the doctor for having had some share 

* in the match. I will omit, likewise, the tender 

* scene which past between Amelia and myself 
*■ previous to my departure.' 

* Indeed, I beg you would not,' cries Miss Mat- 
thews, ' nothing delights me more than scenes of 

* tenderness. I should be glad to know, if pos-' 

* sible, every syllable which was uttered on both 

* sides,' 

' I will indulge you then,' cries Booth, ' as far 

* as is in my power. Indeed, I believe, I am able 

* to recollect much the greatest part; for the im- 

* pression is never to be effaced from my memory.' 

He then proceeded as Miss Matthews desired j 
but lest all our readers should not be of her opi- 
nion, we will, according to our usual custom^ en- 
deavour to accommodate ourselves to every taste, 
and shall tlierefore place this scene in a chapter by 
itself, which we desire all our readers who do not 
love, or who, perhaps, do not know the pleasure 
of tenderness, to pass over; since they may do 
this without any prejudice to th& thread of tJje 
narrative. 



CHAP. It. 
' Containing a Scene of the tender Kind. 

1 HE doctor, Madam,' continued Booth, * spent 

* his evening at Mrs. Harris's house, where I sac 

* with him whilst he smoked his pillow pipe, as 

* his phrase is. Amelia was retirea above half an 

* hour to her chamber, before I went to her. At 

* my entrance, I found her on her knees, a posture 

* in which I never disturbed her. In a few minutes 
' she arose, came to me, and embracing me, said 
*■ she had been pra^ng for resolution to support the 

* * Coogle 
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* crueUestmomehtsheiiadeverun(!ers;one,orcouId 
' possibly undergo. 1 reminded her how much more 
' bitter a faiewel would be on a death-bed, when 
' we never could meet in this woild, at least, again. 
' I tiien endeavoured to lessen ail those objects 
' which alarmed her most, and particularly the dan- 
' ger I wa3 to encounter; upon which head 1 
' seemed a little to comfort her : but the probable 
' length of my absence, and the certain length of 
' my voyage, were circumstances which no oratory 
' of mine could even paliiate. " Oh, heavens !* 
' said she, bursting into tears, " can I bear to 
" think that hundreds, thousands, for aught I 
" know, of miles or leagues ; that lands and seas 
" are between us. What is the prospect from that 
" mount in our garden, where I have sat so many 
"happy hours with my liiliy ? what is the dis- 
*' tance between that and the farthest hill which 
*' we' see from thence, compared to the distance 
" which will be between us ! you cannot wonder 
'' at this idea; you must remember, my Billy, at 
" this place, this very thought came formerly into 
" my foreboding mmd. 1 then begged you to 
*' leave the army. Why would you not comply? 
" — did I not tell you then that the smallest cot- 
" tage we could survey from the mount, would be 
*' with you a paradise to me; it would be so still 
" — why can't my Billy think so? am I so much 
"his superior in love? where is the dishonour, 
" Billy ? or if there be any, will it reach our ears 
" in our Httle hut? are glory and fame, and not 
*' hia Amelia, the happiness' of my husband? go 
" then, purchase them at my expense. You will 
" pay a few sighs, perhaps, a few tears at parting, 
" and then new scenes will drive away the thoughts 
" of poor Amelia from your bosom : but what as- 
*' sistance shall I have in my affliction? not that 
" any change of scene could drive you one mo- 
" ment from my remembrance; yet here every 
" object I behold will place your loved idea ia 

LM,l,;.:M.,G00gIe _ 



AMELIA. S6l 

** the liveliest manner before my eyes. This is 
" the bed in which you have reposed ; that is the 
" chair on which you sat. Upon these boards you 
" have stood. These books you have read to me. 
** Can I walk among our beds of flowers, without 
"viewing your favourites, nay, those which you 
" have planted with your own hands P can I see 
" one beauty from our beloved mount, which you 
" have not pointed out to mer" — Thus she went 
'on, the woman, Madam, you see, still prevailing.' 
— 'Since you mention' it,' says Miss Matthews, 
with a smile, ' I own the same observation oc- ■ 
.' curred to me. It is too natural to us to consider 

* ourselves only, Mr. Booth.' — ' You shall hear,' 
he cried. — ' At last, the thoughts of her present 

' condition suggested themselves.' " But if," 

said she, " my situation, even in health, will be so 
" intolerable, how shall I, in the danger and ago- 
■" nies of child-birth, support your absence!" — 
' Hei;e she stopped, and looking on me with all 
' the tenderness imaginable, cried out, " And am 
"I then such a wretch to wish for your presence 
" at such a season? ought I not to rejoice that 
" you are out of the hearing of my cries or the 
" knowledge of my pains ? it I die, will you not 
" have escaped" the horrors of a parting, ten thou- 
*' sand times more dreadful than this r go, go, my 
"Billy; the very circumstance which made me 
" most dread your departure, hath perfectly re- 
" conciled me to it. I perceive clearly now that I 
** was only wishing to support my own weakness 
" with your strength, and to relieve my own pains 
" at the price of yours. Believe me, my love, I am 
" ashamed of myself."^-! caught her in my arms 
' with raptures not to be exprest in words, called 
' her my heroine; sure none ever better deserved 
' that liame; after which we remained for some 

* time speechless, and locked in each other's em- 
' braces.' — ' I am convinced,' said Miss Matthews, 
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with a sigh, ' there are momenta in life worth par-' 
' chasing with worlds,' — ■ . 

' At length the fatal morning came. I endea- 

* voured to hide every pang of my heart,^nd to 

* wear the utmost gaiety in my countenajice. 

* Amelia acted the same part In these assumed 
' characters we met tlie family at breakfast; at 
' their breakfast, I mean ; for we were both full 
' already. The doctor had spent above an hour 

* that morning in discourse with Mrs. Harris, and 
*bad in some measure reconciled her to my de- 
' psrture. Henowmadeuseofeveryarttorelievethe 

* poor distressed Amelia; not by inveighing against 
' the folly of grief, or by seriously advising her not 

* to grieve; both which were sufficiently performed 

* by Miss Betty. The doctor, on the contrary, had 
' recourse to every means which might cast a veil 

* over the idea of grief, and raise comfortable 

* images in my angel's mind. He endeavoured to 

* lessen the supposed length of my absence, by dis- 
' coursing on matters which were more distant in 

* time. He said, he intended next year to rebuild 

* a part of his parsonage-house.—" And you, cap- 
" tain," says he, "-slialUay the corner stone; Ipro- 
*' mise you;" with many other instances of the 

* Ijk'e nature, which produced, I believe, some 

* good effect on us both. 

' Amelia spoke but little ; indeed more tears than 

* words dropt from her; however, she seemed rc- 
' solved to bear her affliction with resignation.. But 
' when the dreadful news arrived that the horses 
' were ready, and I, having taken my leave of all 

* the rest, at last approached her ; she was unabte 

* to support the conflict with nature any longer; 

* and clinging round my neck, she cried, — " Fare- 
" wel, farewel for ever; for I shall never, Tiever, 
"see you more." At which Words the blood eur 

* tirely forsook her lovely checks, and she betstine 
' a lifeless corpse in m^ avms, 
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* Amelia continued 30 long motionless, that the 

* doctor, as well as Mrs. Harris, began to be under 

* the most terrible apprehensions ; so they informed 
' me afterwards ; for at that time I was incapable 

* of making any observation. I had indeed very 
' httle more use of my senses than the dear crea- 

* ture whom I supported. At length, however, 
'we were all delivered from "our fears; and life 
' again visited the loveliest mansion that human 

* nature ever afforded it. 

' I had been, and yet was, so terrified with what 
' had happened, and Amelia' continued yet so 
' weak and ill, that I determined, whatever might 

* be the consequence, not to leave her that day ; 
' which resolution she was no sooner acquainted 

* with, than she fell on her knees, crying, " Good 
*' Heaven ! I thank thee for this reprieve at least. 
*' Oh! that every hour of my future life couid be 
** crammed into this dear day.* 

' Our good friend the doctor remained with us. 

* He said, he had intended to visit a family in some 
^affliction; but I don't know, says he, why I 

' should ride a dozen miles after affliction, when . 

* we have enough here. Of all mankind the doc- 

* tor is the best of comforters. As his excessive 
' good-nature makes him take vast deliffht in the 
'office; so his great penetration into the human 

* mind, joined to his great experience, renders him 
' the most wonderful proficient in it; and he so 

* well knows when to sooth, when to reason, and 

* when to ridicule, that he never applies any of 

* those arts improperly, which is almost univer- 

* sally the case with the physicians of the mind, 
'and which it requires very great judgement and 
" dexterity to avoid. 

' The doctor principally applied himself to ridi- 
' culing the dangers of the siege, in which he suc- 
' ceeded so welt, that he sometimes forced a smile 
'even into the face of Amelia.. But what most 

* comforted her, were the arguments he used to 
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* convince her of the probabiUty of my speedy, if 

* not immediate return. He said, the general opi- 
'nion was, that the place would be taken before 
' our arrival there. In which case, we sliould have 

* nothing more to do, than to make tlie best of out 
' way home again. 

'Amelia was so lulled by tliese arts, that she 

* passed the day much better than I expected. 

* Though the doctor could not make pride strong 
' enough to conquer love; yet, he exalted tlie for- 

* mer to make some stand against the latter ; inso- 
' much that my poor Amelia', I believe, more than 

* once, flattered herself, to speak the language of 
' the world, that her reason had gained an entire 

* victory over her passion; till love brought up a 
' reinforcement, if I may use that term, of tender 
' ideas, and bore down all before him. 

* In the evening, the doctor and I passed another 

* half hour together, when he proposed to me to 
' endeavour to leave Amelia asleep in the mom- 

* ing, and promised me to be at hand when she 

* awaked, and to support her with all the assist- 

* ance in his power. He added, that nothing was 

* more foolish, than for friends to take leave of 
' each other. It is true, indeed, says he, in the 
' common acquaintance and friendship of the 
'world, this is a very harmless ceremony; but 
' between two persons, who really love each other, 
' the church of Rome never invented a penance 
' half so severe as thip, which we absurdly impose 

* on ourselves. 

' 1 greatly approved the doctors proposal ; 

* thanked him, and promised, if possible, to put it 
' in execution. He then shook me by the hand, and 
' heartily ^vished me well, saying, in his blunt 
'way; "Well, boy, I hope to see thee crowned 
" with laurels at thy return^ one comfort I have 
" at least, that stone walls and a sea will prevent 
" thee from running away." 

* When I had left the doctor, I repaired to my 
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* Amelia, whom I found in her chamber, em- 
' ployed in a very ditFerent manner from what she 
'had been the preceding night; she was busy in 
' packing up some trinkets in a casket, which she 

* jdesired me to carry with me. This casket was 
' her own work, and she had just fastened it as I 

* came to her. 

' Her eyes very plainly discovered what had 
' passed wliile she was engaged in her work ; how- 
' ever, her countenance was now serene, and she 
' spoke, at least, with some cheerfulness. But 

* after some time, " You must take care of this 
" casket, Billy," said she. — *' You must, indeed, 
** Billy — for — " here passion almost choked her, 
' tilt a flood of tears gave her relief, and then she 

* proceeded — " For I shall be the happiest woman 
" that ever was bom when I see it again." — I told 
' her, wth tiie blessing of God that .day would 
' soon come. "Soon!" answered she,' — "No,,Bil|y) 
" not soon ; a week is an age; — but yet'thc happy 
" day may come. It shall, it must, it will ! — Yesj 
*' Billy, we shall meet never to part again; — even 
^' in this world I hope." Pardon my weakness; 

* Miss Matthews, but upon my soul I cannot help 
' it,' cried he, wiping his eyes — 'Well, I wonder 

* at your patience, and I will try it no longer. 
' Amelia tired out with so long a struggle between 

* variety of passions, and having not closed her 
'eyes uuriijg three successive nights, towards the 
' morning tell into a profound sleep. In which 
' sleep I left her — and having drest myself with all 

* the ejfpedition imaginable, singing, whistling, 
■' hurrying, attempting by every method to banish 
' thought, I mourned my horse, which I had over 

* night ordered to be ready, and galloped away 
' from that housp where all my treasure was de- 
' ]>osij;ed. 

' Thus, Madam, I have, in obedience to your 

* pomm^ijijs, rijn through ^ scene, whi«h, if it hath 
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* been tiresome to you, you must yet acquit me'of 

* having obtruded upon you. This lam conyinccd 
' ot, that no one is capable of tasting such a scene, 

* who hath not a heart full of tenderness, and per- 
' liaps not even then, unless be hath been in tiie 

* same situation.' 



CHAP. III. 
Ill which Mr. Booth sets forward on his Journei/. 

* W ELL, Madam, we have now taken our 
' leave of Amelia. I rode a full mile before I once 
' sufTered myself to look back ; but now being 

* come to the top of a little hill, the last spot I 

* knew which could give me a prospect of Mrs. 

* Harris's house, my resolution failed : I stopt and 

* cast my eyes backward. Shall I tell you what I 
'felt at that instant? I do assure you I am not _ 
'able. So many tender ideas crowded at once 

* into my mind, that, if I may use the expression, 
' they almost dissolved my heart. And now, Ma-^^ 

* dam, the most unfortunate accident came first 
' into my head. This was, that I had in the hurry 
' and confusion left the dear casket behind me. 
' The thought of going back at first suggested 
' itself; but the consequences of that were too ap- 
' parent. I therefore resolved to send my man, and 
'ill the mean time to ride on softly on my road. 
' He immediately executed my orders, and after 
' some time, feeding my eyes with that delicious 

* and yet heart-felt prospect, I at last turned my 
' horse to descend the hill, and proceeded about a 
' hundred yards, when, considering with" myself, 

* that I should lose no time by a second indul- 

* gence, I again turned back, and once more feast- 
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' ed my sight with the same panful pleasure, till 
^ my man returned, bringing me the casket, and an 
' account that Amelia still continued in the sweet 
' sleep I left her. — I now suddenly turned my hotSe 
' for the last time, and with the utmost resolution 

* pursued my journey. 

' I perceived my man at his return — But be- 

* fore I mention any thing o£ him, it may be pro- 
' per. Madam, to acquaint you who he was. He 

* was the foster-brother of my Amelia. This 

* young fellow bad taken it into his bead to go 

* mto the army ; and be was desirous to serve un- 
' der my command. The doctor consented to dis- 
,* charge him ; his mother at last yielded to his 

* importunities ; and I was very easily prevailed 
' on to list one of the handsomest young fellow* 
' in England. 

' You will easily believe I had some little par- 
'■ tiaiity to one whose milk Amelia had sucked ; 

* but as he had never seen the regiment, I had no 
'opportunity to shew him any great mark of fa- 

* vour; Indeed, he-waited on me as my servant; 
' and I treated him with all the tenderness which 
' can be used to one in that station. 

* When I was about to change into the horse- 

* guards, the poor fellow began to droop, fearing 

* that he should no longer be in the same corps 

* with me, though certainly that would not have 

* been the case. However, he had never men- 
''tioned one word of his dissatisfactio'n. — He iS 

* indeed a fellow of a noble spirit ; but when he 

* heard that I was to remain where I was, and that 

* we were to go to Gibraltar together, he fell into 

* transports of joy, little short of madness. In 

* short, the poor ftllowhad imbibed a very strong 
' affection for me ; though this was what I knew 

* nothing of till long after. 

* When he returned to me then, as I, was saying, 

* with the caaket, I observed his eyes all over 
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* blubbered with tears. I rebuked him a little too 

* rashly on this occasion. Heyday ! says I, what 

* is the meaning of this ; I hope I have not a milk- 
' sop with me. If I thought you would shew such 

* a face to the enemy, I would leave you behind. — 

* Your honour need not fear that, answered he, I 
■* shdll find nobody there thai I shall love well 

* enough to make me cry. I was highly pleased 
' with this answer, in which I thought I could 
' discover both sense and spirit. I then asked him 
' what bad occasioned those tears since he bad left 

* me (for he had no sign of any at that time), 
' and whether he had seen his mother at Mrs. Har- 
' ris's ? He answered in the negative, and begged 

* that I would ask him no more questions ; adding, 
,* that he was not very apt to crj-, and he hoped 
' he should never give me such another oppor- 

* tunity of blaming Iiim. I mention this pnly as an 

* instance of his atlection towards nie; for I never 

* could account for those tears, any otherwise than 
' by placing them to the account of that distress 
' in which he left me at that time. We travelled 

* full forty miles that day without baiting, when 
' arriving at the inn where I intended to rest that 
'night, I retired immediately to my chamber, 
'with my dear Amelia's casket, the opening of 

* which was the nicest repast, and to which every 
' other hunger gave way. 

' It is impossmle to mention to you all the little 
' matters with which Amelia had furnished this 
' casket. It contained snedicines of all kindy, 
' which her mother, who was the Lady Bountiful 

* of that country, had supplied her with. The 
' most valuable of all to me was a lock of her dear 
' hair, which I have from that time to this worn in 
' my bosom. ' What would 1 have then given for 
' a little picture of my dear angel, which she had 
'lost from her chamber about a month before? 

* and which we had the highest reasoa in the 
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* world to imiigine her sister had taken away ; for 
' the suspicion lay only between her and Amelia's 
' maid, who was of all creatures the honestest, and 
' whom her mistress had often .trusted with things 
'of much greater -value; for the picture which 
'was set in gold, and had two or three little 
f'diamonds round it, was worth about twelve 
' guineas only ; whereas Amelia left jewels in her 

* care of much greater value.' 

' Sure,' cries Miss Matthews, 'she could not be 

* such a paltry pilferer.' 

' Not on account of the gold or the jewels,* 
cries Booth. ' We imputed it to mere spite, with 
' which I assure you she abounds; and she knew 
^ that next to Amelia herself, there was nothing 
^ which I valued s9 much as this httle picture; 
' for such a resemblance did it bear of the original, 

* that Hogarth himself did never, I believe, draw 

* a stronger likeness. Spite therefore was the only 
' motive to this cruel depredation ; and indeed her 
' behaviour on the occasion sufficiently convinced 

* us both of tlie justice of our suspicion, though 

* we neither of us durst accuse her ; and she her- 

* self had the assurance to insist very strongly 

* (tliough she could not prevail) with Amelia, to 
-* turn away her innocent maid, saying, she would 
■* not live in the house with a thief 

Miss Matthews now discharged some curses on 
Miss Betty, not much worth repeating, and thea 
&[r. Booth proceeded in his relation. 
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CHAP. IV. 
A Sea-Piece. 

* X HE next day we joined the regiment, wliich 
*\VfiA soon after to embark. Nothing but mirth and 

* jollity were in the countenance of every officet 
' and soldier ; and as I now met several friends 
' whom I had not seen for above a year before, I 

* passed several happy hours, in which poor Ame- 
' lia's image seldom obtruded itself to iotaerrupft 
' my pleasure. To confess the truth, dear Miss 

* Matthews, the tenderest of passions is capable of 
'subsiding; nor is absence from our dearest 
' friends so unsupportable as it may at first ap- 

* pear. Distance of time and place do realljr- cure 

* what they seem to aggravate ; and taking leavft 
' of our friends resembles taking leave of the 

* world ; concerning which it hath been often said; 

* that it is uot death, but dying, which is terrible.* 
— Here Miss Matthews burst into a fit of laughter, 
and cried, ' 1 sincerely ask your pardon ; but I 

* cannot help laughing at the gravity of your phi- 
*losophy.' Booth answered, That the doctrine 
of the passions had been always his favouriti 
study; that he was convinced every ijian acted 
entirely from that passion which was uppermost ; 

* Can I then think,' said he, ' without entertaining 

* the utmost contempt for myself, that any plea- 

* sure upon earth could drive the thoughts of 
' Amelia one instant from my mind r 

'At length we embarked aboard a. transport, 
' and sailed for Gibraltar; but the wind, which 
' was at first fair, soon chopped about; so that we 
*- were obliged, for several days, to beat to wind- 
' ward, as the sea phrase is. During this time, 

* the taste which I had of a seafaring life did not 

* appear extremely agreeable. We rolled op and 
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•down in a little narrow cabin, in whicK were 

* three officers,all of us extremely sea-sick; oar 

* sickness being much aggravated by the motion of 
'■ the ship, by the view of each other, and by the 

* stench of the men. But this was but a littie 

* taste indeed of the misery whicH was to follow ; 

* for we were got about six leagues to the west- 
*■ ward of Scilly, when a violent storm arose at 

* north-east, whieh soon raised the waves to the 

* height of mountains. The horror of this is not 
*-to oe adequately described to those who have 
^ never seen the like. The storm began in the 

* evening, and as the clouds brought on the night 
' apace, it was soon entirely dark ; nor had we, 

* during many hours, any other light than what 
' was caused by the jarring elements, which fre- 

■ qnently sent forth flashes, or rather, streams of 

* fire; and whilst these presented the most dreadful 

■ objects to our eyes, the roaring of the winds, 

* the dashing of the waves against the ship and 

* each other, formed a sound altogether as horrible 

* for our ears ; while our ship, sometimes lifted 

* up as it were to the skies, and sometimes sMfept 

* away at once as into the lowest abyss, seemed to 
*• be the sport of the winds and seas. The cap- 
' tain himself almost gave all for lost, and exprest 

* his Apprehension of being inevitably cast on the 
' rocks of ScilJy, and beat to pieces. And now, 

* while some on board were addressing themselves 

* to the Supreme Being, and others applying for 

* comfort to strong liquors, niy whole thoughts 

* were entirely engaged by my Amelia. A thou- 
^ sand tender ideas crowded into my mind. I can 
' truly say, that I had not a single consideration 

* about myself, in which she was not concerned. 

* Dying to me was leaving her; and the fear of 
< never seeing her more, was a dagger stuck in my 

* heart. Again, all the terrors with which this 

* storm, if it reached her ears, must fill her gentle 

* iniiid on.mjT account and the agonies vhich she 
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* must undergo, when she heard of my fsite, gave 
' me such intolerable pangs, that I now repent^ 

* my resolution, and wished, I own 1 wished, that 
' I had taken her advice, and preferred love and a 
' cottajie to all the dazzling charms of honour. 

' While I was tormenting myself with those me- 
' ditations, and had concluded myself as certainly 
' lost, the master came into tlie cabin, and with a 
' cheerful voice, assured us that we had escaped 
' the danger, and that we had certainly past to the 
' westward of the rock. This was comfortable 
' news to all present ; and iny captain, who had 
' been some time on his knees, leapt suddenly up, 
' and testified his joy with a great oath. 

' A person unused to the sea would have been 
' astonished at the satisfaction which now discover^ 
' ed itself in the master or in any on board ; for 
' the storm still raged with great violence, and the 

* daylight which now appeared, presented us with 
' sights of horror suthcient to terrify minds which 

* were not absolute slaves to the passion of fear; 
' bat so great is the force of habit, that what in- 
' spires a landman with the highest apprehension 
' of danger, gives not the least concern to a sailor, 
' to whom rocks and quicksands are almost the 
' only object* of terror, 

* The master, however, was a little mijstaken in 

* the present instance ; for he had not left the cabin 

* above an hour, before my man came running tu 
' me, and acquainted me that the ship was half 

* full of water; that the sailors were going to hoist 
' out the boat and save themselves, and begged 
■ me to come that moment, along with hini, as I 
' tendered my preservation. With this account, 
J which was conveyed to me in a whisper, I ac- 
^ quainted both the captain and ensign ; and we all 

* together immediately mounted, the deck, whei'C 
^ we found the master making use of all his oia.4 
'- tory to persuade the sailors, that the ship was in 

* no danger;, and at the ;iame tinK empioying kH 
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*liis autlibrity to set the pumps a-going, which he 
' assured them would keep tne water under, and 
' save his tlear Lovely Peggy (for that was the 
' oaoie of the ship), which he swore he loved as 
' dearly as his own souL 

' Indeed this sufficiently appeared; for the leak 
' was so great, and the water flowed in so plenti- 
' fully, that his Lovely Peggy was half filled, be- 
' fore he could be brought to think of quitting 
■'her; but now the boat was brought alongside 
' the ship; and the master himself, notwithstand- 

* ing all his love for her, quitted his ship, and 
' leapt into the boat. Every man present attempt- 
.' ed to follow his example, when I heard the voice 
' of my servant roaring forth my name in a kind of 
f agony. I made directly to the ship side, but was 
' too late; for the boat, being already overladen, 

* put directly off. And now. Madam, I am gohig 

* to relate to you an instance of heroic affection in 
' a poor fellow towards liis master, to which love 
' itselfri even among persons of superior education, 
' can produce but few similar instances. My poor 
' man being unable to get me with liim into the 
,' boat, leapt suddenly into the sea, and swam back 

* to the ship ; and when I gently rebuked him for 
' his rashness, he answered. He chose rather to die 

* with me, than to live to carry the account of my 

* death to my Amelia; at the same time bursting 
'. into a flood of" tears, he cried, " Good Heavens ! 
" what will that poor lady feel when she hears of 
** this !" * Tliis tender concern for my dear iove 

* endeared the poor fellow more to me, than the 

* gallant inskince •^vhich he had just before given 
' of his aftection towards myself. 

■ ' And now, Madam, my eyes weie shocked with 

* a siglit, the horror of which can scarce be ima- 
' gined: for the boat had scarce got four hun- 
' dred yards from the ship, when it was swallowed 
; up by the merciless waves, which now ran so 

voj™ viir. T 
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' bigh, that out of the number of person* whicft 
' were io the boat none recovered the ship; though 
' many of them we saw miserably perish befort 
' our eyes, some of them very near us, without any 

* possibility of giving them the least assistance. 

' But whatever we felt tor them, we felt, I he- 
' lieve, more for ourselvesj expecting every minutd 
' when we should share the same fete. Among th6 
' rest, one of our officers appeared quite stupified 
' with fear. I never, indeed, saw a more miserable 
' example of the great power of that passion: I 

* must not, however, omit doing him justice, by 
' saying, that I afterwards saw the same man be- 

* ha^T well in an engagement, in which he was 
' wounded. Though there likewise he was said td 

* have betrayed the same passion of fear in his 

* countenance. 

'The otlier of our officers was no less stupified 
' (if I may so express myself) with fool-hafdmess, 

* and seemed almost insensible of his danger. To 
' say the truth, I have, from this and some other 

* instances which I have seen, been almost inchned 

* to think, that the courage as well as cowardice of 
• ' fools proceeds from not knowing what is or what 

' is not the proper object of fear; indeed, we may 
' account tor tne extreme hardiness of some men, 
*. in the same manner as for the terrors of children 

* ata bugbear. The child knows not but that the 
' bugbear is the^jroper object, of fear, the biock- 
' head knows not that a cannon ball is so. 

. ' As to the remaining part of the ship's crew,' 

* and the soldiery, most of them were dead drunk; 
' and the jest were endeavouriag, as fast as they 
' could, to prepare for death in the same manner. ' 

' 1q this dreadful situation we were taught that 
'■ no human condition should inspire men with ab- 
' solute despair ; for as the storm had ceased for 
' some time, the swelling of the sea began consi- 

* rabJy to abate; and we now- perceived the man 
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* of war whicli convoyed us, at nb great distance 
' astern. Those aboard her easily percfijved our 
' distress, and made towards tis. When they came 
' pretty near, they hoisted out two boats to ouras- 

* sistance. These no sooner approached the ship, 
' that! they were instantaneously filled, and I my- 

* self got a place in one of theni, chiefly by tnd 
' aid of my honest servant, of whose fidelity td 
' me on all occasions I cannot speak or think too 
' highly. Indeed, I got into the boat so much the 

* more easily, as a grfcat number on board the ship 
' Were rendered, by drink, incapable of takifig any 
' care for themselveis. There was time, however, 
' for the boat to pass and repass ; so that when 
■' we came to call over names, three only, of all 
' that remained in the ship, after the loss of het 

* own boat, were missing. - 

- 'The captain, ensign, and myself were received 
' with many congratulations by our officers on 
' board the man of war— The sea officers too, aH 
' except the captain, paid us their compliment?, 
-' thoMgli these Were of the rougher kind, and not 
■* without several jokes on our escape. As for thfc 
' captain himself, 'We scarce saw him during many 
' hours ; and when he appeat^ed, he presented a 
' view of majesty beyond any that I had ever seen. 
' The dignity which he preserved, did indeed give 
' me rauier the idea of a. Mogul, or a Turkish 

* emperoi^ than of any of the monarchs of Chris- 
' tendom. To say the trirth, I could rescinble hh 
' walk on the deck to nothing but to the image of 

* Captain Gulliver strutting among the Lillibir- 
' tians; he seemed to think himself a being ot ati 
' order supetior to all around him, and. more espe*- 
' cially to us bf the land service. Nay, such waS 
' the behaviour of all the sea officers and sailot^ 
' to OS and our soldiers, that instead of appearing 
' to be subjects of the same 'prince, engaged in- 
' one quarrel, and joined to support one ciiuse',' 

T a 
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'we laadmeti father seemed to be captives on 
' board an enemy's vessel. This is a grievous 
' misfortune, and often proves bo fatai to the ser- 
' vice, tliat it is great pity some means could uot 
* be found of curing it.' 

Here Mr. Booth stopt a while, to take breath. 
We will tlieixfore give the same refreshment to the 
reader. 



Tke Arrival of Booth at Gibraltar, with what 
there bejel him. 

1 HE adventures,' continued Booth, ' which 
^ happetied to me from this day till my arrival at 
' Gibraltar, are not worth recounting to you. 
' After a voyage, the remainder of which was to- 
' lerably prosperous, we arrived in that garrison, 
' the natural strength of which is so well known 
' to the whole world. 

' About a week after my arrival, it was my for- 
' tune to be ordered on a sally-party, in which my 

* left leg was broke with a musket-ball,* and I 

* should most certainly have either perished niise- 
' rably, or must have owed my preservation to 

' some of the.enemy, had not my faithtid servant ■ 
.' carried n^ off on his shoulders^ and afterwards, 

* with the assistance of one of his comrades, 

* brought me back into the garrison. 

* The agony of my wound was so great, that it 
' threw me into a fever, from whence my surgeon 

* apprehended much danger. I now began a^in 
' to feel for my Amelia, and 'for myself on her ac- 

. ' count; and the disorder of my mind, occasioned 
' by such melancholy contemplations, very highly 

* aggravated thedistemperof my body; insomuch 
' that it Would probably have proved fatal, had it 
'not been for the friendship of one Captain James, 
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' ah officer of our regiment, and art old acquaint- 
' ante, who is undoiilitedly one of the pleasantest 
' companions, and one of the best-natured men in 
' the world. This worthy man, who had a head 
' and a heart perfectly adequate to every office of 
' friendship, stayed with me almost day and night 

* during Tny illness ; and by strengthening my 
' hopes, raising my spirits, and cheering my 
' thoughts, preserved me from destruction. 

* The behaviour of this man alone is a sufficient 
' proof of the truth of my doctrine, that all men. 
'act entirely from their passions; for Bob James 

* can never be supposed to act from any motive of 
' virtue or religion ; since he constantly laughs at 

* both ; and yet bis conduct towards me alone 

* demonstrates a degree of goodness, which, per- 
' haps, few of the votaries of ^ither virtue or re- 
' ligion can equaL' 

* You need not take much pains,' answered Miss 
Matthews, with a smile, ' to convince roe of your 

* doctrine. I have been always an advocate for 

* the same. I look upon the two words you raen- 
'■tion, to serve only as clokes under which hypo- 
' crisy may be the better enabled to cheat the 
' world. 1 have been of that opinion ever since I 
' read that charming fellow Mandevil.' 

' Pardon me. Madam,' answered Booth, 'I "hope 
'you do not agree with Mandevil neither, who 
' hath represented human nature in a picture of 
' the highest deformity. He hath left out of his 
' -system the best passion wliich the mind can pos- 
' sess, and attempts to derive the effects or ener- 

* gies of that passion, from the base impulses of 

* pride or fear. Whereas it is as certain that love 
'exists in the mind of man, as that its opposite 
' hatred dotli ; and the same reasons will equally 

* prove the existence of the one as the txistence of 

* the otlier.' 

' I doiVt know, indeed,' replied tl>e lady, ' I 
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' never thought much ^bout the matter. This I 

* know, that when I read Mandevil, I thought 
' all he said was true ; and I have been oflen told, 
' that he proves religion and virtue to be only 
' mere names. However, if lie denies there is any 

* such thing as love, 1 bat is most certainly wrong. 
' — I am afraid I can give him the lie niyseU'.' 

' I will join with you, Madam, in that,' an- 
swered Booth, ' at any time.' 

' Will you join with me?' answered she, look- 
ing eagerly at him — 'O Mr. Booth ! I know not 
' what I was going to say — What — Where did you 
' leave otF? — 1 would not interrupt you — but I am 
' impatient to know something.' 

'What, Madam?' cries Booth, ' If I can give 

* you any satisfaction. ' 

' No, no,' said she, * I must hear all, I would 
' not for the world break the thread of your story 
' — Besides, I am afraid to ask — Pray, pray. Sir, 
' go on.' 

' Well, Madam,' cries Booth, ' I think I was 
' mentioning the extfaordinary acts of friendship 
' done me by Captain James ; nor can I help titking 
' notice of the almost unparalleled fidelity of poor 
' Atkinson (tor that was my man's name), who 
' was not only constant in the assiduity of his at- 

* tendance, but, during the time of my danger, 
' demonstrated a concern for me which I can hard- 
' ly account for, as my prevailing on his captain 
' to make him a serjeant was the first favour he 

* ever received at my hands, and this did nothap- 
' pen till 1 was almost perfectly recovered of my 
' broken leg. Poor fellow ! I shall never forget 

* the extravagant joy his haiben gave him; I re- 

* member it the more, because it was one of the 
' happiest days of my own lite ; for it was upon 
'this day that I received a letter from-'mydear 
' Amelia, after a long silence, acquainting me that 
*. she was out of all dang-er from uer lying-in. 
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* * I was now oncfe more able td perform my duty ; 

* when (so unkind was the fortune of war) the 
^ second time I mounted the guard, I received a 
' violent contusion from the bursting of a bomb. 

* I was felled to the ground, where I lay breath- . 

* less by the blow, till honest- Atkinson came to 

* my assistance, and conveyed me to my room, 
J where a surgeon immediately attended me. 

' The injury I had now received was much more 

* dangerous in my surgeon's opinion than the 

* former; it caused me to spit blood, and was at- 
' tended with a fever, and other bad symptoms ; 
' so that very fatal consequences were appre- 
',hended. 

' In this situation, the image of my Amelia 

* haunted me day and night ; and the apprehen- 
^ sions of never seeing her more were eo mtoler- 
*■ able, that I had thoughts of resigning my com- 
' mission, and returning home, weak as I was, 
' that I might have, at least, the satisfaction of 
'dying in the arms of my love. Captain Jamesj 
'however, persisted in dissuading me from any 

* such resolution. He told me, my honour waa 

* too nmch concerned, attempted to raise my hopes 

* of recovery to the utmost of his power; but 
' chiefly he prevailed on me by suggesting, that 
'if the worst which I apprehended, should hap- 
' pen, it was much better for Amelia, that she 

* should be absent than present in so melancholy 
' an hour. " I know," cried he, " the extreme 
" joy which must arise in you from meeting again 
" with Amelia, and the comfort of expiring in her 
" arms; but consider what she herself must eivdure 
** upon the dreadful occasion, and you would not 
" wish to purchase any happiness at the price of 
*' so mnch pain to her." This argument, at lengtli, 

* prevailed on me; and it was after many long 

* debates resolved, that she should not even know 

* my present condition, till my doom either for 

* Ufe'or deatli was absolutely hxed.' 
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' Oh ! Heavens ! how great ! liow generous !' 
cried Misa Matthews. ' Booth, thou art a noble 
' fellow ; and I scarce think there is a woman upon 
* earth worthy so exalted a passion.' 

Booth made a modest answer to the compliment 
which Miss Matthews had paid him. This drew 
more civilities from the lady ; and tliese again 
more acknowledgements. All which we shall pasS 
by, and proceed with our history. 



CHAP. VI. 

Containing Matters which will please someRcaders. 

' 1 WO months and more, had I continued in a 

* state of uncertainty, sometimes with more flat- 

* tering, and sometimes with more alarming symp- 

* toms ; when one afternoon poor Atkinson came 
' running into my room, all pale and out of breath, 

* and be^ed me not to be surprised at his news: 
' I asked him eagerly what was the matter, and if 
' it waa any thing concerning Amelia ? 1 had 

* scarce uttered the dear name, when she herself 
' rushed into the room, and ran hastily to me,' 
' crying, '* Yes, it is, it is your Amelia herself!" 

* There is nothing so difficult to describe, and 

* generally ao dull when described, as scenes of 
' excessive tendemesst' 

' Can you think so T says Miss Matthews j 

* surely there is nothing so charming ! — O ! Mr: 

* Booth, our sex is d — ned by the want of tender- 

* ness in yours — O were they all like you — cer- 

* tair.ly no man was ever your equal.* 

* Indeed, Madam,' cries Booth, 'yon honour me 
' too much — But-^well— when the first transports 
' of our meeting were over, Amelia began gently 
' to chide me for having concealed my illness from 

* her; for in three letters which I had writ her 
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•since the accident hatl happened, therawas not 
' the least mention of it, or any hint given by 
' which she could possibly concWde I was nthgr' 

* wise than in perfect health. And when I had ex- 

* cused myself, by assigning the true reason, she 
'cried— "O Mr. Booth 1 and do y<(u know so 
" httle of your Amelia, as to think \ could or 
" would survive you ! — would it not be better for 
" one dreadful sight to break my heart allXt once, 
" than to break it by degrees?— O Billy ! can any 
" thing pay me for the loss of this embrace!"-. — '• 

* But I ask your pardon how ridiculous do^h 

' my fondness appear in your eyes !' 

' How often,' answered she, ' shall I assert the 

* contrary ? — —What would you have me say, 

* Mr. Booth ? shall I tell vou I envy Mrs. Booth 
' of all the women in the world? wpuld you he- 
' iieve me if I did? I hope you — What am I say- 

* ing:^— Pray make no fitrther apology, but go 

* on.' 

' After a scene,' continued he, ' too tender to be 
■• conceived by many, Amelia informed me, that 

* she had received a letter from an unknown hand, 

* acquainting her with my misfortune, and advi- 
'sing her, if she ever desired to see me more, to 

* come directly to Gibraltar. She said, she should 
'not liave delayed a moment, after receiving this 

* letter, had not the same ship brought her one 
' from nie written with rather more than usual 

* gaiety, and in which there was not the least men- 

* tion of my indisposition. This, she said, greatly 
' puzzled her and her mother, and the worthy di- 

* vine endeavoured to persuade her to give credit 
' to my letter, and to impute the other to a spe- 
' cies of wit with which the world greatly abounds. 

* This consists entirely in doing various kinds of 

* mischief to our fellow- creatures ; by belying one, 

* deceiving another, exposing a third, and draw- 
llagia a fourth to expose himself; in short, by 
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^making some the objects of laughter, othrra -of 

* contempt ; and indeed not seldom, by subject- 
'- ing them to very great iuconvenieocies, perhaps 
*■ to ruin, for the sake of a jest 

' Mrs. Harris and the doctor derived the letter 
*froin this species of vnt Miss Betty, however, 
' was of a different opinion, and advised poor 

* Amelia to apply to an officer whom the gDv^roor 
' had sent over in the same ship, by whom the re- 

* port of my ilirjess was so strongly confirmed; 
' that Amelia immediately resolved on her voyage. 

i ' I had a great curiosity to know the author of 
' this, letter; but not the least trace of it could be 
''discovered..Tiie only person with whom I lived 
.' in any great intimacy was Captain Jaraes ; and 
' he, &ladain, from wl~.t I have already told you, 
'you will think to be the last person t could susi 
' pect ; besides, he declared upon his honour, that 
' he knew nothing of the matter; and no man's 
' honour is, 1 believe, more sacred. There was 
. ' indeed an ensign of another regiment who knew 

* my wife, and who had sometimes visited me in 
' my illness; but be was a very unhkely man to 

* ioterest himself much in any ailairs which did 
' not concern him; and he too declared he knew 
'nothing of iti' 

' And did you never discoverthis secret ?' cried 
Miss Matthews. 

'Never to this day,' ansvered Booth. 

' I fancy,' said she, ' I could give a shrewd guess 

' What, so likely as that Mrs. Booth, when 

' you left her, should have given her foster-bro- 
' ther orders to send her word of whatever befel 
'- you ? — Yet stay— that could not he neitlicr; for 
' then she would not have doubted whether she 
' should leave dear England on the receipt of the 
'letter. — No, it must have been by some -othef 
'means! — yet that I own appeared extremely 
'. natural to me.; for if I had bepn left by such a 
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* -hiisbancl, I think I should have punned the tame 

' method.' 
■ ' No, Madam,' cried Booth, ' it must have been 

* convejxd by some other channel ; for my Ame- 

* ha, lam certain, was entirely ignorant of theman- 

* ner; and as for poor Atkinson, I am convinced 
' he would not have ventured to take such a step 
' without acquainting me. Besides, the poor fet- 
' low had, I believe, such a regard for my wife^ 

* out of gratitude tor the favours she hath done 
' his mother, that I make no doubt he was highly 
' rejoiced at her absence from my melancholy 
'scene. Well, whoever writ it, is a matter very 
' immaterial ; yet, as it seemed so odd and unac- 

* countable an incident, I could not help meution- 
'ingit. 

' From the. time of Amelia's arrival, nothing re- 
' markable haM>ened till my perfect recovery, un- 

* less I should observe her remarkable behaviour, 
*so full ofxare and tenderness, that it was perhaps 
'' without a parallel.' 

' O no, Mr. Booth,' cries the lady — ' It is fully 
'equalled, I am sure, by your gratitude. There 

* is nothing, I believe, so rare as gratitude in your 

* sex, especially in husbands. So kind a remem- 
^ brance is, indeed, more than a return to such an 
' obligation; for where is the mighty obligation 
' which a woman confers, who being possessed of 
' an inestimable jewel, is so kind to herself as to 
' be careful and tender of it ? I do not say this to 

/ lessen your opinion of Mrs. Booth. I have no 

* doubt but that she loves you as well as she is 
'capable. But I would not have you think so 
' meanly of our sex, as to imagine there are not a 
' thousand women susceptible of true tenderness 

' towards a meritorious man. Believe me, Mr. 

' Booth, if I h&d received such an account of an 
'accident having happened to such a husband, a 
' motlicr and a parson M'ould not have held me a 
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' moment. I should have leapt into the 6rst lish- 

* ing-boat I could have found, and bid defiance to 

' the winds and waves. Oh ! there is no true 

' tendemess but in a wonwin of spirit. I would 
' not be understood all this while to reflect on 
' Mrs. Booth. I am only defending the cause of 
' my sex; for, upon my soul, such compliments to 

' a wife are a satire on all the rest of womankind.' ■ 

' Sure you jest, Miss Matthews,* answered 
Booth, with a smile; 'however, if you please, V 

* will proceed in my story.' 



CHAP. VII. 



The Captain, continuing his Story, recounts some 
Particulars which, n-e doubt iiot, to many good 
.People, will appear unnatural. 

' J. WAS no sooner recovered from my indis- 

* position, than Amelia herself fell ill. This, I am 

* afraid, was occasioned by the fatigues which I 
' could not prevent her from undergoing on my 

* account,- for as my disease went otf with violent 
'sweats, during which the surgeon strictly or- 

* dered that I should lie by myself, my Amelia 
' could not be prevailed upon to spend many hours 
' in her own bed. punng my restless tits she 
f would sometimes read to me several hours to- 
' getlier; indeed, it was not without djtficulty that 
' she ever quitted my bedside. These fatigues, 
' added to the uneasiness of her mind, overpow- 

' ered her weak spirits, and threw her into one of . 
'the worst disorders that can possibly attend a 

* WGman. A disorder very common among tlie 
' ladies, and ouj- physicians have not agreed upon 
'its ffarne. SojUe tall it the fever on the spirits, 
'sopie'a rfei-vous fever, som^the vapours, .aud.souie 
' tjirhysterics.-" •. ■.'.. ■.. , 
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. ^ O say no more,' cries Miss Mktthcws ; ' I pity 

* you, I pity you from my soul. A man liad better 
' be plagued with all the curses of Egypt than with 
.' a vapourish wife.' 

'Pity me! Madam,' answered Booth, ' pity ra- 
' ther that dear creature, who, fiom licr love and 
•' care of my unworthy self, contracted a distemper, 
' the horrors of which are scarce to-be iniagiced. 
' It is, indeed, a sort of complication of all diseases 
' together, with aln)o&t madness added to tJiem. 
' 111 tiiis situation, the siege being at aa end,-, the 
.'governor gave me leaye to attend, (ny wife- to 
' Slontpelier, the air of which was judged to be 
.' most likely to restore her to health. Upon this 
■' occasion she wrote to hef mother to desire a rc- 
.' tiiittance, ami set foitli the melanoholy condition 
' of her bealthj and her necessity for money, in such 
.' terms as would have touched any bMsom not void 

* of humanity, though a stranger Eo the uuiiappy 
' sufferer. Her sister answered it, and. I bfUcve I 
' have a copy of the answer ia my pocket. I keep 
' it by me as a curiosity, and you would think it 
' more so, could I shew you my Apielia's letter. 
' He then searched liis pocket-book, and finding 
-' the letter among many others, lie read it in tlie 
.' following w:ord8 ;' 

" DEAH siatEE, 
"My mamma Jjeing muci( disordered, .hath 
" commanded Die to tell yoii,. slieis both shocked 
" and surprised at your extraordinary request, or, 
." as she chuses to call it, order tor money. You 
" know my dear-, she says, that your maTriagft 
'* with this red-coat man was entirely against her 
." consent, and the opinion of all your family (I 
" am sure I may here mciude niyseU" in that num- 
" her), and yet, after tliis fatal actof disobedience, 
" slie was prevailed on to rect'ive you as hei; child ; 
" no^ however, uqt are you so to understand it, 
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" as the fiivourite which you was before. She 
" forgave you ; but this was as a christian and a 
" parent ; still preserving in her own mind a just 
" sense of your disobedience, and a just resent- 
" ment on that account. And yet, notwithstand- 
" ing this resentment, she desires you to remem- 
" ber, that when you a second time ventured to 
" cppose her authority, and nothing would serve 
*' you but taking a ramble (an indecent one, I 
*' caii't help saying) after your fellow, she thought 
■" fit-to shew the excess of a mothers tenderness, 
" and furnished you with no less than fifty pouadi 
" for your foolish voyasfe. How can she then be 
" otherfl'itee than surprised at your present de- 
*' mand? which, should she he so weak to comply 
" with, she must expect to be every month repeat- 
" cd, in order to supply the extravagance of a 
" young rakish officer. — You Say she "Witt com- 
*' passionate your sufferings ; yesj surely she doth 
•'greatly compassionate them, and so do I too, 
'* though you was' neither so kind, nor so civil as 
" to suppose I should. But I forgive all your 
" slights to me, as well now as formerly. Nay, I 
*' not only forgive, but I pray daily for you. — Bu(^ 
*' dear sister,' what eouid yon expect less than what 
" hath happened ? you should have believed your- 
" friends, who were wiser and older than you. I 
" do not here mean myself) though I owh I am 
" eleven months and some odd weeks your supe- 
" rior; though, had I been younger, I might per- 
*' haps have been able to advise you ; for wisdom, 
"and what some may call beauty, do not always 
" go together. You will not be offended at this; 
"lor I know in your heart you have always held 
" yonr head above some people, whotti perhaps o- 
" ther people have thought better of; butwhy do 1 
*' mentimi wha-tl scorn sn much? — .No, my dearsis- 
" ter. Heaven forbid it sltould ever be said of me) 
"-that 1 yal«« mjself- sport my face-r-netbut ifi 
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^ could believe ften 'perhaps— -bu€ I hale and de- 
*' spise men — you know I do, my dear, and Iwish 
*' y.ou had despised them as much ; but jaeta'esi 

" alea, as the doctbr says. —You are to make 

" the best of your fortune ; what fortune I mean 
*' my mannna may please to give you, for you ' 
" know all is in her power. Let irie ad^^ise yoii 
*' theti to bring your mind 105001* cilcumstances, 
*' and refiiember (for I can't help writing it, as it 
*' is for your own good) the vapour's are a'distem- 
" per which very ill become a knapsack. Hemein- 
*' ber, my dear, what you have done, tcmenlber 
*' what my martma hath done, remenybet- fre have 
'' something of yours to keep, and do not coto- 
" sider yourself as- an only child — No, nor aS a 
'* favourite child ; but be pleased to remember, 

" Dear sister, 

'' Your most affectionate sister, 

" And most obedient humble serranf; 

" E. Hahbis.^ 

' O brave Miss Betty !' cried Miss Matthews, 

* I always held her in high esteem ; but I protest 
'she exceeds even what I could have expected 

* from her;' . ■ ' _ 

* This letter, Madam,' cries Bobth, ' you \yin 

* believe was an excellent cordial fOr my poof 
' wife's spirits. Sri dreadful indeed waS the effe'c|t 

* it had upon her, that as she had read it in xtiy 

* absence, I'found her at my return home in the 

* most violent fits ; and so long was it before she 
'recovei-ed her senses, that I despaired of thaf 
' blest event ever happening, and my own sertses 

* very narrowly escaped from being sacrificed to 
' my despair. However, she came at 'last td her; 

* self, and I began to" consider of every means. 6f 

* carrying her immediately to MontpeOef, which 
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was now become much more necessary than 
before. 

' Though I was greatly shocked at the barbarity 
of the letter, yet I apprehentitd no very iii con- 
sequence from it ; for as it wa^ believed all over 
the army that I had married a great fortune, I 
had received offers of money, if I Wanted it, from 
more than one. Intleed, I might haVe easily car- 
ried my wife to Montpciier at any time ; but she 
was extremely averse to the voyage, being de- 
sirous of our returning to England, as I had leave 
to do; and she grew daily so much better, that 
had it not been for the receipt of that cursed — 
which I have just read to you, I am persuaded 
she might have been able to return to England 
in the next ship. 

' Among others, there was a colonel in the gar- 
rison, who bad not only ofiered but importuned 
me to receive money of him ; I. now, therefore, 
repaired to him; and as a reason for altering my 
resolution, I produced the letter, and at the same - 
time acquainted him with the true state of my / 
affairs. The colonel read the letter, shook hi? 
head, and ai'ter some sileocei said; he was-forry 
1 had refused to accept his offer before; but that 
he had now soxrdered matters, and disposed of 
his money, that he had not a shilling left to 
spare from his own occasions.- 

' Answers of the same kind I had from several 
others; but not one penny could I borrow of 
any ; for. I have been since firmly persuaded, that 
tire honest colonel was not content with denying 
me himself, bat took effectual means, by spread- 
ing the secret I had so foolishly trusted him with, 
to prevent me from succeeding elsewhere ; for 
such is the nature of men, that whoever denies 
himself to do you a favour, is unwilling that it 
should be done to you by any other. 

' This was tli& first . time I had ever felt that 
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'. distress which arises from tfae-.wantpf money ; 
' a distress very dreadful indeed in a married state ; 

* for what can be more miserable than to see any 
' thing necessary for the preservation of a beloved 
' creature, and not be able to supply it ? 

' Perliaps you may wonder, Madam, that I have 
' not mentioned Captain James on this occasion ; 
' but he was at that time laid up at Algiers (whi- 
' ther he had been sent by the governor), in a fe- 

* ver. However, he returned time enough to supply 
' me, which he did with the utmost readiness, on 
'. the very first mention of ray distress ; and the 
■ good colonel, notwithstanding his having dis- 
' posed of his money, discounted the captain's 

* draft. You see, Madaim, an instance, m the 

* generous behaviour of my friend James, ho* 
' false are all universal satires against human kind. 
' He is indeed one of the worthiest men the world 
' ever produced. 

' But, perhaps, you will be more pleased still 

* with the extravagant generosity of my sergeant. 

* The day before the return of Mr. Jame^ the 
' poor fellow came to me, witii tears in his eyes, 
' and begged I would not be offended at what he 

* was going to mention. He then pulted a purse 
' from his pocket, which contained, he said, the 

* sum of twelve pounds, and which he begged me 
' to accept, crying, he was sorry it was not in his 
.' power to lend me wliatever I wanted. I was so 
•' struck with this instance of generosity and friend* 
' ship in such a person, that I gave him an oppor- 
' tunity of pressing me a second time, befpreT 
' made him an answer. Indeed, I was greatly suf- 
' prised how he came to be worth that little sum, 

* and no less at his being acquainted with my own 
' wants. In both whi,ch points he presently satis- 
' fietl me. As to the first, it seems he had plundered 
' a Spanish officer of fifteen pistoles ; and as to the 

• ^ second, he confessed he had it from my wife's 

VOL. VIII. V 
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' maid, who had overheard some discourse be- 
' tween her mistress and me. Indeed people, I 
' believe, always deceive themselves, who imagine 
' tlicy can conceal distrest circumstances front 
' tlieir servants j for these are always extremely 
' quicksighted on such occasions.' 

' Good Heaven !' cries Miss Matthews, ' how 
' astonishing is §uch behaviour in so low a fellow !' 

' I thought so myself,' answered Booth; ' and 
' yet 1 know not, on a more strict examination into 

* the matter, why we should be more surprised to 
' see greatness of mind discover itself in onedegre^ 
< or rank of life, than in another. Love, bieoe- 
' volence, of what you will please to call it, may 
' be the reigning passion in a beggar as well as in 
' a prince ; and wherever it is, its energies will be 

* the same. 

* To confess the truth, I am afraid we often 

* compliment what we call upper life, with toO 
' much injustice, at the expense of the lower. As 
' it is no rare thing to see instances which degrade 
' human nature in persons of the highest birth 

* and education, so I apprehend, that examples of 

* whatever is really great and good, have beeu 

* sometimes found amongst those who have wantied 
' all such advantages.. In reahty, palaces, I make 
'no. doubt, do sometimes contain nothing but 

* dreariness and darkness, and the sun of righte- 
' oiisness hath ahoue forth with ^11 its glory in a. 
' cottage.' 
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CHAP. yiu. 

The Story of Booth continued. ■ 

^1. R. Booth thus went on : 

' We now took leave of the garrison, antlhav- 
' ing landed at MarseiHesf arrived at Montpeiier, 
' without any thing happening to us wortli re- 
' membrance, except the extreme sea-sickness of 
'vpoor Ameha ; but I was afterwards well repaid 
' for the terrors which it occasioned me, by the 

* good consequences which attended it ; for I bc- 

■' lieve it contributed even more than the air of^ 
'Montpeiier, to the perfect re- establishment of 
' her health.' 

' I askyouT pardon, for interrupting you,' cries 
MisS Matthews, ' but you never satisfied me whe- 
' ther yon took the sergeant's money. — -You 
'have made nw half in love with that charming 
' fellow.' 

' How can you imagine, Madam,' answered 
Bcioth, ' I should have taken from a poor fellow 

* what was of so little consequence to me, and at 

* thesame time of so much to him ?- — -^Perhaps, 
'now, you will tierive this from the passion of 
' pride.' 

• ' Indeed,' says she, ' I neither derive it from the 
' passion of pride, nor from the passion of folly : 
' but methinks you should have accepted the offer, 

* and I am convinced you hurt him very much 
' when you refused it. But pray proceed in your 
' story.' Then Booth went on as follows : 

' As Amelia recovered her health and spirits 
' daily, we began to pass our lime very pleasantly 
'at AJontpelier; for the greatest eneroy to the 
' French will acknowledge, that they are-the best 
' people in the world to Hve amongst for a, little 

* while. In some countries it is almost as easy to 

u 2 '^ , 
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' get a good estate as a good acquaintance. In 

* England, particularly, acquaintance is of almost 
' as slow growth as an oak ; so that the age of man 

* scarce suffices to bring it to any pCFfection, and 
' families seldom contract any great intimacy till 

* the third, or at least the second generation. So 
' shy indeed are we English of letting a stranger 
' into our houses, that one would imagine we re- 
' garded all such as thieves. Now the french are 
' the very reverse. Being a stranger among them 
' entitles you to the betterplace, and to the greater 
' degree of civility ; and if you wear but the ap- 
' pearance of a gentleman, they never suspect you 
'are not one. Their frienddiip indeed seldom ex- 

* tends so far as their purse; nor is such friendship 

* usual in other countries. To say the truth, po- 
' liteness carries friendship far enough in the ordi- 
' nary occasions of life, and those who want this 
'-accomphshment, rarely make amends for it by 
'their sincerity; for bluntness, or rather nide- 

* ness, as it commonly deserves to he called, is 
' not always so much a uiark of honesty as it is 
'taken to be. 

■ 'The day after our arrival we became acquainted 

* with Mods. Bagillard. He was a Frenchman of 
' great wit and vivacity, with a greater share of 

* learning tlian gentlemen are usually possessed of. 
. ' As he lodged in the same house with us, we were 

' immediately acquainted, aud I liked his conver- 
' sation so well, that I never thought I had too 
f much of his company. Indeed, I spent so much 
i*. of my time with him, that Amelia (I know not 
; whetiier I ought to mention it) grew uneasy at 
' our faiiiiharity, and complained of my being too 

* Httle with her, from my violent fondness for my 

* new acquaintance ; for our conversation turning 
' chiefly upon books, and principally I^tiu ones 
' (for we read several of the classics together), she 

* could have but little entertainment by being with 
' us. When vay wife had -oace taken it into her 
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' head that she was deprived of my company by 
' M. Bagillard, it was impossible to change her 
' opiDion ; and though I now spent more of my 
' time with her than I had ever done before, she 
' still grew more and more dissatisfied, till, at last, 

* she very earnestly desired me to quit my lodg- 
' ings, and insisted upon it with more vehemence 

* than I had ever known her express before. To 
-' say the truth, if that excellent woman could ever 

* be thought unreasonable, I thought she was so 

* on this occasion. 

* But in what light soever her desires appeared 
' to me, as they manifestly arose from an aftectton 

* of which I had daily the most endearing proofe, 
' I resolved to comply with her, and accordingly 
' removed to a distant part of the town ; for It is 
' my opinion, that we can have hut little love for 

. * tlie person whom we will never indulge in an un- 

* reasonable demand. Indeed, I was under a dif- 
' ficulty with regard to Mons. Bagiliard ; for as I 
' could not possibly communicate to him the true 

* reason for quitting my lodgings ; so I found it as 

* difficult to deceive him by a counterfeit one ; be*- 
■* sides, I was apprehensive I should have little less 

* of his company than before. I could, indeed, 
' have avoided this dilemma by leai'ing Mont- 
' pelier ; for Amelia had perfectly recovered her 
'health; but 1 had faithmliy promised Captain 

* James to wait his return from Italy, whither he 
' was gone M>me time before from Gibraltar; nor 

.' was It proper for Amelia to take any long jour- 

* tity, she being now near six months gone with 
'child. 

* This difficulty, however, proved to be less than 

* I had imagined it; for my French friend, whe- 

* ther he suspected any thing from my wife's be- 

* haviour, though she never, as I observed, shewed 
' him the least incivility, became suddenly as cold 
*on his side. After our leaving the lodgings, he ' 
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' never made above two or tliree formal visits; in- 

* deed, his time was soon after entirely taken up 

* by an intrigue with a certain coimtess, whieh 
' blazed all over Montpelier. 

' We had not been long in our new apartments 
' before an English officer arrived at Montpelier, 
' and came to lodge in tlie same house with us. 

* This gentleman, whose name was Bath, was of 

* the rank of a major, and had so much singula- 

* rity in his character, that, perhaps, you never 

* heard of any Mice him. He was far from having 
' any of those bookish qualifications, which had 
' before caused my Amelia's disquiet. It is true, 
'his discourse generally turned on matters of no 

* feminine kind ; war and martial exploits being 

* the ordinary topics of his conversation; how- 
' ever, as he had a sister with whom Amelia w;is 
' greatly pleased, an intimacy presently grew be- 
' tween us, and we four lived m one iamily. 

'The major was a great dealer in the marvel- 
' lous, and was consiantly the little hero of his 
' own tale. This made him very entertaining to 
' Amelia, who, of all persons in the world, hath 
' the truest taste and enjoyment of the ridiculous; 
' for whilst no one sooner discovers it in the cha- 
' racter of another, no one so well conceals her 
' knoM'ledge of it from the ridiculous person, I 
' cannot help mentioning a sentiment of hers on 
■ this head, as I think it doth her great lionour. 
" If I had the same neglect," said she, " tor ri- . 
'* diculons people with the generahty of the world, 
" I should rather think them the objects of tears 
"than laughter; but, in reahty, I have known 
" several who, in soaie parts of their characters, 
> ■" have been extremely ridiculous, in others have 
*' been altogether a.s amiable. For instimcc," said 

* she, " Here is the major, who tells us of many 
*' things which he has never seen, and of others 
** whjchhe hath never done, and both ip tlie most 
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" extravagant excess ; and yet how amiable is his 
" beha,vJour to his poor sister, whom he hath not 
" oa\y brought over hither for her healtli, at his 
" own expense, but is come to bear her c6m- 
" pany." I believe, Madam, I repeat her very 
' words ; for I am very apt to remember whac she 

* says. 

' Vou will easily believe, from a circumstance 
' I have just mentioned in the major's favour, es- 
' peciajly when I have told you that his sister was 
' one of the best of girls, that it was entirely ne- 
' cessary to hide from her all kind of laughter at 
' any part of her brother's behaviour. To say 
' the truth, this was easy enough to do ; for the 
' poor girl was so blinded with love and gratitude, 
' and so highly honoured and reverenced her hio- 
' ther, that she had not the least suspicion that 
' there was a person in the world capable of 
' laughing at him. 

* Indeed, I am certain she never made the least 
' discoveiy of our ridicule; for I am well con- 
' vinced she would have resented it ; for besides 
■*^the love she bore her brother, she had a little 
' f\miiy pride, which would sometimes appear,- 
' T6> say the truth, if she had any fault, it was 
' that «i" vanity, but she was a very good girt 

* upon the whole; and none 6f us are entirely 
' free from faults.' 

' You are a good-natured fellow, Will,' answer- 
£i\ Miss Matthews; ' but vanity is a fault of the 
' first magnitude in a woman, and often the occa- 

* sion of many others,' 

To this Booth made no answer; but continued 
bis slory. 

' In this company we passed two or three months - 
' very agreeably, till the major and I both betook 

* ourselves to our several nurseries; ray wife being 
' brought to bed of a girl, and Miss Bath confined 
' to her chamber by a suiteit, which had like to 
■• have ocpasoned her death.' 
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Here Miss Matthews burst into a loud laugh, of 
which, when Booth asked the reason, she said, she 
could not forbear at the thoughts of two such 
nurses: 'And did you really,' says she, * malce 
' your wife's caudle yourself?' 

' indeed. Madam,' said he, ' I did ; and do you 
' think that so extraordinary r' 

' Indeed I do,' answered she; ' I thought the 
' best husbands had looked on their wives lying-in 
' as a time of festival and jollity. What! did you 
' not even get drunk in the time of your wife's 
' delivery ? tell me honestly how you employed 
' yourself at this time.' 

' Why, then, honestly,' replied he, ' and in de- 
' fiance of your laiightei-, I lay behind her bolster, 
'and supported her in my arms; and upon my 
' soul, I believe I felt more pain in my mind than 
' she underwent in her body. And now answer me 
' as honestly ; Do you really think it a proper 
' time of mirth, when the creature one loves to . 

* distraction is undergoing the most racking tor- 
' mcnts, as well as in the most imminent danger? 

' and but I need not express any more tender 

' circumstances.' 

' I am to answer honestly,' cried she — — ' Yes, 
' and sincerely,' cries Booth — ' Why, then, ho- 
' ncstly and sincerely,' says she, ' may I never 

* see Heaven, if I don't think you an angel of si 
' man.' 

'Nay, Madam,' answered Booth, — 'but, in- 
' deed, you do me too much honour, there are 
' many such husbands — Nay, have we not an ex- 
' atnple of the like tenderness in the major ? though 
' as to him, I believe, I shall make you laugh. 

* While my wife lay in, Miss Bath being extremely 
' ill, I went one day to the door of her apartment, 
' to inquire after her liealth, as well as for the 
' major, whom I had not seen during a whole 
' week. I knocked softly at the door, and being 
',bid to open it, I found the major in his sister's 
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* antlchamber warming her posset. His dress was 

* certainly whimsical enough, having on a wo- 
' man's bedgown, and a very dirty flannel nlght- 
' cap, which being added to a very odd person 

* (for be is a verj' awkward thin man, near seven 
' feet high) might have formed, in the opinion of 

* most men, a veiy proper object of laughter. The 

* major started from his seat at my entering into 

* the room, and with much emotion, and a great 
' oath, cried out, " Is it you. Sir?" I then in- 

* quired after his and his sister's health. He an- 

* swered. That his sister was better, and he was 
' very well, " though I did not expect. Sir," cried 
' he, with not a httle confusion, " to be seen by 
" you in this situation." I told him, I thougirt 

* it impossible he could appear in a situation more 
' becoming his character. " You do notr" an- 

* svvered he. " By G^ — I am very much obliged 
" to you for that opinion ; but, I believe, Sir, 
" however my weakness may prevail on me to 
'* descend from it, no man can be more con- 
" scions of his own dignity than myselK" His 

* sister then called to him from the inner room ; 

* upon which he rang the bell for her servant, and 
' then after a stride or two across the room, he 
' said, with an elated aspect, " I would not have 
"you think, Mr. Booth, because you have caught 
" me in this deshabille, by coming upon me a little 
" too abruptly, I cannot help saying a little too 
" abruptly, that I am my sister's nurse. I know 
" better what is due to the dignity of a man, and 
" I have shewn it in a line of battle. — -~I think 
" I have made a figure there, Mr. Booth, and be- 
" coming my character; by G— I ought not to 
" be despised too much, if my nature is not totally 
" without its weaknesses." He uttered this, and 
' some more of the same kind,, with great m^csty, 

* or, as he called it, dignity. Indeed, he used some 

* hard words that I did not understand: for all 
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' his words are not to be found in a dictionary. 
' Upon tlie whole, I could not easily vefrain from 
' laiiglutr; liowtver, I conquered myself, and soon 
' after retired from him, astonished that it waa 
. ' possible for a man to possess true goodness, and 
' be, at the same time, ashamed of it 

' But if I was surprised at what had past at this 

* visit, how much more was I surprised the next 
' morning, when he came very early to my cham- 
' ber, and told me he liad not been able to sleep 

* one wink at what had past between us ! " There 
*' were some words of yours," says he, " which 
" must be furtlier explained before we part. You 
" told lue, Sir, when you found me iu that situa- 
" lion, which I cannot bear to recollect, that yo" 
'* thought I could not appear in one more bpcom- 
" ing my character; these were the words, I sliall 
*' never forget them. Do you imagine that there 
". is any of tlie dignity of a man wanting in my 
" character? do you think that I have, during my 
" sister's illness, btthaved with a weakness ihat sa- 

. " vours too much of eifeminacy ? I know how 
" much it is beneath a man to whine and whimper 
" about a trifling girl as well as you, or any man ; 
" and if my sister had died, I should have behaved 
" like a man on the occasion. I would not have 
" you think I confined myself from company 
" merely upon her account. I was very much 
" disordered myself. And when you surprised 
" me in that situation, I repeat again, in that si- 
" tuation, her nurse had not left the room three 
" minutes, and I was blowing the fire for fear it 
" should have gone out," — In this manner he ran 
' on almost a quarter of ;ui hour, before he would 
' suffer nic to speak. At last, looking stedfastly 
' in' his face, I asked him, if I must conclude that 
' lie was in earnestr " In earnest," says he, re- 

* peating my word:*, '* Do you then take my clja-' 
'' racfer for a jest?" — I^ookee, Sir, said I, yejy 
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* gravely, I think we know one another very well; 
' and I have do reason to suspect you should itn- 

* pute it to ftar, when I tell you, I was so far from 

* intending to aifront you, that I meant you one 

* of the highest compliments. Tenderness for wo- 

* men is so far from lessening, that it proves a true 

* manly character. The manly Brutus shewed the 
,' utmost tenderness to his Portia; and the great 
' king of Sweden, the hravest, and even fiercest ot 
' men, shut himself up three whole days in the 
' midst of a campaign, and M'ould see no company 

* on the death of a favourite sister. At these 

* words, I saw his features soften ; and he cried 
' out, " D — n me, I admire the king of Sweden 
" of ail the men in the world; and he- is a rascal 
" that is ashamed of doing any thing which the 
*' king of Sweden did. — And yet if any king of 
" Sweden in France was to tell me that his sister 
" had more merit than mine, by G — I'd knock 
" his brains about his ears. Poor little Betsey ! 
" she is the honestest, worthiest girl that ever was 
"born. Heaven be praised, she is recovered ; for, 
*' if I had lost her, I never should have enjoyed 
" another happy moment." In this manner he ran 

* on some time, till the tears began to overflow 

' which, when he perceived, he stopt; per- 

*haps he was unable to go on; for he seemed 
' almost choked ; — after a short silence, however, 
' having wiped his eyes with his handkerchief, he 

' fetched a deep sigh, and cried, " I am ashamed , 
"you should see this, Mr. Booth; but d — n me, 
" nature will get the better of dignity." I now 
' comforted him with the example of Xerxes, as 
' I had before done with that of the king of 

* Sweden; and soon after we sat down to hreak- 
' fast together with much cordial friendship; for 
' I assure you, with all his oddity, there is not a 

* better-natured man in the world than thje major.' 

' Good-natured, indeed 1' cries Miss Matthews, 
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with great scorn. — ' A fool ! how can you liientioil 
' such a fellow with coinmeii<tationr' 

Booth spoke as much as lie could in defence of 
liis friend ; indeed, he liad represented hiin in as 
favourable a lit^ht as possible, and had particu- 
larly left out those hard words, with which, as 
he liath observed a little before, the major inter- 
larded his discourse. Booth then proceeded as 
in the next chapter. 



CHAP. IX. 

Conta'mhig •cert/ extraordinary Matters. 

' iVlrSS Bath,' continued Booth, * now reco- 

* veved so fast, that she was abroad as soon as 

* my Mite. Our little partie quari-^e beji^an to 

* grow agreeable again ; and we mixed with the 
' company of the place more than we had done 
' before. Mons, Bagillard now again renewed his 

* intimacy, for the countess, his mistress, was gone- 

* to Paris ; at which my wife, at first, sliewed no 

* dissatisfaction ; and I imagined, that, as she had 
' a friend and companion of her own sex (for Miss 

* Bath and she had contracted the highest fond- 

* iit'ss for each other) that she would the less miss 

* my company. However, I was disappointed in 

* this expectation ; for she soon began to express 
' her former uneasiness, and her impatience for 
' the arrival of Captain James, that we might en- 
' tirety quitMontpeiier. 

• I could not avoid conceiving some little dis- 
' pleasure at this humour of my wife, which I was 

* forced to think a little unreasonable.^" A little, 
" do you call it," says Miss Matthews, " Good 
"Heavens! what a husband are you!" — HOw 
'little worthy,' answered he, 'as you will say 
'hereafter, of suCh a wife Sa my Amelia. Oufc 
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■' ^ay as we were sitting together, I heard a violent 
'scream; upon which my wife, starting up, cried 

* out, " Sure that's Miss Bath's voice," and iranie- 

* (Uately ran towards the chamber whence it pro- 

* ceeded. I followed her; and when we arrived, 

* we thtre beheld the most shocking siglit imagi- 

* nable; Miss Bath lying dead on the floor, and 
" the major all bloody kneeling by her, and roar- 
' ing out for assistance. Amelia, though she was 
'' herself in iittlc better condition than her friend, 

* ran hastily to her, bared herneck, and attempted 

* to loosen her stays, while I ran up and down, 
' scarce knowing what 1 did, calling for water and 
' cordials, and dispatching several sei'\ants one 
' after another for doctors and surgeons. 

; ' Water, cordials, and all necessary implements 

* being brought, Miss Bath was, at length, reco- 
i verM, and placed in her chair, when die- major 

* seated himself by her. And now the young lady 

* being restored to life, the major, who, till then, 
' had engaged as little of his own, as of any other 
' person's- attention, became the object of all out 

* considerations, especially his poor sister's, whd 
'' had no sooner recovered sufficient strength, than 
'she began to lament her brother, crying out, 
' that he was killed ; and bitterly bewaiUiig her 
'fate, in having revived from her swoon to behold 
' so dreadful a spectacle. While Amelia applied 

* herself to sooth the agonies of her fiiend, I be- 

* gan to inquire into the condition of the naajor. 

* In which I was assisted by a surgeon, who now 
' arrived. — The major declared with great cbeer- 
' fulness, that he did not apprehend his wound tr> 

* be in the least dangerous, an<l therefore begged 

* his sister to be comforted, saying, he was con- 
' vinced the surgeon would soon give her the same 

* assurance; but that go6d man was not so liberal 
' of assurances as the major liad expected; for as 

* soon as lie had probed tlic wound, he affocdcd 
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' no more than hopes, declaring that it was a very 
' ugly wound ; but added, by way of consolation, 
' that he had cured many mach woree. 
' When the major was drest, his sister seemed 

* to possess his whole thoughts, and all his care 

* was to relieve her grief. He solemnly protested; 
' that it was no more than a flesh wound, and not 

* very deep, nor could, as he apprehended, be in 
' the least dangerous ; and as for the cold expres- 
' sions of the surgeon, he very well accounted for 
' them from a motive too obvious to be mentioned; 

* — From these declarations of her brother; and 

* the interposition of her friends, and, above all, 
'I. believe, from that vast vent which she had 
' given to her fright, Miss Bath seemed a little 
'pacified: Amelia, therefore, at last prevailed; 
' and as terror abated, curiosity became, the supe- 

* rior passion. I therefore now began to inquire 
' what had occasioned that accident whence aH 
' the uproar arose. 

. ' The major took me by the hand, and iookiDg 

* very kindly at me, said, "My dear Mr. Booth; 
" I must begin by asking your pardon ; for I have 
"done you an injury, for which nothing but th6 
'' height of friendship in me can be an excusej 
"and therefore nothing but the height of friend- 
** ship in you can forgive." This preamble, Ma- 
' dam, you will easily believe, greatly alarmed all 

' the company, but especially me. 1 answere<i; 

'dear major, I forgive you, lefitbe whatit will; 
' but what is it possible you can have done to-in- 
•jure me ? "That," replied he, " whicji I am coo^ 
" vinced a man of your honour and dignity of 

"nature, by G must conclude to be one of 

" the highest injuries. I have taken out of yout 
" own hands the doing youftelf justice: I aiii 
"afraid I have killed the man wKo Hath injujed 
*' your honour. I mean that villain' Bj^illaid^^ 
" but I-€3inK)f proceed;' for jou^JMadam,*' said 
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* he to my wife, " are conccrnecl ; and T knoiv" 
" what is due to the dignity of your sex."~Ame- 
' ha, I observed, turned pale at these words, but 
'eagerly begged him to proceed. — "Nay, Ma- 
' dam," answered he, " if I am commanded by a 
" lady, it ia a pait of my dignity to obey."' He 

* then proceeded to tell us, tliat Bagillard, had 
^ railied him upon a supposition that he was pur- 
' suing my wife with a view of gallantry ; telling 
'hira, that he could never succeed; givingljints 
' that if it had been possible, lie should have suc- 
'ceeded himself; and ending with eallitig my 
' poor Amelia an accomplished prude; upon which 
' the major gave Bagillard a box on the ear, and 

* both immediately drew their sVords. 

' The major had scarce ended his speech, when 
' a servant came into the room, and told nie there 
' was a friar below who desired to speak with me 

* in great haste. I shook the major by the hanil, 
' and told him I not only forgave him, but was 
' ejttremely obliged to his friendship.; and then 

* going to the friar, I found that he was Bagil- 

* iard's confessor, from whom he came to me, with 
' an earnest desire of seeing me, that he might ask 
' my pardon, and receive my forgiveness before 
' he died, for the injury he had intended me. My 

* wife at first opposed my going, from some sud- 
' den fears on my account; but when she was 
' convinced they were groundless, she consented. 

' I found Bagillard in his bed ; for the major's 

* sword had passed up to the very hilt through his 
' body. After having very earnestly asked my 

* pardon, he made me mauy compliments on the 
' possesfiifxt of a woman, who, joined to the most 
' exquisite beauty, was mistress of the most im- 

* pregnable virtue ; as a proof of which, he ac- 
' knowledged the veliemence as well as ill success 
' of his attempts ; zrtA to make Amelia's virtqe 
' appear the brighter, hia vanity waft so predoaU- 
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* nant, he could not forbear running over the 

* names of several women of fashion who hatl 

* yielded to his passion, which, he said, had never 
' raged so violently for any other as for my poor 

* Amelia ; and that this violence, which he had 

* found wholly unconquerable, he hoped would 
' procure hb pardon at my hands. It is unne- 

* cessary to mention what I said on the occasion. 
' I assured him of my entire forgiveness ; and so 
' we parted. To say the truUi, I afterwards 
' thought myself almost obliged to him for a meet- 
' ing with Amelia, the most luxuriously delicate. 
' that can be imagined, 

* I now ran to my wife, whom I embraced with 
' raptures of love and tenderness. When the first 
' torrent of tJiese was a little abated, " Contess 
" to me, my dear," said she, "could your good- 
" ness prevent you from thinking me a little un- 
" reasonable in expressing so much uneasiness at 
*' the loss of your company, while I ought to have. 
*' rejoiced in the thoughts of your being so well 
" entertained ? I know you must; . and then con- 
" sider what I must have felt, while I knew I was 
" <I"aily lessening myself in your esteem, and 
" forced into a conduct, which I was sensible must 
*' appear to you, who was ignorant of my motive, 
" to be mean, vulgar, and selfish. And yet, wliat 
" other course had I to take, with a man whom do 
" denial, no scorn could abash? — But if this was a. 
" cruel task, how much more wretched still was 
" the constraiut I was obliged to wear in his pre- 
" sence before you, to shew outward civility to the 
*' man whom my soul detested, for fear of any 
" fatal consequence from your suspicion; and this 
" too, while I was afraid he would construe it to 
" be an encouragement? — Po you .not pity your 
" poor Amelia when you reflect on her situation?" 
' — Pity !' cried I, ' my lore !, is pity an adequate 

* expression for esteem, for adoration?-^ ^Jut how. 
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ttiy love, could he carry this on so secretly — by 
' letters ?' " O no, he offered me many ; but I 
" never would receive but one, and that I returned 
" him. Good G — Iwould not have such a letter 
*' in my possession for the universe, I thought my 
" eyes contaminated with reading it." — ' O brave;' 
cried Miss Matthews, ' heroic, I protest. 

' Had I A vish ttint did not bear 
' Tlie stamp niid image of my dear, 
' I'd pierce my heart through ev'ry vein, 
• And die to let it out again.' 

' And can you really,' cried he, ' laugh at so 

* much tenderness ?' ' I laugh at tenderness ! O 

* Mr, Booth !' answered she, 'Thou knowest but 
' Kttle of Calista.* 'I thought formerly,' cried he, 

* I knew a great deal, and thought you, of all wo- 

' men in the world, to have the greatest of all 

'women !' — 'Take care, Mr. Booth,' said she. 

' By Heaven ! if you thought so, you thought 
' truly. But what is the object of my tenderness 

'^^such an object as ' ' Well, Madam,' sayS' 

lie, ' I hope you wilt find one.' ' I thank you 

* for that hope, however,' says she, ' cold as it is. 

* But pray go on with your story/ which command 
he immediately obeyed. 
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CHAP. X. ■ . - 

Containing a Letter of a very curidus Kinit. 

' 1 HE major's wound,* continued Booth, * wgj , 

* really as slight as he believed it ; so that in a very 

* few days he was perfectly well; nor was Bagil- 
' lard, though run through the body, long appre- 
' bending to be in any danger of liis life. The 
' major then tookme aside, and wishing me heartily 
*joy of Bagillard's recovely, told me, I should 

* now, by the gift (as it were) of Heaven, have 

* SVL opportunity of doing myself justice. I an- 
' Swered, I could not think of any such tiling ; for 

* that when I imagined he was on his death- bed, . 
' I had heartily and sincerely forgiven him. " Very 
*' right," replied the major, " and consistent with, 
"your honour, when he was on his death-bed; 
" but that forgiveness was only conditional, and. 
■" is revoked by his recoveiy." I told him, I ceuld 
'not possibly revoke it; for that my anger was. 

* really gone.-.-" What hath anger," cried he, " to 
"do with the matter? the dignity of my nature. 
" hath been always my reason for drawing ray 
"sword; and when that is concerned, I can as, 
" readily fight with the man I love, as with the 

-" man I hate." — I will not tire you with the repe- 

* tition of the whole argument, in which the-ma- 
* Jor did not prevail ; and I really believe^ I sunk 
'a little in his esteem upon that account, till Cap- 
' tain_ James, who arrived soon after, again perr. 

* fectly reinstated rte in his favour. 

'^' When the captain was come, th^re remained, 
''Ho cause of our longer stay at Montpelier ; for, 
*"4s io 'my wife,' she was in a better state of health, 
*tfiSn I had ever known her; and MissBa,th hJui. 
'not onJy^ recovered her health, but her bloofli,. 
•^ ati^d jfbrii, a pak skeleton was become a plumps. 
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* hand^soine, ybutig woman. James was again my 
' cashier; for, fir from receiving aoy reaiittance, iC 

* was now a long time since I had- received any 
' letlierfrom-Engtand, though both myself andniy 
' dearAmelia had written several, both to my mo- 

* ther and sister ; and now, at our departure from 

* Montpelier, I bethought myself of writing to my 
' good friend the doctor, acquainting him with 
' our journey to Paris, whither I desired he would 
' direct his answer. 

"' At Paris we all arrived, without encountering- 
' any adventure on the road worth relating ; nor 

* did any thingof consequencehappen liere during 
' the first fortnight ; for as you know neither Cap- 

* tain James nor Miss Bath, it is scarce worth tell- 

* ing you, that an affection, which afterwards 

* ended in a marriage, began now to appear be- 
' tween them, in which it may appear odd to yoa 

* that I made the first discovery of tiie lady's flamej 
- ' and my wife of the captain's. 

* The seventeenth day after our arrival at Paris, 
'I received a letter from the doctor, which I have 

* in my pocket-book ; and, if you please, I will 

* read it you,; for I would not willingly d^ any 
' injury to his words.' 

llie lady, you may eawly believe, desired to 
hsajr the letter, amt Booth read it as follow^ i 

■^' Jf^ DEAR CHILDBIET, 

■ r'oR I wiU BOW call you so, as you ha*e, 
" neUfi^r of ypu now any other parent in this 
"world.' Of this melancholy news I should ha^-e 
"sent yoii earlier notice, if I had thought you ■ 
I'-'itgnqrsnt of it, or indeed if I had known whither 
"to have written. If your sister hath receiTCd 
"'^hy letters from you, she hath kept them. a. s«- 
'I'cret, and perhaps out of affection to you hath 

deposited toem in the same place where a^ k^eps 
'*|h'er goodness, and, what I am afraid U much 
"tfearer to her, her money. The reports coBcem- 

X 2 ,. . 
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" ing yt)u, have been various; .so is always the 
" case in maftiers where men are ignorant ; for 
" when no man knows what the truth is, every 
'' man thinks tumself at liberty to report what he 
"pleases. Thosewho wi^ you well, son Booth, 
" say simply that you are dead ; others, that you 
" ran away from the siege, and was cashiered. AS 
" for my daughter, all agree that she is a saint 
"above; and there are not wanting those who 
" hint that her husband sent her thither. From 
" this beginning you will expect, I suppose, bet- 
" ter news thau I am going to tell you ; but pray; 
" my dear children, why may not I, who have 
" always laughed at my own afllictioos, laugh at 
" yours, without the censure of much niaJevo- 
" ience ? I wish you could learn this temper from 
" me; for, take my word for it, polhing truer 
" ever came from the mouth of a heath^ than 
" that sentence, . 

" ■ Leoejit qaod bcwfertur oniu.* 

" And though I must confess, I never thought 
" Aristotle (whoiti I do not take for so gre:it a 
" blockhead as some who have never read him) 
''■ doth not very welt resolve the doubt which he 
" hath "raised in ■ his Ethics, viz. How a man, in 
" the midst of King Priam's misfortunes, Can be 
" called happy ? yet I have long thought that 
" thefe is no calamity so great, that a christian 
" philosopher may not rea»onably laugh at it If 
" the heathen Cicero, doubting of immortality 
" (ft)r so wise a man must have doubted of that 
"" which had sach slender arguments to support it) 
-"-couldassmit as the office of wisdom, Humana^ 
"'res deapib^e atque infra sepotitas erbitrari.f 

" The burthon becomes light by being well borne. 

t To' loolc down on' all human afiiurs as matton below his 
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• ^ Which passage, -wkJi much, more to the same 
" purpose, lyou will find in the third book of his 
*' Tusculaa Qpestionsj - 

"With how iBuoh greater coafidence may a 
*' good christian>de3pise,'and even deride, all tem- 
" porary and short transitory evils? if the poor 
*• wretch, who is trudging on to his miserable 
"^.cottage, can laugh at the stonns and tempests, 
" the rain and whirlwinds which surround him, 
*' while his richest hope is only that of rest; how 
" much more cheerfully must a man pass through 
"such transient evils, whose spirits are buoyed 
*' up with the certain expectation of finding a 
*' noble palace, and the most sumptuous enter- 
" tainment ready to receive him P I do not much 
*'-like the simile; but I cannot think of a better. 
*' And yet, inadequate as the simile is, we may, 
^* I tliink, from the actions of mankind, conclude, 
*' that they will consider it as much too strong; 
" for in the case I have put of the entertainment, 
" is there any man so tender or poor spirited as 
" not to despise, and often to dende, the fiercest 
*' of those inclemencies which I have mentioned ; 
" but in our journey to the glorious mansions of 
" 0^ overlastiog bliss, how severely is every little 
" rub, every trifling accident lamented ; and if 
V fortune showers down any of her heavier storms 
'' uppD us, how wretched do we presently appear 
'' to ourselves and to otbers ! The reason of 
*,'.l|iisij(?aa be no other than that we are not in 
\\ earpr^t Jn our fa,ith ; at the best we think, with 
tStp4!^tl^ ^ttehttpfi, on thia our great cancern. 
'' ,\V^hpletthe most paltry matters of this world, 
('jfsvco^^wsepitifid trifles, those childish gewgaws, 
*V^Vlh<:^UQd'hPQours, are transi^cted with the utv 
" m^sl, e^m^tpess, and most serious applica^t^n,' 
*' t'he grand and weighty affair of immortality is 
" postponed ,^nd disregarded, nor eva; brouglit . 
-"'iBto the ka£t comp^tiojiwit^ oui lafiaiis here. 
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" If one of my cloth ^onld b^n a discotirse of 
" Heaven in the scenes of busiaess or pleasure ; 
" in the Court of Requests, at Gari-aiwoy's, or at 
" White's, would he gain a hearing,' urviesa, per- 
" haps, of some sorry jester who would desire to 
"ridicule hinir would he not presently acquire 
" the name of the inad parson, and be thougfht by 
" ail men v Mthy of Bedlam r or would he not h6 
" treated as the Romans treate<l their Aretalogi,* 
" and considered in the light of a buffoon r IJut 
" why should i mention those places of hurry and 
" Morklly pursuit? — What attention do we engage 
"even in the pulpit? here, if a sermon be pro- 
'' longed a little beyond the usual hour, doth it 
*' ndt set half the audience asleep? as I questioh 
*' not I have by this time both my children. — Well 
, " then, like a good-natured surgeon, who prer 
*' pares his patient for a painful operation, by en- 
" deavouring as much as he can to deaden his sen- 
" sation, I will now communicate to you, in your 
" slumbering condition, the news with which I 
*' threatened you. Your good mother, yon are to 
" know, is dead at last, and hath left her whole 
" fortune to her elder daughter. — This is alt the 
*' ill news I have to tell you. Confess now, if 
*■ you ar? awake, did you not expect it was much 
** worse ; did not you apprehend that your chann- 
" ing child was dead ? far from it, he is in perfect 
" health, and the admiration of every body ; what 
" is more, he will be taken care oti with the ten- 
" derness of a parent, till your return. What 
" pleasure must this give you I if indeed any thing 
" can add to the happiness of a married couple, 
** who are extremely and deservedly fond of each 
" other, and, as you write me, in perfect health. 
".A superstitious heathen would have dreaded the 

* A set of beggarly pbilosnphera, trbo diverted gttat men a.( 
. ^teirtiible wiQt burlesque diacouncsouviituc , 
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" TOaiHce of Hemesis io yoor sttuatioD ; -but as I 
*' am a GhristiaD,-! shall venture to add aa«ther 
" circumatance to your felicity, by assnring you 
" that you have, besides your wife, a faithful and 
" zealous fiiietHi.—-Do not, therefore, my dear chil- 
*' drea, fall into that fault which the excellent 
" Thucydides obserres, is too common in human 
" nature, to bear heavily the being deprived of 
*''the smaller good, without conceiving, at the 
*' same time, any gj-atitude for the much greate): 
" blessings which we are suffered to enjoy. I have 
" only farther to tell you, my son, that when you 
" call at Mr. Morand's, Rue Dauphine, you will 
" find yourself worth a hundred pounds. Good 
" Heaven ! "how much richer are you than millions 
*' of people who are in want of nothing ! iarewel, 
" and know me for 

" Yotir sincere and aflectionate friend." 

* There, Madam,' cries Booth, ' how do yoa like 

* the letter?' 

' Oh ! extremely,' answered she, ' the doct<)t 

* is a charming man ; I always loved dearly tO 

* hear hinr preach. I remember to have heard of 

* Mrs. Harris's death above a year before I left thfe 
' country ; but never knew the particulars of- heV 
' will befisre. I am extremely sorry for it; upon 

* my honour.' 

* Oh jfy ! Madam,' cries Booth, ' have you st> 

* aoon forgot tlie chief purport of the ^oetor'^ 
■' letter?' 

' Ay, ay,' cried she, ' these are very pretty thangs 
' to read, I acknowledge ; but the loss of fortonfe 
' is a serious matter ; and I am sure a man of M^. 

* Booth's' understanding must think so.' * Onfe ' 
' consideration, I must own, Madam,' ansVered 
he, ' a good deal baffled all the doctor's arguments. 

. ';Thia was roy concern for ray little growing fi- 

* mily, who must one day feel the.loss n nor was X 
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* SO easy upon Amelia's account as upon my 
' own, though she heraelf put on the utmost 
' cheerfulness, and stretched ner invention to the 

* utmost to comfort me, — But sure, Madiim, there 

* is something in the doctor's letter' to admire 
' beyond the philosophy of it ; what think you of 

* that easy, generous, friendly manner, in which 
' he sent me the hundred pounds r' 

■ Very noble and great indeed,' replied she. 

* But pray go on with your *tory ; for I long to 
' hear the whole.' 



CHAP. XI. 
/n ahioh Mn Booth relates hisReturn to England. 

' Nothing remarkable, as I remember, hap- 
' pened during our stay at Paris, whidi we left 

* sboQ after, and came to London. Here we 
' rested only two days, and then, taking leave of 
'our fellow-travellers, we set out for Wiltshire, 
' my wife being so impatient to see the child which 
' she had 1^ behind her, that the child she car- 
' ried with her was almost killed with the fatigue 

* of the journey. 

* We arrived at our inn late in the evening, 

* Amelia^ though she had no great reason to be 

* pleased with any part of her- sister's behaviour, 
' Tesotvcd to behave to her as if nothing wrong 
' had ei'er happened. She, therefore, sent a kind 
*ao*eto her the moment of our arrival, giving 

■' her her option, whether she would come to us 
.* at the inn, or whether we should that evening 

* wait on lier. The servant, after waiting an hour, 
f ' brought us an answer, excusing ber from coming 

. .' to us so late,- as she was disordered with a cold, 
■* ahd desiring- my wife by no means, to think of 
«ViB»tjiring,oHt ftfter tb? fatigue pf herjouj-ntyj 
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* saying, slie would, on that account, defer the 
'great pleasure of' seeing her till the morning, 

* without taking any more notice of your humble 
' servant, than if no such person had been in the 

* world, though I had very civilly sent my com- 
' pliments to her. I should not mention this 
' trifle, if it was not to shew you the nature of 

* the woman, and tliat it will be a kind of key to 

* her future conduct. 

' When the servant returned, the good doctor, 

* who had been with us almost all the time of his 
' absence, hurried us away to his house, where 

* we presently found a supper and a bed prepared 

* for us. My wife was eagerly desirous to see her 

* diild that night; but the doctor would not suffer 
' it ; and as he was at nurse at a distant part of 
' the town, and the doctor assured her he had 

* seen him in perfect health that evening, she suf- 

* fered herself at last to be dissuaded. 

' We spent that evening in the most agreeable 
' manner; for the doctor's wit and humour, joined 
' to the highest cheerfulness and good-nature, 
' made bini the most agreeable companion in the 
' world ; and he was now in the highest spirits^ 

* which he was pleased to place to our account. 

* We sat together to a very late hour; for so ex- 

* cellent is my wife's constitution, that she de- 
' clared she was scarce sensible of any tUtiguc 

* from her late jouruies. 

' Amelia slept not a wink all night, and in the 

* morning early the doctor accompanied us to the 
' little infant. The transports we felt on this oc- 
' casiou were really enchiinting, nor can any but a 
' fond parent conceive, I am certain, the least idea 
■'of them. Our imaginations suggested a hun- 

* dred agreeable circumstances, none of which had, 

* perhaps, any foundation. We made words and 

* meaning out of every sound, and in every feature 
' found out some resemblapcp to my Amelia, ai 
> »\i? did to me, 
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' Bat I ask your pardon for dwelling on snch 

* incidents ; and will proceed to scenes, which, to 
' most persons, will be more entertaining. 

'We went hence to pay a visit to Miss Harris, 
' whose reception of us was, I think, truly ridi- 
,* culous; and as you know the lady, I willeodea- 

* vour to describe it particularly. At our first 
' arrival we were ushered into a parlour, where we 

* were suffered to wait almost an hour. At length 
' the lady of the house appeared in deep mourning, 

* with a face, if possible, more dismal than her 

* dress, in which, however, there was every ap- 

* pearance of art. Jier features were indeed 
' screwed up to the very height of grief. With 
' this face, and in the most solemn gait, she ap- 

* proached Amelia, and coldly saluted her. After 
' which, she made me a very distant formal cour- 

* tesy, and we all sat down. A short silence now 
' ensued, which Miss Hasris at length broke, with 
.* a deep sigh, and said, *' Sister, here is a great 
-"alteration in this place since you saw it last; 
" Heaven hath been pleaaed to take my poor tno- 
,*' ther to itself." — (Here she wiped her eyes, and 

* then coutiuued) "I hope I know my duty, and 
*' have learned a proper resignation to the divine 
*' will; hut something is to be allowed to grief for 
*' the best of mothers ; for so she was to us both ; 
" and if at last she made any distinction, she must 
" have bad her reasons for so doing. I am sure 
" I can truly say I never wished, much less desired 
" it." The tears now stood in poor Amelia's 
' eyes ; indeed, she had paid too many already 
'for the memory of so unnatural a parent. She 
^'.answered with the sweetness of an angel, that 
' slje was far from blaming her sister's emotions on 
*.so tender an occasion ; that she heartily joined 

; ' with her in her grief; for that nothing which her 
'mother had done in the latter part of her life 

./.tould efface the remembrance of that tenderjiess 
' which she had formerly shewn her. Her sister 
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* caught hold of the word, efface, and rong the 

* changes upon it. — "Efface!" cried she, "O Miss 
" Emiiy (tor you must not expect me tq repeat 
*' names that will be for ever odious), I wish 
" indeed every thing could be effaced. — Effaced ! 
" O that that was possible ! we might then havt 

*' still enjoyed my poor mother; for I am con* . 
** vinced she never recovered her grief on a cer* 
' " tain occasion." Thus she ran on, and after 

* many bitter strokes upon her sister, at last di- 

* rectfy charged her mother's death on my mar- 

* riage with Amelia. I could be silent then no 
-'longer. I reminded her of the perfect reconci- 

* liation between us before my departure, and the 
' great fondness which she expressed for me; nor 
' could I help saying in very plain terras, that if 
'she had ever changed her opinion ofm^ as I 
' was not conscious of having deserved such a 

* change by my own behaviour, I waa well con- 
' vinced to whose good offices I owed it. Guilt 
' hath very quick ears to an accusation. Mist 

* Harris immediately answered to the charge. She 
'said, such suspicions were no more than she ex- 
' pected; that they were of a piece with every 
' other part of my conduct, and gave her onecon- 
^ solatioD, that they served to account for her sis- 

* ter Emily's unkindness, as well to herself as to 
' her poor deceased mother, and in some measure 

* lessened the guilt of it with regard to her, since 
' it was not easy to know how tar a woman is ia 
' the power of her husband. My dear Amelia 
' reddened at this reflection on me ; and begged 
' her sister (o name any single instance of un- 

* kindness or disrespect, in which she had evet 
'offended, . To this the other answered, (I am 

* sure I repeat her words, though I cannot mimic 
' either the voice or air with which they were 
' spoken) — " Pray, Miss Emily, which is to be the 
"judge, yourself ur that gentleman? I lemembet 
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" tlie time whep I couid have trusted to your 
" judgement in any affair ; but you are now no 
" longer mistress of yourself, and are not answer- 
" able for your actions. Indeed, it is my constant 
" piayer that your actions (ray not be imputed to 
" you. — It was the constant prayer of that blessed 
" woman, my dear mother, who is now a saint 
*' above ; a saint whose name I can never mention 
" without a tear, though I find you can hear it 
" without one. — I cannot help observing some 
" concern ou so melancholy an occasion; it seems 
"due to decency; but perhaps (for I always 
'* wish to excuse you) you are forbid to cry, 
' The idea of being bid or forbid to cry, struck so 
'strongly on my fancy, that indignation only 

* could have prevented me from laughing. But 
' my narrative, I am afraid, begins to grow le- 
' dious. — In short, after hearing, for near an iiour,' 
' every malicious insinuation which a fertile ge- 
'nius could invent, we took our leave, and sqia- 
' rated as persons who would never willingly meet 

* again. ,. , . ■ 

' The next morning, after this interview, Ame- 
' Ha received a long letter front Miss Harris; in 
' which, ai'ter many bitter invectives against me," 
' she excused her mother, alleging that she had 
' been driven to do as she did, in order to prevent 
' Ame^a's ruin, if her fortune had i^lfcn into' my 

* hands. She likewise very remotely hinted tbat 

* she would be only a trustee, for her sister's' IclJil- 

' dren,. and told her, that on one conditioM only, " 
'she, would, consent to. live with her as^a sister. 
'TJiia was, if abe.CDuld by any means bei-s^ia- 
' rated from thttC man, aashe was pIcBScdTit^catl 
'ime^.w^o had caused so much mi&chitif m i.the 
'liwiftilyi.; : ■ ., . ■: : , :;...'t 

t M >Has. 6o, enragedbt thi* usage, thatfhad^not 
'AeveliacAitervenedi 1 believe^ I should-; bave^- 
'^f^lied.'tftiSMna^istrate' for a $caEch.-u"ai:r4n;t 'ior 
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* that pictufe, which there was so much reason to 
*suspe<ftshe had stolen; and which,- I am con- 
' vinced, upon a search^ we should have found 
' in her possession.' 

' Nay, it is possible enough,' cries Miss Mat- 
thews ; 'for I believe there is no wickedness- of 
' which the lady is not capable.' 

'This J^rceaijle letter was succeeded by another 
' of the like comfortable kind, which informed 
' me that the company in which I was, being an 
' additional one raised in tlie beginning of the vsu; 
' wzs reduced ; so that I was now a heutenant on 
' half-pay. 

'Whilst we were meditating on our present situ- 
' ation, the good doctor came to us. When we 

* related to him the manner in which my sister had 

* treated us, he cried out, " Poor soul ! I pity her 
^ heartily;" for this is the severest resentr.ient he 
t ever expresses ; indeed, I have often heard him 
' say, that a wicked soul is the greatest object of 
' compassion in the world.'— A sentiment which 
we shall leave the reader a little time to digest 



CIIAP. XII. 
Jji which Mr. Booth concludes his Sfory. 

* 1 HE next day the doctor set out for his par- 

* sonage, which was about thirty miles distant, 
' whither Amelia and myself accompanied him, 
' and where we stayed with him all the time of his 
' residence there, being almost three months. 

' The situation of tlie parish under my good 
' friend's care is very pleasant It is placed antong 
'meadows, washed by a clear trout stream, antl. 
' flanked on both sides with downs. His house, 

* indeed, would not much at^ct die admiration oif 
' ilie virtuoso. H« built it himself, aad it is re* 
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* Diarkable only for its plainness ; with which tile 

' furniture so well agrees, that there is no one 
' thing in il that may not be absolutely necessary, 

* except books, and the prints of Mr. Hogarth, 

* whom he calls a moral satirist. 

* Nothing, however, can be imagined mbrer 

* agreeable thao the lifr that the doctor leads in 

* this homely house, which he calls his earthly pa- 
' radise. All his parishoners, whom he treats as 

* his children, regard him as their common father. 

* Once in a week he constantly visits every house 
' in the parish, examines, commends, and rebukes, 
' as he finds occasion. This is practised likewise by 

* his curate in his absence; and so good an effect 

* is produced by this their care, that no quarrels 
'ever proceed either to blows or law-suits; no 
' beggar is to be found in the whole parish;- nor 
' did 1 ever hear a very profane oath all the time 
*I lived in it. 

' But to i-eturn, from so agreeable a digression, 

* to my own affairs, that are much less worth 

* your attention. In the midst of all the pleasures 
' I tasted in this sweet place, and in the most de- 
' Hghtful company, the woman and man whom I 

* loved above all things, melancholy reflections 

* concerning my unhappy circumstances would 
' often steal into my thoughts. Wy. fortune was 
' now reduced to less than forty pounds a year; 
' I had already two children, and my dear Amelia 

* was again with child. 

' Oneday the doctor found me sitting by myselfv 
'• and employed in melancholy contemplations on 
' this subject. He toUl nie he had observed ine, 
' growing of late very serious; that he knew thfc 

* occasion, and neither wondered at, nor blamed, 
^we. He then asked me if I had any prospect.oF 
' going againinto th^ army; if not, ■ what sch^^fc , 

' * of life I proposed toniyself? '• ^ '. ' ■ 

* I told Iiitn, that^as-Ihad nopowerfiilYfj'e^s, 

* I* could have but little expectations in a military 

DiailizMbyGoOgle 



AMEttA. 5ia 

*-lKay ;.:that^I-wa3 as incapable of thinking of any 

* other scheme, as all business required aolne know- . 

* ledge or experience, and likewise money to set 

* up with; of all wliich I was destitute. 

" You must know then, chiW," said the doctor, 
" that I have been thinking on this subject as well 
'* a^ you; for I can think, I promise you, with a 
'* pleasant countenance." These were his words. 
" As to the army, perhaps means might be found 
"of getting you another commission; but my 
" daughter seems to have a violent objection to it; " 
** and to be plain, I fancy you yourself will find 
'* no glory make you amends for your absence 
^* from her. And for my part," said lie, " I never 
*' think those men wise, who, for any worldjy in- 
*' terest, forego the greatest happiness of their lives. 
*' If I mistake not," says he, " a country life, where 
*' you could be always together, would make you 
" both much happier people." 

* I answered, that of all things I preferred it 
' most ; and I believed Amelia was of the same 
' opinion. 

' liie doctor, after a little hesitation, proposed 

* to me to turn farmer, and offered to let me his 
' parsonage, which was then become vacant. ^ He 

* said, it was a farm which required but little 

* stock, and that little should not be wanting. 

' I embraced this offer very eagerly, and with- 

* great thankfulness, and immediately repaired to 
'Amelia to communicate it to her, and to know 
*' her sentimente. 

' Amelia received the news ^vith the highest . 
'transports of joy; she said that her greatest feftt 

* had alwa.ys been of my entering again into. the 
'army. She was so kind as to say, that all statipa^ 

* of life were equal to her, unless as one afforded 
. ' her more of my company than another. " Aod 

"as to our children," said she, "let us breed .them' 
** up to wi bumble fortune^ and they will be Qon-- 
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" tented widi it; for none," added my an^I, " de-> 
" serves happiness, or indeed, are capable of ic, 
" who make any particular station a necessary in- 
" gredient." 
' Thus, Madam, you see me degraded from my 

* fornier rank in lii^ ; no longer Captain Bootli, 

* but Fanner Booth at your service. 

' During my first year's continuance in this new 
' scene of life, nothing, I think, remarkable hap- 

* pened ; the history of one day would, indeed, be 
' the history of the whole year.' 

' \Vell, pray then,' said Miss Matthews, ' do let 
' us hear the history of that day ; I have a strange 
' curiosity to know how you could kill your time ; 
' and do, if possible, find out the very best day you 
' can.' 

* If you command me. Madam,' answered Bootli, 
' you must yourself be accountable for the dulness 
' of the narrative. Nay, I believe, you have im- 

* posad a very difficult task on me; for the greatest 
' nappiness is iacapable of description. 

' I rose, then, Madam ' 

' O,. the moment you waked, undoubtedly,' said 
Miss Matthews. 

' Usually,' said he, ' between five and six.* 

' I will have no usually,' cried Miss Matthews,, 
' you are confined to a day, and it is to be the best 

* and happiest in the year.' 

' Nay, Madam,' cries Booth, ' then X must teft 
' you the day in which Amelia was brought to betl, 
' after a painful and dangerous labour; for tha( I 
' think w^ the happiest day of my life.' 

' 1 protest,' said she, ' you are be(;ome farmer 
' Booth, indeed. What a happiness have you 
' painted to my imagination t you put me in mind 
' of a newspaper, where my lady such-a-one is 
' delivered of a son, to the great joy of some illus- 
' trious family.' 

' Why then, I do assure you, Miss Matthews,' 
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cries Bodth, 'I scarce Imow a cli-curastaiBre that 
' distisguished one day from . another. . The whole 
'was one continued series of love, health, and 

* tranquillity. Our lives resembled a calm sea.' — 

* The dullest of all ideas,' cries the l&dy* 
' * I know,' said he, ' it must appear dull in de- 

* scriptiou ; for who can describe the plt'asures 

* which the morning air gives to one in perfect 
' health ; the flow of spirits which springs up from 
' exercise ; the delights which parents feel from 
' the prattle, and innocent folliespf their children; 

' the joy with which the tender smile of a wife in- . 
' spires a husband ; or .lastly, the cheerful, solid 
' comfort wliicli a fond couple enjoy in each other's 
'conversation. — Alt these pleasures, and every 

* other of which our situation was capable, we 

* tasted in the highest degree. Our- happiness 
■' was, perhaps, too great; for fortune seemed to 
' grow envious of it, and interposed one of the 
/ most cruel accidents that could have befatten us, 

* by robbing us of our dear friend the doctor.' 

. ' I am sorry for it,' said Miss Matthews. ' He 
' was indeed a valuable man, and I never heard c^ 
^ his death before.' ■ 

' Long may it be before any one hears of it,' 
<ries Booth. ' He is, indeed, dead to us; but will, 
' I hope, enjoy many happy years of life. Yoa 

* know. Madam, the ohlio;atioa3 he had to his 
' patron the earl ; indeed, it was im^tossible to" be 
' once m bis company without hearing of them ; 
' I am sure you will neither wonder that- lie was 

■' chosen to attend the young lord in hi» travels as 

* his tutor, nor that the good mau, however dis.- 
' agreeable it might be (as in fact it was) to his 

,' inclination, should comply with the earnest te» 

* quest of his friend and patron. ^ 

'By this means I was bereft ilot only of the best 

* companion in the world, but of the best coun- 
/ sellor ; a loss of which I haive since felt the bitter 

VOL. vui. Y 
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* consequeoce ; for no greater advantage, lam con- 
' vinced, can arrive to a young man who hath any 

* degree of understanding, than an intimate con- 
' verse with one of riper years, who is not only 

* able to advise, but who knows the manner of a(£- 

* vising. By this means alone, youth can enjoy 
' the benefit of tlie experience of age, and' that at 
' a time of Ufe when such experience will be of 

* more service to a man, than when he hath l^ved 
' long enough to acquire it of himself. 

' ^om want of my sage counsellor, I now fell 
' into many errors. ' The first of these was in en- 

* laiging my business, by adding a farm of one 
' hundred a year to the parsonage ; in renting 

* which I had also as bad a bargain as the doctor 

* had before given me a good one. The conse- 

* quence of which was, that whereas, at the end of 

* the first year, I was worth upwards of fourscore 

* pounds ; at the -end of the second, I was near 
'half that sum worse (as tlie phrase is) than no- 
' thing. • 

* A 6econd folly I was guilty of, in uniting 

* families with the curate of the parish, who had 
' just married, as my wife and I thought, a very 
' good sort of a woman. We had not, however, 
' lived one month together, before I plainly per- 
' ceived this good sort of a woman had taken a 
' g^eat prejudice against my Amelia; for which, 

* if I had not known something of the human 
' passions, and that high place which envy holds 

* among them, I should not have been able to ac- 

* count ; for so far was my angel from having 
-* ^venher any cause of dislike, that she had treat- 
*■ ed her not only with civility, but kindness. 

* Besides siiperiority in beauty, which, I believe, 

* all the world would have allowed to Amelia, 
' there was another caus^ of this envy, which I 

* am' almost ashamed to mention, a^it may well be 
*: called my greatest folly. You are to know then, 
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* Madam, that from a boy I had been always fond 
/ of driving a coach, in which I valued myself oa 
' having some skill. This, perhaps, was an in- 
' nocent, but I allow it to have b«n a childish 
' vanity. As I had an opportunity, thei-efore, of" 
' buying an old coach and harness very cheap (in- 
' deed they cost me but twelve pounds) and as I 

* considered that the same horses which drew my 
' waggons, would hkewise draw my coach, I re- 
' solved on indulging myself in the purchase. 

* The consequencp of setting up this poor old 

* coach is inconceivable. Before this, as my wife 
' and myself had very little distinguished ourselves 
' from .the other farmers and their wives, either 
' in our dress, or our way of living, they treated 
' us as their equals ; but now they began to con- 
' sider us as elevating ourselves into a state of su-- 
' periority, and immediately began fo.envy, hate, 
' and declfire war against us. The neigjibouriog 
' little squires too, were uneasy to see » poor renter 
'' become their equal in a matter in which they 
' placed so much dignity ; and not doubting but it 

* arase in me from the same ostentation, they begaa 
' to hate me likewise, and to turn my equipage 
' into tidjc«le ; asserting that my horse?, wnich 
'were as well matched as any in the kingdom, 

* were of dlAisrent colours and sizes; with mu^h 
' more of that Hipd of wit, the only b^s of which 
' is lying. 

' But what vilt appear more surprising to yQu, 
' Madam, was, that the curate's wife, who being 
' lame, had more use of the coach th^n my Amelia 
' (indeed, she seldom went to church in any other 
' manner) was one of my bitterest enemies on the 
' occasion. If she had ever any dispute with A190- 

* lia, which all the sweetness of my popr girl co«ld 
' not sometimes avoid, she was sure to introdi^oe 
' with a malicious sneer, " Though my husband 
*' dotji Bpt keep a coach, Madam." }ia.y, ^ 
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* took this opportunity to upbraid my wife v/'tth 

* the loss of her fortune, alleging, That some folks 
' might have had as good pretensions to a coach 
' as other folks, and a better to, as they brought 
' a better fortune to their husbands, but that all 
' people had not the art of making brick without 
' straw. 

* You will wonder, perhaps. Madam, how I cai? 
' remember such stuff, which, indeed, was a long 

* time only matter of amusement to both Amelia 
' and myself; but we, at last, experienced the 
' mischievous nature of envy,, and that it tends 

* rather to produce tragical tliau comical events. 

* My neignboura now began to conspire against 

* me. They nicknamed mc, in derision, the Squire 
' Farmer. Whatever I bought, I was sure to buy 

* dearer, and when I sold, I was obliged to sell 

* cheaper than any other. In fact, they were all 

* united ; and while they every day committed 

* trespasses on my lantls with impunity, if any of 
' my cattle escaped into their fields, I was either 
' forced to enter into a law-suit, or to make amends 

* fourfold for the damage sustained. 

' The consequences of all this could be no other 

* than that ruin which ensued. Without tiring 

* you with particulars, before theend of four years, 

* I became involved in debt near three hundred 
' pounds, more than the value of all my effects. 
' My landlord seized my stock for rent ; and to 

* avoid immediate confinement in prison, I was 
' forc^ to leave the country, with all that I hold 

* dear in the world, my wife, and my poor little 

* family. 

' In this condition, I arrived in town five or six 
" * days ago. I had just taken a lodging in the verge 

* of the court, .and had writ my dear Amelia word 

* where she might find me, when she had settled 

* her affairs in the "best manner she could. That 
< very evening, as I was returning home from a 
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* -coffee-house, a fray happening in the 'street, I 

* endeavoured to assist the iniured party, when I 

* was seized by the watch, and after being confined 
' all night in the round-house, was conveyed in 
' the morning before a justice of peace, who com- 
^ mitted me hither ; where I should probably have 
' starved, had I not, from your hands, found a 
' most unaccountable preservation. — And here, 
' give me leave to assure you, my dear Miss Mat- 
' thews, that whatever advantage I may have 

* reaped from your misfortune, I sincerely lament 
' it ; nor would I have purchased any relief to 
' myself at the price of seeing you in this dread- 
' ful place.' 

lie spake theselast words with great tenderness ; 
for he was a man of consummate good-nature, and 
had formerly had much affection for this young 
lady ; indeed, more than the generality of people 
are capable of eutertaining for any person what- 
soever. 
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BOOK IV. 



CHAP. I. 

Containing veiy mtftterious Matter. 

JVllS3 Matthews did not in the least fall ehprt 
of Mr. Booth in expres^ons of tendcrjiess. Her 
eyes^the most eloquent oratars on such occasio^a, 
exerted their utmo»t force ; and, at the condu^ 
ston of his speech, she cast a look as languishingly 
sveet as ever Cleopatra gave to Antony. In 
real fact, this Mr. Booth had been her first love, 
and had made more impressions on her young 
heart, which the learned in this branch of philo- 
sophy affirm, and perhaps truly, are never to be 
eradicated. 

When Booth had finished his story, a silence en- 
Eued of some minutes ■ an interval which the pain> 
ter would describe much better than the writer. 
Some readers may, however, be able to make pretty 
pertinent conjectures, by what I have said above, 
especially when they are told that Miss Matthews 
■broke the silence by a sigb, and cried, ' Why is 

* Mr. Booth unwiUing to allow me the happiness 

* of thinking my misfortunes have been of some 

* little advantage to him? sure the happy Amelia 

* would not be ao selfish to envy me that pleasure. 
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' No ; not if she was as much the fondest as she 
' is the happiest of women.' ' Good Heavens ! 
' Madam,' said he, ^ dayou call my poor Amelia tlie 

* happiest of women r ' .'Indeed I do,' answered 
she Dijskly. — ' O Mr. Booth ! there is a speck of 
' white in her fortune, which, when it falls to the 
'' lot of a sensible woman, makes her full amends 
' for all the crosses which can attend her — Perhaps 
' she may not be sensible of it; but if it had been 
' my blest fate — O Mr. Booth ! could I have 
' thought when we were first acquainted, that the 

* most agreeable man in tlie world had been capable 
' of making the kind, the tender, the aflFectionate 
' husband — the happy Amelia, in those days, was 
' unknown ; Jleaven had not then given her a 

* prospect of the happiness It intended her — but 

* yet It did intend it her; for sure there is a fatality 

* in the affairs of love ; and the more I reflect oh 

* my own life, the more I am convinced of it. O 

* Heavens ! how a thousand little circumstances 

* crowd into my mind. When you first marched 
' into our town, you had then the colours in yoor 
*hand; as you passed under' the window where 

• *I stood," my-glove, by accident, dropt into "the 

* street ; you stooped, took up my glove, and put- 
^ ting it upon the spfke belonging to your colours, 

* lifted'it up to the wiadflfw. Upon this a young 
' lady, who stood by, said, " So, Miss, the young 
" officer hath accepted yourchallenge." I blushed 
' then; and I blush now, when I confess to you; 
' I thought you the prettiest young fellow I had 

* everseenj and, upon my soul, I believe you was 
' then the prettiest fellow in the world.' — Booth 
hiere made a low bow, and cried, ' O dear Ma- 
' dam, how ignorant was I of my own happiness !' 

* Would you really have thought so?' answered 
she; 'however, there is some politeness, if there 
' be no dnceri^in what you say.' Here the 
governor of the - enchanted castle internipte4 
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them, and entering the room without any ceremo- 
ny, acquainted the lady and gentleman, that it was 
l6eking-up time; and addressing Booth by the 
name of captain, asked him it" he would not please 
to have a bed ; adding, that he might have one ia 
the next room to the lady, but that it would come 
dear ; for that he never let a bed in that room 
^nder a guinea, nor could he afford it cheaper to 
his fathei'. 

No answer was made to this proposal ; but Miss 
Matthews, who had already learnt someof the ways 
of the house, said, she believed Mr. Booth would 
like to drink a glass of something ; upon which 
the governor immediately trumpeted forth the 
praises oi his rack-punch, and without waiting for 
any farther commands, presently produced a large 
bowl of that liquor. 

Thegovernor, having recommended the goodness 
of his punch by a hearty draught, began to revive 
the other matter, saying, that he was just going to 
bed, 'and must first lock up. ^— ' But suppose,' said 
Matthews, witli a smile, ' the captain and I should 
' have a mind to sit up all night.' — ' With all my 
' heart, said the governor; but I expect aconside- 
' ration for those matters. For my part, I don't 
' inquire into what doth not concern me; but single 
' and double are two things. If I lock up double, 
' I expect half a guinea- and I'm sure thi; captain 
' cannot think that's out of the way — It is but the 

* price of a bagnio.' 

Miss Matthews's face became the colour of scar- 
let at those woids — However, she mustered up her 
spirits, and turning to Booth said, * What say you, 
' captain? for my own part, I had never less incli- 
' nation to sleep ; which hath the greater charms 

* for you, the punch or the pillow?' ' I hope, Ma- 
'dam,' answered Booth, ' you have a .better opi- 

' -/ nion of me, than to doubt my preferring Miss 
*JMatthews'8 conversation to either,' ' I assure 
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' you,' replied abe, ' it is no compliment to you, 
' to say I prefer yours to sleep at this time.' 

The governor then, having I'eceived his fee,, de- 
parted ; and, turning the key, left the gentleman' 
and the lady to themselves. 

In iiiiitation of him, we will lock up likewise a 
scene, which we do not think proper to expose to 
the eyes of the public. If any over curious readers 
should be disappointed on this occasion, we will 
recommend siicn readers to the apologies with 
^Yhich certain gay ladies have lately been pleased to 
oblige the world, where they will possibly find 
every thing recorded that past at this interval. 

But though we declice painting the scene, it is 
not our intention to conceal from the world the 
frailty of Mr. Booth, or of his fair partner, who cer- 
tainly past that evening in a manner inconsistent 
with the strict rules of virtue and chastity. 

To say the truth, we are much more concerned 
for. the behaviour of the gentleman than of the 
lady, not only for his sake, but for the sake of the 
best woman in the world, whom We should be sorry 
to consider as yoked to a man of no worth nor 
honour. 

Wedesire, therefore, the good-natured and can- 
did reader will be pleased to weigh attentively the 
several unlucky circumstances which concurred so 
critically, thai fortune seemed to have used her ot- 
TOOSt endeavours to ensnare poor Booth's constancy. 
Let the reader set before his eyes a fine young wo- 
Tazn, in a manner, a first love, conferring obiiga-: 
tions, and using every art to soften, to allure, to 
win, and to enflame ; kt him consider thetime and 
place; let him remember that Mr. Booth was a 
young fellow, in the highest vigour of life; and 
lastly, let him add one single circumstance, that 
the parties were alone together; and then, if he will 
notacquit th&defmdant, he must be convicted; fof 
I have nothing more t(* say in liis de^nce, 
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The latter Part of which we expect will please our 
Reader better than thejm'mer. 

A WHOLE week did our lady and gentleman 
lice in this criminal conversation, in which th« 
happiness of the former was much more perfect 
than that of the latter; for though the charms of 
Miss Matthews, and her excessive endearments, 
sometimes hdled every thought in the sweet le- 
thargy of pleasure ; yet in the intervals of his fits, 
his virtue alarmed and roused him, and brought 
the image' .of poor injured Amelia to haunt and 
torment him. In fact, if we regard this world only, 
it is the interest of every man to be either perfectly 
good, or completely bad. He had better destroy 
his conscience, than gently, wound it. The many 
bitter reflections which every bad action costs & 
mind in which there are any remains of goodness, 
are not to be compensated by the highest plea- 
sures which such an action can produce. 

So it happened to Mr. Booth. Repentance ne- 
yec faikd to follow his transgressions; aiui yet so 
perverse is our judgement, and so shppery is the 
(descent of vice, when once we are entered into it, 
the same crime which he n,ow repented of, be- 
came a reason for doing that which was to caus6 
his future repentance ; and he continued to sin on, 
because he had begun. His repentance, however, 
returned still heavier and heavier, till, at last, it 
flung him into a melancholy, which Miss Mat- 
thews plainly perceived, and at which she could 
not avoid expressing some resentment in obscure 
bints, atid ironical compliments on Amelia's supe- ' 
liority to her whole sex, who could not cloy a 
gay young fellow by many years possession. She 
yould then repeat the compliments which others 
)iad made to per own beauty— and could not for- 
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■ bear once crying out: ' Upon my soul, my deaf 
' Billy, I believe the chiet disadvantage on my 

* side, is in my superior fondness ; for love, in the 
' minds of men, hath one quality, at least, of a 
' fever, which is to prefer coldness in the object. 
' Confess, dear Will, is there not something vastly 
' refreshing in the cooi air of a prude.' — Booth 
fetched a deep sigh, and begged ner neyer more 
to mention. Amelia's name. — ' O Will,' cries she, 
' did that request proceed from the motive I 
' could wish, 1 should be the happiest of woman- 
'kind.' — 'You would not sure, Madam,' said 
Booth, * desire a sacrifice which I must be a vil- 

' lain to make to any?'- 'Desire!' answered 

she, ' are there any bounds to the desires of love i 
' have not I been sacrificed? hath not my first 
' love been torn from my bleeding heart? — Iclaim 
'a prior right — As for sacrifices, I can make them 
' too ; and would sacrifice the whole world at the 

* least call of my love.' 

Here she delivered a letter to Booth, which she 
had received within an hour, the contents *}f 
which were these: 

' DEAKEST MADAM, 

' Those only who truly know what love i^ 
' can have any conception of the horrors I felt at 
'hearing of your confinement at my arrival in 
' town, which was this morning. I immediately 
'sent my lawyer to inquire into the particulars, 
' who brought me the agreeable news that the 

* man, whose heart's blood ought not to be valued 
.' at tlie rate of a single hair of yours, is entirely 
'out of all danger, and that you might be ad- 
' mitted to bail. I presently ordered him to go 
^ with two of my tradesmen, who are to be bound 
' in any sum for your appearance, if he should be 
' mean enough to prosecute you. Though you 
' njjiy .©xpect piy- attorney with you soon, I v^ould 

■ juit-^el^y fcfiji^flg this,, as I hope, the news wiU 

DiailizMbyGoOgle 



' be agreeable to you. My chariot will attend at 
' the same time, to carry you wherever you please. 

* You may easily guess what a violence I have 

* done' to myself in not waiting on you in person ; 

* but I, who know your delicacy, feared it might 

* oflfend, and that you might think me ungenerous 

* enough to hopefi-om your distresses an unliappi- 
*ness which I am resolved to owe to your tree 

* gift alone, when your good-nature shall induce 

' you to bestow on nie what no man living' can , 

* merit. I beg you will pardon all the contents of 
' this hasty letter, and do me the honour of be- 

* lieving me, 

' Dearest Madam, 
* Your most passionate admirer, 

' and most obedient humble servant, 

' Damon,' 

Booth thought he had somewhere before seen 
the same hand ; but in his present hurry of spi- 
rits could not recollect whose it was ; nor did the 
lady give him any time for reflection: for he had 
scarce read the letter when she produced a little 
bit of paper, and cried out, ' Here, Sir, here are 

* the contents which he fears will offiind me.' She 
then put a bank-bill of a hundred pounds into 
Mr. Booth's hands, and asked him witti a smile, if 
he did not think she had reason to be offended 
with so much insolence ? 

Before Booth could return any answer, the go- 
vernor arrived, and introduced Mr. Kogers the 
attorney, who acquainted the lady, that he had 
brought her discharge from her confinement, and 
that a chariot waited at the door to attend her 
wherever she pleased. 

She received the discharge from Mr. Rbgefs, 
and said, she was very much obliged to the gen- 
tleman vJio employed him, but that she votticfaot 
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make nse.ef the chariot, as she had ao aoUon of 
JeaviDg that wretched place in a triumphant man- 
ner; in which resolution, when the attorney found 
her obstinate, he withdrew, as did the governor, 
vith many bows, and as many ladyships. 

They were no sooner gone, than Booth asked 
the lady, Why she would refuse the chariot of a 
gentleman who had behaved with such excessive 
respect? She looked earnestly upon him, and 
cried, 'How unkind is that question! do you 

* imagine I would go and leave you in such a situ- 
*ation? thou knowest but httle of Calista. Why, 
' do you think I would accept this hundred 
^pounds from a man I dislike, unless it was to be 
' serviceable to the man I love? I insist on your 

* taking it as your own, and using whatever you 

* want of iU' 

Booth protested in the solemnest manner, that 
he would not touch a shilling of it, saying, he 
had already received too many obligations at her 
hands, and more than ever he should be able, he 
feared, to repay. * How unkind,' answered she, 

* is every word you say ? why will you mentioa 

* obligations? love never confers any. It doth 
' every thing for its own sake. I am not therei- 
'fore obliged to the man whose passion makes 
' him generous ; for I feel how inconsiderable the 
' whole world would appear to me, if I could throw 
' it after my heart.' 

Much more of this kind past, she still pressing 
the bank-note upon him, and he as absolutely 
refusing, till Booth left the lady to dress herself^ 
and went to walk in -the area of the prison. 

Mips Matthews now applied to the governor, to 
know by what means she might procure the cap- 
tain bis liberty. The governor answered, ' As he 
' cannot get bail, it will be a difficult matter; and 
' money, to be sure, there must be; for people, no 
' doubt, expect to touch OB these occasions. When 
' prisoners baxe not wherewithal a; the law re- 
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' quires to entitle themselves to justice, why they 
' must be beholdea to other people, to ^ve them . 
' their liherty ; and people will not, to be sure, 
' suffer others to be beholden to them for nothing, 
* whereof there is good reason ; for how should 
' we all live if it was not for these things !'— ^ — ■ 
' Well, well,' said she, 'and how. much will it cost?' 

' ' How much !' answered he, — ' How much I 

' — why, let me, see.'— Here he hesitated some 
time, and them answered, ' That for five guineas 
' he Would undei'take to procure the captain his 
' discharge.' That heing the sum which he com- 
puted to remain in tlie lady's pocket; for as to the " 
gentleman's, he had long been acquainted with the 
emptiness of it. 

Miss Matthews, to whom money was as dirt (in^ 
deed she may be thought not to have known the 
value of it) delivered him the bank-bill, and bid 
him get it changed ; for if the whole, says she, , 
will procure him Tiis liberty, he shall h^ve it this 
evening. 

' The whole, Madam,' answered the governor, 
as soon as he had recovered his breath ; for it almost 
forsook him at the sight of the black word hun- 
dred. ' No, no. — There might be people indeed 
' — but I am not one of those. A hundred ! no; 
' nor nothing like it — As for myself, as I said, I 

* will be content with five guineas, and I am suri 

* that's little enough. What other people will ex- 

* pect, I cannot exactly say. — To be sure hia wo,r- 

* ship's clerk will expect to touch pretty handsome- 
' ly; as for his worship himself, he never touches 
'anything, that is, not to speak of; but then the 

' ' coqstable will expect something, and the watch- 
' men must have something, and the lawyers on 

* both sides they must have their fees -for finishing* ' 

* — ' Well,' said she, ' I leave all to 'vou. If it 

* coats me twenty pounds I will have him discliar- 
' getl thU afternoon. 7-*But you must give his dls- 
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* charge into my hands, without letting the captaiit 

* know any tiling of the matter.' 

The goveraor promised to obey her 'Commands 
in every: particular j nay, he was so very industri- 
ous, tliat though dinner was just then coming upo'tl 
the table, at her earnest request, he set out inime-' 
di^ly on the purpose, and went, ' as he said, id 
pursuit of the lawyer. . 

All tlie other company assembled at table as 
usual, where poor fioolh was the only pei'son out of 
spirits. This was imputed by all present to a wrong 
cause; nay. Miss Matthews herself either could 
not, or would not, suspect tliat there was any thing 
deeper than the despair of being speedily dischar- 
ged, that lay heavy on his mind. . 

However, the mirth of the rest, .and a pretty 
liberal quantity of punch, which he swallowed after 
dinner (for Mias Matthews had oidered a, very 
large bowl at her own expense, to entertain tlia 
good, compa^iy at her farewel) so far exhilarated 
lus spirits, thf^ when the young lady and he re' 
tired to their tea, he had all the marks, of gaiety in 
his countenance, and his eyes sparkled with good 
Juimour^.. 

The {j^tleman and lady had spent about two 
hours in tea-ai^ cqnver«tioB,, whep the governor 
retumpd, and privately delivered to the lady the 
dis^h^jge for her friend, and the sum of eighty-two 
poui^ hve shillings ; the rest.having been, hesaid, 
dishiuned Ui the business of which' he was ready at 
any time to render au exact account. 

Miss, Matthews being again alone with Mr. 
Booth,, she put the discharge into his hand^ de3i'- 
ring him to ask her no questions ; and adding, ' I 
' think, Sir, y/e h^ye neither of us now any thing- 
' more to ^^oMthi9■ place.' She theqisununoned the 
Hioyernor, and ordered A bill of that day's expense, 
.tor long scores were not usual there; and at tlie 
88|»e, tim€ prd^red a-haclfiiey.rcoach,,.without.ha- _ 



D,q,i,i.:db,.GoogIe 



AMELIA. 937 

ting yet determined whither &he woitld go, but 
fully determined she was, wheiever she went, to 
■ take Mr. Booth with her. 

The govertioc was now approaching with a, long - 
toll of paper, when a faint voicd Was heard to cry 
out hastily, ' Where is he?' — and presently a female 
spectre, all pate and breathless, rushed into the 
room, and fell into Mr. Booth's arms, where she 
immediately fainted away. 

Booth made a shift to support his lovely burthen ; 
though he was himself in a condition very little 
different from hers. Miss Matthewi likewise, who 
presently recollected the face of Amelia, was struck 
motionless with the surprise; nay, the governor 
himself, though not easily moved at sights of 
horror, stood aghast^ and neither offered to speak 
nor stir. 

Happily for Amelia, the governess of tl»e man- 
siotis had, out of curiosity^ fotlofred her into the 
room, and was the only useful person present on 
this occasion ; she immediately called for water, 
and ran to the lady's assistance, fell ta loosening 
lier stays, and performed all the offiees- proper at 
such a season ; which had so good an enect, that 
Amelia soon recovered the disorder *hich , the vio- 
lent agitation of her spirits had Caused, and found 
herself alive and awake in her huS^nd^s arms. ■ ■ 

Some tender caresses, and a soft^Whisper of tWo 
past privately between Booth and his lady; nor' wai 
it without great difficulty, that poor Amelia -put 
some restraint on her fondness, in a. place so im* 
proper for a tender interview. She iiow cast her 
eyes round the room, and fixing them On Mi^ 
Matthews, who stood Uke a statue; she soon re- 
collected her, and addressing her by her name, said', 
' Sure, Madam, I cannot be mistaken in those fea- 
' turcs ; though meeting you liete might almost 
* make me suspect my memorj'.' - • ' 

Miss Matthews 's fa.c» was now all ceversy with 
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scarlet. The reader may easily believe she was on 
no account pleased with Amelia's presence; indeed, 
she expected from her some of those insults, of 
which virtuous women are generally so liberal to 
a frail sister; but she \yas mistaken, Amelia -was 
not one 

Who thought the nation ne'er would thrh'C, 
Till all tlie whores were burnt alive. 

Her virtue could support itself with its own intrin- 
sic worth, without borrowing any assistance from 
the vices of other women ; and she considered their 
natural infirmities as the objects of pity, not of 
contempt or abhorrence. 

When Amelia therefore perceived the visi ble con- 
fusion in Miss Matthews, she presently called to re- 
membrance some stories whicn she had imperfectly- 
heard; for as she was not naturally attentive to 
Bcandal, and had kept very little company since 
her return to England, she was far from being a 
mistress of the lady's whole history. However, 
■she had heard enough to impute her confusion to 
the right cause; she advanced to her, and told 
her, she was extremely sorry to meet her in sucli 
a place, but hoped that no very great misfortune . 
was the occasion of it. 

■ Miss Matthews began . by degrees, to recover her 
spirits. She answered, with a reserved air, * I am 
* much obliged to you, Madam, for your concern ; 
' we are all liable to misfortunes in this world. !n- 
' deed, I know not why I should be much ashamed 
' of being in any place where I am in snch good 
' company.' 

Here Booth interposed. He had before acquaint- 
ed Amelia in a whisper, tlia4. his confinement was at 
an end. ' The unfortunate accident, my dear,' said 
,he, ' whi^i brought tliis young lady to this me- 
' lancholy" plitce, ' is entirely determined; and 
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• she is now as absolutely at her liberty as my- 
' self.' 

Amelia imputiHg the eictieme coldness and re- 
serve of the lady to the cause already mentioned, . 
advanced still more and. more in proportion as she 
drew back; till the governor, who had withdrawal 
some time, returned, and acquainted MiSs Mat- 

■ thews th^t her ooflch wa* at the door ; upon wliJch 
the company -soon separated. ■ Amelia and Booth 
went together in Amelia's, coach, and poor Miss 
Matthews was obligedto^retire alone, after having 
satisfied the depiamds of the governor, which in 
one day orfly had amounted to a pretty consider- 
able sum ; for liCi with great dexterity, propor- 
tioned the bills to the abilities of his gueats. . 

It may iseem,' perhaps, wonderful, to some read- 
ers, that Miss Matthews should have maintained 

-that cold Eeserve towards Amelia, so as barely to 

ikeep within the rules of civility, instead of erabra- 

■ciiig an. opijortunity which ^eemed to offer, of 
gainingsomedt^eeofintimacy witha^yife, whose 

.husband she v/as so fond'of; but^ besides that, her 
spirits were entirely discoocerted by so sudden an4 
unexpected a disappointmeiit ; and besides the 

■extreme horrors wJnch she conceived at the pre- 
sence vf her rival, there' is,' I believe, something 
so outrageously suspicious in - the nature of all 
vice, esp^e^ally when joUted mth any great degree 

-of pridfi, tjiat the eyes of those whom we imagine 
privy to our failings, are intolerable to us, and we 

.ase apt to aggravate their opinions- to our dtsad- 

-vaotage far beyond the reality. 
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Cantatning wise Observations of tkt Author, and 
other Matters, _. , 

X HERE is nothing more difficult than to lay 
down any fixed and certain rules for happiness ; or 
indeed to judg;e with any precision of the happi- 
ness of others, from the knowledge of external 
circumstances. There is aometiaies a little speck 
of black in the brightest and gayest colours of 
fortune, which contaminates and deadens the 
whole. On the contrary, when all without looks 
dark and dismal, there is often a secret ray of 
light within the mind, which turns every thing to 
real joy and gladness. 

I have in Uie course of my life seen many occa- 
- sions to make this observation ; and Mr. Booth was 
at present a very pregnant instance yf its truth. 
-He was just ddivered from a prison, and in the 
' possession of his beloved wife and children ; and 
-^which might be imagined gieatly to augment his 
joy) fortune bad done all this (ot him within an 
-hour, without giving him the least waming or rea- 
' sonable expectation of this strange reverse in liis 
.circumstances; and yet it is certain, that there were 
very few men in the worid more seriously miserable 
than he was. at this instant. A deep melancholy 
-seized his mind, and cold damp sweats overspread 
his. person, so that he was scarce animated ; and 
poor Amelia, instead of a fond warm husband, be- 
stowed her caresses on a dull lifeless lump of clay. 
■ He endeavoured, however, at first, as much as pos- 
sible, toconceal what he fettj and attempted, what 
is the hardest of all tasks, to bet the part of a hap- 
py man ; but he found no supply of spirits to carry 
on thiidpceit, and would have probably sunk un- 
der his attempt, had not poor Amelia's simpUciiy 
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helped him to amother fallacy, in which he had 
much better success. 

This worthy woman very plainly perceived the 
disorder in lier husbatKl's mind ; and having no' 
doubt of the cause of it, especially when she saw 
the tears stand in his eyes at the sight of his chil- 
dren, threw hef -arms round his neck, and em- 
braciug him with rapturous fondness, cried ou^- 
*My dear Klly, let nothing make you uneasy. 
^ Heaven will, I doubt not, provide for us and 
' these poor babes. Great fortunes are not neces- 

* sary to'l^ppiness. For my own part, I can 

* level my . mmd ' with any stale ; and for those 
'* poor little things, whatever condition of life we 
*. breed them to, that will be sufficient to main- 
' tain them in. How many thousands abound in 
'affluence, whose fortunes are much lower than 
' ours! ibrit Js not from nature, but from educa- 
"* tlon and habit, that our wants are chiefly de- 
' rived. Make yourself easy therefore, my dear 
*]ove; for you have a wife who Avill think herself 

* happy with you, and endeavour to make you so 

* in any situation. Fear nothing, Billy, industry 
■"will always provide us a wholesome meal; and I 
'will take care, that neatness and cheerfulness 
'shall make it a pleasant one." 

, Booth presently took the cue which 'she had 
given him. He fixed his eyes on her for a minute 
with great earnestness and inexpressible tend«(» 
ness ; and then cried, ' O my Amelia, how much 
' are you my superior in every perfection ! how 
*, wise, how great, how noble are your sentiments ! 
' why can I not imitate what 1 so much admire^ 
.' why can I not look with your qnnstancy, oij 
'.those dear little pledges of our loves.' All my 
' philosophy is baffled with the thought that my 
'.Amelia's children are to struggle with a cruel, 
'har<l, unfeeling world, and to buftet those waves 
' of fortune which have overwhelmed their father. 
' — Here I own I want your firmnesa, and am not 
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* without an excuse for wanting it; for am I not 
'the cruel cause of all your wretchedness? have' 
' I not stept between you and fortune, and been 
' the cursed obstacle to all your greatness and 
' happiness?' 

' Say not so, my love,' answered »he. ' Great 
' I might have been, but never happy with any 
'other man. Indeed, dear Billy, I laugh at the 

* fears you formerly raised in me ; what seemed 

* so terrible at a distance, now it approaches 

* nearer, appears to have been a mere bugbear— 
' and let this comfort you, that I look on myself 
' at this day as the happiest of women ; nor have 
' I done any thing wliich I do not rejoice in, and 

* ^ould, if I had the gift of prescience, do again.* 

Booth was so overcome with this behaviour, 
that he had no words to answer. To say the 
truth, it was difficult to find any worthy of the 
occasion. He threw himself prostrate at her feet, 
whence poor Amelia was forced to use all her 
strength as well as entreaties to raise, and place 
him in his chair. 

Such is ever the fortitude of perfect innocence, 
and such the depression of guilt in uiinds not ut- 
terly abandoned. Booth was naturally of a san- 
guine temper; nor would any such apprehensions 
as he mentioned have been sufficient to have re- 
strained his joy, at meeting with his Amelia. In 
fact, areflexion on the injurv he had done hef 
was the sole cause of his grief This it was that 
enervated his heart, and threw him into agonies, 
which all that profusion of heroic tenderness that 
the most excellent of women intended for his com- 
fort, served only to heighten and aggravate; as 
the more she rose in his admiration, the more she 
quickened his sense of his own unworthiness. 
■ After a disagreeable evening, the first of that 
kind that he had ever past with his Amelia, in 
which he had the utmost difficulty to force a little 
■ cheerfulnesB, and in which her spirits were at length 
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OTcrpowered by discerning the oppression on his, 
they retired to rest, or rather to misery, which 
need not be described. 

The next morning at breakfast, Booth began to 
recover a little from his melancholy, and to taste 
the company of bis ciiildren. He now first 
thought of inquiring of Ameha, by what means 
she bad discovered the place of his confinement. 
Amelia, after gently rebuking him for not having 
himself acquainted her with it, informed him, that 
it was known all over the country, and that she 
had traced the original of it to her sister; who 
had spread the news with a malicious joy, and 
added a circumstance which would have fright- 
ened her to death, had not her knowledge of him 
made her give Httle credit to it, which was, that 
he was committed for murder. But though she 
had discredited this part, she said, the not hearing 
from him, during several successive posts, made 
her too apprehensive of the rest: that she got a 
conveyance therefore for herself and children to 
Salisbury ; from whence the stage-coach had 
brought them to town, and having deposited the 
children at his lodging, of which he liad sent her 
an account on his first arrival in town, she took a 
hack, and came directly to the prison where she 
heard he was, and where she found hiih. 

Booth excused himself, and with truth, as to his 
not having writ; for, in fact, he had writ twice 
from the prison, though he had mentioned nothing • 
of his confinement ; but as he sent away his let- • 
ters after nine at night, the fellow, to whom they 
Were intrusted, had burnt them both for the sake 
of putting the twopence in his own pocket, or 
rather in the pocket of the keeper of the next 
gin-shop. 

As to the account wliich Amelia gave him, it 
served rather to raise than to satisfy his curiosity. 
He began to suspect, that some person bad seen 
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both him and Miss Matthews together in the 
prison, and had confounded her case with his; 
and this the circumstance of murder made the 
more probable. But who this person should be, 
he could not guess. After giving himself there- 
fore some pains in forming conjectures to no pur- 
pose, he was forced to rest contented with his ig- 
norance of the real truth. 

Two or three days now past without producing 
any thing remarkable ; unless it were, that Sooth 
more and more recovered his spirits, and had now 
almost regained his former degree of cheerfulness, 
when the following letter arrived, again to: tor- 
ment him : 

'dearbillv, 
* To convince you I am die most reasonable of 
' women, I have given you up three whole days 
' to the unmolested possession of my fortunate 
' rival , I can refrain no longer from lettingiyou 
' know that I lodge in Dean-street, not rar from 
' the church, at the sign of the Pelican and Trum- 

EEt; where I expect this evening to See you — 
elieve me, I am with more aftectionthan any 
' other woman in the world can be, ■ . 
* My dear Billy, 

' Your affectionate, fond, doating 

'F.Matthews,' 

Booth tore the letter with rage, and threw it 
into the fire; resolving never to visit the lady 
more, unless it was to pay her the money she had 
lent him, which he was determined to do the very 
first opportunity; for it was not at present in his 
power. 

"Hiis letter threw him back into his fitof dejec- 
tion, in which he had not continued long, when 
a packet from the country brought hJm the fol- 
lowing fVom his friend Dr. Harrison; 
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* SIB, Lyons, January 21, N. S. 

' Though I am now on my return home, I 

* have taken up my pen to comraLinicate to you 
■* some news i have heard from England, which 
' gives me mach nueasiness, and concerning which 

* I can indeed deliver my sentiments vith' much 

* more ease this way than any other. In my an- 

* swer to youf last, I very freely gave you my 

* opinion, in which it was my niisfortune to dis- 
' approve of every step yoti had taken ; but those 
' were all pardonable errors. Can you he so par- 
'tial to yourstill; upon cool and sober reHexio^, 
' to think what I am going to mention is so? I 
■' promise you, it appears to me a folly of so mon- 
' stress a kind, that, had I heard it from any but 

* a person of the highest honour, I ahouUlhave 
'■ rejected it as utterly incredible. I hope you 
' ali^ady guess what I am about to niimc; liince, 

* Heaven fprbid, your conduct shouUl afford you 
■* any ciioice of such gross instances of weakness. 

* In a word, then, you have setiip-an equipage. 

* What shall I invent in your excuse, either to 
■' others or t5o myself? In truth, I can find no 

* excuse for you, and what is mure, I am certain 
' yoH can find none for yourself. ' I Bitist deal 
' therefore ■ very plainly and sincerely with you. 

* Vanity is ahvays contemptible; but when joinet^ 

* with dishonesty, it becomes odious and detest- 
' able. ' At whose cxpenserare you to«ui>iiort this 
'equipage? is it not entirely at the exjrfnse^of 
:' others? and will it not finally end in that of your 
' poor wife and children r you know you are two 
' years in arrears to nje. If I coukl impute this to 
' any extraordinaTy or common accident, I think 
■f I should nerer have mentioned it.; but I' wiM mot 
f suffer my mone)'^ to- support the ridiculous, 
' antl, I must say, ■ criniiDal vanity of ady;one.i ; I 
' expect, thereibzeitolfieti, at mj letuni, that you 
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' have either discharged my whole debt, or your 

* equipage. Let me beg you seriously to consider 
' you circumstances and condition in life, and to 
' lemember that your situation will not justify 
' any tlie least unnecessary expense. Simply to 
' be pvor, says my favouiite (iieck historian, teas 
' not held scandalous by the -wise Athenians, but 

* liighly so, to ozve thai povtrty to our own indis- 

* cretion. Present my alfectlons to Mrs. Booth, 

* and be assured, that I shall not, without great 

* reason, and great pain too, ever cease to be, 

' \ our most faitliful friend, 

' 11. Harhison.' 

Had this letter come at any other time, it would 
liave given Booth the most sensible atfliction ; but 
so totally had the affair of Miss Matthews pos- 
sessed his mind, that, hke a man in tlie most 
raging fit of the gout, he was scarce capable of 
any additional torture; nay, he even made an use 
of this latter epistle, as it served to account to 
Amelia for that concern which he really felt on 
another account. The poor deceived lady, there- 
fore, applied herself to give him comfort wliere he 
least wanted it. She said, he might easily per- 
ceive that the matter had been misrepresented to 
the doctor, who would not, she was sure, retain 
the least anger against him when he knew the real 
truth. . 

After a short conversation on this subject, in 
which Booth appeared to be greatly consoled by 
the arguments of his wife, they parted. lie went 
to take a walk in the Park, and she remained at 
home, to prepare him his dinner. 

lie was no soimer departed than his little boy, 
not quite six years old, said to Amelia, ' La ! 
' mamma, what is the matter with poor papa, what 
' makes him look so as if he was going to cry? he 

* is not half so merry as he used to be in jha 
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* country.' Amelia answered, ' Oh ! my dear, ' 

* your papa is only a little thoughtful, he will be 

* merry again soon.' — Then looking fondly on her 
children, she hurst into an agony of teai-s, and 
cried, 'Oh Heavens! what have these poor .little 

* infants done? why will the bajbarous world en- 

* deavour to starve thein, by depriving us of our 
' only friend ? — O my dear, your father is runicd, 

* and we are undone !' — The children presently ac- 
companied their mother's tears, and the daughter 
cried — ' Why, will any body hurt poor papar hath 
' he done any harm to any body r' — ' No, my dear 
' child,' said the mother, ' he is the best man in 
' the world, and therefore they hate him.* Upon 
which the hoy, who was extremely sensible at his 
years, answered, ' Nay, mamma, how can that be? 

* have not you often told me, that if 1 was good, 
' every body would love me?' ' All good ])eople 
' will,' answered she. ' Why don't they love papa 
'then?' replied the child, 'foe I am sine he is 
' very good.' ' So they do, my dear,* satd the 
mother, ' but there are more bad people in the 
' world, and they will hate you for your goodness.' 
' Why then bad people,' cries the child, ' are loved 

* by more than the good.' — ' No matter for that, 

* my dear,' said she, ' the love of one good person 

* is more worth having, than that of a thousand 

* wickad ones ; nay, if there was no such jjcrson 
' in the world, still yon must be a good boy; for 

* there is one in Heaven who will love you, and 
' his love is better for you than that of all uian- 
' kind.' 

This little dialogue, we are apprehensive, will be 
read with contempt by many ; mdced, we should 
not have thought it worth recording, was it notfor 
the excellent example which Amelia here givea 
to all mothers. This admirable woman never let 
a day pass, without instructing her children in 
some lesson of religion aud morality. - By w^cb 
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means she had, in their tender minds, so strongly 
annexed the ideas of fear and shame to every idea 
of evil of which they were susceptible, that it tnust 
require great pains and length of habit to separate 
tliem. Though she was the tenderest of mothers, 
she never suffered any symptom of malevolence to 
shew itself in their most trifling actions without 
discouragement, without rebuke; and, if it broke 
forth with any rancour, without punishment. In 
which she had such success, that not the least 
marks of pride, envy, malice, or spile discovered 
itself in any of their little words or deeds. 



Jn which Amelia appears in no unamiable Light, 

xVMELIA, ivith the assistance of a little girl, 
who was their only servant, had drest her dinner; 
and she had likewise drest herself as neat as any 
lady, who had a regular set of servants, could 
have done; when Booth returned, and brought 
with him his friend James, whom he had met with 
in the Park ; and who, as Booth absolutely refused 
to dine away from his wife, to whom he had pro- 
mised to return, had invited himself to dine with 
him. Amelia had none of that paltry pride 
which possesses so many of her sex, and which dis- 
concerts their tempers, and gives them the air and 
looks of furies, if their husbands bring in an unex- 
pected guest, without giving them timely warning 
to provide a sacrifice to their own vanity. Amelia 
received her husband's friend with the utmost 
complaisance and good humour; she inade indeed 
some apology for the homeliness of her diDner; 
but it was politely turned as a compliment tiiJVIr. 
James.'s friendship, which could carry hira where 
he was sure of being so ill entertained j aiid gave 
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"not the least hint how magnificently she would 
have provided, had she eo'pected the favour of so 
much good compaity. A phrase which is generally 
meant to contain not only an apology for the lady 
of the house, but a tacit satire on her guests for 
their intrusion, and is at least a strong insinuation 
that they are not welcome. 

Amelia failed not to inquire very earnestly after 
her old friend Mrs. James, formerly Miss Bath, 
and was very sorry to find that she was not in 
town. . The truth was, as James had married out 
of a violent liking of, or appetite to, her person, 
possession had surfeited him, and he was now 
grown so heartily tired of hi« wife, that she had 
very little of his company; she was forced there- 
fore to content herself with heing the mistress of 
a large house and equipage in the country, ten 
months in the year by herself The other two he 
indulged her with the diversion's of the town, but 
then, though they lodged under the same roof, 
she had little more of her husband's society, than 
if they had been one hundred miles apart. With 
all this, as she was a woman of calm passions, she 
made herself contented ; for she had never had any 
violent affection for James ; the match was of the 
prudent kind, and to her advantage ; for his for- 
tune, by the death of an uncle, was become very 
considerable; and she had gained every thing by 
the bargain but a husband, which her constitution 
sufifered her to be very well satisfied without. 

When Amelia, afler dinner, retired to her chil- 
dren, James began to talk to his friend concern- 
ing his aflairs. He advised Booth very earnestly 
to think of getting again into the army, in which 
he himself had met with such success, that he had 
obtained the command of a regiment, to which 
his brother- in-inw was Uen tenant- colonel. These 
preferments they'both owed to the favour of for- 
tune only ; for though there was no objection to 
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either of their military characters, yet neitliet of 
them had any extraordinary desert ; and, if merit 
in the service was a sufficient recommendation^ 
Booth, who had been twice wounded in tlie siege, 
seemed to have the fairest pretensions; but he 
remained a poor half-pay lieutenant, and the others 
were, as we have said, one of them a lieutenant- 
colonel, and the other had a regimenL Such rises 
we often see in life, without being able to give any 
satisfactory account of the means, and therefore 
asciibe them to the good fortune of the person. 

Both Colonel James and his brother-in-law were 
members of parliament; for as the uncle of the 
former had left him, together with his estate, an 
almost certain interest in a borough, so he chose 
to confer this favour on Colonel Kith; a circum- 
stance which would have been highly immaterial 
to mention here ; but as it serves to set forth the 
goodness of James, who endeavoured to make up 
in kindness to the family, what he wanted in 
fondness for his wife. 

Colonel James then endeavoured all in his power 
to persuade Booth to think again of a military 
Jife, and veiy kindly offered him his interest to- 
wards obtaining him a company in the regiment 
under his command. Booth must have been a 
madman, in his present circumstances, to have 
hesitated one moment at accepting such an offer, 
and he well knew Amelia, notwithstanding. her 
aversion to the army, was much too wise to make 
■the least scruple of giving her consent Nor waS' 
he, as it appeared afterward^ mistaken in his opi- 
nion of his wife's understanding : for she made' 
not the least objection when it was commnnicateW 
to her, but contented herself with an express stipu- 
lation, that wherever he was commanded to go 
(for the regiment was now abroad) she would ac- 
company him. 

Booth, therefore, accepted his friend's proposal 
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with a profusion of acknowledgements; and it was ' 
agreed, tliat Booth shoMid draw up a memorial of 
his pretensions, which Colonel James undertook 
to present to some man of power, and to back it 
with all the force he had. 

Nor did the friendship of the colonel stop here. 
' You will excuse me, dear Booth,' said he, ' if 
' after what you have told me' (for he had been 
very explicit in revealing his affairs to him) ' I 
* suspect you must want money at this time. If 
' that be the case, as I am certain it must be, I 
' ha,ve fifty pieces at your service.' This genero- 
sity brought the tears into Booth's eyes; and he 
at length confest, that he had not five guineas in 
the house; upon which James gave him a bank- 
bill for twenty pounds, and said, he would give 
him thirty more the liext time he saw hun. 

Thu^ did this generous colonel (for generous he 
really was to the highest degree) restore peace and 
comfort to this little family; and by tiiis act of 
beneficence make two of tlie worthiest people two 
of the happiest that evening. 

Here, reader, give nie leave to stop a minute, to 
lament that so few are to be found of this benign 
disposition ; that, while wantonness, vanity, avarice 
and ambitioii are every day rioting and triumphing 
in the follies and weakness, the ruin and desolation 
of mankind, scarce one man in a thousand is ca- 
pable of tasting the happiness of others. Nay, 
give me leave to wonder that pride, which is con- 
stantly struggling, and often imposing on itself to 
gain some little pre-eminence, should so seldom 
hint to us the only certain as well as laudable way 
6f setting ourselves above another man, and that 
is, by becoming his benefactor. 
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Containing an Eulogium upon Innocence, and other 
grave Matters. 

JjOOTH past that evening, antl all the sue-" 
ceeding day, with his Amelia, without the inter- 
ruption of almost a single thought concerning 
Miss Matthews, after having deteimined to go on 
the Sunday, tlie only day he could venture with' 
out the verge in the present state of his aft'airs, and 
pay her what she had advanced for him in the pri- 
son. But she had not so long patience ; for the 
third day, while he was sitting with Amelia, a letter 
Was hrought to him. As he knew the hand, he- 
immediately put it in his pocket unopened, noE 
without such an alteration in his countenance, that 
had Amelia, who was then playing with one of tlie 
children, cast her eyes towards him, she must have 
remarked it. This accident, however, luckily gave 
him time to recover himself; for Amelia was so 
deeply engaged with the little one, that she did not 
even remark the delivery of the letter. The maid 
soon after returned into the room, saying, the chair^ 
man desired to know if there was any answer tp- 
the letter — ' What letter,' cries Booth. — ' The letter 
' I gave you just now,' answered the girl. — ' Sure^ 
cries Booth, ' the child is mad, you gave me n» 
' letter.' — ' Yes, indeed, I did, Sir,' said the poov 
girl. ' Why, then, as sure as fate,' cries Booth, 
'I threw it into the fire in my reverie; why, 
' child, why did you not tell me it was a letter.^ 
' bid the chairman come up, — stay, I will go down 
' myself; for he will otherwise dirt the stairs witli. 
* his feet,' 

Amelia was gently, chiding the girl for her care- 
lesuess, when Booth returned, saying, it was very 
true that she had delivered him a letter from 
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Colonel James, and that perhaps it miglit be of 
consequence. ' However,' says he, ' 1 will step to 
' the coffee-house, and send him an account of 
' this strange accident, which I know he will par- . 
' don in my present situation.' 

Booth was overjoyed at this escape, which poor 
Amelia's tolut want of all jealousy and suspicion 
made it very easy for him to accomplish; buthi^ 
pleasure was considerably abated, when, upon 
openiner the letter, he found it to contain, mixed 
with several very strong expressions of love, some 
pretty warm ones of the upbraiding kind ; but 
what most alanned him was a hint, that it was in 
her (Miss Matthews's) power, to make Amelia as 
miserable as herself. Besides the general know- 
ledge of 

Furens quidfamina pos&it, 

he had more particular reasons to apprehend the 
rage of a lady, who had given so strong an in- 
stance how far she could carry her revttige. She 
had already sent a chairman to his lodgings, with 
a positive command not to return witliEmt an an- 
swer to her letter^ This might of itself have pos- 
sibly occasioned a discovery; and he thought he 
had great reason to fear, that if she did not cdrry 
matters so far as purposely and avowedly to re- 
veal the secret to Amelia, her indiscretion would at 
least eftect the discovery of that which he would 
at any price ha\^ concealed. Under these terrors 
he mighty I behve, be considered as the most 
Wretched of human beings. 

Q innocence, how glorious and happy a por- 
tion art thou to the breast that possesses tnee ! 
thou fearest neither the eyes nor the tongues of 
men. Truth, the most powerful of all thmgs, is 
thy strongest friend ; and the brighter the light is 
in which thou art displayed, the more it discovers 
thy transcendent beauties. Cuitt, on the coa- 
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trary, like a base thief, suspects every eye that 
beholds him to be privy to his transgressions, and 
every tongue that mentions his name to be pro- 
claiming them. Fraud and falsehood are his 
weak and treacherous allies ; and he lurks trem- 
hhng in the dark, dreading every ray of light, lest 
it should discover him, and give him up to shame 
and punishment. 

While Booth was walking in the Park with all 
these horrors in his mind, he again met his friend 
Colonel James, who soon took notice of that deep 
concern which the other was incapable of hiding. 
After some little conversation, Bootl^ said, ' Sly 
' dear colonel, 1 am sure I must be the most insen- 
' sible of men, if I did not look on you as the best 
' and the truest friend; I will, therefore, without 
' scruple, repose a confidence in you of the highest 
' kind. I have often made you privy to my ne- 

* cessities, I will now acquaint you with my shame, 
' provitled you have leisure enough to give me a 
' heariug : for I must open to you a long history, 

* since I Avill not reveal my fault, without inform- 
' ing you, at the same time, of those circum- 
' stances which, I hope, will in some measure 
.' excuse it.' 

Tlie colonel very readily agreed to give his 
friend a patient bearing. So they walked di- 
rectly to a coffee-house at the corner of Spring- 
Garden, where, being in a room by themselves, 
BooUi opened his whole heart, and acquainted thfi 
colonel with his amour with Miss Matthews, from 
the very beginning to his receiving that letter 
which had caused all his present uneasiness, and 
which he now delivered into his friend's hand. 
■ The colonel read the letter very attentively 
twice over (he was silent indeed long enougli to 
have read it oftener) ; and then, turning to Booth, 
said, ' Well, Sir; and is it so grievous a calamity 
,' to be the object of a young lady's affection ; es- 
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' pecially of one whom you allow to be so ex- 
' tremely handsome ?' ' Nay, but my dear friend/ 
cries Booth, 'do not jest wjth me; you who 
' know my Amelia.' ' Weil, my dear friend,' an- 
swered James, 'and you know Amelia, and this 

* lady too — But what would you have me do for 
' your" ' I would have you give me your advice,' 
says Booth, ' by what method I shall get rid of 
' this dreadful woman without a discovery.' ' And 
' do you really,' cries the other, 'desire to get lid 
' of her?' 'Can you doubt' it,' saith Booth, 'after 
' what I have communicated to you, and after 
' what you yourself have seen in my family? for 
' I hope, notwithstanding this fatal sHp, I do not 
' appear to you in the light of a profligate.' 
' Well,' answered James, ' and whatever light I 
' may appear to you in, if you are really tired of 

* the lady, and if she be really what you have re- 
' presented her, I'll endeavourto take her off your 
' hands; but I insist upon it, that you do not de- 
' ceive me in any particular.' Booth protested in 
the most solemn manner, that every word which 
he had spoken was strictly ti-ue; and being asked 
whether he would give his honour never more to 
visit the lady, he assured James that he never 
would. He then, at his friend's request, delivered 
him Miss Matthews's letter, in which was a second 
direction to her lodgings, and declared to him, 
that if he could bring him safely out of this ter- 
rible affair, he should think himself to have a still 
higher obligation to his friendship, than any which 
he had already received from it. 

Booth pressed the colonel to go home with him 
to dinner; but he excused himself, being, as he 
said, already engaged. However, he undertook in 
the afternoon to do all in his power, that Booth 
should receive no more alarms from the quarter of 
Mis» Matthews, whom the colonel undertook to 
pay all the demands she had on his friend. They 
A a S 
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then separated. The colonel went to dinner at 
the King's-Arnis, and Booth returoed ia high 
spirits to meet his Amelia. 

Tlie next day, early in the morning, the colonel 
came to the coffee-house, and sent for his friend, 
who lodged but at a little distance. The colonel 
told him he had a little exaggerated the lady's 
beauty ; however, he said, he excused that; ' For 

* you might think, perhaps,' cries he, ' that your 
' inconstancy to the finest woman in the world 
' might want some excuse. Be that as it will,' 
said he, ' you may make yourself easy, as it will 

* be, I am convinced, your own fault, if you have 
' ever any further molestation from Miss Mat- 

* thews.' 

Booth poured forth very warmly a great profu- 
sion of gratitude on this occasion; and nothing 
more anywise material past at this interview, which 
was very short, the colonel being in a great hurry, 
as he had, he said, some business of very great 
importance to transact that morning. 

The colonel had now seen Booth twice, without 
remembering to give him the thirty pounds. 
This the latter imputed entirely to forgetfulness; 
for he had always found the promises of the for- 
mer to be equal in value M'ith the notes or bonds 
of other people. He was more surprised at M'liat 
happened the next day, when meeting his fiicnd 
in the Park, he received only a cold salute from 
him ; and though he past him five or sij^ times, 
, apd the colonel was walking with a single officer 
o'rno great rank, and with whom he seemed in no 
earnest conversation, yet could -not Booth, who 
was alone, obtain any further notice from him. 

This gave the poor man some alarm ; though 
he could scarce persuade himself there was any 
design in all this coldness or forgetfulness. Once 
he imagined ttiat he had lessened himself in the 
colonel'a opinion, by having discovered his in- 
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constancy to Amelia; but the known character 
of the other presently cured him oF this suspicion, 
for he was a perfect libertine with regard to wo- 
men; that being indeed the principal blemish in 
his character, which otherwise might have de- 
served much commendation for good nature, gene- 
rosity, and friendship. But he carried this one to 
a most unpardonable height; and made no scruple 
of openly declaring, that if he ever liked a woman 
well enough to be uneasy on her account, he would 
cure himself, if he could, by enjoying her, what- 
ever might be the consequence. 

Booth could not therefore be persuaded that the 
colonel would so highly resent in another a faul^ 
of which he was himself most notoriously guilty. 
After much consideration, he could derive this be- 
haviour from nothing better than a capriciousnfss 
in his friend's temper, from a kind of inconstancy 
of mind, which makes men grow weary of their 
friends, with no more reason than they often are of 
their mistresses. To say the truth, there are jilts 
in friendship as well as in love; and by the beha- 
viour of some men in both, one would almost ima- 
gine that they industriously sought to gain the 
affections of others, with a view only of making 
the parties miserable. 

This was the consequence of the colonel's beha- 
viour to Booth. Former calamities had afflicted 
him, but this almost distracted him; and the more 
so, as he was not able well to account for such 
conduct, nor to conceive the reason of it. 

Amelia, at his return, presently perceived the 
disturbance in his mind, though he endeavoured 
with his utmost power to hide it; and he was at 
length prevailed upon by her entreaties to discover 
to her the cause of it ; which she no sooner heard, 
than she applied as judicious a remedy to his dis- 
ordered spirits, as either of those great mental phy- 
eicians, Tully or Aristotle, could have thought of. 
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She used many arguments to persuade him that he 
was in an error ; and had mistaken forgetfulness 
and carelessness for a designed neglect. 

But as this physic was only eventually good, 
and as its efficacy depended on her being in the 
right, a point in whicli she was not apt to be too 
positive, she thought fit to add some consolation 
of a more certain and positive kind. ' Admit,' 
said she, ' my dear, that Mr. James should prove 
'the unaccountable person you have suspected, 
*and should, without being able to allege any 
' cause, withdraw his friendship from you (for 
' surely the accident of burning his letter is too 
' trifling and ridiculous to mention), why should 
' this grieve you? the obligations he hath conferred 
' on you, I allow, ought to make his misfortunes 
' almost your own; but they should not, I think, 
' mzkt you see his faults so very sensibly, espe- 
' cially when, by one of the greatest faults in the 
' world committed against yourself, he hath con- 
' siderably lessened all obligations ; for sure, if the 
' same person who hath contributed to my hap-^ 

* piness at one time, doth every thing in his 
' po\ver maliciously and wantonly to make nie 

* miserable at another, I ^m very httle obliged to 

* such a person. And let it he a comfort to my 
' dear Billy, that, however other friends may 

* prove false and fickle to him, he hath one friend, 
' whom no inconstancy of her own, nor any 

* change of his fortune, nor time, nor age, nor 
' sickness, nor any accident, can ever alter; but 
' who will esteem, will love, and doat on him for 
' ever.' So saying, she flung her snowy arms; 
about his neck, and- gave him a caress so 
tender, that it seemed almost to balance all the 
nialice of his fate. 

And, indeed, the behaviour of Amelia would 
have made him completely happy, in defiance of 
all adverse circumstances, had it not been for those 
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bitter ingredients which lie himself had thrown into 
his cup; and which prevented him from truly re- 
lishing his Amelia's sweetness, by cruelly remind- 
ing him how unworthy he was of this excellent 
creature. 

Jjooth did not long remain in the dark as to the 
conduct of James, which, at first, appeared to him 
to be so great k mystery ; for this very afternoon he 
received a letter from Aliss Matthews, which unra- ■ 
veiled the whole affair. By this letter, which was 
full of bitterness and upbraiding, he discovered 
that James was his rival with that lady, and was, 
indeed, the identical person who had sent the hun- 
dred pound note to Miss Matthews, when in the 
prison. He had reason to believe likewise, as welt 
by the letter as by other circumstances, that James 
had hitherto been an unsuccessful lover; for the 
lady, though she had forfeited all title to virtue, 
had not yet so far forfeited all pretensions to deli- 
cacy, as to be, like the dirt in the street, indiffe- 
rently common to all. Siie distributed her fa- 
vours only to those she Uked, in which number 
that gentleman had not the happiness of being 
included. 

Wlien Booth had made this discovery, he was 
not so little versed in human nature, as any longer 
to hesitate at the true motive to the colonels con- 
duct; for he well knew how odious a sight a happy 
rival is to an unfortunate lover, I belie%'e he was, 
in reality glad to assign the cold treatment he had 
received from his friend, to a cause, which, how- 
ever unjustifiable, is at the same time highly na- 
tural; and to acquit him of a levity, fickleness, 
and caprice, which he must have been unwillingly 
obliged to have seen in a much worse hght. 

He now resolved to take the fii-st opportunity of 
accosting the colonel, and of coming to a pertect 
explanation upon the whole natter. He debated 
'likewise with himself, whether he should not throw 
himself at Amelia's feet, and confess a crime to ' 
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her, which he found so little hopes of concealing;, 
and which he foresaw would occasion him so many 
difficulties and terrors to endeavour to conceal. 
Happy had it been for him, had he wisely pursued 
this step; since, in. all probability, he would have 
i-ecejved immediate forgiveness from the best of 
women; but he had not suthcient resolution ; or, 
to speak perhaps more truly, he had too much 
pride to confess his guilt, and preferred the danger 
of the highest inconveniencies to the certainty of 
being put to the blush. 



CHAP. VT. 



In which may appear, that Violence is sometimes 
done to the Name of Love. 

W HEN that happy day came, in which unhal-. 
lowed hands are forbidden to contaminate the 
shoulders of the unfortunate, Booth went early to 
the coloners house, and being admitted to his 
presence, began with great freedom, though with 
great gentleness, to complain of his not having 
dealt with him with ihore openness; * Why, my 

* dear colonel,' said he, ' would you not acquaint 

* me with that secret which this letter hath dis- 

* closed?' James read the letter, at which "his 
countenance changed more than once ; and then, 
after a short silence, said, ' Mr. Booth, I have 
' been to blame, I own it; and you upbraid me 
' with justice. The true reason was, that I was 

* ashamed of my own folly. D — n me, Booth, if 
' I have not been a most consummate fool, a very 
' dupe to this woman ; and she hath a particular 

* pleasure in making me so. I know what the 
''impertinence of virtue is, and I can submit to it ; 
' but to be treated thus by a whore — You must 

* forgive me, dear Booth, but your success was a 
' ' kind of triumph over me, which I could »ot bear, 
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' I own, I have not the least reason to concei%'e 

* any anger against you ; and yet, curse me, if I 
'should not have been less displeased at your iy- 

■*ing with my own wife; nay, I could almost 
' have parted with half my fortune to you more' 
' willingly, than have suffered you to receive that 
' trifle of my money, which you received at her 

* hands. However, I ask your pardon, and I 
'promise you, I will nevermore think of you with 
' the least ill-will, on the account of tjiis woman ; 

* but as for her, d — n me, if I do not enjoy her by 
"* some means or other, whatever it costs me; for 
' I am already above two hundred pounds out of 
•' pocket, without having scarce had a smile in 
' return.' 

Booth expressed much astonishment at this de- 
claration ; he said, he could not conceive how it 
was possible to have such an afFection for a woman, 
who did not shew the least inclination to return it. 
James gave her a hearty curse, and said, ' Pox of 
*her inclination ; I want only the possession of her 

* person; and that you will allow is a very fine one. 
' But, besides my passion for her, she hath now 
' piqued my pride; for how can a man of my tbr- 
' tune brook being refused by a whore ?' 'Since 

* you are so set on the business,' cries Booth, 'you 

* will excuse my saying so; I fancy you had better 

* change your method of applying 10 her , for, as 

* she is, perhaps, the vainest woman upon earth, 
' your bounty may probably do you little service ; 
' nay, may rather actually disoblige her. Vanity is 

* plainly her predominant passion, and, if you will 
' administer to that, it will infallibly throw her into 
' your arms. To this I attribute my own unfortu- 
' nate success. Whilst she relieved my wants and 
' distresses, she was daily feeding her own vanity ; 

* whereas, as every gift of yours asserted your su- 
' * periorjty, it rather offended than pleased her. In- 

' deed, women generally love to be of the obliging 
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* side ; and if we examine their favourites, we shall 

* find them to be much oftener such as they have 

* conferred obligations on, than auch as they have 
' received them irom.' 

There was something in this speech which 
pleased the colonel ; and be said, with a smile, ' I 

* don't know how it is. Will ; but you know women 

* better than I.' ' Perhaps, colonel,' answered 
Booth, * I have studied their minds more.' ' I 
' don't, however, much envy you your knowledge,' 
replied the otlier ; ' for I never think their minds 
' worth consi<lcring. However, I hope I shall pro- 
' fit a little by your experience with Miss Mat- 
' thews. Damnation seize the proud insolent har- 
■' lot! the devil take me, if I don't love her more 

* than I ever loved a woman !' 

The rest of their conversation turned on Booth's 
affairs. The colonel again reassumed the part of a 
friend, gave him the remainder of the money, and 
promised to take the first opportunity of laying his 
memorial before a great man. 

Booth was greatly overjoyed at this success. 
Nothing now lay on his mind, but to conceal his 
frailty from Amelia, to wliom he was afraid Miss 
Matthews, in the rage of her resentment, would 
communicate it. This apprehension made him stay 
almost constantly at home; and he trembled at 
every knock at the door. His fear, moreover, be- 
trayed him into a meanness which he would have 
heartily despised on any other occasion. This was 
to order the maid to deliver him any letter directed 
to Amelia; at the same time strictly charging her 
not to acquaint her mistress with her having re- 
ceived any such orders, 

A servant of any acuteness would have formed 
strange conjectures from such an injunction ; but 
this poor girl was of peifect simplicity; so great 
indeed was her simplicity, that had not Amelia 
been void of all suspicion of her husband, the 
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iT.aid would have soon after betrayed her tana-- 
ter. 

One afternoon, whde they were drinking tea, 
little Betty, so was the maid called, came into the 
room; and calling her master forth, delivered hira 
a card which was divecled to Amelia. Booth hav- 
ing read tiie card, on his return into the room, 
chid the girl for calling him, saying, ' If you can 
'read, child, you must see it was directed to your 
'mistress.' — To this the girl answered pertly e- 
nough, * I am sure, Sir, you ordered me to bring 
' every letter first to you.' This hint, witli many 
women, would have been sufficient to have blown 
up the whole afiair; but Amelia, who heard what 
the giri said, through the medium of love and 
confidence, saw the matter in a much better light 
than it deserved ; and, looking tenderly on Tier 
husband, said, ' Indeed, my love, I must blame 

* you for a conduct, which, perhaps, I ought ra- 

* ther to praise, as it proceeds only from the ex- 
' treme tenderness of your affection. But why will 
' you endeavour to keep any secrets from me? be- 

* lieve me, for my own sake, you ought not; for, 
'as you cannot hide the consequences,, you make 
' me always suspect ten times worse than the rea- 

* lity. While I have you and my children well 
' before my eyes, I am capable effacing any news 
' which can arrive ; for what ill news can come 

* (unless indeed it concerns my little babe in tlie 
' countiy) which doth not relate to the badness of 

* our circumstances? and those, I thank Heaven, 
' we have now a fair prospect of retrieving. Be- 

* sides, dear Billy, though my understanding be 
' much inferior to yours, I have sometimes had thd 
' happiness of luckily hitting on some argument 
' which hath afforded you comfort. This you 

* know, my dear, was the case with regard to Co- 
' louel James, whom I persuaded you to think you 
' bad mistaken, and you s^e the evept proved mc 
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' in the right' So happily, both for herself and 
Mr. Booth, did the excellence of this good wo- 
man's disposition deceived her, and force her 
to see every thing in the most advantageous hght 
to her husband. 

The curd beint; now inspected, was found to 
contain the compliments of Mrs. James to Mrs. 
Booth, with an account of her being arrived in 
town, and having brought with her a very great 
cold. - Amelia was oveijoyed at the news of her ar- 
rival ; and having drest heiself in the utmost hurry, 
left her children to the care of her husband, and 
ran away to pay her respects to her friend, whom 
she loved with a most sincere affection. But how 
was she disappointed, when, eager with the utmost 
impatience, and exulting with the thoughts of pre- 
sently seeing her beloved friend, she was answered 
at the door that thelady was not at liome ! nor 
could she, upon telling her name, obtain any ad- 
mission. Tnis, considering the account she had 
received of the lady's cold, greatly surprised her; 
and she returned home very much vexed at her 
disappointment. 

Amelia, who had no sus]>icion that Mrs. James 
was really at home, and, as the phrase is, was de- 
nied, would have made a second visit the next 
morning, had slie not been prevented by a cold, 
which she herself now got, and which was at- 
tended with a slight fever. This confined her se-. 
veral days to her house, during which Booth offiv 
ciated as her nurse, and never stirred from her. 

In all this time she heard not a word from Mrs. 
James, which gave her some uneasiness, but more 
astonishment. The tenth day, when she was per- 
fectly recovered, about nine in the evening, when 
she and her husband were just going to supper, she 
heard a most violent thundering at the door, and 
presently after a rustling of silk upon the staircase, 
at the same time a female voice cried out pretty 
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loud — ' Bless me ! what am I to climb up another 
'pair of stairs?' upon which Amelia, who well 
knew the voice, presently ran to the door, and 
ushered in Mrs. James most splendidly dressed; 
who put on as formal a countenance, and made as 
formal a courtesy to her old friend, as if she had 
been her vfiry distant acquaintance. 

Poor Amelia, who was going to rush into her 
friend's arms, was struck motionless by this beha- 
viour; but recollecting her spirits, as she had an 
excellent presence ot mind, she presently under- 
stood what the lady meant, and resolved to treat 
her in her own way. Down therefore the company- 
sat, and silence prevailed for sometime, during 
which Mrs, James surveyed the room with more 
attention than she would have bestowed on one 
much finer. -At length the conversation began, in 
which the weather and the diversions of the town 
were well canvassed. Amelia, who was a woman 
of great humour, performed her paft to admira- . 
tion ; so that a bystander would have doubted, 
in every otJier article than dress, which of the two 
was the most accomplished fine lady. 

After a visit of twenty minutes, during which 
not a word of any former occurrences was men- 
tioned, nor indeed any subject of discourse started^ 
except only those two above-mentioned^ Mrs. . 
James rose from her chair, and retired in the same 
formal manner in which she had approached. We 
will pursue her for the sake of the contrast, during 
the rest of the evening. She went from, Amelia 
directly to a rout, where she spent two hours in a, • 
crowd of company, talked again and again over 
the diversions and news of the town, played two 
rubbers at whist, and then retired to her own apart- 
ment, where, having passed another hour in un- 
dressing herself, she went to her own bed. 

Booth and his wife, the moment their companion 
was gone, sat down to supper on a piece of cold 
meat, the remains of their dinner. After which, 
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over a pint of wine, they entertained themselves 
for a while with the ridiculous behaviour of their 
visitant. But Amelia declaring she rather saw her 
as the object of pity than anger, turned the dis- 
course to pleasanter, topics. The little actions of 
their children, the former scenes and future pros- 
pects of their life, furnished them with many plea- 
sant ideas ; and the contemplation of Amelia's 
recovery threw Booth into raptures. At length 
they retired, happy in each other. 

It is possible some readers may be no less sur- 
prised at the behaviour of Mrs, James, than was 
Amelia herself, since they may have perhaps re- 
ceived so favourable an impression of that lady 
from the account given of her by Mr. Booth, that 
her present demeanour may seem unnatural and in- 
consistent with her former character. But they will 
be pleased to consider the great alteration in her 
circumstances, from a state of dependency on a 
brother, who was himself no better than a soldier 
of fortune, to that of being wife to a man of a very 
large estate, and considerable rank in life. And 
what was her present behaviour more than that of 
a fine lady, who considered form aiid show as es- 
sential ingredients of human happiness, and ima- 
gined all friendship to consist in ceremony, cour- 
tesies, messages, and visits? in which opinion, she 
hath the honour to think with much the larger 
part of one sex, and do »maU nuarber of th& 
other. 



Containing a very extraordinary and pleasing 
Incident. 

X HE next evening, Booth and Amelia went to 
walk in the Park with their children. They were 
now on the verge of the Parade, and. Booth was 
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describing to his wife the several buildings round 
it ; when, on a sudden, Amelia, missing her little 
boy, cried out, 'Where's little Billy?' Upon which, 
Booth casting his eyes over the grass, saw a foot- 
soldier shaking the boy at a little distance. At 
this sight, without making any answer to his wife, 
he leapt over the rails, and running directly up to 
the fellow, who had a firelock with a bayonet 
fixed in his hand, he seized him by the collar, and 
tript up his heels, and, at the same time, wrested 
his arms from him. A sergeant upon duty, seeing 
the aftraj' at some distance, ran presently up, and 
being told what had happened, gave the sentinel a 
hearty curse, and told him he deserved to be hang- 
ed. A by-stander gave this information ; for Booth 
was returned with his little boy to meet Amelia, 
who staggered towards him as fast as she could, all 
pale and breathless, and scarce able to support her 
tottering limbs. The sergeant now came up to 
Booth, to make an apology for the behaviour of 
the soldier, when, of a sudden, he turned almost 
as pale as Amelia herself. He stood silent whilst 
Booth was employed in comforting and recovering 
his wife ; and then addressing- himself to him, said, 
' Bless me ! lieutenant, could I imagine it had been 
' your honour ; and was it my little master that 
' the rascal used so — I am glad I did not know it, 
* for I should certainly have run my halbert into 
' him.' 
Booth presently recognised his old faithful ser- 
. vant Atkmson, and gave him a hearty greeting; 
saying, He was very glad to see him in his present 
situation. ' Whatever I am,' answered the sergeant, 
' I shall always think I owe it to your honour.' 
Then toking the little boy by the hand — he cried, 
' What a vast fine young gentleman master is 
' grown !' and cursing the soldier's inhumanity, 
swore heartily he would make him pay for it. 

As Amelia was much disordered with her fright, 
ahe did not recollect her foster-brother till he wa» 
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introduced to ber by Booth ; but sbe no sooner 
knew him, than she he^stowed a most obliging smile 
on him ; and calling him by t!ie name of honest 
Joe, said, she was heai tily glad to see him in Eng- 
land. ' See, my dear,' cries Booth, ' what pre- 

' ferment your old friend is come to. You would 
' scarce know him, I believe, in his present state 
' of finery.' ' I am very well pleased to see it,' an- 
sweredAmelia, 'and I wish him joy of being made 
' an officer with all my heart.' In fact, from what 
Mr. Booth said, joined to the sergeant's laced coat,, 
she believed that he had obtained a commission. 
So weak and absurd is human vanity, that this 
mistake of Amelia's possibly put poor Atkinson 
out of countenance ; for he looked at this instant 
more silly than he had ever done in his life; and 
making her a most respectful bow, muttered some- 
thing about obligations, in a scarce articulate of 
intelligible manner. 

The sergeant had, indeed, among many othep 
qualities, that modesty which a Latin author ho- 
nours by the name of ingenuous : Nature had given 
liim this, notwithstanding the meanness of hiv 
birth ; and six years conversation in the army had 
not taken it away. To say the truth, he was s 
noble fellow; and Amelia, by supposing he had a 
commission in the guards, had been guilty of no' 
affront to that honourable body. 

Booth had a real affection for Atkinson, tbougli, 
in fact, he knew not half his merit. He acquahitetf 
him with bis lodgings, where he earnestly desired- 
to see him. 

Amelia, who was far from being recovered fpom 
the terrors into which the seeing her husband en- 
gaged with the soldier had thrown her, desired to* 
go home : nor was she well able to walk without 
some assistance. Wiiile she supported herself, there- 
fore, on her husband's arm, she told Atkinson, slic 
should be obKged to him, if he would take care 
of the children. He readily accepted the office j 
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but, Upon oflfering; his hand to Miss, she refused, 
and burst into tears. Upon which the tender 
mother resigned Booth to her children, and put 
herself under the sergeant's protection ; who coa- 
ducted her safe home, though she often declared 
she feared she shoukl drop down by the way. 
The fear of which so aifected the sergeant (for 
besides the honour which he himself had for -the 
lady, he knew howtend^rly his friend loved her) 
that he was unable to speak; and had not his 
nerves been so strongly braced that nothing could 
shake them, he had enough in his mind to have 
set him a trembling equally with the lady. 

When they arrived at the lodgings," the mistresf 
of the house opened the door, who, seeing Ame- 
lia's condition, threw open the parlour, and begged, 
her to walk in ; upon which she immediately tlung 
herself into a chair, and all present thought she 
would have fainted away — However, she escaped 
■ tiiat misery, and having drank a glass of water with 
, a little white wine mixed in it, she began, in a little 
time, to regain her complexion ; and, at length, - 
assured Booth that she was perfectly recovered, but 
.declared she had never undergone so much, and 
earnestly begged him never to he so rash for the 
future. She then called her little boy, and gently 
chid him, saying, ' You must never do so more, 
'BiHy; you see what mischief you might have 
'brought upon your father; and what you have 

* made me suffer.' ' 1^\ mamma,' said tne child, 
' what harm did I do ? I did not know that people 

* might not walk in the green fields in Londofii 
*■ I am sure, if I did a fault, the man punished me 

* eiioun^h for it; for he pinched me almost through 

* my slender arm.' He then bared his little arm, 
which was greatly discoloured by the injury it had 
received — Booth uttered a most dreadful execra- 
tion at this sight ; and the sergeant, who was novf 
jJresent, did tne like. 

Atkinson now retuftwd to his guard, and went 
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directly, to the officer to acquairit him with th«r 
soldier's inhumanity ; but he, who was about 
fifteen years of age, gave the sergeant a great 
cyrs?, and said the soldier had done very well; 
for that idle boys ought to be corrected. This, 
however, did not satisfy poor Atkinson, who, the 
next day, as soon as the guard was relieved, beat 
the fellow most unmercifully, and told faim he 
would remember him as long as he stayed in the 
regiment. 

Thus ended this trifling adventure, which some 
readers will, perhaps, be pleased with seeing re- 
lated at full length. None, I think, can fail draw- 
ing one observation from it; namely, how capable 
the most insignificant accident is of disturbing 
human happiness, and of producing the most un- 
expected and dreadful events, A reflexion which 
may serve to many moral and religious uses. 

This accident produced the first acquaintance 
between the mistress of the house and her lodgers; 
for hitherto they had scarce exchanged a word to- 
gether. But the great concern which the good 
woman had shewn on Amelia's account at this 
time, was not likely to pass unobserved or un- 
thanked either by the husband or wife. Amelia, 
therefore as soon as shejvas able to go up stairs, 
invited Mrs. Ellison (for that was her name) to 
her apartment, and desired the favour of .her to 
stay to supper. She readily complied ; aod they 
pasta very agreeable evening together, in which 
the two women seemed to have conceived a most 
extraordinary liking to each other. 
' Thongh beauty in general doth not greatly re- 
commend one woman to another, as it is too apt 
to create envy ; yet, in cases where this passion 
doth not interfere, a fine woman is often a pleasing 
object even to soine of her own sex; especially 
when her beauty is attended with a certain air of 
affability, as was that of Amelia in the highest 
degree. She wasj indeed, a most charming wo- 
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man; and I know not whether the little scar on 
her nose did not rather add to, than diminish her 
beauty. 

Mrs. EUison, therefore, was as much charmed 
with the loveliness of her fair lodger, as with all 
her other engaging qualities. She was, indeed, so 
taken with Amelia's beauty that she could not re- 
frain from crying out in a kind of transport of 
admiration, ' Upon my word, Captain Booth, yon 
' are the happiest man in the world 1 Your lady is 
* so extremely handsome, that one cannot look at 
' her without pleasure.' 

This good woman herself had none of these at- 
tractive charms to the eye. Her person was short, 
and immoderately fat; her features were none of 
the most regular; and her complexion (if indeed 
she ever had a good one) had considerably suf- 
fered by time. 

Her good humour and complaisance, however, 
were highly pleasing to Amelia, Nay, why should 
we conceal the secret satisfaction which that lady 
felt from the compliments paid to her person? 
since such of my readers as like her best, will not 
be sorry to find that she was a woman. 



CHAP. VIU. 
Containing various Matters. 

A FORTNIGHT had now passed, since Booth 
had seen or heard from the colonel; which did 
not a little surprise him, as they had parted so 
good friends, and as he had so cordially imder- 
taken his caasc concerning the memorial, on 
which all his hopes depended. ■<* 

The uneasiness which this gave him, fartlier in- 
creased on finding that his friend refused to see 
him ; for he had paid the colonel a visit at nine in 
the morning, and \V^as told he was not stirring; 
B bs 
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and at his return back an bour afterwards, tht 
servant said his master was gone out; of which 
Booth was certain of the falsehood ; for he had, 
during that whole hour, walked backwards and 
forwards within sight of the colonel's door, and • 
must have seen him, if he had gone out within 
that time. 

The good colonel, however, did not long suffer 
his friend to continue in the deplorable state of 
anxiety; for the very next morning Booth re- 
ceived his memorial inclosed in a letter, acquaint- 
ing him that Mr. James had mentioned his affair 
to the person he proposed ; but that the great man 
had so many engagements on his hands, that it 
Was impossible for him to make any further pro- 
mises at this time. 

The cold and distant style of this letter, and, 
indeed, the whole behaviour of James, so different 
from what it had been fovmerly, had something so 
mysterious in it, that it greatly puzzled and per- 
plexed poor Booth ; and it was so long before he 
was able to solve it, that the reader's curiosity 
will, perhaps, be obliged to us for not leaving him 
so long in the dark as to this matter. The true 
reason, then, of the colonel's conduct was this : 
His uubomided generosity, together with the un- 
bounded extravagance, and consequently the great 
necessity of Miss Matthews, had, at length, over- 
come the cruelty of that lady, with whom he hke- 
wise had luckily no rival. Above all, the desire 
of being revenged on Booth, with whom she was, 
to the highest degree, enraged, had, perhaps, con- 
tributed not a little to his success; for she had no 
sooner condescended to a familiarity with her new 
lover, and discovered that Captain James, of whom 
she had heard so much from Booth, was no other 
than the identical colonel, than she employed every 
art of which she was mistress, to make an utter 
breach of friendship between these two. For this 
purpose, she did not scruple to iaaiauatt^ tbaX kiie. 
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cdbiiel was not at all obliged to the character , 
given of him by lus frieild ; and to the account 
of this latter she placed most of the- cruelty which 
she had shewn to the former. 

Had the colonel made a proper use of his rea- 
son, and fairly examined the probability of the 
fact, he could scarce have been imposed upon to 
believe a matter so inconsistent with all he knew 
of Booth, and in which that gentleman must have 
sinned against all the laws of honour without any 
visible temptation. But in solemn fact, the co- 
lonel wasso intoxicated with his love, that it was 
in the power of his mistress to have persuaded 
him of any thing ; besides, he had an interest in 
giving her credit; for he was not a little pleased 
with finding a reason for hating the man, whom 
he could not help hating withojit any reason, at 
least, without any which he durst feirly assign 
even to himself. Henceforth, therefore, he aban- 
doned all friendship for Booth, and was more in- 
clined to put him out of the world,' than to 
endeavour any longer at supporting him in it. 

Booth communicated this letter to his wife, who 
endeavoured, as usual, to the utmost of her power, 
to console him under one of the greatest, afflic- 
tions which, I think, can befal a man, namely, 
the unkindness of a friend; but he had luckily at 
the same time the greatest blessing in his pos- 
session, the kindness of a faithful and beloved 
wife. A blessing however, which, though it com- 
pensates most of the evils of lite, rather serves to 
aggravate the misfortune of distressed circum- - 
stances, from the consideration of the share which 
she is to bear m them. 

This afternoon Amelia received a second visit 
from Mrs. Ellison, who acquainted her that she 
had a present of a ticket for the oratorio, which 
would carry two persons into the galleryj and 
therefore begged the favour of her company 
fihither. 
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Amelia, with many thanks, acknowledged the 
civility ol" Mrs. Kllison, but declined accepting 
her offer; upon which Booth very Btrenuously 
insisted on licr going, and said to her, * My dear, 
'if you knew the satisfaction I have in any of 
' your pleasures, I am convinced you would not 
' refuse the favour Mrs. Lllison is so kind to offer 
' you; for as you are a Ifn-er of music, you, who 
' have never been at an oratorio, cannot conceive 

* how you will be delighted.' ' I well know 

' your goodness, my dear,' answered Amelia, ' but 

* 1 cannot think of leaving my children without 
'some person more proper to take caie of them 
' than this poor girl.' Mrs. Ellison removed this 
objection by offering her own servant, a very dis- 
creet matron, to attend them ; but notwithstand- 
ing this, and all s|)e could say, with the assistance 
of Booth, and of the children themselves, Ameha 
still persisted in, her refusal; and the mistress of 
the house, who knew how far good breeding 
allows persons to be pressing on these occasions, 
took her leave, 

She was no sooner departed, than Amelia, look- 
ing tenderly on her husband, said, 'How can you, 
' my dear creature, think that music hath any 
'_ ciiarms for me at this time — Or indeed, do you 

* believe that I am capable of any sensation worthy 
' the name of pleasure, when neither you nor my 

* children are present, or bear any part of it?' 

. An ofiicer of the regiment to which Booth had 
formerly belonged, hearing from Atkinson where 
he lodged, now came to pay him a visit. He told 
him that several of their old acquaintance were to 
meet the next Wednesday at a tavern, and very 
strongly pressed him to .he one of the company. 
Booth was, in truth, what is called a hearty fellow, 
and loved now and then to take a cheerful glass 
■with his friends; but he excused himself at this 
time. His friend declared he would take no de- 
nial, apd he grpwing very importunate, Amelia at 
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length seconded liim. Upon this Booth answered, 
'Well, my dear, since you desire me, I will com- 
* ply, but on one condition, that you go at the 
' same time to the oratorio.' Amelia thought this 
request reasonable enough, and gave her consent; 
of which Airs. Ellison presently rec'elved the news, 
and with great satisfaction. 

It may, perhaps, be asked, Why Booth could 
go to the tavern, and not to the oratorio with his 
wife ? — In truth, then, tlie tavern was within hal- 
lowed ground, that is to say, in the verge of the 
court; for, of five officers that were to meet there, 
three, besides Booth, were confined to that air, 
which hath been always found extremely whole- 
some to a broken military constitution. And 
here, if the good reader will pardon the pun, he 
will scarce be offended at the gbservation ; since, 
how' is it possible that, without running in debt, 
any persons should maintain the dress and appear- 
ance of a gentleman, wiiose income is not half so 
good as that of a porter? It is true, that this al- 
lowance, small as it is, is a great expense to the 
public; but if several more unnecessary charges 
were spared, the public might, perhaps, bear a 
little increase of this, without much feeling it. 
They would not, I am sure, have equal reason to 
complain at contributing to the maintenance of a 
set of brave fellows, who, at the hazard of their 
health, their limbs, and their lives, have maio- 
tained the safety and honour of their country; as 
when they find themselves taxed to the support of 
a set of drones, who have not the least merit or 
claim to their favour ; and who, without contri- 
buting in any manner to the good of the hiv^ 
live luxuriously on the labours of the indus- 
trious bee. 
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CHAP. IX. 



Jn which Amelia, with her Friend, goes to the 
Oratorio. 

JN OTHING happened between tlie Monday anci 
the Wednesday worthy a plaqe in this history. 
Upon the evening of the latter, the two ladie? 
went to the oratorio, and were there time enough 
to get a lirst row in tlie gallery. Indeed, theie 
was only one person in the house when they came; 
for Amelia's inclinations, when she gave a loose 
to them, were pretty eager for this diversion, she 
being a great lover of music, and particularly of 
Mr. Handel's compositions. Mrs. LUison was, I 
suppose, a great lover likewise of music, for she 
was the more impatient of the two; which was 
rather the more extraordinary, as thpsc entertain- 
ments were not such novelties to her as they, were 
to poor Ameli%. 

Though our ladies arrived full two hours before 
they saw the back of Mr. Handel; yet this time 
of expectation did not hang extremely heavy op 
their hands; for, besides their own chat, they had 
the company of the gentleman whom they found 
at their first arrival in the gallery, and who, 
though plainly, or rather roughly dressed, very 
iuckily for the women, happened to be not only 
.well bred, but a person of very lively conversa- 
tion. The gentleman, on his part, seemed highly 
charmed with Amelia, and in fact was so; for, 
though he restrained himself entirely within the 
|-ules of ffood breeding, yet was he in the highest 
flegree officious to catch at every o])portunity of 
shewing his respect, and doing her little services, 
He procured her a book and wax candle, and held 
the candle for her himself during tlie wl^ole eniec- 
lainment. 
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At the end of the oratorio, he declared he woulA 
pot leave the ladies till he h^d seen them safe into 
their chairs or coach ; and at the same time very 
earneatly entreated that he n^ight have the hoBour 
of waiting on tliem. Upon which Mrs. Ellison, 
who was a very good-hvmonred woman, answered, 
' Ay sure, Sir, if you please; you have been very 

* obliging to us ; and a dish of tea shall be at 

* your service at any time ;' and then told him ' 
where slie lived. 

The ladies were no sooner ^ated in their hack- 
ney-coach, than Mrs. £lili$on burst into a loud, 
laughter, and Qfied, ' I'll be hanged, Madam, if 

* you have -sot made a conquest to-night ; and, 
' what is very pleasant, I believe the poor gentle- 
' man takes you for a single lady.' ' Nay,' an- 
swered Amelia very gravely, ' I protest I began to 
' think at last he was rather too particular, though 

* he did not venture at a word that Icould be of- 
' fended at ; but if you fency any such thing, I 
' am sorry you invited him to drink tea.' ' Why 
- so f ' replied Mrs. Ellison, ' Are you angry with 
' a man for liking you ? if you are, you will be 
' angry with almost every man that sees you. If 
' I was a man myself I declare I should be in the 
' number of your admirers. Poor gentleman, I 
' pity him heartily ; he little knows that you .have 
' not a heart to dispose of. For my 'own part, I 
' should not be surprised at seeing a serious propo- 

* sal of marriage; tor I am convinced he is a. man 

* of fortune, not only by the politeness of his ad- 

* dress, but by the fineness of his linen, and that 
' valuable diamond ring on his finger. But you 
' will see more of him when he comes to tea,' ' In- 
' deed I sliall not,' answered Amelia, ' though I 
' believe you only rally me ; I hope you have a 
' better opinion of me, than to think I would go 

* willingly into the company of a man who had 
f ^ improper liking for me.' Mrs, Ellison, who 
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"was one of the gayest women in the world, re- 
peated the words, improper liking, with a laugh; 
and cried, ' My dear Mrs, Booth, believe me, you 
■' are too handsome and too good-humoured tor a, 

* prude. How can you affect being offended at 

* what I am convinced is the greatest pleasure of 
' womankind, and chiefly, I believe, of us virtuous 
'women? for, I assure you, notwithstanding my 
' gaiety, I am as virtuous as any prude in Europe.* 
' Far he it from me. Madam,' said Amelia, ' to 
' suspect the contrary of abundance of women, 
' who indulge themselves in much greater frce- 

* doms than I should take, ov have any pleasure 
' in taking ; for I solemnly protest, if I know my 
' own heart, the liking of all men, but of one, -is 
' a matter quite indifferent to ir>e, or rather would 
' be highly disagreeihie.' 

This discourse brought them home, whereAme- 
lia, tinding her children asleep, and her husband 
not returned, invited her companion to partake 
of her homely fare, and down they sat to supper 
together. The clock struck twelve ; and no news 
heiug arrived of Booth, i\Irs. Ellison began to ex- 
press some astonishment at his stay, whence she 
launched into a general reflection on husbands, 
and soon past to some particular invectives on her 
own. ' Ah, my dear Madam,' says she, ' I- know 

* the present state of your mind, by what I have 
' myself often felt formerly. I am no stranger to 
' the melancholy tone of a midnight clock. It was 
' my misfortune to drag on a heavy chain above 
' fifteen years with a sottish yoke-fellow. Hut how 
' can I wonder at my fate ; since I see even your 
' superior charms cannot confine a husband troni 
' the bewitching pleasures of a bottle.' 'Indeed, 
' Madam,' says Ameha, * I have no reason to 

* complain, Mr. Booth is one of the soberest of 
' mm ; but now and then to spend a late hour 
' with his friend, is, I think, highly excusable.' 
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* O, no doubt !* cries Mrs.' EIHson, ' if he can ex- 
' cuse himself ; but if I was a man — ' Here Booth 
came in and interrupted the discourse. Amelia's 
eyes flashed with joy the moment he appeared ; and 
he discovered no less pleasure in seeing her. His 
spirits were indeed a little elevated with wine, so 
as to heighten his good-humour, without in the 
least disordering his understanding, and made 
him such delightful company, that though it was 
past one in the morning, neither his wife nor Mrs. 
Ellison thought of their beds during a- whole hour. 

* Early the next morning the sergeant came to 
Mr. Booth's lodgings, and with a melanch iiy 
countenance acquainted him, that he had been tlie 
night before at an alehouse, where he heard one 
Mr. Murphy, an attorney, declare, that lie would 
get a warrant backed against one Captain Booth 
at the next board of green-cloth. ' I hope, Sir,' 
said he, 'your honour will pardon me; but by 

* what he said, I was afraid he meant your honour ; 
' and therefore I thought it my duty to tell you; 
' for I knew the same tiling happen to a gentleman 
' iiere the other day.' • 

Booth gave Mr, Atkinson many thanks for his 
information. 'I doubt not,' said he, ' but I am 
' the person meant; for it would be foolish in me 
' to deny that I am liable to apprehensions of that 
' sort.' * I hope, Sir,' said the sergeant, ' your ho- 
' nour will soon have reason to fear no man living; 
' but in the mean time, if any accident should 
'happen, my bail is at your service as'tar as-it 
' will go ; and 1 am a housekeeper, and can swear 
' myself worth one hundred pounds.' Which 
hearty and friendly declaration received all those 
acknowledgements frooi Booth, which it really 
deserved. 

The poor gentleman was greatly alarmed at this 
news ; but he was altogether as much surprised at 
JJurphy's being the attorney employed against 
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Ittm, as all his debts, except only to Captain Jame^ 
fito&e ill the country, where he did not know that 
Mr. Mnrphy had any acquaintance. However, he 
made no doubt that he was the person intended, 
^nd resolved to remain a close prisoner in his own 
jedgings, till he saw the event of a proposal which 
had been made him the evening before at the ta- 
vern, where an honest gentleman, who had a post 
under the government, and who was one of the 
^:om[>any, had piotnised to serve him with the se- 
cretary at war, telling him, that he made no doubt 
1>i' procuring him whole pay in a regiment abroad, 
which in his present circumstances was very highly 
worth his acceptance ; wlien, indeed, that and a 
^ot seemed to be the only alternatives that of- 
lered themselves to his choice. 

Air. Uooth and his lady spent that afternoon 
with Mrs. Ellison — an incident which we should 
scarce have mentioned, had it not been that Amelia 
gave, on this occasion, an instance of that pru- 
dence ivbich should never be off its guard in mar- 
ried women of delicacy; for, before she would con- 
sent to drink tea with ilrs. Ellison, she made con- 
ditions, that the gentleman who had met them at 
(he oratorio should not be let in. Indeed, this 
circumspection proved unnecessary in the present 
instance ; for no such visitor ever came; a circum- 
stance which gave great content to Amelia; for 
that lady had been a little uneasy at the raillery of 
Mrs. lillison, and had, upon retlectioa, magnified 
every Uttle complimeut made her, and -every little 
«iviiity shewn her by the unknown gentleman, far 
beyond the truth. These imaginations now alt 
subsided again; and she imputed all that Mrs. 
£lliso4i had said, either to raillery or mistake. 

A young lady made a fourth with thematwhisf^ 
and likewise stayed the whole evening. Her name 
was Bennct. Slie was about the age of five-and- 
twcnty ; but sickness had given her au older look. 
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and had ^ got>d deal duniaished her beauty^ of 
\vhich, young as sbe was, she plainly appeared lo 
have only the remains in her present possession. 
She was in one particular tlie very reverse of Mrs, 
Ellison, being altogether as remarkably grave m 
the other was gay. This gravity was not, ho\ve\'cr, 
attended with any sourness of temperj on tlie con- 
trary, she had much sweetness in ber countenance^ 
and was perfectly well bred. In shor.t, Amelia 
imputed her grave deportment to her ill healthy 
and began toentertain a compassion for her, which 
in good minds, that is to say, in minds capable of 
compassion, is certain to introduce some httle de- 
gree of love or friendship. 

Amelia was in short so pleased with thd conver- 
sation of this iady, that, though a woman of no 
impertinent curiosity, she could rtot help taking 
tile &rst opportunity of inquiring who she was. 
Airs. Ellison said, tliat she was an unhappy lady, 
who had married a young clergyman for love, who, 
dying of a consumption, hadleft her a widow in 
very indiflerent circumstances. This account made 
Amelia still pity her more, and consequently added 
•to the liking which she had already conceived for 
her. Aroeha, therefore, desired Mrs. Ellison' to 
bring her acquainted with Mrs. Btamet, and said 
she would go any day with her to make that iady 
a visit ' There need be no ceremony,' cried Mrs. 
Ellison, ' she ira woman bf no form ; and as I saw* 
' plainly she was extremely pleased with Mrs; 
' Booth, X am convinced -I can bring her to drinl^ 
* tea with you any afternoon you please/ 

The two next days Booth continued at home, 
highly to the satisfaction of his AmeUa, who really' 
knew no happiness out of his company, nor scares 
any misery in it She had, indeed, at all times 
so much of his company w4ien in his power,, that 
she haduo occasion to assign anypcrttcular rtitsoa 
for his staying with her, and consequently it coafd 
give her no cause <^ suspicion. The Saturday, 
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one of her' children was a httie disordered with a^ 
feverish complaint, which confined her to her room, 
and prevented her drinking tea in the afternoon 
with her husband in Mrs. Ellison's apartment, 
where a noble lord, a cousin of Mrs. Ellison, hap- 
pened to be present; for though that lady was 
reduced in her circumstances, and obliged to let 
out part of her house in lodgings, she was bom 
of a good family, and had some considerable re- 
lations. 

His lordship was not himself in any office of 
state; but his fortune gave him great authority 
with those who were. Mrs. Elhson, therefore, 
very bluntly took an opportunity of recommend- 
ing Booth to his consideration. She took the iirst 
hint from my lord's calling the gentlemen Cap- 
tain—To which she answered — ' Ay, 1 wish your 

* lordship would make him so. It would be but 
' an act of justice, and I know it is in your power 
' to do much greater things.' She then mentioned 
Booth's services, and the wounds he had received 
at the siege, of which she had heard a faithful ac- 
count from Amelia. — Booth blushed, and was as 
silent as a young virgin at the hearing her own 
praises. His lordship answered, 'Cousin Ellison, 
' you know you may command my interest; nay, 
*1 shall have a pleasure in serving one of Mr. 
'Booth's character: for my part, I think. merit 
^ in all capacities onght to be encouraged ; but I 

* know the ministry are greatly pestered with so- 
' licilatjons at this time. However, Mr. Booth 
' may be assured I will take the first opportu- 
'nity; and, in the mean time, I. shall be glud of 
' seeing him any morning he pleases.' For all 
these declarations. Booth ;was not wanting in ac- 

■ kriowledgements to the generous peer, any more 
thah he was in secret gratitude to the lady who 
had shewn so friendly and uncommon a zeal in his 
favour. 
The reader; when he knows the character of this. 
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nobleman, may, perhaps, conclude that his seeing 
Booth alone was a lucky circumstance; for he was 
so passionate an admirer of women, that he could 
scarce have escaped the attraction of Amelia's 
beauty. And few men, as I have observed, have 
such disinterested generosity as to serve a husband 
the better, because -they are in love with his wife, 
unless she will condescend to pay a price beyond 
the reach of a virtuous wom^n. 
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BOOK V. 
CHAP. I. 

In whfch the Reader will meet with an old 
Acquaintance. 

JjOOTH'S affairs put on a better aspect than 
they had ever worn before, and he was willing to 
make use of the opportunity of one day in seven 
to taste the fresh air. 

At nine in the morning he went to pay a visit 
to his old friend Colonel James, resolviag, if pos- 
sible, to have a full explanation of that behaviour 
which appeared to him so mysterious ; but the co- 
lonel was as inaccessible as the best defended for- 
tress; and it was as. impossible for Booth to pass 
beyond his entry, as the Spaniards found it to 
take Gibraltar. He received the usual answers ; 
first, that the colonel was not stirring, and an hour 
after that he was gone out. All that he got by ask- 
ing further questions, was only to receive still ruder 
and ruder answers; by which, if he had been 
veiT sagacious, be might have been satisfied how 
little worth his while it was to desire to go in ; 
for the porter at a great man's door is a kind of 
thermometer, by which you may discover the 
warmth or coldness of his master's friendship. 
Nay, in the highest stations «f all, as the great 
man himself liath bit diflereat kinds of salutation, 
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from an hearty embrace with a kiss, and my dear 
lord, or dear Sir Charles, down to, well Mr. — '■ — 
what would you have me do? so tlie porter, to 
some bows with respect, to others with a smile, to 
some he bows more, to others less low, to others 
not at all. Some he just lets in, and others he just 
shuts out. And in all this they so well correspond, 
that one would be inclined to think that the great 
man and his porter had compared their hsts foge- 
ther, and, hke two actors concerned to act dif- 
ferent parts in tlie same scene, had rehearsed their 
parts privately together before they ventured to 
perform in public. 

Though Booth did not, perhaps, see the whole 
matter in this just light, for that in reality it is ; 
yet he was discerning enough to conclude, from 
the behaviour of the servant, especially when he 
considered that of the master likewise, that he had 
entirely lost the friendship of James; and this con- 
viction gave him a concern,, that not only the flat- 
tering prospect, of his lordship's favour was not 
able to compensate ; hut.whicli even obliterated, 
and made him for a while forget, the situation in 
which lie had left his Amelia : and he wandered 
about almost two hours, scarce knowing where he 
went, till at last he dropt intti' a' coffee-house near 
St. James's, wlierc he sat himself down. 

He had scarce drank his disii of coffee, before 
he heard ayoung officer of the guards cry tc ano- 
ther, ' 0(1, d — n mc Jack, here li'e cofhes-^here's 
'old honour and dignity, faith.'" Upon' AVhlch, 
he saw a chair open, and out Is.siied a most erect 
and stately figure indeed, with a vast perfrtPiff on 
his head, and a vast hat .under his arm. ""This 
august personage, hp,viug entcitd the room, walked 
directly up to the tipper end, wlicre having paid 
his respects to all present of any note, to each 
according bo seniority, he at last cast his eyes on 
Booth, and very civilly, though somcwllKt coldly, 
ahked him liow he did. 

VOL. vrii. c c 
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Bootli, who liad long recognized the featuret 
of his old acquaintance Major Bath, returned the 
compliment with a very low how; hut did not 
venture to make the first advance to familiarity, 
as he was truly possessed of that quality which 
the Greeks considered in the highest light of ho- 
nour, and which we tenn modesty ; though indeed, 
neither ours nor the Latin language hath any word 
adequate to the idea of the original. 

The colonel, after hiiving discharged himself of 
two or three articles of news, and made his com- 
ments upon them, when the next chair -to him 
became vacant, called upon Booth to fill it He 
then asked him several questions relating to his 
afiairs ; and, when he heard he was out of the 
army, advised him earnestly to use all means to 
get in again, saying, that he was a pretty lad, 
and they must not lose him. 

Booth told him in a whisper, that he had a great 
deal to say to him on that subject, if they were in 
a more private place; upon this, the colonel pro- 
posed a walk in the Pai-k, which the other readily 
accepted. 

During their walk, Booth opened his heart, and 
among other matters acquainted Colonel Bath, 
that he feared he had lost the friendship of Colonel 
James ; ' though I am not,' said he, ' conscious of 

* having done the least thing to deserve it.' 

Bath answered, ' You are certainly mistaken, 
' Mr. Bootli. I have indeed scarce seen my bro- 

* ther since my coming to town ; for I have been 
' here but two days ; however, I am convinced he 
' is a man of too nice honour to do any thing in- 

* consistent with the true dignity of a gentleman.' 
Booth answered, ' He was far from accusing him 
' of any thing dishonourable.' — ' D — n ine,"' said 
Bath, * if there is a man alive can, or dare accuse 
*him: if you have the least reason to take any 

* thing ill, why don't you go to liim ? you are a 
' genUeraan, and his rank doth not protect hiip 
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' from giving you satisfaction.' ' The affair is not 
*Qf any such kinti,' says Booth ; ' I hiive great 
' obHgations to the colonel, and have more reasort 
' to lament than complain ; and if I could but 
' see him> I am convinced I, should have no cause 
'for either; but I cannot get within his house; 

* it was but an hour ago, a servant of his turned 

* me rudely from the door.' ' Did A servant of my 

* brother use you rudely?' said the colonel, with 
the utmost gravity. ' I do not know, Sir, in 
' what light you see such things; but to me, the 
' affront of a servant is the affront of the master; 
' and if he doth not immediately punish it, by all 
' the dignity of a man, I would see the master's 
' nose between my fingers.' Booth offered to ex- 
plain, but to no purpose ; the colonel was got into 
his stilts ; and it was impossible to take him 
down, nay, it was as much as Booth could possi- 
bly do to part with him without an actual quarrel; 
nor would he, perhaps, have been able to have 
accomplished it, had not the colonel by accident 
turned at last to take Booth's side of the question ; 
and before they separated, he swore many oaths 

, that James should giVe him proper satisfaction. 
Such was the end of this present interview, so 

little to the content of Booth, that he was heartily 
■ concerned he liad ever mentioned a syllable of the 

matter to his honourable friend. 



CHAP. II, 

In which Booth pays a Visit t« the noble Lord, 

\SI HEN tliat day of the week returned, in 
which Mr. Booth chose to walk abroad, he went 
to wait on the noble peer, according to his kind 
invitation. 

c c2 
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Booth now found a very different reception 
M'ith this great man's porter, from what he had 
met with at his friend the colonel's. He no sooner 
told his name, than the porter with a bow told 
him his lordship was at home; the door unmedi- 
ately flew wide open ; and he was conducted to 
an anticliauiber, where a servant told him lie 
would acquaint his lordship with his arrival. Nor 
did he w^it many minutes before the same ser- 
vant returned, and ushered him to his lordship's 
apartment. 

. He found my lord alone, and was received by 
liim in the most courteous manner imaginable. 
After the first ceremonials were over, his lordship 
began in the following words ; ' Mr. Booth, I do 
' assure you, you are veiy much obliged to my 
' cousin Ellison. She hath given you such a cha- 

* racier that I shall have a pleasure in doing any 
' thing in my power to serve you. — But it will be 

* very difficult, I am afraid, to get you a rank at 
' home. In the West-Indies, perhaps, or in some 
' regiment abroad, it may be more easy ; and 

* when I consider your reputation as a soldier, I 

* make no doubt of your readiness to go to any 
' place wliere the service of your country shall call 

* you.' Booth answered, ' That he was highly 

* obliged to his lordship, and assured him he would 
' with great cheerfulness attend his duty in any 
' part of the world. The only thing grievous in 
' the exchange of countries,' said he, ' in my opi- 

* nion, is to leave those I love behind me, and I 

* am sure, I shall never have a second trial equal 
' to my first. It was very hard, my lord, to leave 
' a young wife big with her first child, and so af- 
' fected with my absence, that I had the utmost 
' reason to despair of ever seeing her more. After 
' such a demonstration of my resolution to sacri- 

* fice every other consideration to my duty, I hope 

* your lordship will honour me with some confi- 

* dence, that I shall make no objection to serve 
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' in any country.' ' My dear Mr. Booth,' answered 
the lord, ' you speak like a soldier, and I greatly 
' honour your sentiments. Indeed, I own tnejus- 
' tice of your inference from the example you 
'have given; for to quit a wife, as you say, in 
' the very infancy of marriage, is, I acknowledge, 
' some trial of resolution.' Booth answered with 
a low bow; and then, after some immaterial.conver- 
sation, his lordship promised to speak immediately 
to the minister, and appointed Mr. Booth to come 
to him again on the Wednesday morning, that he 
might be acquainted with his patron's success.' 
The poor man now blushed and looked silly, till,- 
after some time, he summoned un all his courage 
to his assistance,, and relying on the other's friend- 
ship, he opened the whole affair of his circum- 
stances, and confessed that he did not dare stir 
from his lodgings above one day in seven. His 
lordship expressed great concern at this account, 
and very kindly promised to take some oppor- 
tunity of calling on him at his cousin Ellison's, 
when he hoped, he said, to bring him comfortable 
tidings. 

Booth soon afterwards took his leave with the 
most profuse acknowledgements for so much 
goodness, and hastened home to acquaint his 
Amelia with what had su greatly overjoyed him. 
She highly congratulated him on his having found 
so generous and powerful a friend, towards whom 
both their bosoms burnt with the warmest senti- 
ments of gratitude. She wasnot, however, con- 
tented, tiil she had made Booth renew his promise 
in the most solemn manner of taking her with 
him. After which, they sat down with their 
little children to a scrag of mutton and broth, with 
the highest satisfaction, and very heartily drank 
his lordship's health in a pot of porter. 

In the afternoon this happy couple, if the 
reader M'iU allow me to call poor people happy, 



MbvGoogle 



3P0 AMELIA. 

drank tea with Mrs. Ellison, where liis lordship's 
praises being again repeated by both the husband 
and wife, were very loudly echoed by Mrs. EUi- 
8on. While they were here, the young lady, 
■whom we have mentioned at the end of the last 
book to have made a fourth at whist, and with 
whom AmeUa seemed so much pleased, came in ; 
she was just returned to town from a short visit 
in the country, and her present visit Avas unex- 

fiected. It was, however, very agreeable to Anie- 
ia, who hked her still better upon a second in- 
terview, and was resoh'ed to solicit lier further 
acquaintance. 

Mrs. Bennet still maintained some little reser\'e, 
but was much more feniiliar and communicative 
than before. She appeared moreover to be as 
little ceremonious as Mrs. Ellison had reported 
her, and very readily accepted Amelia's apology- 
for not paying her the firet visit, and agreed to 
drink tea with her the very next aitemoon. 

Whilst the above-mentioned company were sit- 
ting ill Mrs.Elhson's parlour, sergeant Atkinson 
passed by the window, and knocked at the door. 
Mrs. Ellison no sooner saw him, than she -said, 
' Pray, Mr. Booth, who is that genteel young ser- 
' geant? he was here every day iast week, to en- 
' quire after you.' ' This was indeed a fact; the 
sergeant was apprehensive of the design of Mur- 
phy; but as the poor fellow had received all his 
answers from the maid or Mrs. Ellison, Booth had 
never heard a word of the matter. He was how- 
ever greatly pleased wirh what he was now told, 
and burst forth into great praises of the sergeant, 
which were seconded by Amelia, who added, that 
he was her fosier brother, and she believed one of 
the honestest fellows in the world. 

'And I'll swear,' cries 5Irs. Ellison, 'he is one 
'of the prettiest — Do, Mr. Booth, desire him to 
' walk in. A sej"geant.of the guards is 3 gentleT 
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* man ; and I had rather give such a man as you 
' describe, a dish of tea, than any beau fribble of 

* them all.' 

Booth wanted no great solicitation to shew any 
kind of i-egard to Atkinson; and accordingly, the 
sergeant was ushered in, though not without some 
reluctance on his side. There is, perhaps, no- 
thing more uneasy than those sensations which 
the French call the mauvaise honte, nor any more 
difficuft to conquer; and poor Atkinson would, I 
am persuaded, have mounted a breach with less 
concern, than he shewed iu walking cross a room 
before three ladies, two of whom were his avowed 
well wishers. 

Though I donot entirely agree with the late 
learned Mr. Essex, the celebrated dancing-master's 
opinion, that dancing is the rudiment of polite 
education, as he would, I apprehend, exclude 
every other art and science ; yet, it is certain, that 
persons whose feet have never been under the 
hands of the professors of that art, are apt to dis- 
cover this want in their education in every mo- 
tion, nay, even when they stand or sit still. They 
seem indeed, to be overburthened with limbs, 
which they know not how to use, as if, when na- 
ture hath finished her work, the dancing-master 
still is necessary to put it in motion. 

Atkinson was at present an example of this ob- 
servation, which doth so much honour to a profes- 
sion for which I have a very high regard. He 
was handsome and -exquisitely well made;, and 
yet, as he had never learned to dance, he made so 
awkward an appearance in Mrs. Ellison's parlour, 
that the good lady herself, who had invited him 
hi, could at first scarce refrain from laughter at his 
behaviour. He had not, however, been long in 
the room, before admiration of his person got the 
better of such risible ideas. So great is thp adr 
vantage of beauty in m$n as weU as women, m^ 
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so sure is this quality in either sex of procuring 
some regard from the heholdcn 

The exrecding courteous hchaviour of Mrs, 
Ellison, joiucd to that of Amelia and Booth, at 
length dissipated the uneasiness of Atkinson ; 
and he gained sufficient confidence to tell the 
company some entertaining stories of accidents, 
that had .happened in the army, withiu his know- 
ledgei whicii, though they greatly pleased all 
present, are not however of consequence enough 
%o have; a place in this history- 
Mrs. Ellison was so very importunate with her 
company to stay supper, that they, all consented. 
As for the sergeant, lie seemed to be none of the 
least welcfOme guests. She was, indeed, so pleased 
with wliat she had heard of him, and what she 
saw of him, that when a httie warmed with wine, 
for she, was no flincher at tlie bottle, she began to 
indulge some freedoms in her discourse towards 
him, that a little ofi'cuded Amelias delicacy, 
nay, they did not seem to be highly relished by 
the other lady. Though I am far from insinu- 
ating that these exceeded the bounds of deco- 
rum, or were, indeed, greater liberties than ladies 
of the middle age, and especially widows, do fre- 
' f[ucntly allow to themselves. 



CHAP. III. 



Relating principally to the Affairs of Sa'geant 
Atkinson. 

1 HE next daj-, when all the sanie company, 
Atkinson only excepted, assembled in Amelia's 
apartment, Mrs. Ellison presently began to dis- 
course of him, and that in terms not only of ap- 
Erobation, but even of affection. She called him 
er clever sergeant, and her dear sergeant:, re- 
peated often that he \vas the prettiest fellow in the 
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aimy, and sajd it was a thousand pities lie had 
not a comBiission ; for that, if he had, she wa,s 
sure he would become a general. 

' I am of your opiuion, Madam,' answered 
Booth ; ^ and as he hath got one hundred pounds 
' of his own already, if he could find a wife now to 

* help him to two or tliree hundred more, I think 

* he might easily get a commission in a marching 

* regiment ; for I am convinced there is no colonel 
' in the army would refuse him.' 

' Refuse him, indeed 1' said Mrs. Ellison; ' No; 
' he would be a very ))retty colonel that did. And 
'upon ray. honour, 1 believe there are very few 
' ladies who would refuse him, if he had but a 
■' proper opportunity of soliciting them. The co- 
' lonel and the lady both would be better o% than 
' with one of those pretty masters that I see walk- 

* ing about, and dragging their long swords after 
' them, when they should rather drag their Icad- 
' ing-strings.' , 

■ Weir said,' cries Booth, 'and spoken like a 

* woman of spirit, — Indeed, I believe, they would 

* be botli better served.' 

' True, captain,' answered Mrs. Ellison, ' I 

* would rather leave the two first syllables out of 

* the word gentleman, than the last.' 

' Nay, I assure you,' replied Booth, ' there is 
' not a quieter creature in the world. Though the 
' fellow hath the bravery of a lion, he liuth the 
' meekness of a lamb. I can tell you stories enow 
' of that kind, and so can my dear Amelia, when 

* he was a boy.'- 

' O ! if the match sticks there,' cries Amelia, ' I 
' positively will not spoil his fortune by my silence. 
■' I can answer for him from his infancy, that he 
' was one of the best-natured lads in the world. 
f I will tell you a story or two of him, the truth 
' of which I can testify from my own knowledge. 
' When he was but six years old, he was at play 
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' with n»e at my mother's house, and a great point- 

* jns-tlog bit him through the leg. The poor lad, 
' in the midst ofthe anguish of his wound, declared 

* he was overjoyed it had not happened to Miss 
' (for the same dog had just before snapt at me, 
' and my petticoats had been my defence). — • — 

* Another instance of his goodness, which greatly 

* reconmiended him to my father, and w'hich I 
' have loved him for ever since, was this: My 
' fiither was a great lover of birds, and strictly 
' forbad the spoiling of their nests. Poor Joe was 

* one day caught upon a tree, and being con- 

* eluded guilty, was severely lashed for it ; but it 
' was afterwards discovered that another boy, a 

* friend of Joe's, had robbed the nest of its young 
' oncs/and poor Joe had climbed the tree in order 

* to restore them, notwithstanding which, he sub- 

* mifted to the punishment rather than he would 
' impeach his companion. But if these stories 
' appear childish and trifling, the duty and kind- 

* ness he hath shewn to his mother, must recom- 

* mend liim to every one. Ever since he hath 

* been lifteen years old, he hath more than half 

* supported her; and when my brother died, I re- 

* member particularly, Joe at his desire, for he was 

* much his favourite, had one of liis suits given 
' him, but instead of his becoming liner on that 
' occasion, another y6ung fellow came to church 

* in niy brother's clothes, and my oW nurse ap- 

* pearcd the same Sunday in a new gown, which 

* her son had purchased for her with the sale of 
' his legacy.' 

' Well, I protest, he is a very worthy creature,' 
said Mrs. Bennet. 

' He is a charming fellow,' cries Mrs. Ellison, — 
' but then the name of sergeant, Captain Booth, 
' there, as the plays says, mV pride brings me pff 
' again.' 
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And wliatsoeverthe sages charge on pride. 
The anseU fnll, and twenty other good feults beside ; 
On eaith I'm sure — I'm sure — something — catling 
Pride saves man^ and our sex too from failing. — 

Here a footman's rap at the door shook the room. 
Upon which, Mrs. LUison, running to the window, 
died out, ' Lei me die it" it is not my lord; what 
' shall I do ? I must be at home to him ; but sup- 
' pose he should inquire for you, captain, what 

* shall I say ? or ivill you go down with nier' 

The company were in some confusion at this in- 
stant, and before they had agreed on any thing, 
Booth's little girl came running into the room, 
and said, ' There wds a prodigious great genlle- 

* man coming up stairs,' She was immediately 
followed by his lordsliip, M'ho, as he knew Booth 
must be at home, made very little or no inquiry 
at the door. 

Amelia was taken somewhat at a surprise, but 
she was too polite to shew much confusion ; for 
though she knew nothing of the town, slie had 
had a genteel education, and kept the best com- 
pany the country afFortled. The ceremonies there- 
Tore past as usual, and they all sat down. 

His lorfkhip soon addressed himself to Booth, 
saying. 'As I have what I think good news for 
'you, Sir, I could not delay giving myself the 
' pleasure of communicating it to you. I have 

* mentioned your affair where I promised you, and 
' I have no doubt of my success. One may easily 
' perceive, you know, from the manner of people's 

* behaving upon such occasions ; and, indeed, 

* when 1 related your case, I found there was 

* much inclination to serve you. Great men, Mr. 

* Booth, must do things in their own time; but I 
' think you may depend on having something 
f done very soon.' 

Booth made many acknowledgements for his 
Jprdsliip's gqoflness, ai^t} no^v^ a sccon4 tinie paid 



D,q,i,i.:db,.GoogIe 



S§6 AMELIA. 

all the thanks which would have been due, even 
had the favour been obtained. This art of pro- 
niising is the a'conomy of a great man's pride, a 
sort of good husbandry in couferriut^ favours, by 
which they receive tenfold in acknowledgements 
for every obligation, I mean among those who 
really intend the service ; for there are others who 
cheat poor men of their thanks, without ever de- 
signing to deserve them at all. 

This matter being sufficiently discussed, the con- 
versation took a gayer turn ; and my lord began to 
entertain the ladies with some of that elegant dis- 
course, which, though most delightful to hear, it 
is impossible should ever be read. 

ilis lordship. was so highly pleased with Ameha, 
that he could not help being somewhat particular 
to her; but this particularity distinguisbed itself 
only in a higher degree of respect, and was so 
very polite, and so very distant, that she herself 
was pleased, and at his departure, which was not 
till he had far exceeded the length of a common 
visit, declared he was the finest gentleman she had 
ever seen ; with which sentiment her husband and 
Mrs. Ellison both entirely concurred. 

Mrs. liennet, on the contrary, expressed some 
little tlislike to my lord's complaisance, which she 
called excessive. * for my own part,' said she, 
' I have not the least relisli for those very fine 
'gentlemen; wha.t the world generally calls po- 
' Hteness, I term insincerity; and I am more 

* charmed with the stories which Mrs. Booth told 
' us of the honest sergeant, than with all that the 
' finest gentlemen in tlie world ever said in their 
' lives,' 

'O! to be sure,' cries Mrs. Ellison, 'jilt for 
' Love, or the IVorld icell Lost, is a motto very 
'proper for some folks to wear in their coat 

* of arms ; but the generality ■of the world will, 
' I believe, agree with that lady's opinion of mv 
' cousin, Hither than with Mrs. Bennet.' 
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Mrs. Bennet, seeing Mrs. EUison took offence 
at what she said, tliought pYopcr to make some 
apology, which was very readily accepted, and so 
ended the visit. 

We cannot however put an end to the chapter, 
■without observing, that such is the ambitious 
temi>er of beauty, that it may always apply to it- 
self that celebrated passage in Lucan, 

Nee qumquam jam ferre potest Cecsarve priorem, 
I'ompciusve parcm. 

Indeed, 1 believe, it may be laid down as a general 
rule, that no woman, who hath any great preten- 
sions to admiration, is ever well pleased in a com- 
pany, where she perceives herself to (ill only the 
. second place. Tliis observation, however, I hum- 
bly submit to the judgement of the ladies, and 
hope it, will be considered as retracted by me, if 
they shall dissent from my opinion. 



CHAP. IV. 
Containing Matters that require no Preface. 

W HEN Booth and his wife were left alone 
together, they both extremely exulted in their 
good fortune, in having found so good a friend as 
his. lordship ; nor were they wanting in very warm 
expressions of theirgratitude towards Mrs. EUison. 
—After which, they began to lay down schemes 
of living M'hen Booth should have his commi-ision 
of captain; and, after the exactcst computation, 
concluded, that, with economy, they should be 
able to save at least fifty pounds a year out of 
their income, in order m pay th.ir debts. 

Tliese matters being well settled, AmeUa asked 
Booth what he thought of Mrs. Kt nnet? 'I think, 
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' my dear,' aftiswered Booth, ' that she hath been 

* formerly a very pretty woman.' ' I am-mistaken," 
replied she, ' it stie be not a very good creature. 
' I don't know I ever took such a liking to any one 
' on so short an acquaintance. I fancy she hath 
' been a very sprightly woman; for, if you ob- 

* serve, she discovers, by starts, a great vivac"ty 

* in her countenance.' ' I made the same obser- 
' vation,' cries Booth: 'Sure some strange misfor- 
' tune hath befallen her.' ' A misfortune indeed !' 
answered Amelia ; 'sui-e, child, you forget what 
' Mrs. Ellison told us, that she had lost a beloved 
' husband, A misfortune which I have often won^ 
' dered at any woman's surviving,' — At which 
words she cast a tender look at Booth, and pre- 
sently afterwards throwing herself upon his neck, 
cried — ' O Heavens ! what a happy creature am 
' I ? when I consider the dangers you have gone 
' through, how I exult in my bliss'!' The good- 
natured reader will suppose that Booth was not 
deficient in returning such tenderness, after whiqh, 
the conversation became too fond to be here re- 
lated. 

The next morning, Mrs. Ellison addressed her- 
' self to Booth as follows : ' I shall make no apologj', 

* Sir, for what I am going to say, as it proceeds 
' * from my friendship to yourself and your dear 

' lady. I am convinced then, Sir, there is some- 

* thing more than accident in your going abroad 

* only one day in the week. Now, Sir, if, as I 
' am afraid, matters are not altogether as well as 
' I wish them, I beg, since I do not heUeve you 

* are provided with a lawyer, that you will suffer 

* me to recommend one to you. The person I shall 
' mention, is, I assure you, of much ability in his 
' profession, and I have known him do great ser- 
' vices to geutlemen under a cloud. Do not be 
' ashamed of your circumstances, my dear friend. 
' They are a much greater scandal to those who 

* have left so much merit unprovided for.' 
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Booth gave Mrs. Ellison abundance of thanks 
for her kindness, and explicitly confest to her 
that her conjectures were right, and, without 
hesitation, accepted the oiFer of her friend's assist- 
ance. 

Mrs. Ellison then acquainted him with her ap- 
prehensions on his account She said, she had 
both yesterday and this morning seen two or three 
very ugly suspicious fellows pass several times by 
her window. 'Upon all accounts,' said she, *niy 
' dear Sir, 1 advise you to keep yourself close con- 
' fined till the lawyer hath been with you. I am 

* sure he will get you your liberty, at least of 
' walking about within tlie verge — There's some- 
' thing to be done with the board of green-clotlr, 
' I don't know what ; but this I know, that several 
' gentlemen have lived here along titne very com- 
' fortably, and have defied all the vengeance of 
' their creditors. However, in the mean time, yon 
' must be a close prisoner with your lady ; and I 
' believe there is no man in England but would 

* exchange his liberty tor the same gaol.' 

She then departed in order to send for the at- 
torney, and presently afterwards the sergeant ar- 
rived with news of the like kind. He said, he had 
scraped an acquaintance with Murphy. ' I hope 

* your lionour will pardon me,' cries Atkinson, 
' but I pretended to have a small demand upon 
' your honour myself, and offered to employ him 

* in the business. Upon which, he told me, that 
' if I would go with him to the Marshal's Court, 
' and make affidavit of my debt, he should be able 
' very shortly to get it me ; for I shall have the 
' captain in hold,' cries he, * within a day or two.' 
— ' I wish,' said the sergeant, ' I could do your 
' honour any service. Shall I walk about all day 
' before the door? or shall I beportcr,. and watch 

* it in the inside, till your honour can find some 

* means of securing yourself? I hope you will not 
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* be offended at me, but I beg you would take 
' care of falling into Murphy's bands ; for he hath 

* the character of the greatest villain upon eartli. 
' I am afraid you will think me too bold, Sir; but 
' I have a little money, if it can be of any service, 
' do, pray your honour, command it. It can 

* never do me so much good any other way. Con- 
' sider, Sir, I owe all I have to yourself, and my 
' dear mistress.' 

Bootii stood a moment, as if he had been thun- 
derstruck, and thcHj the tears bursting from his 
eyes, he ^aid ; ' Upon my soul, Atkinson, you over- 
' come me. I scarce ever heard of so much good- 
' ness, nor do I know how to express my senti- 
' ments of it. But be assured, as for your miincy, 
' I will not accept it, and let it satisfy you, that 
' in my present circumstances it would do me no 
' essential service ; but this be assured of likewise, 
' that whilst I live, I shall never forget the kind- 
' ness of the offer However, as I apprehend I 

* may be in some danger of fellows getting- into 

* the house, for a day or two, as I have no guard 
' but a poor little girl, I will not refuse the good- 
' ness you offer to shew in my protection. And I 
' make no doubt but Mrs. Ellison will let you sit 
' in her parlour for that purpose.' 

Atkinson, with the utmost readiness undertook 
the office of porter; and Mrs. Ellison as readily 
allotted him a place in her back-parlour, where he 
continued three days together, from eight in the 
morning till twelve at night; during which time, 
he had sometimes the company of Mrs. Ellison, 
and sometimes ofBooth, Amelia, and Mrs. Bcnnct 
too ; for this last had taken as great a taucy to 
Amelia, as Amelia had to her; and therefoie, as 
Mr. Booth's affairs were now no secret in the 
neighbourhood, made her frequent visits during 
the confmement of her husband, and consequently 
her own. 
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Nothiiig, as I remember^ happened in this in- 
terval of time, more worthy notice than the follow- 
ing card, which Ameha received from her old ac- 
quaintance Mrs. James; 'Mrs. James sehds her 
' compliments to Mrs. Booth, and desires to know 
' how she does ; fur as she hath not had the fa- 
' vour of seeing her at her own house, or of meet- 
' iug her in any public place, in so long time, fears 
' it may be owing to ill health.' 

Amelia had long given over all thoughts of her 
friend, and doubted not but that she was as en- 
tirely given over by her; she, was very much sur- 
prised at this message, and under some doubt whe- 
ther it was not meant as an insult, especially from 
the mention of public places, which she thought ■ 
so inconsistent with her present circumstances, of , 
which she supposed Mrs. James was well apprised. 
However, at the entreaty of her husband, who lan- 
guished for nothing more than to be again recon- 
ciled to his friend James, Amelia undertook to pay 
the lady a visit, and to examine into the mysteiy 
of this conduct, which appeared to her so unac- 
countable. 

Mrs. James received her with a degree of civility 
that amazed Amelia, no less than her coldness had 
done before. She resolved to come to an eclair- 
cissement, and having sat out some company that 
came in, when they were alone together, Amelia, 
after some silence, and many offers to speak, at 
last said, ' My dear Jenny (if you will now suffer 
' me to call you by so familiar a name), have you 
' entirely forgot a certain young lady who had the 
' pleasure of being your intimate acquaintance at 
' Montpelier?' ' Whom do you mean, dear Ma- 
' dam ?' cries Mrs. James, with great concern. ' I 
' mean myself,' answered Amelia — ' You SBrprlse 
' me. Madam,' replied Mrs. JamCs: ' How can you 

* ask me that question?' — 'Nay, my dear, I do 

* not intend to offend you,' cries Amelia, ' but I 
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' am really desirous to solve to myself the reason 

* of that coldness which you shewed 'me, when you 
' did me the favour of a visit. Can you think, my 
' dear, I was not disappointed when I expected to 
' meet an intimate friend, to receive a cold formal 

* visitant? I desire youto examineyourownheart, 

* and answer me honestly, if you do not think I 
' had some little reason to be dissatisfied with your 
' behaviour?' — ' Indeed, Mrs. Booth,' answered the 
other lady, ' you surprise me very much ; if there 

* was any thing displeasing to you in my beha- 

* vioui^ I am extremely concerned at it. I did 
■' not know I had been defective in any of the 

* rules of civility, but if I w&s. Madam, 1 ask your 
' pardon:' — ' Is civility then, my dear,' replied 
Amelia, ' a synonymous term with friendship ? 

* Could I have expected, when I parted the last 
' time with Miss Jenny Bath, to have met her the 

* next time in the shape of a fine lady, complain- 
' ing of the hardship of climbing up two pair of 
' stairs to visit me, and then approaching me with 
' the distant air of a new or a slight acquaintance ? 
' Do you think, my dear Mrs. James, if the tables 
' had been turned, if my fortune had been as high 
' in the world as yours, and you in my distress 
' and abject condition, that I would not have 

■ ' cHmbed as high as the monument to visit you?' 
— ' Sure, Madam,' cried Mrs. James, ' I mistake 
' you, or you have greatly mistaken me. Can you 

: ' complain of my not visiting you, who have owed 
' me a visit almost these three weeks? Nay, did I 
* not even then send you a card, which sure was 
'doing more than alt the friendship and good - 
' breeding in the world required ; but, indeed, as I 
' had met you in no public place, I really thought 

■ ' you was ill.' — ' How can you mention public 
' places to me,' said Amelia, * when you can 
' hardly be a stranger to my present situation ? 
' Did you not know, Madam, that I was ruined ?' 
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— ' iCo, indeed. Madam, did I not,' replied Mrs. 
James ; ' I am sure I should have been highly con- 
' cerned if I had.' — ' Why, sure^ my dear,' cries 
Amelia, ' you could not imagine that we were in 
' affluent circumstances, when you found us in 
' such a place, and in such a condition.' — ' Nay, 
' my dear,' answered Mrs. James, ' since you are 
' pleased to mention it first yourself, I own, I was 

* a little surprised to see you in no better lodg- 
' ings; but I concluded you had your own rea- 
' sons for liking them; and for my own part,.! 
' have laid it down as a positive rule, never to in- 
' quire into the private aifairs of any one, espe- 

* cially of my friends. I am not of the humour of 
' some ladies, who confine the circle of their ac- 
' quaintance to one part of the town, and would 
' not be known to visit in the city for the world. 

* For my part, I never dropt an acquaintance with 
'any one, while it was reputable to keep it up; 
' and I caiv solemnly declare I have not a friend in 
' the world for whom I have a greater esteem than 
' 1 have for Mrs. Booth.' 

At this instant, the arrival of a new visitant put 
an end to the discourse ; and Amelia soon after' 
took her leave without the least anger, but with 
some little unavoidable contempt for a lady, in 
whose opinion, as we haye hinted before, outward 
form and ceremony constituted the whole essence 
of friendship; who valued all her acquaintance 
alike, as each individual .served equally to fill up a 
place in her visiting roll, and who, in reality, had 
not the least concern for the good qualities or 
well-being of any of them. 
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Containing much heroic Matter. 

At the end of three days, Mrs. Ellison's friend 
liad so far purchased Mr. Booth's hberty, that he 
could walk again abroad within the verge, without 
any danger of having a warrant backed against 
him by the Board before he liad notice. As for thtS 
ill-looked persons that had given the alarm, it was 
now discovered that another unhappy gentleman, 
and not Booth, was the object of their pursuit. 

Mr. Booth now being delivered from his fears, 
went, as he had formerly done, to take his morn- 
ing walk in the Park. Here he met Colonel Bath 
in company with some other officers, and very 
civilly paid his respects to him. But, instead of 
i-eturning the salute, the colonel looked him fult 
in the face with a very atern countenance ; and, if 
he could be said to take any notice of him, it was 
in such a manner as to inform him he would take 
no notice of him. 

Booth was not more hurt than surprised at this^ 
behaviour, and resolved to know the reason of it. 
He therefore watched an opportunity till the co- 
lonel was alone, and then walked boldly up to him, 
and desired to know if he had given him any of- 
fence ?— The colonel answered hastily, ' Sir, I am 
' above being offended with yon, nor ilo I think it 
* consistent with my dignity to make you any an- 
' swer.' Booth replied, ' I don't know, Sir, that 
' I have done any thing to deserve this treatment.' 
— ' Look'ee, Sir,' cries the colonel, ' if I had not 
' formerly had some respect for you, I should not 
' think you worth my resentment. However, as 
' you are a gentleman born, and an officer, and as 
' I have had an esteem for you, I will give you 
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* some marks of it by putting it in- your power to . 

* do yourself justice. I will tell you therefore, Sir, 

* that you have acted like a scoundrel.' — 'If we 

* were not in the Park,' answered Booth warmly, 
' I would thank you very properly for that com- 
' pliment/ — ' O, Sir!' cries the colonel, ' we can be 

* soon in a convenient place.' Upon which Booth 
answered, he would attend hlni wherever he 
pleased. — The colonel then bid htm come along, 
and strutted forward directly up Constitution-Hill 
to Hyde- Park, Booth following him at first, and 
afterwards walking before him, till they came to 
that place which may be properly called the field 
of blood, being that part, a little to the left of the 
ring, which heroes have chosen for the scene of ^ 

■ their exit out of this world. 

Booth reached the ring some time before the 
colonel ; for he mended not his pace any more 
tlian a Spaniard. To say truth, I believe it was 
not in his power; for he had so long accustomed 
himself to one and the same strut, that as a horse, 
used always to trotting, can scarce be forced into 
a gallop, so could no passion force the colonel to 
alter his pace. 

At length, however, both parties arrived at the 
lists, where the colonel very deliberately took off 
his wig and coat, and laid them on the grass, and 
then drawing his sword, advanced to Booth, who 
had likewise his drawn, weapon in his hand, but 
had made no other preparation for the combat. 

The combatants now engaged with great fury, . 
and after two or three passes, Booth ran the co- 
lonel through the body and threw him on the 
ground, at the same time possessing himself of 
the colonel's sword. 

As soon as the colonel was become master of 

■ his speech, he called out to Booth in a very kind 
voice, and said, ' You have done my business, 

. ' and satisfied me that you are a man of honour, 
' and that my brother James must have been mis- 
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* taken; for I am convinced, that no man who 
'will draw his sword in sp gallant a manner, is 
'capable of being a rascal; d — n me, give me a. 
' buss, my dear boy, 1 ask your pardon for that 
' infamous appellation I dishonoured your dignity 

* with ; but, d — n me, if it was not purely out of 
' love, and to give you an opportunity of doing 
' yourself justice, which I own you have done 
' like a man of honour. What may be thg conse- 

* (|uence I know not, but I hope, at least, I shall 
' live to reconcile you with my brother.' 

Booth fihewed great concern, .and even horror 
in his countenance. ' Why, my dear colonel,' 
said he ' would you force me to this? forHeaT 
' vcn's sake, tell me, what I have ever done to 
' ofti;iid yoi! ?' 

'Me!' cried the colonel. 'Indeed, my dear 
.' child, you never did any thing to offend me. — 

* Nay, 1 have acted the part of a friend to you in 
' the whole affair. I mamtained your cause with 
' my brother as long as decency would permit ; I 
' could not tlatly contradict him, though, indeed, 

* I scarce believed him. Hut what could I do j 
' if I had not fought with you, I must have been 
'obliged to have fought with him: however, I 
' hope, what is dope will be sutticient, and that 
' matters may be discommodated without your 

* being put to the necessity of fighting any more 
^ on this occasion.' 

'Never regard me,' cried Booth eagerly, 'for 

* Heaven's sake, think of your own preservation, 
' Let me putyou into a chair, and get you a sur-i 
f geon.' 

' Thou art a noble lad,' cries the colonel, who 
was now got on his legs, ' and I am glad the 

* business is so well over. For though your sword 
' went quite through, it slanted so, that I appre- 
' bend there is little danger of lite. However, I 
f think there is enough done to put an honour-i 
' able end to the affair, especially as you was 50! 
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' hasty to disann me. I bleed a little, but I can 
' walk to the house by the water; and if you will 
' send me a chair thither, I shall be obliged 

* to you.' 

As the colonel refused any assistance (indeed he 
was very able to walk without it, though with 
somewhat less dignity than usual), Booth set for- 
ward to Grosvenor-Gate, in order to procure the 
chair, and soon after returned with 'one to his 
friend ; whom having conveyed into it, he at- 
tended himself on foot into Bond-street, where 
then lived a very eminent surgeon. 

The surgeon having probed the wound, turned 
toward? Booth, who was apparently the guilty 
person, and said, with a smile, ' Upon my word, 
' Sir, you have performed the business with great 

* dexterity.' 

' Sir,' cries the colonel to the surgeon, ' I would 
' not have you imagine I am afraid to die. I think 
' I know more what belongs to the dignity of a 
' man j and, I believe, I have shewn it at the head 
'of aline of battle. Do not impute my concern 
' to that fear, when I ask you whetlier there is or 
' is notany danger?' 

' Really, colonel,' answered the surgeon, wha 
well knew the complexion of the gentleman then 
under his hands, ' it would appear like presump- 

* tion to say, that a man who hath been just run 
'through the body, is in no manner of danger. 

■ * But this, I think,' I may assure you, that I yet 
' perceive no very bad symptoms, and unless 
' something worse should appear, or a fever be the 
' consequence, I hope you may live to be again, 
' with all your dignity, at the head of a line of 

* battle.' 

' I am glad to hear that is your opinion,' quoth 
the colonel, ' tor 1 am not desnous ot dying, 
' though I am not afraid of it. But if any thing 
' worse than you apprehend should happen, I de- 
' sire you will be a witness of my declaration, that 
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* this young gentleman is eutiiely innocent. I 
' forced him to do what he did. My dear Booth, 

* I am pleased matters are as they are. You are 
' thefiist man that ever gained an advantage over 
' me ; but it was very lucky for you that you dis- 

* armed me, and I doubt not but j'ou have the 
' equanimity to think so. If the business, there- 
' fore, hath ended without doing any thing to the 
' purpose, it was fortune's pleasure, and neither of 
' our fiults.' 

Bootii heartily embraced the colonel, and as- 
sured him of the great satisfaction he had received 
from the surgeon's opinion ; and soon after the 
two combatants took their leave of each other. 
The colonel, after he was drest, went in a chair to 
his lodgings, and Booth walked on foot to his; 
where lie luckily arrived without meeting any of 
Mr, Murphy's gang; a danger which never once 
occurred to his imagination till he was out of it. 

The affair he had been about had indeed so en- 
tirely occupied his mind, that it had obliterated 
every other idea ; among the rest, it caused him so 
absolutely to forget the time of the day, that; 
though he had exceeded the time of dining above 
two hours, he had not the least suspicion of being 
at home later than usu^tl. 



CHAP. VI. 



Jn xchieh ike Reader will fnd Matter •worthy his 
Consideration. 

Amelia having waited above an hour for her 
husband, concluded, as he was the most punctual 
tnan alive, that he had met with some engagement 
abroad, and sat down to her meal with her chil- 
' dien ; which,' as it was always uncomfortable in 
thp absence of her husband^ was very short J sq 
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that before his return, all the apparatus of dining 
was entirely removed. 

Booth sat some time with his wife, expecting 
every minute when the Uttje maid would make her 
appearance; atlast, curiosity, I believe, rather than 
appetite, made him ask, How long it was to dinner? 
'To dinner! my dear,' answered Amelia, 'sure 

* you have dined, I hope?' Booth replied in the 
negative; upon which hia wife started from her 
chair, and bestirred herself as nimbly to provide 
him a repast, as the most industrious hostess in 
the kingdom doth, when some unexpected guest 
of extraordinary quality anives at her house. 

The reader hath not, I think, from any passages 
hitherto recorded in this history, had mucli reason 
to accuse Amelia of a blameable curiosity ; he will 
BOt, I hope, conclude that she gave an instance of 
any such fault, when, upon Booth's having so long 
overstayed his time, and so greatly mistaken the 
hour of the day, and upon some other circum- 
stances of his behaviour (for he was too honest to 
be good at concealing any of his thoughts), she 
said to him, after he had done eating, ' My dear, 

* I am sure something more than ordinary hath 
' happened to-day, and I beg you will tell ine 

* what it is.' 

Booth answered, that nothing of any conse- 
quence had happened ; that he had been detained 
by a friend, whom he met accidentally, longer 
thau he expected. In short, he made many shuf- 
fling and evasive answers, not boldly lying out, 
which, perhaps, would have succeeded, hut poorly 
and vamly endeavouring to reconcile falsehood 
with truth. An attempt which seldom fails to 
betray the most practised deceiver. 

How impossible was it therefore for poor Booth 
to succeed in an art for wliich nature had so en- 
tirely disqualified him. His countenance, indeed, 
confessed faster than his tongue denied; and the 
whole of bis behaviour gave Amelia an alarm, aud 
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made her suspect something very bad had hap*-^ 
pened; and as her thoughts turned presently on 
the badne^r- of their circumstances, she feared 
some mischief from his creditors had befallen him ; 
for she was too ignorant of such matters to know, 
that if he had fallen into the hands of the Phi- 
listines (which is the name given by the faithful 
to bailifts) he would hardly have been able so soon 
to recover his hberty. Booth at last perceived her 
to be so uneasy, that as he saw no hopes of con- 
triving any fiction to satisfy her, he thought' him- 
self obliged to tell her the truth, or at least part of 
the truth, and confessed that he had had a Utile 
stinnish with Colonel Bath, in which, he said, the 
colonel had received a slight wound, not at all 
flangerous ; and this, says he, is al! the whole mat- 
ter. * If it be so,' cries Amelia, ' 1 thank Heaven 

* no worse hath happened ; but why, my dear, 
' will you ever converse with that madman, who 
' can embrace a friend one moment, and fight with 
' him the next?' ' Kay, my dear,' answered Booth, 
*you yourself nmst confess, though he be a little 

* too much on the qui vive, he is a man of great 
'honour and good-nature.' 'Tell me not,' re- 
plied she, ' of such good-nature and honour as 
' would sacrifice a friend, and a whole family, to 
'a ridiculous wliim. O, Heavens!' cried she, 
falling upon her knees, ' from what misery have ■ 
' 1 escaped, from what have these poor babes 

' escaped, through your gracious providence this 

* day !' — Then turning to her husband — she cried 
— ' But are you sure the monster's wound is no 

* more dangerous than you say ? a monster surely 
' I may call him, who can quarrel with a man that 

* could not, that I am convinced would not, ofleod 

* him.' 

Upon this question. Booth repeated the assu- 
rances which the surgeon had given them, per- 
haps with a little enlargement, which pretty welt 
iatisficd Amehaj and mstead of blaming her hus- 



D,q,i,i.:db,.Google 



AMELIA. 411 

band for what he lia4 done, she tenderly embraced 
him, and again returned thanks to Heaven for his 
safety. 

In the evening, Bootli insistedon paying a short 
visit to the colonel, highly against the inclination 
of Amelia, who, by many arguments and entrea- 
ties, endeavoured to dissuade her husband from 
continuing an acquaintance in whiah, she said, 
she should always foresee much danger for the 
future. However, she was at last prevailed upon 
to acquiesce ; and Booth went to the colonel, 
whpse lodgings happened to be in the verge as 
well as hie own. 

He found the colonel in his night-gown, and 
his great chair, engaged with another officer at a 

fame of chess. He rose immediately, and having 
eartily embraced Booth, presented him to his 
friend, saying, he had the honour to introduce to 
him as brave and asjorlitudinous a man as any in 
the king's dominions — He then took Booth with 
him into the next room, and desired him not to 
niention a word of what had happened in the 
inorning, saying, ' I am very well satisfied that no 
' more hath happened ; however, as it ended in 
' nothing, I could wish it might remain a secret.' 
Booth told him he was heartily glad to find him so 
well, and promised never to mention it more to 
any one. 

The game at chess being but just begun, and 
neither of the parties having gained any consider- 
able advantage, they neither of them insisted on 
continuing it; and now the colonel's antagonist 
took his leave, and left the colonel and Booth 
together. 

As soon as they were alone, the latter earnestly- 
entreated the former to acquaint him with the real 
cause of his auger; ' for, may I perish,' cries 
' Booth, ' if I can even guess what I have ever 
' done to offend either you, or your brother, Co- 
* Jonel James,* 
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' Look'ce, child,' cries the colonel, ' I tell you 
' I am for my own part satisfied ; for I am con- 

* viiu-ed that a man who will fight, can never be 
'a rascal; and, therefore, why should you inquire 
' any more of me at present r when I see my bro- 
•thtT James, I hope to reconcile all matters, and 

* perhsps no more swords need be drawn on this 
' occasion.' But Bo.>th still persisting'in his desire, 
the colonel, after some hesitation, with a tremen- 
dous oath, cried out, ' I do not think myself at li- 

* bei-ty to refuse you after the indignity I offered , 

* you ; so, since you demand it of me, I will in- 
' form you. My brother told me you had used 
' him dishonourably, and had divellicated his cha- 
' racter behind his hack. He gave me his word 

* too, that he was well assured of what he said. 

* What could I have done? though I own to you 
' I did not believe him, and your behaviour since 

* hath convinced me I was in the right; I must 
' either have given him the lie, and fought with 
' him, or else I was obliged to behave as I did, 

* and fight with you. And now, my lad, I leave 
' it to you to do as you please; but it you are laid 

* under any necessity to do yourself further jus- 
' ticc, it is your own taull.' 

' Alas ! colonel,' answered Booth, * besides the 
' obligations I liave to the colonel, I have really 
' so much love for liim, that I think of nothing less 
' than resentment. All I wish, is to have this af- 

* fair brought to an eclaircissement, and to satisfy 

* him that he is iii an error; for though his asser- 
' tions are cruelly injurious, and I have never dc- 

* served them; yet I am convinced he would not 

* say what he did not himself think. Some rascal, 

* envious of his friendship for me, hath belied me 
'to him; and the only resentment I desire, is 

* to convince him of his mistake.* 

■ At these words— the colonel grinned horribly 
a .ghastly smite, or rather sneer, and answered, 
•young gcntlemaD) you may do as you please; 
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* but by tbe eternal dignity of man, if any man 
' breathing had taken a hberty with my character, 
' —Here, here — Mr. Booth, (shewing his fingers) 

* here — cl— n me, should be his nostrils, lie should , 

* breathe through my hands, and breathe his last, 

* d — n me.' 

Booth aaswered, ' I think, colonel, I may ap- 
' peal to your testimony that I dare do myself 
'justice; since he who dare draw iiis svvor^i 
' against you, can hardly be supposed to fear any 
' other person; but I repeat to you again, that I 
' love Colonel James so well, and am so giea,tly 
'.obliged to him, that it would be almost indit- 

* fcrent to me, whether I directed my sword 
' against his breast or my own.' 

The colonel's muscles were considerably sof- 
tened by Booth's last speech; but he again con-^ 
tracted them into a vast degree of fierceness, be- 
fore he cried out ' Boy, thou hast reason 

' enough to be vain ; for thou art the first person 

* that ever could proudly say he gained an advan- 

' t:^e overuie in combat. I believe, indeed, thou • 
' art not afraid of any man breathing, and as I 
' know thou hast some obligations to my brother, 
' I do not discommend thee ; for nothing more be- 
' comes the dignity of a man than gratitude. Be- 
' sides, as I am satisfied my brother can produce 
' the author of the slander — 1 say, I am satisfied 
' of that, d — n me, if any man alive dares assert 
' the contrary; for that would be to make my 
' brother himself a bar, I will make him produce 

* his author; and then, my dear boy, your doing 
' yourself proper justice there will bring you 

* finely out of the whole aft'air. As soon us my 
'surgeon gives "me leave to go abroad, which, 
' I hope, will be in a few days, I will bring my 

* brother James to a tavern, where you shall meet 
'us; and I will engage my honour, my whole 
' dignity to you, to make you friends.' 
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The assurance of the colonel gave Booth great 
pleasure; for few pei-soAa ever loved a friend bet^ 
ter than he did Janies ; and as for doing military 
justice on the author of that scandalous report 
which had incensed, his friend against him, not 
Bath himself was ever more ready, on such an 
occasion, than Booth to execute it. He soon 
after took his leave,' and returned home in high 
spirits to his Amelia, whom he found in Mrs. El- 
lison's apartment, engaged in a party at ombre 
with that lady and her right honourable cousin. 

His lordship had, it seems, had a second inter- 
view with the great man, and having obtained 
^further hopes (for I think there was not yet an 
absolute promise) of success in Mr. Booth's af- 
fairs, his usual good-nature brought him imme- 
diately to acquaint Mr. Booth with it. As he did 
not therefore find him at home, and as he met 
with the two ladies together, he resolved to stay 
till his friend's return, which he was assured would 
not be long, especially as he was so lucky, he Stud, 
to have no particular engagement that whole 
evening. 

We remarked before, that his lordship, at the. 
first interxiew with Amelia, bad distinguished h^r 
by a more particular address from the other la- 
dies ; but that now appeared to be rather owing 
to his perfect good -breeding, as she was then to 
be considered as the mistress of the house, than 
from any otherprcference. His present behaviour 
ttiade this still more manifest; for as he was now 
in Mrs. Ellison's apartment, though she was his 
relation and an old acquaintance, he applied his 
conversation rather more to her than to Amelia. 
His eyes, indeed, were now and then guilty of the 
contrary distinction, but this was only by stealth; 
for they constantly withdrew the moment they 
were discovered. In short, he treated Amelia 
Vith the greatest distance, and at the same time 
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with the most profound and awful respect ; hts 
conversation was so general, so lively, and so 
obliging, that Amelia, when she added to his 
agreeableness the obligations she had to him for 
his friendship to Booth, Was certainly as much 
pleased with his lordship, as any virtuous womaa 
can possibly he with any man, besides her own 
liusband. 



CHAP. VII. 

Containing various Mailers. 

W E have already mentioned the good humour 
in which Booth returned home ; and the reader 
will easily believe it was not a little increased by 
the good humour in which he found his company. 
My lord received him with the utmost marks of 
friendship and affection, and told him that his 
affairs went on as well almost as he himself could 
desire, and that he doubted not very soon. to wish 
him joy of a company. 

When Booth had made a proper return to all 
his lordshi})'s unparalleled goodness, he whispered 
Amelia, that the colonel was entirely out of dan- 
ger, and almost as well as himselt. This made 
her satisfaction complete, threw her into such 
spirits, and gave such a lustre to her eyes, that 
. her face, as Horace says, was too dazzling to be 
looked at; it was certainly too handsome to be 
■looked at without the highest admiration. 

His lordship departed about ten o'clock, and 
left the company in raptures with him, especially 
the two ladies, of whom it is difficult to say which 
exceeded the other in his commendations. Mrs, 
Ellison swore she believed he was the best of all 
humankind; and Amelia, without making any 
exception, declared he was the finest gentleman, 
and most agreeable man, she had ever seen in her 
life; adding, it was great pity he should remain 
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single. ' That's true, indeed,' cries Mrs. Ellison^ 

* and I have often lamented it, nay, I am asto- 
' nished at it, considering the great liking he 
' always shews for our sex, and he may certainly 

* have the choice of all. The real reason, I be- 
' Ueve, is, his fondness for his sister's children. 

* I declare, Madam, if you was to see his beha* 
' viour to them, you would think, they were his 
' own. Indeed, he is vastly fond of all manner of 
'children.' 'Good creature,' cries Amelia, * if 
' ever he doth me the honour of another visit, I 

* am resolved I will shew him my little things. I 
' think, Mrs, Ellison, as you say my lord loves 
' children, I may say, without vanity, he will not 
' see many such.' ' No, indeed, wilt he not,' an- 
swered Mrs. Ellison : ' and now I think on"t, Ma- 
' dam, I wonder at my own stupidity in never 
' making the offer before ; but since you put it 
' into my head, if you will give me leave, I'll take 
' master and miss to wait on my lord's nephew and 
' niece. They are very pretty behaved children; 

* and httle master and miss will be, I dare swear, 
' very happy in their acquaintance; besides, if my 

* lord himself should see them, I know what wilt 
' happen ; for he is the most generous of all hu- 
' man beings.' 

Amelia very readily accepted the favour which 
Mrs. Ellison oftered her ; but Booth exprest some 
reluctance. ' Upon my word, my dear,' said he, 
with a smile, ' this behaviour of ours puts me in 
' mind of the common conduct of beggars ; who, 

* whenever they receive a fayour, are sureto send 
' other objects to the same fountain of charity. 

* Don't we, my dear, repay our obligations to my 
' lord in the same manner, by sending our chil- 

* dren a begging to him ?' 

' beastly !' cries Mrs. Ellison, ' how could 
' such a thought enter your brains? I protest, Ma- 
' dam, I begin to grow ashamed of this husband 
' of yours. How can you have so vulgar a way 
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'of tliinking? Begging, indeed I the poor little 
' dear things a begging — If my lord was capable 
' of such a thonght, though he was my own bro- 
' ther instead of my cousin, I shoukl scorn him too 

* much ever to enter his doors.' — ' O dear Ma- 

' Ham !' answered Amelia, ' you take Mr. Booth. 
' too seriously, when lie was only in jest; and the 
' children shall wait upon you whenever you 

* please.' 

Though Booth had been a little more In earnest 
than Amelia had represented him, and was not, 
perhaps, quite so much in the wrong as he was 
considered by Mrs. Ellison; yet seeing there were 
two to one against him, he wisely thought proper 
to recede, and let his smile go oft" with that air of 
a jest, which his wife had given it. 

Mrs. Ellison, however, could not let it pass with- 
out paying sonic compliments to Amelia's under- 
standing, nor without some obscure reflexions upon 
Booth, with whom she was more offended than the 
matter required. She was indeed a woman of most 
profuse generosity, and could not hear a thought 
which she deemed vulgar or sneaking. She after- 
wards launched forth the most "profuse encomiums 
of his lordship's liberality, and concluded the even- 
ing with some instances which he had given of 
that virtue, which, if not the noblest, is, perhaps, 
one of the most useful to society, with wliich great 
and rich men can be endowed. 

The next morning early, Sergeant Atkinson came 
to wait on Lieutenant Booth, and desired to speak 
"with his honour in private. Upon M'hich, the 
lieutenant and sergeant took a walk together in the 
Park. Booth expected every minute when the 
. sergeant would ojien his mouth ; under which ex- 
pectation he continued till he came to the end of 
the Mall, and so he might have continued till he 
came to the end of the world; for though several 
words stood at the end of the sergfatit's lips, there 
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they were likely to remain for ever. He was, In- 
deed, in the condition of a miser, whom a chari- 
table impulse liath impelled to draw a few pence 
to the £d;j;c of his pocket, where they are alto- 
gether as secure as if they were iii the bottom ; 
for, as the one hath not the heart to part with 
a farthing, so neither had the other the heart to 
speak a word. 

Booth at length, wondering that the sergeant did 
not speak, asked him, What hts business was ? when 
the latter with a stammering voice began the fol- 
lowing apology : ' I hope, Sir, your nonour will 

* not be angry, nor take any thing amiss of me. 
' I do assure you, it was not of my seeking, nay, 

* I dare not proceed in the matter without first 

* asking you leave. Iijdeed, if 1 had taken any 
' libcities from the goodness you have been pleased 
' to shew me, I should look upon myself as one of 
' the most worthless and despicable of wretches; 
' but nothing is farther from my thoughts. I 
'know the distance which is between us; and 

* because your honour hath been so kind and good 

* as to treat me with more familiarity than any 
' other officer ever did, if I had been base enough 
'_to take any freedoms, or to encroach upon your 
' honour's goodness, I should deserve to be whipt 
'through the regiment. I hope, therefore, Sir, 
' yon will not suspect nie of any such attempt.' 

' What can atl this mean, Atkinson,' cries 
Booth ; ' what mighty matter would you intro- 
' duce with all this previous apology?' 

' I am almost ashamed and afraid to mention it,' 
answeied the .sergeant, ' and j-et I am sure your 
' honour will believe what I have said, and .not 

* think any thing owing to qiy own presumption ; 
' and, at the same lime, I have no reason to, think 
' you would do any thing to spoil my fortune in an 

.'honest way, when it is dropt into my lap with- 
'- out my own seeking. Tor, may, I perish, if it is 
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* not all the lady's own goodness, and I hope in 
' Heaven, with your honours leave, I shall live to 
' make her amends for it.' — In a word, that we 
may not detain the reader's curiosity quite so iong 
as he did Booth's, he acquainted that gentleman 
that he had an offer of marriage from a lady of 
his acquaintance, to whose company he had in- 
troduced him, aud desired his permission to ac- 
cept of it. 

Booth must have heen very didl, indeed, if, after 
what the sergeant had said, and after what he had 
heard Mrs. Ellison say, he had wanted any inforr 
mation concerning the lady. He answered him 
briskly and cheerfully, that he had his free consent 
to marry any woman whatever ; ' and the greater 
' and riclier she is,' added he, ' the more I shall 
' be pleased with the match. I don't inquire who 
' the lady is,' said he, smiling, ' but I hope she 
' will make as good a wife as, I am convinced, 
' her husband will deserve.' 

' Your honour hath been always too good tO' 

* me,' cries Atkinson, ' but this 1 promise you, I 
' will do all in my power to merit the kindness she 
' is pleased to shew me. I will be bold to say, 

* she will marry an honest man, though he is but 
' a poor one ; and she shall never want any thing 
' which I can give her or do for her, while my 
' name is Joseph Atkinson.' 

' And so her name is a secret, Joe, ie it ?' cries 
Booth. 

' Why, Sir,' answered the sergeant^ ' I hope 
' your honour will not insist upon knowing that, 

* as I think it would be disbouourable in me to 

* mention it.' 

' Not at all,' replied Booth ; ' I am the farthest 
' in the world frona any such desire. I know thee 
' better than to imagine thou wouldst disclose the 
'name of the fair lady.' Booth then shook At- 
kinson heartily by the hand, aad assured him eai> 
' . - ...EeS . .... 
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nestly of the joy lie had in his good fortune; for 
which the good sergeant failed not of making a)t 
proper acknowledgements. After which they de- 
parted, and Booth returned home. 

As Mrs. EtHson opened the door, Booth hastily 
rushed by ; for he had the utmost difficulty to pre- 
vent laughing in her face. He ran directly up 
stairs, and, throwing himself into a chair, dis- 
charged such a fit of laughter as greatly surprised, ' 
and at first almost frightened, his wife. 

Amelia, it will be supposed, presently inquired 
into the cause of this phcenomenon, with which 
Booth, as soon as he was able (for that was not 
>vithin a few minutes) acquainted her. The news 
did not affect her in the same manner as it liarf 
affected her husband; On the contrary, she cried, 
' I protest I cannot guess what makes you see it in 
' so ridiculous a light. I really think Mrs. Ellison 
' has chosen very well. I am convinced Joe will 
' make her one of the best of husbands; and in my 
' opinion that is the greatest blessing a woman can 

* be possessed of.' 

However, when Mrs. Ellison came into her room 
a little, while afterwards, lo fetch the children^ 
Amelia became of a more visible disposition, espe- 
cially when the former, turning to Booth, who was 
then present, said, • So, captain, my jantee-ser- 
' geant was very early here this morning. I 

* scolded my maid heartily for letting him wait 

* so long in the entry Hke a lacquais, when she 
*^might have shewn him into my inner apartment.' 
At which wojds Booth burst into a very loud 
laugh ; and Amelia herself could no more prevent 
laughing than she could blushing. 

* Heyday!' cries Mrsi Ellfsun, ' what have I- said 

* to cause all this mirtbr' and at the same time 
blushed, and looked very silly, as is always the 
ca*e with persons who suspect themselves to be the 
■objects of laughter, without absolutely taking what 
it is vhich makes them-udiciUaus, 
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Booth still continued laughing ; but Amelia, cfom- 
jKJsing her muscles, said, ' I ask your pardon, dear 

* Mrs. Ellison; but' Mr. Booth hath been in a 

* strange giggling humour all this morning; and 
' I really think it is infectious.' 

' I ask your pardon too. Madam,' erics Booth, 

* but one is sometimes unaccountably foolish.' 

' Nay, but seriously,' said she, ' what is the maU 
' ter ? — Something I said about the sergeant, I be- 

* lieve; but you may laugh as much as you please, 
' I am not ashamed of owning, I think him one of 
' the prettiest fellows I ever saw in my life; and, 
^I own, I scolded my maid at suQering him t6 
■ ' wait in my entry ; and where is the mighty ridi- 

* culous matteri pray?' 

' None at all,' answered Booth; 'and, I hope, 
' the next time he will be ushered into your inner 
. * apartment.' 

'Why should he not, Sir?' replied she; 'for 
' wherever he is ushered, I am convinced he will 

* behave himself as a gentleman should,' 

Here Amelia put an end to the discourse, or it 
might have proceeded to very great lengths ; for 
Booth was of a waggish inclination ; and Mrs. 
JilUisba was not a lady of the nicest delicacy. 



The heroic Behaviour of Colonel Bath. 

JtSOOTH went this morning to pay a second 
visit to the colonel, where he found Colonel James. 
Both the colonel and the lieutenant appeared a 
little shocked at their first meeting ; but matters 
were soon cleared up ; for the former presently ad- 
vanced to the latter, shook him heartily by the 
hand, and said — ' Mr. Booth, I am ashamed to 
' see you; for I have injured you, and I heartily 
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'ask your pardon.^ I am now perfectly con- 
' vinced, that what I hinted to my brother, and 

* which I find had like to have produced such fatal 

* consequences, was entirely groundless. If you 
' will be contented with my asking your pardon, 
' and spare me the disagreeable remembrance of 

* what led me into my error, I shall esteem it as 
' the highest obligation.' 

Booth answered, ' As to what regards yourself, 

* my dear colonel, I am abundantly satisfied ; but 

* as, I am convinced, some rascal hath been my 

* enemy with you in the cruellest manner, I hope 

* vou will not deny me the opportunity of kicking 
' Jiim through the world.' 

' By all the dignity of man,' cries Colonel Bath, 

* the boy speaks with spirit, and his request is rea- 
' sonable.' 

Colonel James hesitated a moment, and then 
■whispered Booth, that he would give him all the 
satisfaction imaginable concerning the whole af- 
fair, when they were alone together; upon which 
Booth addressing himself tp Colonel Bath, the 
discourse turned on other n>atters, during the re- 
mainder of the visit, which was but short, and 
then both went away together, leaving Colonel 
Bath as well as it was possible to expect, more to 
the satisfaction of Booth than of Colonel James, 
who would not have been displeased if liis wound 
had been more dangerous ; for he was grown 
somewhat weary of a disposition that he rather 
called captious than heroic, and whicli, as he every 
day more and more hated his wife, he apprehend- 
ed might some time or other give him some trou- 
ble; for Bath was the most affectionate of bro- 
thers,', and had often swore, in the presence of 
James, that he would eat any man alive who 
should use his sister ill. 

Colonel Bath was well satisfied that his brother 
and the lieutenant were gone out >vith a design of 
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tilting, from which he offered not a syllable to 
-dissuade them, as he was convinced it was right, 
and tliat Booth could not in honour take, nor the 
colonel give, any less satisfaction. When they 
had heen gone therefore ahout half an hour, he 
rang his hell, to inquire if there was any news of 
his brother; a question which he repeated every 
ten minutes, for the space of two hours, when 
having heard nothing of him, he beg-an to con- 
clude that both were killed on tlie spot. 

While he was in this state of anxiety, his sister 
came to see him; for, notwithstanding his desire 
of keeping it a secret, the duel had blazed all over 
the town. After receiving some kind congratu- 
lations on his safety, and some unkind hints con- 
cerning the warmth of his temper, the colonel 
asked her, When she had seen her husband? slie 
answered, not that morning. He then commu- 
nicated to her his suspicion, told her he was con- 
vinced his brother had drawn his sword that day, 
and that as neither of them had heard any thing 
from him, he began to apprehend the worst that 
could happen. 

Neither Miss Bellamy nor Mrs. Cibber were 
ever in a greater consternation on the stage, than 
now appeared in the countenance of Mrs. James. 
'Good Heavens! brother,' cries she, 'what do 

* you tell me ! you have frightened me to death. 
' — Let your man get me a glass of water imme- 
' diately, if you have not a mind to see me die 

* before your face. When, where, how was this 
: ' quarrel, why did you not prevent it, if you 

* knew of it? is it not enough to be every day 
' tormenting me with hazarding your own life, but 
' must you bring the fife of one who you know 
' must be, and ought to be, so much the dearest of 
'all to me, into danger? take your sword, bro- 
' ther, take your sword, and plunge it ioto my 

* bosom; it would be kinder of you than to fill it 
' with such dreads and terrors.' — Here she swal- 
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Jowed the glass of water; and then threw herself 
back ill bet' chair, as if she had intended to faint 
away. 

Perhaps, if she had so, the colonel would ha%'c 
lent her no assistance; for she had hurt him more 
than by ten thousand stabs. He sat erect in hi? 
chair, with his eyebrows knit, his forehead wrink- 
led, his eyes flashing fire, his teeth grating against 
each other, and breathing horror all round him. 
In this posture he sat for some time silent, casting 
jdisdainful looks at his sister. At last, his voice 
found its way through a passion wtiich had almost 
choked him, and he cried out: 'Sister, whathave 
' I done 10 deserve the opinion you express of ine? 
' which of my actions hath made you conpUu(c that 
' I am a rascal and a coward r look at that poor 
' sword, which never Woman yet savr but in its 

* sheath, what hath that done to merit your desirp 

* that it should bp contaminated with the blood of 
' a woman r' 

* Alas ! brother,' cried she, ' I know not what 
' you say, you are desirous, I believe, to terrify me 

* out of the little senses I have left. AVhat can I 

* have said, in the agonies of grief into which yoij 
' tlirew me, to deserve this passion?' 

' What have you said r' answered the colonel, 
' you have said that which if a man had spoken, 

* nay, d— n me, if he had but hiut;ed that he 
,.* durst even think, I would have inade him eat 

' my sword, by all the dignity of man, I woukl 

' have ciumbled his soul into powder. — But, I 

■ ? consider that the words were spoken by a woman, 

' and 1 am calm again. Consider, my dear, that 

* you are my sister, and behave youi-self with more 
' spirit. I have only mentioned to you my sur- 
' niise. It may not have happened as t suspect j 
^ but let what will have happened, you will have 
f the coinfort that your husband hath behaved 
^ himself with becoming dignity, and lie? in ^he 
f jjed of honour,' 
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* Talk not to me of such comfort,' replied the 
Jady, 'it is a loss I cannot survive. But why do I 

* sit here lamenting myself; I will go this instant 
.' and know the worst of my fate, if my trembling 
' limbs will carry me to my coach. — Goocl-morroMr, 
' dear brother ; whatever becomes of me, I am glad 

* to find you out of danger.'— The colonel paid 
her his proper compliments, and she then left the 
room, but returned mstantly back, saying, ' Bro- 
' ther, I must beg the favour of you to let your 

,' footman step to my mantua-maker; I am sure it 
' is a miracle in my present distracted condition, 
' how it caipe into my head.' The footman was 
presently summoned, and Mrs. James delivered 
jiim his message, which was, to countermand the 
orders which she had given that very morning, to 
make her up a new suit of brocade. ' Hea\'en 
'knows,' says she, 'now, when I can wear bro- 

* cade, or whether ever I shall wear it.' And now . 
having repeated her message with great exactness, 
Jest there should be any mistake, she again la- 
mented her wretched situation,, and then departed, 
leaving the colonel in full expectation of hearing 
speedy news of the fatal issue of the battle. 

But though the reader should entertain the same , 
curiosity, we must be excused from satisfying it, 
fill we have first accounted for an incident which 
we have related in this very chapter, and which 
we think deserves some solution. The critic, I 
am convinced, already is apprized, that I mean 
the friendly behaviour of James to Booth, which, 
from what we had before recorded, seemed so little 
to be expected. 

It must be remembered, that the anger which 
the former of these gentlemen had conceived 
against the latter, arose entirely from the false ac- 
potiut given by Miss Matthews of Booth, whom 
fhat lady had accused to Colonel James of having 
ps basely as wickedly traduced his character. 

^Qvfj of all the ministers of vengeance, there 
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arc none with whom the devil deals so treache- 
rously, as with those whom he employs' in exe- 
cuting the mischievous purposes of an angry mis- 
tiess; fur no soonetis revenge executed on an of- 
fending lover, than it is sure to be repented, and 
a!l the anger which before raged against the be-, 
loved object, returns with double fury on the head 
of his assassin. 

Miss Matthews, therefore, no sooner heard that 
Booth was killed (for so was the report at first, 
and by a colonel of the army) than she immedi- 
ately concluded it to be James. She was ex- 
tremely shocked with the news, and her heart in- 
stantly began to relent. All the reasons on which 
she had founded her love, recurred in the 
strongest and liveliest colours to her mind, and 
all the causes of her hatred sunk down and disap- 
peared; or if the least remembrance of any thing 
which had disobliged her remained, her heart be- 
came his zealous advocate, and soon satisfied her 
that het own fates were more to he blamed than 
he, and that without being a villain, he could 
have acted no otlierwise than he had done. 

In this temper of mind, she looked on herself as 
the murderer of an innocent man, and what to 
her was much worse, of the man she had loved, 
, and still did love with all tlie violence Imagitiable. 
She looked on James as the tool with which she 
had done this murder; and as it is. usual for people 
■who have rashly or inadvertently made any ani- 
mate or inanimate thing the instrument of mis- 
chief, to hate the innocent means by which the 
mischief was effected ; (for this is a subtle method 
which the mind invents to excuse ourselves, the 
Jast objects on whom we would willingly wreak 
our vengeance;) so Miss Matthews now hated 
and cursed James as the elficient cause of that act 
which she herself had contrived, and laboured to 
carry into execution. 

She sat down therefore in a furious agitation, 
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little short of madness, and wrote the following 
letter: 

' I HOPE this will.lind you in the hands of jus- 

* tice, for the murder of one of the best friends 
' that ever man was blest with. In 6ne sense, in- 

* deed, he may seem to have deserved his fate, by 
*chusing a foo! for a friend; for who but a fool 

* would have believed what the anger and rage of 
' an injured woman suggested; a story so impro- 

* babie, that I could scarce be thought in earnest 
■* when I mentioned it 

' Know then, cruel wretch, that poor Booth 
' loved you of all men breathing, and was, I be- 
' lieve, in your commendatioQ, guilty of as much 
' falsehood as I was in what I told you concern- 

* ing him, 

'If this knowledge makes you miserable, it is 
' no more than you have made 

' The unhappy 

' F. Matthews.* 



CHAP. IX. 
Being the last Chapter of the Fifth Book. 

W E shall now return to Colonel James and Mn 
Booth, who walked together from Colonel Bath's 
Jodging with much more peaceable intention than 
that gentleman had conjectured, who , dreamt 
of notliing but swords and guns, and implements 
of war. 

The Birdcage-walk in the Park was the scene 
appointed by James for unbuithening his mind. 
Thither they came, and there James acquainted 
Booth with all that which the reader knows at- 
)ca<ly, and gave him the letter which we have 
inserted at the end of the last chapter. 

Booth exprest great astonishment at this rela- 
tion, not without venting some detestation of the 
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wickedness of Miss Matthews ; upon wliicli, James 
took him up, saying, he ought not to speak with 
such abhorrence of faults, wliich love for him had 
occasioned. 

' Can you mention love, my dcarcolonel,' cried 
Booth, ' and such a woman hi the same breath?' 

'Yes, faithi can I,' says James; 'for the de- 

* vil take me, if I know a more lovely woman iji 
' the world.' Here he bega-n to describe her 
whole person; but as we cannot insert all the de- 
scriplion, so we shall' omit it ail; and concluded 
with saying, ' Curse me, if I don't think her the 

* finest creature in the universe. I would give half 

* my estate, Booth, she loved me as well as she 
'doth you. Though, on second consideration, I 
' believe I siiould repent that bai"gain; for tlien, 

* very possibly, I should not care a farthing 
' for hen' 

' You will pardon me, dear colonel,' answered 
Booth; 'but to me there appears somewhat very 

* singular in your way of thinking. Beauty is 

* indeed the object of liking, great qualities of 
'admiration, j^ood ones of esteem; but the devil 
' take me, if I think any thing but lovg to be the 

* object of love.' 

' Is there not something too selfish,' replied 
James, ' in that opinion ; but without considering 
'■ it in tliat light, is it not of all things the most 
'insipid? all oil! all sugar! zounds J it is enough 
'to cloy the sharp-set appetite of a parson, Acids 
' surely are the most- likely to cjuicken.' 

' I do not love reasoning in allegories,' cries 
Bootli : ' but with regard to love, I declare I never 
' found any thing cloying in it. I have lived al- 
' most alone with my wife near three years tpge- 

* thtr, was never tired with her company, nor ever 
'wished for any other; and I afn sure, I never 
' tasted any of the acid you mention to quicken 
' my appetite.' 

' ' 'I'iua is all very extraordinary ^ncl romaPtic to 
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' me,' answered the colonel. ' If t ifEis t6'be shut, 

* up three years M'ith the same woiiia'n, whicli 
'Heaven forbid I • nothing, I think, "couM keep 
' me alive, but a temper as violent as that of Miss 

' Matthews. As to love, it would make Me sictt^ 
' to death, in the twentieth part of that time. If 

* I was so condemned, let nie see, what "would I. 

* wish the woman to he ! i think no One virtue 
' would be sufficient. With the spirit of a tigress, 

■ ' I would have her be a prude, a scold, a scholar,, 
' acrilic, a wit, a politician, and a jacoliite; and 
' then, perhajjs, eternal opposition would keep up 
' our spirits; and wishing one another daily at tlie, 

* devil, we should make a shift to drag on a dani- 
'nable state of life, without much spleen or 
' vapours.' 

'And so you do not intend,' cries Booth, * t«, 
' break with this woman.' 

' Not more than I have already, if I can help 
' il,' answered the colonel. 

' And y6u will be reconciled to lier,' said Booth. 

' Yes, faith 1 will I, if I can,' answered the co- 
lonel ' I hope you have no objection.' 

' None, my tiear friend,' said Booth, ' unless oa 
'your account.' 

' I do believe you,' said the colonel ; ' and yet,. 

* let me tell you, you are a very extraordinary 
' man, not to desire me to quit her on your own 
' account. Upon my soul, I begin to pity tho 

* woman, who hath placed her affection, jjcrhaps, 
' on the only man in England of your age, who 
' would not return it. But for my part, I promise 
'you, I like her beyond all other women; and 
' whilst that is the case, my boy, if her mind was 
' as full of iniquity as Pandora's box was of dis-; 

* eases, I'd hu^ her close in my arms, and only 

* take as much care as possible to keep the lid 
'down for fear of mischief.— -But coiue, dear 
' Booth,' said he, ' let us consider your affajrs; 
' for I am ashamed of having neglected them so 
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'long; and the only anger I have against this 

* wench is, that she was the occasion of it' 

Booth then acquainted the colonel with the pro- 
mises he had received from the noble lord, upon 
vhich, James shook him by the hand, and hear- 
ijly wished him joy, crying, * I do assure you if 
' you have his interest, you will need no other ; 

* I did not know you was acquainted with him.' 

To which Mr. Booth answered, ' That he was 

* but a new acquaintance, and that he was recom- 

* mended to him by a lady.* 

* A lady,' cries the colonel, — ' well, I don't ask 
'her name. You are a happy raan> Booth, 
'amongst the wtnnen; and I assure you, you 
' could have no stronger recommendation. The 

* peer loves the ladies, I believe, as well as ever 
' Mark Antony did ; and it is not his fault, if he 
' hath not spent as much upon them. If he once 
' fixes his eye upon a woman, he will stick at no- 
' thing to get her.' 

* Ay, iQueed !' cries Booth. ' Is that bis cha'- 
' racter?' 

'Ay, felth!' answered the colonel, 'and the 

* character of most men besides him. Few of 

* them, I mean, will stick at any thing beside 
' their money. Jusque k la Bourse, is sometimes 
' the boundary of love as well as friendship. And, 
' indeed, I never knew any other man part with 
'his money so very freely on these occasions. 

* You see, dear Booth, the confidence I have in 
' your honour.' 

' I hope, indeed, you have,' cries Booth, • but 
' I don't see what instance you, now ^ve me of 
' that confidence.* 

' Have not I shewn you,' answered Jaines, 
'where you may carry your goods to market? t 
' can assure you, my friend, that is a secret I would 
' not impart to every man in your situation, ami 
' all circumstances considered.' 

' I am very sony, Sir/ cries Booth very gravely, 
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and tuming.as pale as death,' ' you should enter- 

* tain a thought of this kind. A thought which 
' hath almost frozen up my blood. ..lam unwil- 
' liug to believe there are such viliaiiis in the 
' world ; but there is none of them whom Lshould 
' detest half so much as liiyseifi if my own miti^ 
' had ever suggested to me a. hint of that kind, i 
' have tasted of some distresses uf life, and I know 

* not to what greater I may be driven; but my 
' honour, I thank Heaven, is in my own power, 
'and I can boldly say to Fortune, she shall not 
' lobme of it.' 

' Have I not expressed tbat confidence, my dear 
' Booth f' answered the colonel. ' And what you 
' say now well justifies my opinion ; for I do agree 
' with you, that, considering all things, it would 
' be the highest instance of dishonour.' 

' Dishonour, indeed!' returned Hooth. *\Vhat! 
' to prostitute my wife! — Can I think there is 

* such a wretch breathing?' 

' I dou't know that,' said the colonel; 'but I 
' am sure it was very far from my intention to 
' insinuate the least hint of any such matter to 
' you. Nor can I imagine how you yourself could 
' conceive such a thought. The goods I meant 
' were no other than the charming person of Miss 
' Matthews; for whom I am convinced my lord 
'.would bid a swinging price against -me.' 

Booth's countenance greatly cleared up at this 
declaration, and he answered with a smile, that he 
hoped he need not give the colonel any assurances 
on that hesd. However, though he was satisfied 
with regard to the colonel's suspicious; yet some 
chimeras nowarose in his braiii, which gave him no 
very agreeable sensations. What these were, the sa- 
gacious reader may probably susfKct; bQt if 'he 
should not, we may; perhaps, have octagon to 
ojjen them iu Ihe sequel. 'Here wa wiU put an 
end to this dialogue, and' to the fifth book of tlm 
history.' ' ' 
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BOOK VI. 



CHAP. I. 

Panegyrics on Beauty, with other grave Matters. 

J. HE colonel and Booth walked together to the 
tatter's lodgings; for as it was, not that day in the 
week in which all parts of the town are indifterent, 
Booth could not wait on the colonel. 

When they arrived in Spring-Garden, Booth, to 
his great surprise, found no one at home but tlie 
maid. In truth, Amelia had accompanied Mrs. 
Ellison and her children to his lordship's; for as 
her little gir4 shewed a great unwillingness to go 
, without her, the fend mother was easily persuaded 
to make one of the company. 

Booth had scarce ushered the colonel up to his 
apartment, when a servant from Mrs. James 
knocked hastily at the door. The lady not meet- 
ing with her husband at her return home, began 
to despair of him, and performed every thing 
which was decent on the occasion. An apothe- 
cary was presently called with hartshorn and sal 
volatile, a doctor was sent for, and messengers 
were dispatched every way; amongst the rest, 
one was sent to- inquire at the lodgings of his 
supposed antagonist. 
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The servant hearing that his master was ahve 
and well above stairs, ritn up eagerly to acquaint 
him with the dreadful situation in which he left 
his inistnibie lady at home, and likewise with the 
occasion of all her distress, sayin^;, That his lady 
had been at her brother's, and had there heard 
that his honour was killed in a duel by captaia 
Booth. 

Tiie. colonel smiled at this account, and bid the • 
servant make haste back to contradict it.— And 
then turning to Booth, he said, ' Was there ever 
' such another fellow as this brother of mine ? I 
' thought indeed his behaviour was somewhat odd 

* at the time. I suppose lie overheard me whisper 

* that I would give you satisfaction, and thence 
' concluded, we went together with a design of 

* tilting. D — n the tellow, I begin to grow hear- 
' tily sick of him, and wish 1 could get well lid 
' ot him without cutting Jiis throat, which Isome- 
' times apprehend he will insist on my doing, as a 
', return for my getting bim made a lieutenant- 

* colonel.' 

Whilst these two gentlemen were commenting . 
on thecharacter of the third, .Amelia and her com- 
pany returned, anit all presently came up stairs, 
not only the children, but the two ladies, laden 
with trinkets as if they had been come from a fair. 
Amelia, who had been highly delighted all the 
morning with the excessive pleasure which .her 
children enjoyed, when she saw cokmel Jaiae* 
with her husband, and perceived the most mani- 
test marks of that reconciliation which she knew 
had been so long and so earnestly wished by Booth, 
became so transported with joy, that her happiness 
vas scarce capable of addition. Exercise bad 
painted her face with vermilion ; and the highest 
good-humour had so sweetened every feature, and 
A vast flow of spirits had so tightened up her bright 
•yesj that she was all a blaze of beauty. ' Sbc 
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deemed, iodeed, as Milton subiimely describes 
Eve, 

— - Adorn'd 
With what all Earth of'Heaveo could bestow 
To itake her amiable. 

Again, 

Gnwe was in all her steps. Heaven in her rye. 
In every gesture, dignity and love. 

Or, as Waller sweetly, though less sublimely, 
siogs : 

Sweetness, truth, and every grace. 
Which time and use are wont to teach, 
The eye may in a moment reach. 

And read distinctly in her face. 

Of to mention one poet more, and him of all 
tbe sweetest, she seemed to be the very person of . 
whom Suckling wrote the following lines, wherc^ 
-apeakiug of Cupid, he says, 

— -All his lovely looks, his pleasing fires. 
All his sweet motions, all his taking smiles. 
All that awakes, all that intlames desires. 
All that sweetly commands, all that beguiles. 
He does into one pair of eyes convey, , 
~. And there begs leave tTiat ne himsell' may stay. 

Such was Amelia at this time wljen she entered the 
.room; and haviijgpaid her reapecis to the colonel, 
she.went up to her husband, and cried, ' O, my 
■' dear ! never were any creatures so happy as your 
Alittle things have been this whole morning ; and 
' all owing to my lord's goodness ; sure liever was 
*,any thing so good-natured and so generous !' — 
She dien made the children produce their presents, 
the value of which amounted to a pretty large 
SMPi; for. there was a gold watch, amongst t&fr 
trinkets, that cost above twenty guineas. 
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' lrfste£ld of iliscovering so mUch sad&fkcdon on 
lliis occasion as Amelia expected, Booth very 
gravely answered, 'And pray, my dear, how are 
' we to repay all these obligations to his lordship ?' 
'HoAv can you ask so strange aquestioor' crips 
Mrs. Ellison, ' how little do you know of the soul 
' of generosity (for sure my cousin deserves that 
' name,) wlien you call a few little trinkets giveir 
' to children, an obligation?' ' indeed, my dear,' 
• cries Amelia, ' I would have stopped his hand, if 
' it had been possible; nay, I was forced at last 
' absolutely to refuse, or 1 believe he would have 
' laid a hundred pound out on the children ; for I 
' never saw any one so fond of children, which 
' convinces me he is one of the best of men ; but 
' I ask your pardon, colonel,' said she, turning to ■ 
him,. - ' I should not entertain you with these 
' subjects; yet I know you have goodness enough 
* to excuse the folly of a mother.' 

The colonel made a very low assenting bow ; and 
toon after they all sal down to a small repast ; for 
the colonel had promised Booth to dine with him 
M'hen they first came home together ; and what he 
liad since heard from his own nouse, gave him still 
less inclination than ever to repair thither. 

But besides both these, there was a third and 
stronger inducement to him to pass the day with 
his friend; and this was the desire of passing it 
with his friend's wife. When the colonel had tirst 
seen Amelia in France, she was but just recovered 
from a consumptive Iiabit, and looked pale and 
thin ; besides, his engagements with Miss Bath 
at that time took total possession of him, and 
guarded his heart from the impressions of another 
woman ; and when he had dined with her in towii, 
tlie yexations through which she had lately passed, 
had somewhat deadened her beauty; besides, he 
was th^n engaged, as we have seen, in a very 
■warrtt^ufsuit of a new mistress ; but now he had 
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no siich impediment; for thoagh tTie readeV fisth 
just before seen his warm declarations of a passion 
for Miss Matthews, jct it may be remembered that 
he hat! been in possession of her for above a 
fortnight ; and one of the happy properties of this 
kind of passion is, that it can with equal violence 
kiv'e half a dozen, or half a score, different ob- 
jects at one and the same time. 

But indeed such were the charm* now displayed 
by Amelia, of which we endeavoured above to 
draw some faint resemblance, that perhaps no 
other beauty could have secure<l him from their 
infiiience ; and here, to confess a truth in his fa- 
ttjur, however the grave, or rather the hypocriti- 
cal part of mankind may censure it, J am firmly 
bersiiaded, that to withdraw admiration from ex- 
(juisite beauty, or to feel no delight in gazing at 
it, is as impossible as to feel no warrpth from the 
most scorching rays of the sun. To run away ts 
all that is in our power; and iTi the former 
ease, if it must be allowed we have the power of 
Running away, it must be allowed also, that it 
requires the strongest resolution to execute it; fo^ 
Irhcn, ■ as Dryden says, 

AH Paradise is opened in a face, 

how natural is the desire of going thither ? and 
how difficult to quit the lovely prospect ! 

And yet however difficult this may be, my youn* 
readers, it is absolutely necessary"^ ^nd that imme- 
diately too; flatter not yourselves that fire will 
jiot scorch as well as warm, and the longer we 
stay within its reach, the more we shall burn. 
Tlie admirationof a beautiful woman, though the 
wife of our dearest friend, may at first perhaps be 
innocent; but let us not flatter ourselves it will 
Always remain so ; desire is sure to succeed ; and 
wishes, hopes, designs, with a long train of mis- 
chiefs, tiead close at our heels. In affairs of this 
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kiad we may mbst properly apply the well known 
remark of nemo repentej'uit turpissimus. It fares, 
indeed, with us on this occasion, as with the unwary 
traveller ia some parts of Arabia, the desert, whom 
the treacherous sands imperceptibly betray till he 
is overwhelmed and lost. Ia both cases the only 
safety is by withdrawing, our feet the very first 
moment we perceive them shding. 

This digfession may appear iinpertinent to some 
readers ; we could not, however, avoid the ,oppop- 
tuntty of offering the above hints ; since pf all 
passions there is none against which we should sp 
strongly fortify ourselves as this, which is gene- 
Tally called love ; for no other lays before us, espe- 
cially in the.tumultuoiis days of youth, such sweet, 
such strong, and almost irresistible temptations; 
Aone hath produced in private hfe such fatal and 
lamentable tragedies; and what is worst of all, 
there is none to whose poison and infatuation the 
best of minds are so Uable. Ambition scarce ever 
produces any evil, but when it reigns ia cruel and 
savage bosoms ; and avarice seldom floufishes at 
all but in the baset and poorest soil. Love, on the 
contrary, sprouts usually up in the richest and 
noblest minds; but there, unless nicely watc'ied, 
pruned, and cultivated, and carefully kept clear of 
those vicioys weeds which are too apt to surround 
jt, it branches forth into wildness and disorder, 
produces nothing desirable, but chokes up and 
kills whatever is good and noble in the mind where 
it so abounds. In short, to drop the allegory, not 
only tenderness and good-nature, but bravery, 
generosity, and every virtue are ofteQ made the 
instruments of effecting tlie most atrocious pur- 
poses of jth|i^ i^-8ub4uiog tyrant. 



D,q,i,i.:db,.GoogIe 



fFkick ivill not appear, we presume, unnatural to 
ail married Readers. 

J.F the table of poor Booth afforded but an in. 
diflfcrent repast to the colonel's hunger, here was 
most excellent entertainment of a muqh higher 
kind. The colonel began now to wonder within 
himself at his not having before discovered such 
incomparable beauty and excellence. This won- 
der was indeed so natural, that lest it should arise 
likewise in the reader, we thought proper to give 
■ the solution of it in the preceding chapter. 

During the first two hours, tlie colonel scarce 
ever had his eyes off from Amelia ; for he was taken 
by surprise, and his heart was gone before he sus- 
pected himself to be in any danger. His mind, 
however, no sooner suggested a certain secret to 
him, than it suggested some degree of prudence to 
him at the same time ; and the knowledge that he 
had thoughts to conceal, and the care or conceal- 
ing them, had birth at one and the same instant. 
Duiing the residue of the day, therefore, he grew 
more circumspect, and contented himself with now 
and then stealing a look by chance, especially as 
the more than ordinary gravity of Booth made 
bim fear, that his former behaviour had betrayed 
to Booth's observation the great and sudden liking 
he had conceived tor his wife, even before he had 
observed it in himself 

j\melia continued the whole day in the highest 
spirits and highest good humour 4tnaginal)le ; 
jiever once remarking that appearance of discon-t 
tent in her husband, of which the colonel had taken 
jiotice; so much more quick -sighted, as we have 
IKomewhere else hinted, is guilt than innocence, 
Whether Booth had in reality made au^ such ob^ 
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tervations on the colonel's behaviour as he had , 
suspected, we will not undertake to determine; 
yet so far may be inateral to say, as we can with 
sufficient certainty, that the change in Booth's be- 
haviour that day, from what was usual with him, 
was remarkable enough. None of his former viva- 
city appeared in his conversation ; and his coun- 
tenance was altered from being the pisturc of 
sweetness and good-humour, not indeed to sour- . 
ness or moroseness, but to gravity and melan- 
choly. ■ . ■ 

Though the colonel's suspicion had the effect 
■which we have mentioned on his behaviour; yet 
it could not persuade him to depart. In short, he 
sat in his chair as if confined to it by enchant- 
ment, stealing looks now and then, and humouring 
his growing passion, without having command 
enough over his limbs to carry him out of the 
room, till decency at last forced him to put an 
end to his preposterous visit. When the husband 
and wife were left alone together, tlie latter re- 
sumed the subject of her children, and gave Booth 
a particular narrative of all that had passed at his 
lordship's, which he, though somethmg had cer- 
tainly disconcerted him, affected to receive with 
all Uie pleasure he could ; and this affectation, 
however awkwardly he acted his part, passed very 
. wellonAmeha; for she could not well conceive 
a displeasure, of which she had not the least hint 
of any cause ; and, indeed, at a time, when, from 
his reconciliation with James, she imagined her 
husband to be entirely and perfectly happy. 

The greatest part of that night Booth past 
awake ; and if during the residue he might he said 
to sleep, he could scarce be said to enjoy repose; 
his eyes were no sooner closed, than he was pur- 
sued and haunted by the most frightful and ter- 
rifying dreams, which threw him into so restless a 
condition, that he soon disturbed his Amelia, .and 
greatly alarmed her- with apprehensions that he 
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had been seized by some dreadful disease, tlioiigh 
he had not tlw lepst symptoms of a fever by any 
extraordinary heat, or any other indication, but 
was rather colder than usual. 

As Booth assured his wife that he was very well, 
but found no inclination to sleep, she likewise bid 
adieu to Iier slumbers, and attempttd to entertain 
him with her conversation. Upon which his lord- 
ship occurred as the first topic; and she repeated 
to him all the .stories which she had heard from 
Mrs. Ellison, of the peer's goodness to his sister 
and his nephew and niece, ' It is impossible, my 
dear,' says she, * to describe their fondness for 

* their uncle, which is to me an incontestible sigu 
' of a parent's goodness.' — In this manner she ran 
on tor several minutes, concluding at last, that it 
was pity so very few had such generous minds 
joined to immense fortunes. 

Booth, instead of yiaking a direct answer to what 
Amelia had said, cried coldly, ' But do you think, 

* my dear, it was right to accept all those expen- 

* sive toys which the children brought home? And 

* I ask you again, what return we are to make for 

* these obligations?' 

' Indeed, my dear,' cries Amelia, * you see this 
' matter in too serious a light. Though I am the 
' last person in the w'orld who would lessen his lordT 

* ship's goodness (indeed I shall always think we are 

* both infinitely obliged to him), yet sure yon must 

* allow the expense to be a mere trifle to such a vast 

* fortune. As for return, his own benevolence, in 
' the satisfaction it receives, more than repays it- 
' seUj and I am convinced he expects no other.' 

' Very well niy dear,' cries Booth, * you shall 
'have it your way ; I must confess I never yet found 
'any reason to blame your discernment; and per- 
' haps I have been in the wrong to give myself so 
' much aneasiness on ihis account.' 

' Uneasiness! child,' said Amelia eagerly. 'Good 

* Iteavens! haih this made you uneasy?' 
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' I do own it hath,' answered Booth, '- and it 
' hath been the only cause of breaking my repose.' 

' Why then I M-ish/ cries Amelia, ' ail the 
"■ things had been at the devil, before ever the chil- 

* drfin had seen them; and whatever I may thiiilc 
' myself, I promise you, they shall never more ac- 
' cept the value of a farthing — If upon this occa^ 
' sion, 1 have been the cause of your uneasiness, 
' you will do me the justice to believe that I was 
' totally innocent.' 

At those words Booth caught her in his arms, 
and with the tenderest embrace, emphatically re^ 
peating the word innocent, cried — ' Heaven for- 
' bid I should think otherwise ! O, thou art the 

* best of creatures that ever blessed a man !' 

' Weil but,' said she, smiling — ' Do confess, my 

* dear, the truth; I promise you I won't blame 
' you nor disesteem you for it; but is not pride 

* really at the bottom of thisfeat^ of an obligation?' 

' Perhaps it may,' answered he, ' or if you wilt, 
' you may call it tear. I own I am afraid of obli- 

* gations, as the worst kind of debts ; for I have 

* generally observed those who confer them, ex- 
' pect to be repaid ten thousand fold.' 

Here ended all that is material of their dis- 
course; and a little time afterwards, they both 
fell fast asleep in one another's arms ; from which 
time Booth had no more restlessness, nor any fur- 
ther perturbation in his dreams. 

Their repose, however, had been so much dis- 
turbed in- the former part of the night, tliat, as it , 
vas very late before they enjoyed that sweet sleep 
I have just mentioned, they lay abed the next day 
till noon, when they both rose with the utmost 
cheerfulness; and while Amelia bestirred herself 
in the alfairs of her family, Booth went to visit 
the wounded colonel. . ■ 

He found that gentleman still proceeding verj 
fast in his recovery, with which he was more 
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pleased than hchad reason to be-\v!th his recep- 
tion ; for the colonel received him very coldly 
indeed, and when Booth told hiin, he had re- 
ceived perfect satisfaction from his brother, Bath 
erected his head, and answered with a sneer, 
' Very well, Sir, if you thiuk these matters can be 
' so made up, d — n me, if it is any business of 
' mine. My dignity hath not been injured.' 
' No one, I believe,' cries Booth, ' dare injure 

• it.' 

' You believe so!' said the colonel; 'I think, 

• Sir, you might be assured of it; but this, at 
'least, you may be assured of, that if any man 

• did, I would tumble him down the precipice of 
' hell, d — n me, thaj you may be assured of,' 

As Booth found tlw colonel in this disposition, 
he had no great inclination to lengthen out hts 
visit, nordid the colonel himself seem to desire it; 
so he soon returned back to his Amelia, whom 
he found performing the office of a cook, with as 
-much pleasure as a fine lady generally enjoys ia 
ilressisg herself out for a. ball 



CHAP. HI. 

In which the History looks a little baclctvards. 

JjEFORE we proceed farther in our history, 
we shall recount a short scene to our reader 
which passed between Amelia and Mrs. Ellison, 
whilst Booth was on his visit to colonel Bath, We- 
have already observed, that Amelia had con- 
ceived an extraordinary affection for Mrs, Bennet, 
which had still increased every time she saw her; 
Rhe thought she discovered something M'onderfuUy 
good and gentle in her countenance and dispO" 
sition, and was very deairqus of knowing her 
w hole hjstoiy, , , ■ 
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She had a very short intervie*' \vf&^ that lady 
■this morning in Mrs. Ellison's apartment. As 
.soon therefore as Mrs. Bennet was gone, Amelia 
acquainted Mrs. Ellison with the good opinion 
she had conceived of lier friend, and likewise with 
her curiosity to know her story: 'For there must 
' be something uncommonly good,' said she, ' in 
■•one who can So truly mourn for a husband 
' above three years after his death.' 

' O!' cries Mrs. Ellison, 'to be sure the world 

* must allow her to have been one of the best of 
' wives. And indeed, upon the whole, she is a 

* good sort of woman; and what I like her the 
' best for, is a strong resemblance that she bears 

* to yourself in the form of her person, and still 

* more in her voice. But for my own part, I 

* know nothing remarkable in her fortune, unless 

* what I have told you, that she was the daughter 
'of a clergj-man, had little or no fortune, and 
' married a poor parson for love, who left her in 
' the utmost distress. If you please, I will shew 
' you a letter which she writ to me at that time, 
' though I insist upon your promise never' to men- 
' tion It to her; indeed, you will be the first per- 
' son I ever shewed it to.' She then opened her 
Bcnitoire, and takingout the letter, delivered il 
to Amelia, saying, ' There, Madam, is, 1 believe^ 
' as fine a picture of distress as can well be drawn.' 

' DEAR MADA&r, 

' As I have no other friend on earth butyour- 
' self, I hope you will pardon my writing to yon 

* at this season; though I do not know that you 

* can relieve my distresses, or if you can, have I 

* any pretence to expect that you should. My 

* poor dear, O Heavens — my Ues dead i a the 

'house; aad -after I had procured sufficient to 

* bury liirn, a set of ruffians have - entered my 
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' house, seized all I have, have seized his dear, 
.* dear corpse, and threaten to deny it burial. For 

* Heaven's sake, send me, at least, some advice; 
' little Tommy stands now by me crying for 
' bread, wliicls I have not to give him. — I can say 
' no more than that I am. Your most distressed 

* humble servant, 

'M. Bennet.' 

Amelia read the letter over twice, and then 
returmng it, with tears in her ey^s, asked how 
the poor creature could possibly get through 
such distress. 

' You may depend upon it, Madam,' said Sirs, 
Ellison, ' the moment I read this account, I posted 

* away immediately to the lady. As to the seiz- 
' ing the body, that I found was a mere bugbear; 

* but all the rest was Hteraliy true. I sent imme- 

* diately for the same gentleman, that I recom- 

* mended to Mr. Booth, left the care of buiyingthc 

* corpse to him, and brought my frientl and her 
'little boy immediately away to tny own house, 
' where she remained some months in the most 
' miserable condition. I then prevailed with her 

* to retire into the country,- and procured her a, 
' lodging with a friend at St. Edmundsbury, the 
' air and gaiety of which place by degrees reco- 

* vered her; and she returned in alwut a twelve- 

* month to town, as well, I think, as she is at 

* present.' 

' I am almost afraid to ask,' cries Amelia; ' and 

* yet I longmethinks to know what is become of 

* tlie poor little boy.' 

' He hath been dead,' said Mrs. Ellison, ' a 

* little more than half a year; and the mother la- 
' mented him at first almost as much as she did her 
' husband; but I found it indeed rather an easier 

* matter to comfort her, though I sat up with her 

* near a fortnight upon the latter occasion.' 
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• You ^re a good creatutc,' said Amelia, ' and 

* 1 love you dearly.' 

' Alas ! Madam,' cries slie, ' what could I have 
' done, if it had not been fur tlie goodness of that 
' best of men, my noble cousin ! His lordship no 

* sooner heard of the widow's distress fiom me, 

* than lie immediately settled one hundred and 
' fifty pound* a.year upon her during hen life.' 

'Well! how noble, how generous was thatT 
Said Anieiia. ' I declare I begin to love yoiir 
•cousin, Mrs. Elltsou,' 

' An<l 1 declare if you do,' answered she, * there 
'is no love lust, I verily believe; if you had heard 
'what I heard him say yesterday behind your 
' back ' 

' Why, wha.t dtd be say, Mrs. Ellison ? ' cries 
Amelia. 

* He said,' answered the other, ' that you was 
' the finest woman his eyes ever beheld. —Ah! it 

* is in vain to wish, and yet I cannot help wisliiilg 
•too. — O Mrs. Booth ! if you had been a single 
' woman, I firmly beheve I could have made you 
', the happiest in the world. And I siucerely think, 

* I never saw a woman who deserved it more.' 

' I am obliged to you, Madam,' cries Amelia^, 
^* for your good opinion ; but I really look on my- 

* self already as the happiest woman in tlie world. 

* Our circumstances, it is true, might have been a 

* little more fortunate ; but, my dear Mrs. Elli- 
' son ! what fortune can be put in the balance with 
' such a husband as mine?' 

' ' I am afraid, dear Madam,' answered Mrs. Elli» 
«on, ' you would not hold the scale fairly. — I act 
' knowledge indeed, Mr. Booth is a very pretty 
-' gentleman ; Heaven forbid I should endeavour to- 

* lessen him in your opinion ; yet, if I was to be 

* brought to confession, I could not help saying, I 
' see where the superiority lies, and that the men 
' have more reason to envy Rlr. Booth, than tlie 
' wom^n have to envy his lady.' 
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* Nay, I will not bear this,' replied Amelia. 

* You will forfeit all my love, if you have the least 

* disrespectful opinion of my husbaHd. — You do 
' not know him, Mis. Eilison, he is the best, the 

* kindest, the worthiest of all his sex. I have ob- 
' served, indeed, once or twice before, that you 
' have taken some dislike to hiui, I cannot con- 

* ceive for what reason. If he hatli said or done 
' any thing to disoblige you, I am sure I can justly 

* acquit him of design. His, extreme vivacity 

* makes him sonietintes a little too heedless ; but, 
' I am convinced, a more innoceut heart, or one 
' more void of offence, was never in a humao 

* bosom.' 

' Nay, if you grow serious,' cries Mrs. Ellison, 

* I have done. How is it possible you should 
' suspect I had taken any dislike to a man, to. 
' whom I have always shewn so perfect a regard ! 

* but to say I think him, or almost any other man 

* in the world, worthy of yourself, is not within 

* my power with truth. And since you force the 
' confession from me, I declare, I think such 
' beauty, such sense, and such goodness united, 
' might aspire without vanity to the arms^of any 

* monarch in Europe.' 

' Alas I my dear Mrs. EUison,' answered Amelia, 
' do you think happiness and a crou-n so closely 

* united ? how many miserable women have lain 

' in the arms of kings?— Indeed, Mrs. Ellison, i^ 

* I had all the merit you compliment me with, I 

* should think it all fully rewarded with such a 
' man as, I thank Heaven, hath fallen to my lot ; 
' nor would I, upon my soul, exchange that lot 
' with any queen in the universe.' 

' Well, there are enow of our sex,' said Mrs. 
Ellison, ' to keep you in countenance; but I shall 
' never forget the beginning of a song of Mr. 
' Cbngreve's, that my husband was so fond of; 
' that he was always singing it 
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• Love's but a frailty of the miniJ,' 

• When 'tis not with ambition join'd. 

' Love without interest makes but an unsavoury 
' dish in my opinion.' 

' And pray how long hath this been your opi- 
'nion?' said Amelia, smiting. 

' Ever since I was born,' answered Mrs. Ellison, 

* at least, ever ^nce I can remember.' 

' And have yon never,' said Amelia, 'deviated 
' from this generous way of thinking r' 

' Never once,' answered the other, ' in the 

* whole course of my life.' 

' O Mrs. Ellison ! Mrs. Ellison !' cries Amelia, 
' why do we ever blame those who are disingenuous 
' in confessing their faults, wiien we are so often' 
' ashamed to own ourselves in the right. Same- 
' women now, in my situation, woultl be angry 
' that you had not made confidantes of them; but 
' I never desire to know more of the secrets of 

* others, than they are pleased to entrust me with. 
' You must believe, however, that I should not 
' have given you these hints of my knowing all, if 
' I had disapproved of your choice. On the con- 
' trary, I assure you, I highly approve it. The 
Vgentility he wants, it will be easy in your power 

* to procqre for him ; and as for his good qualities, 
-.* I will myself be bound for them; and. I make 

* not the least doubt, as you have owned to me 
'yourself, that you have placed your affections 

* on him, you wilt be one of the happiest women 
' in the world.' 

' Upon my honour,' cries Mrs. Ellison, very 
gravely, ' I do not understand one word of what 
' you mean.' 

' Upon my honour, you astonish me,' said Ame- 
lia; ' hut 1 have done.' 

* Nay then, ' said the other, ' I insist upon kuow- 
' ing what you mean.' , 
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' Why, what can I mean,' answered Amelia, 

* but your marriage with sergeant Atkinson:' 

'With sergeant Atkinson !' cries Mrs. Ellison 
eagerly, * my marriage with a sergeant?" 

' Well, with Mr. Atkinson then, Captain Atkin- 

* son, it you please; for so I hope to see him.' 

'And have you really no better opinion of me,' 
said Mr. Ellison, ' than to imagine me capable 

* of such condescension ! What have I done, dear 

* Mrs. Booth, to deserve so low a place in your 
' esteem? I find, indeed, as Solomon says, If omen 
' ought to watch the door of their lips. How little 

* did I imagine that a little harmless freedom in 
' discourse," could persuade any one that I could 
•.eniertain a serious intention of disgracing my 

* family ! for of a very good family am I come, I 
' assure you. Madam, though I now let lodgings, 
' Feiv of my lodgers, I believe, ever came of a 

* better.' 

' If 1 have offended you. Madam,' said Amelia, 
' I am very sorry, and ask your pardon; but be- 
' sides what I heard from yourselti Mr. Booth told 
' me ' 

' O yes !' answered Mrs. Ellison, ' Mr. Booth, I 

* know i« a very good friend of mine. — Indeed, 
' I know you better than to think it could be 

* your own suspicion. — I am very much obliged 

* to Mr. Booth truly.' 

' Nay,' cries Amelia, ' the sergeant himself is in 
'fault; for Mr. Booth, I am positive, only re- 

* pcated what he had from him.' ,' 

' Impudent coxcomb !' cries Mrs. Ellison. ' I 
' shall know how to keep such fellows at a proper 

* distance for the future—^I will tell you, dear Ma- 

* dam, all that happened. When I rose in the 
' morning, I found the fellow waiting in the en- 
' try ; and as you had exprest some regard for him 
' as your foster-brother, nay, he is a very genteel 
' fellowj that I must own, I scolded my maid for 
' not shewing him Into my little back-joom ; and 
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* I then asked him to walk into the parlour. 
' Could I have imagined he would have construed 
' such little civility into an encouragement.' 

' Nay, I will have justice done to my poor 
' brother too,' said Amelia. * I myself have seen 
' you give him much greater encouragement thaa 
' that' 

' Well, perhaps, I have,' said Mrs. Ellison. ' I 
' have been always too unguarded in my speecli, 
' and cannot answer for all I have said.' She then 
began to change her note, and with an affected 
laugh, turned all into ridicule; and soon after- 
wards the two ladies separated, both in apparent 
good-humour; and Amelia went about those do- 
mestic olifices in which Mr. Booth found her 
engaged at the end of the preceding chapter. 



CHAP. IV. 

Containing a very e.rtrao7-dinai'y Incident. 

In the afternoon, Mr. Booth, with Amelia and 
her children, went to refresh themselves in the 
I*ark. The conversation now turned on what past 
in the morning with Mrs. ElHson, the latter part of 
the dialogue, I mean, recorded in the last chapter, 
Amelia told her husband, that Mrs. Elhson ao 
strongly denied all intentions to marry the ser- 
geant, that she had convinced her the poor fellow 
was under an error, and had mistaken a little too 
mu(;li levity for serious encouragement ; and con- 
cluded, by desiring Booth not to jest with her any 
more on that subject. 

Booth burst into a laugh, at what his wife said. 
' My dear creature,' said he, ' how easy is thy 
' honesty and simplicity to be imposed on ! 'how 
' little dost thou guess at the art and falsehood of 
' women ! I knew a young lady, who, against her 
' father's consent, was married to a brother officer 
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' of mine. And as I often used to walk witli her 

* (for 1 knew hef father intimately well), she would 

* of her own accord take frequent occasions to 
' ridicule and vility her husband (for so he was at 
' the time), and exprest great wonder a'nd indig- 

* nation at the report which she allowed to pre- 
' vail, that she should condescend ever to look at 
' such a fellow, with any other design than of 
' laughing at, and despising him. The marriage 
' afterwards became publicly owned, and the lady 
' was reputably brought to bed. Since which, I 
' have often seen her; nor hath she ever appeared 
' to be in the least ashamed of what she had for- 
' merly said, though, indeed, I believe she hates 
' me heartily for having heard it.' 

' But for what reason,' cries Amelia, ' should she 
' deny a fact, when she must be so certain of our 
' discovering it, and that immediately?' 

' 1 cannot answer what end she may propose,' 
said Booth. ' Sometimes one would be almost per- 
' suaded that there was a pleasure in lying itself. 

* liut this I am certain, that I would believe the 
' honest sergeant on his bare word, sooner than I 
' would fifty Mrs. Ellisons on oath. I am con- 

* vince'd he would not have said what he did to me, 
'without the strongest encouragement; and, I 
' think, after what we have been both witnesses 

* to, it requires no great confidence in his veva- 
' city, to give him an unlimited credit with regard 
' to the lady's behaviour.' 

To this Amelia made no reply ; and they dis- 
coursed of other matters during the remainder of 
a very pleasant walk. 

When they returned home, Amelia was sur- 
prised to find an appearance of disorder in h^r 
apartment. Several of the trinkets, which his 
lordship bad given the children, lay about the 
room ; and a suit of her own clothes, which she 
had left in her drawers, was now displayed upon 
the bed. 
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She immediately summoned her little girl up 
stairs, who, as she plainly perceived the moment 
she came up with a candle, had half cried her eyes 
out; for though the girl had opened the door to 
them, as it was almost dark, she had not taken 
any notice of this phfcnomenon in her counte- 
nance. 

The girl now fell down upon her knees, and 
cried, — ' For Heaven's sake, Madam, do not be 
' angry with me. Indeed, I was left alone in the 
' house; and hearing somebody knock at the door, 

* I opened it, I am sure thinking no harm. I did 
' not know hut it might have been you, or my 

* master, or madam Ellison; and immediately as 

* I did, the rogue burst in and ran directly up 

* stairs, and what he hath robbed you of I cannot 
' tell ; but I am sure I could not help it; for he 
' was a great swinging man, with a pistol in each 

* Jiand; and, if 1 had dared to call out, to be sure 

* lie would have killed me. I am sure I was never 
' in such a fright in my born days, whereof I am 
' hardly come to myself yet. I believe he is some- 
' where about the house yet; for I never saw him 

* go out.' 

Amelia discovered some little alarm at this nar- 
rative, but much less than many other ladies would 
have shewn ; for a fright is, I believe, some time 
laid hold of as an opportunity of disclosing several 
charms peculiar to that occasion. And which, as 
Mr. Addison says of certain virtues, 

Sliun the diiy, and lie conceal'd 

In the smooth seasons, and the calms of life. 

Booth having opened the window, and sum-* 
moued in two chairmen to liis assistance, procced- 
. ed to search the house ; hut all to no purpose ; the 
thief was flown, though the poor girl, in her stale 
of terror, had not seen him escape. 

Hut n.o\v a circumstance appeared M'hich great.ly 
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surprised both Booth and Amelia; indeed, t hd- 
lieve it will liave tlie same effect on the reader; 

and tlii-s was, tliat the thiet' had tiil<en notlinig 
with hUii. He had, indeed, tunililcd over all 
Uooth's and Amelia's clothes, and tlie children's 
toys, bat liad Icl't all behin<l him. 

Amelia was scarce n;ore pleased than astonished 
at this discovery, and re-examined the girl, as- 
suring her of an absolute pardon, if she confessed 
the truth, but grievously threatoniiis^ her if she 
M' as found guilty of tlie least lalseiiood. 'As for a 
" thiet-j cliild,' says she, ' that is certainly not 
' true ; you have had somebody with you, to 
' whom you have been shewing the things; there- 
' fore tell nie plainly \>lu) it wiis.' 

The girl protested in the solonmest manner that 
she knew not the person ; but as to some circum- 
stances she began to vary ^a little from her first 
account, particularly as to tlie pistols ;' concerning 
which, being strictly examined by Booth, she at 
last cried — ' To be sure. Sir, he mi^st have hat! 
' pistols about him.' And iiistead of persisting in 
llis having rusiied in upon her, she now confes-ied, 
that he bad asked at the door for her master and 
mistress ; and that at his desire she had shewn him 
tip stairs, where he at first said he would stay tilt 
their return home; 'but, indeed,' cried she, 'I 
' thought no harm; for he looked like a ge'ntle- 

* man-tikcsort of man. And, indeed, so I thought 

* he was for a good while, iv hereof be sat down and 
' behaved himself very civilly, till he saw some of 
' master's and miss's things upon tiie chest of 
'drawers; whereof he cried, "Heyday! what's- 
" here?" an<t then he fell to tumbling about the 

' things like any mad. Then I thinks, thinks I 
' to myself, to be sure he is a highwayman, whereof 
' I did not dare to speak to him; for I knew ma- 
' dam Ellison and her maid was gone out,' and , 
' * wi;at cculd s;uch a poor girl as I do against a 
■ gicut strong man ? and besides, thinks I, to be 
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' sure he hath ^'^^ pistols about him, thonglilcan- 
' not indeed (that I will not do tor t)ie world) 
' take my Bible oath that I saw any; yet to be 
' sure he would have soon ptiiled them out and 
' shot me ileml, if 1 had ventiired to have said any 

* thing to ofl'cnd him.' 

' I know not what to make of this,' cries Rooth. 
' The poor q;irl, I verily believe, speaks to the best 
' of her knowledge. A thief it could not be; for 
' he hath not taken the least thing; and it is plain 
' he had the girl's watch in his hand.— If it had 
' been a bailiifi surely he would have staid till our 
'return. I can conceive no other from the girl's 

* account, tlian that it must have been some 
' madman. — 

' O good Sir !' said the girl, ' now you men- 

* tion it, if he was not a thief, to be sure he must 
' have been a madman ; for indeed he looked, and 
' behaved himself too, very much like a madman ; 

* for now I remember it, he talked to himself, aiid 
'said many strange kind of words that I did not 
' understanil. Indeed, he looked altogether as I 

have seeH people in Bedlam; besides, if, he was 
' not a madman, what good could it do him to 
' throw the things all about the room, in such a 

* manner ? and he said something too about my 
' master, just before he went down stairs ; I was 
' in such a fright, I cannot remember particu- 
Marly; but I am sure they were very ill words; 
' he said he would do for him, I am sure he said 
' that, and other wicked bad words too, if I could 
' but think of them.' 

' Upon my word,' said Booth, ' this is the most 
' probable conjecture ; but still I am puzzled to 
' conceive who it should be ; for I have no mad- 
' man tp my knowledge of my acquaintance; and 

* it seems, as the girl says, he asked for me.' He 
then turned to the child, and asked her if she was 
certain of that circumstance. 

The poor, maid, after a little hesitation, an- 
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swered, ' Indeed, Sir, I cannot be very positive ; 

* for the fright he threw me into afterwards, drove 
' every thing almost out of my mind.' 

'Well, whatever he was,' cries Amelia, 'lam 
' glad the conset|iience is no worse; but let this 
' be a warning to you, little Betty, and teach you 
' to take more care for the future. If ever you 
' should be left alone in the house again, be sure 

* to let no persons in, without first looking out at 

* the window, and seeingwho they are. I promised 

* not to chide you any more on this occasion, and 

* I will keep my word; but it is very plain you 

* desired this person to walk up into our apart- 
' nient, which was very wrong in our absence.' 

Betty was going to answer — but Amelia would 
not let her, saying, ' Don't attempt to excuse 
' yourself; fori mortally hate a liar, and can for- 
' give any fault sooner than falsehood.' 

The poor girl then submitted ; and now Amelia, 
with her assistance, began to replace all things in 
their order; and little £niily, hugging her watch 
■with great fondness, declared she would never 
part with it any nioi-e. 

Thus ended this odd adventure, not entirely to 
the satisfaction of Booth; for, besides his curio- 
sity, which, when thoroughly roused, is a very 
troublesome passion, he had, as is, I believe, usual 
wirh all persons in his circumstances, several 
doubts and apprehensions of he knew not what. 
Indeed, fear is never more uneasy than when it 
doth not certainly know its object; for on such 
occasions the mind is ever employed .in raising a 
thousand bugbears and phantoms, much more 
dreadful than any realities, and like children, 
when they tell tales of hobgoblins, seems indus- 
J:rious in terrifying itself. 
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CHAP. V. 

Containing some Matters not very unnatural. 

IVIaTTERS were scarce sooner reduced into 
order and decency, than a violent knocking was 
heard at the door, such indeed as would have 
persuaded any one not accustomed to the sound, 
'that the madman was returned Jn the highest 
spring-tide of his fury. 

Instead, however, of so disagreeahle an appear- 
ance, a very fine lady presently came into the 
room, no other, indeeJ, than Mrs. James herself; 
for she was resolved to shew Amelia, by the speedy 
return of her visit, how unjust ail her accusations 
had been of any failure in tne duties of friendship; 
she had moreover another reason to accelerate 
this visit, and that was, to congratulate her friend 
on the event of the duel between Colonel Bath 
and Mr. Booth. 

The lady had so well profited by Mrs. Booth's 
remonstrance, ' that she had now no more of that 
stiffness and formality which she had worn on a 
former occasion. On the contrary, she now be- 
haved with the utmost freedom and good- humour,' 
S-nd made herself so very agreeable, that Amelia 
was highly pleased and delighted with her 
company. 

An incident happened during this visit, that may 
appear to sometoo inconsiderable in itself to be re- 
corded; and yet, as it certainty produced a very 
strong consequence in the mind of Mr. Booth, 
we cannot prevail on ourselves to pass it by. 

Little Emily, who was present in the room while 

I\lrs. James was there, as she stood near that lady, 

, happened to be playing with her watch, which she 

was so greatly overjoyed had escaped safe from 

the madman. Mrs. James, who exprest gre^t 
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fondness for the child, deshrd to see the watch, 
■which she ■corameDded as che prettiest of the kind 
she had ever seen. 

Amelia caught eager hold of this opportunity to 
spread the praises of her benefactor. She presently 
acquainted Mrs, James with the donor's name, and 
ran on with great encomiums on liis lordship's 
goodness, and particularly on his generosity. To 
■which Mrs. James answered, 'O! certainly, Ma- 
* dam, his lordship hath universaity the ciuracter 
'of being extremely generous — where he likes.' 

In uttering these words, she laid a very strong 
emphasis on the thrte last monosyllables, accom- 
panying them at the same time with a very saga- 
cious took, a very significant leer, and a great llirt 
■with her fan. 

The greatest genius the world hath ever pro- 
duced, observes in one of his most excellent plays, 
that 

Trifiesjlightasair, ' 

Are to the jealous confirmations stroog 
As proofs of holy writ. 

'That Mr. Booth began to be possessed by this 
worst of fiends, admits, I think, no longer doubt; 
for at this speech of Mrs. James, he immediately 
tiirned pale, and from a high degree of cheerful- 
ness, was all on a sudden struck dumb, so that he 
spoke not another word till Mrs James left the 
rooni. 

The moment that lady drove from the door, 
Mrs. Elhson came up stairs. She entered the room 
with a laugh, and very plentifully rallied both 
Booth and Amelia concerning the madman, of 
■which she had received a full account below 
stairs; and at last asked Amelia, if she could not 
guess who it was; but without receiving an an- 
swer, went on, saying, ' For my own part, 1 fancy 
•"it must be some lover of youfsl some person 
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* that-hatli seen you, and so is run mad with love. 
' Indeed, I should not wonder if all mankind were 
' to do the same. La! Mr. Booth, what makes 

* you grave? why you are as melancholy as if you 
'had been robhed in earnest. Upon my word, 

* though, to he serious, it is a strange story ; and 
' as the jjirt tells it, I know not what to make of 
' it. Perhaps it might be some rogue tliat in- 
' tended to rob the house, and his heart failed 
' him ; yet, even that would be very extraordinary. 
' What, did you lose nothing. Madam ?' 

* Nothing at all,' answered Amelia. ' He did 
' not even take the child's watch.' 

' Well, captain,' cries Mrs, Ellison, ' I hope you 

* will take more care of the house to-morrow; for 
' your lady and I shall leave you alone to the care 

* of it. • Here, Madam,' said slie, ' here is a pre- 
' sent from my lord to us; here are two tickets 
' for the masquerade at Ranelagh. You will be so 
' charmed with it ! It is the sweetest of all diver- 
' sions.' 

' May I be damned. Madam,' cries Booth, * if 
' my wife sliaU go thither.' 

Mrs. Ellison started at these words, and, indeed, 
so did Amelia; for they were spoke with great 
vehemence. At length the former eried out with 
an air of astonishment, ' Not let your lady go to 
' Ranelagh, Sir?' 

'No, Madam,' cries Booth, ' I will not let my 
' wife go to Ranelagh.' 

' You surprise me,' cries Mrs. Ellison. ' Sure 

* you are not in earnest.' 

' Indeed, Madam,' returned he, ' I am seriously 

* in earnest. And what is more, I am convinced 
' she would of her own accord refuse to go.' 

' Now, Madam,' said Mrs. Ellison, 'you are to 

* answer for yourself; and I will for your husband, 
' that, if you ha\:e a desire to go, ne will not re- 

* fuse you.' 

' I hope, Madjim,' answered Amelia with great 
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gravity, 'I shall never desire to go to any place 
' contrary to Mr, Booth's inchnations.' 

* Did ever mortal hear the like?' said Mrs. Elli- 
son; *yoii are enough "to spoil the best Iiusband 
'in the universe. Inclinations ! what, is a woman 

* to be governed then by her husband's inclina- 
' tions, though they are never so unreasonable?' 

' Pardon me, Madam,' said Amelia, ' I will not 

* suppose Mr. Booth's inclinations ever can l>e un- 
' reasonable. 1 am very much obliged to you for 
' the offer you have made me ; but I beg you will 

* not mention it any more; for, after what Mr. 
' Booth hath declared, if llauelagh was a Heaven 

* upon earth, 1 would refuse to go to it.' 

* I thank you, my dear,' cries Booth ; ' I do as- 

* sure you, you oblige me beyond my power of 
' expression by what you say; but I will eudea- 
' vour to shew you, both my sensibility of such 
' goodness, and my lasting gratitude to it.' 

' And pray, Sir,' cries Mrs. Ellison, 'what can 
' be your objection to your lady's going to a place, 

* which, I will venture to say, is as reputable as 

* any about town, and which is frequented by the 
' best company ?' 

' Pardon me, good Mrs. Ellison,' said Booth. 
' As my wife is so good to acquiesce without know- 
' ing my reasons, I am not, I think, obliged to 

* assign them to any other person.' 

' Well,' cries Mrs. Ellison, ' if I had been told 

* this, I would not have believed it. What, refuse 

* your lady an innocent diversion, and that too 
' when you have not the pretence to say it would 
' cost you a fafthing ?' 

' Why will you say any more on this subject, 

* dear Madam ?' cries Amelia. ' AH diversions are 

* to me matters of such iodifference, that the bare 
' inclinations of any one for whom I have the^ 

* least value, would at all times turn the balance 
' of mine. I aih sure then after what Mr. Booth 

* Jiath gaid -t — :' 
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' My dear,' cries he, taking her up hastily, ' I 
' sincerely ask your pardon, I spoke inadvertently, 
' and in a passion — I never once thought of con- 

* trolling you — nor ever would.-^Nay, I said in 
' the same breath you would not go; and, upon 
' my honour, I meant nothing more.' 

' My dear,' said she, ' you have no need of tnak- 

* ing any apology, I am not in the least offended, 

* and am convinced you will never deny me what 
' I shall desire." 

' Try him, try him, Madam,' cries Mrs. Ellison; 
' I will be judged by all the women in town, if it 
' ispossibleforawife to ask her husband any thing 

* more reasonable. You cannot conceive what a. 
' sweet, charming, elegant, delicious place it is. — 
' Paradise itself can hardly be equal to it.' 

' I beg you will excuse me. Madam,' said Ame- 
lia; 'nay, I entreat you will ask me no more; for 

* be assured I must and will refuse — Do let me de- 
' sire you to give the ticket to poor Mrs. Bennet. 

* I believe it would greatly oblige her.' 

' Pardon me, Madam,' said Mrs. Ellison. ' If 

* you will not accept of it, I am not sodistressed 
' for want of company as to go to such a public 
' place with all sorts of people, neither. 1 am al- 
' ways very glad to see Mrs. Bennet at my own 
' house ; because I look upon her as a very good 
' sort of woman ; hut I don't chuse to be seen with 
' such people in public places.' 

Amelia exprest some little indignation at this 
last speech, which she declared to be entirely be- 
yond her comprehension; and soon afterMrs. Elli- 
son, finding all her efforts to prevail on Amelia 
were ineffectual, took her leave, giving Mr, Booth 
two or three sarcastical words, and a nmch more 
^arcastical look at her departure. 
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CHAR. VI. 

A Scene, in n-hich some Ladies •:cili poasihiy think 
Amelia's Cviiduct ciccptiouable. 

J JOOTII atitl his wife being left alone, a solemn 
eilcni'e prcvaiic-d chiring a K-w niiniilcs. At last, 
Amelia, who tlioiij;h a good, was yet a hiiniiui 
treature, said to lier husband, ' Pray, uiy dear; 
' <lo iiilbnii nie, what coaUl put you into su gvcut 
' a passion wjjeti IMrs. liUison tii'st oilcred mc the 
' tickets for this masquerade?' 

'I had rath^TVou would not ask ir.e,' said Booth. 
' You have obliged me greatly in your ready ac- 

* quiescence with my desire, and you will iidcl 

* greatly to the obligation by not inquiring the 

* reason of it. This you may depend upon, Amelia, 

* that your good and hajipiness arc the great ob- 
' jects of all my wishes, and the e\u\ I propose in 
' all my Hctioiis. 'J'iiis view alone couid tempt nis 
' to r.'fnse you any thing, or to conceal any tiling 
' froni yon.' 

' I will appeal to yourself,' answered she,-' wlic- 
' t!;cr this lie not using me too much like a child, 
' and wiietlicr I can possibly help being a little 
'ofiendc<Ut it?' 

' Not in tile least,' replied he, ' I use you only 
' with the tenderness of a friend. I would only en- 
' dcavour to conceal that from you, which I think 
' would give you uneasiness if you knew. These 

* art called X\\e ])ious frauds of friendship.' 

' I detest all fraud,' says she; 'and pious is too 

* good an epithet to be joined to so odious a word. 
' You have often, yon know, tried tliese frauds with 

* no better efiect tlian to tease and torment me. — 
' You cannot imagine, my dear, but that I must 
' iiavc a violent desire to know the reason of words 

* wliich, I own, 1 never expected to have heard. 
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' Aiid tlie more you luive shewn a reluctance to 

* teil me, the more eajverly I have longed to know. 
Kor can this be called a vaiit curiosity; since I 
seem so niuch interested in this affair. It' after 

' ail this, you still insist on keeping the seci'ct, I 
' will convince yoii, lam not ignorant of the duty 
'of a wife, by my obedience; but I cannot help . 
'telling you, at the same time, you will niake me 
' one of the most miserable-of women.' 

' That is,' cries he, ' in otiier words, my dear 
' Emily, to sav, I will be contented without the 
' secret; but 1 am rcBolved, to know it, neverthe- 

* less.' 

' Nay, if you say so,' cries she, ' I am con- 
' vlnoed you will tell nic — Positively, dear Billy, I 

* must and will know.' 

' Why, then, positively,' says Booth, ' I will tell 

* you. And I think 1 siiall then shew you, that 
' however well you may know the duty of a wife, 
' I am not always able to bcliave like a iiushand. 
' In a word then, my dear, the secret is no more 
' than this; I .am nnwilling^ you should receive 
' any more presents from my lord.' 

' r^iercy upon me 1' cries she, witb all the marks 
of astonishment; 'what! a masquerade ticket!' — - 

' Yes, my dear,' cries he, ' that ia, perhaps, the 
' very worst and most dangerous of all. Few men 
' make presents of those' tickets to ladies, without 
' intending to meet them at the place. And what 
'do we know of your companion? To be sincere 

* with you, I have not liked her beliaviour for , 
' some time. M'hat might be the consequence of 

' going with such a woman to auch a place, to 
' meet such a person, I tremble to think. — And 
' now, my dear, I have told you my reason of 
' refusing her offer with some little veliemence, 
' iipd, I think, I need explain myself no farther,' 
' You need not, indeed, Sir,' answered she. 
' Good Heavens ! did'I ever expect to hear this ! 
' 1 can appeal to Heaven, nay, I will appeal to 
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' yourself, Mr. Booth, if I have ever done any 
' thing to deserve such a suspicion. If ever any 
' action of mine, nay, if ever any thought had 
' stained the innocence of my soul, I could be 
' contented.' 

' How cruelly do you mistake me,' said Booth — 
' what suspicion have I ever shewn?* 

' Can you ask it,' answered she, * after what you 
' have just now declared ?' 

' If I have declared any suspicion of you,' re- 
plied he, ' or if ever I entertained a thought lead- 

* ing that way, may the worst of evils that ever 
' afflicted human nature attend me. I know the 
' pure innocence of that tender bosom, I do know 
' it, my lovely angel, and adore it. The snares 
' which might be laid for that innocence, were 
' alone the cause of my apprehension. I feared 
' what a wicked and voluptuous man, resolved to 
' sacrifice every thing to the gratification of a 
' sensual appetite with the most delicious repast, 

* might attempt. If ever I injured the unspotted 
' whiteness of thy virtue in my imagination, may 
' hell ' 

' Do not terrify me,' cries she, interrupting him, 
'with such imprecations. O Mr. Booth! 'Mr. 
' Booth ! you must well know that a woman's 
' virtue is always her sufficient guard. No hus- 
' band, without suspecting that, can suspect any 
' danger from those snares you mention — And 
' why, if you are liable to take such things into 

* your head, may not your suspicions fall on me, 

' as well as on any other? for sure nothing was' 
' ever more unjust, I will not say ungrateful, than 

* the suspicions which you have bestowed on his 

* lordship. I do solemnly declare, in all the 
' times I have 8e>,'n the poor man, he hath never 

* once offered tlie least forwardness. His beha- 

* viour hath been polite indeed, but rather re- 

* markably distant than otherwise. Particularly 

* when we played at cards together. 1 don't re- 
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' member he spoke ten words to me all the even- 
' itig; and when I was at his house, though he 
' shewed the greatest fondness imaginable to the 
' children, he tool^ so little notice of me, that a 
' vain woman would have been very little pleased 
' with him. And if he gave them many presents, 

* he never offered me one. The first, indeed, 
' which he ever offered me was that which yoij 
' in that kind manner forced me tx> refuse.' 

' All this may be only the effect of art,' said 
Booth. ' I am convinced he doth, nay, I am con- 
' vinced he must hke you ; and my good friend 
' James, who perfectly well knows the world, told 
■ * me, that his lordship's character was that of the 
' most profuse in his pleasures with women ; nay, 

* what said Mrs. James this very evening, " his 
" lordship is extremely generous — where he likes." 
' 1 shall never forget the sneer with which 

* she spoke these last words.' 

' I am convinced they injure him,' cries Amelia. 
'As for Mrs. James, she was always given to be 
' censorious ; 1 remarked it in her long ago, as her 
" ' greatest fault. And for the colonel, I believe he 
' may find faults enow of this kind in his own 
' bosom, without searching after them among hia 
' neighbours. I am sure he hath the most impu- 
' dent look of all the men I know ; and I solemnly 
' declare, the very last time he was here, he put 
' me out of countenance more than once.' 

' Colonel, James,' answered Booth, ' may havie 

* his faults very probably. I do not look upon him 

* as a saint, nor do I believe he desires I should ; but 

* what interest could he have in abusing this lord's 
'character to me? or why should I question his 

* truth, when he assured me that my lord had never 

* done an act of beneficence in his life, but for the 
' sake of some woman whom he lusted after?' 

' Then I myself can confute him,' replied Ame- 
lia; ' for besides his service to you, which, for the 
' future, I shall wish to forget, and his kindness to 
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* my little babes, how inconsistent is the charactef 
' which James gives of him, with his lordship's he- 
' haviour to his own nephew and niece, whose ex- 
' treme fondness of their uncle sufficiently pro- 
' claims his goodness to them? — I need not mention 

* all that I nave heard from Mrs. Ellison, every 

* word of which I believe ; for I have great reasoa 

* to think, notwithstanding some little levity, 

* which, to give her her due, she sees and conT 
' demns io herself, she is a very good sort of 
'woman.' 

' Well, my dear,' cries Booth, ' I may have heen 
' deceived, and I heartily hope I am so ; but in 

* cases of this nature, it is always good to be on 
' the surest side; for, as Congreve says, 

' The wise too jealous are ; Fools loo secure.' 

Here Amelia burst into tears, upon which, Booth 
immediately caught her in his arms, and endear 
voured to comfort her. — Passion, however, for a 
while, obstructed her speech, and at last she 
cried, ' O, Mr. Booth ! can I bear to hear the 

* word jealousy from your mouth?' 

' Why, my love,' said Booth, ' will you so fatally 

* misunderstand my meaning; how often shall I 

* protest that it is not of you, but of him that I 
' was jealous. If you could look into my breast, 

* and there read all the most secret thoughts of 
' my heart, you would not see ope faint idea to 
'your dishonour.' 

' I don't misunderstand you, my dear,' said she, 
' so much as I am afraid, you misunderstand yout- 

* self. What is it you fear? — you mention not 

* force, but snares. Is not this to confess, at least 

* that you have some doubt of my understanding? 
' — do you then really imagine me so weak as to 
' be cheated of my virtue 7 — am I to be deceived 

* into an affection for a man, before I perceive the 
« leastinward hint of my danger r No, Mr. Booth, 
_« believe me, a woman must be a fool indeed, who 
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* can have in earnest such an excuse for her ac- 

* dons. I have not, I think, any very high opi- 
' nion of my judgement; but so far I shall rely 
' upon it, that no man breathing could have any 

"' such designs as you have apprehended, without 
' my immediately seeing them; and how I should 

* then act, I hope my whole conduct to you hath 
'- sufficiently declared.' 

' Well, my dear/ cries Booth, ' I heg you will 

* mention it no more; if possible, forget it. I hope, 
' nay, I believe, I have been in the wrong; pray 
' forgive me.' 

' I wiK, I do forgive you, my dear,' said she, ' if 

■ * forgiveness be a proper word for one whom yon 

* have rather made miserable than angry ; but let 

* me entreat you to banish for ever all such suspi- 
' cions from your mind. I hope Mrs. Ellison hath 

* not discovered the real cause of your passion; 

* but, poor woman, if she had, I am convinced it 

* would go no farther. Oh, Heavens ! I would 
' not for the world it should reach his lordship's 
' ears. You would lose the best friend that ever 

■' man had. — Nay, I would not for his own sake, 
■' poor man ! for I really believe it would affect 
' him greatly, and I must, I cannot help having aa 

* esteem for so much goodness. An esteem which, 

* by this dear hand,' said she, taking Booth's hand 
and kissing it, ' no man alive shall ever obtain by 
' making love to me.' 

Booth caught her in his arms and tenderly em- 
braced her. After which, the reconciliation soou 

■ became complete ; and Booth, in the contempla- 
tion of his happiness, entirely buried all his jea- 
lous thoughts. 
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CHAP. vir. 

A Chapter in xckick there is much Learning. 

M. HE next morning, whilst Booth was gone to 
take his morning walk, Amelia went down into 
Mrs. Ellison's apartment, where, though she was 
received with great civility, yet she found that- 
lady was not at all pleased with Mr. Booth; and 
by some hints which drnpt from her in convef- 
sation, Amelia very greatly apprehended that Mrs- 
Ellison had too much suspicion of her husband's 
real uneasiness. For that lady declared very 
openly, she could not help perceiving what sort 
of man Mr. Booth was : ' And though I have tlie- 
' greatest regard for you. Madam, in the world,' 
said she, ' yet I think myself in honour obliged 
* not to impose on his lordship, who, I know very 
' well, hath conceived his greatest liking to the 
' captain, on my telling him, that he was the best 
' husband in the world.' 

Amelia's fears gave her much disturbance ; and 
when lier husband returned, she acquainted him 
with them; upon which occasion, as it was na- 
tural, she resumed a little the topic of their former 
.discourse, nor could she help casting, though in 
very gentle terms, some slight blame on Booth, 
for having entertained a suspicion, which, she said, 
might in its consequence very possibly prove their 
ruin, and occasion the loss of his lordship's friend- 
. ship. 

Booth became highly affected with what his wife 
said, and the more, as he had just received a note 
from Colonel James, informing him that, the co- 
lonel had heard of a vacant company in the re- 
giment which Booth had mentioned to him, and 
uiat he had been with his lordship about it, who 
had promised to use his utmost interest to obtain 
him the command. 

The poor man now expressed the utmost coiicem 

DiailizMbyGoOgle 



AMELIA. 467 

for his yesterday's tehaviour, said, ' he believed 
' the devil had taken possession of hlin,' and con- 
cluded with crying out, ' Sure I was born, my 
' dearest creature, to be your torment.' 

Amelia no sooner saw her husband's distress, than 
she instantly forbore wliatever might seem likely to 
aggravate it, and appHed herself with all iier power 
to comfort him. ' If you will give me leave to offer 

* my advice, my dearest soul,' said she, ' I think 
' ail might yet be remedied. I think you know me 
' too well, to suspect that the desire of diversion 
' shouldinduceme to mention what I am now going 
■' to propose; and in that confidence, 1 will ask you 

' to let nie accept my lord's and Mrs. Ellison's offer, 
' and go to the masquerade. No matter how little 
' while 1 stay there; if you dtsht it, I will not be 
' an hour from you. I can make an hundred ex- 
' cases to come home, or tell a real truth, and say, 
' I am tired of the place. The bare going will cure 
' every thing.' 

Amelia hac no sooner done speaking, than Booth 
immediately approved her advice, and readily gave , 
his consent. He could not, however, help saying, 
' That the shorter her stay was there, the more 
' agreeable it would be to him; for you know, my 

* dear,' said he, ' I would never willingly be a 
' moment out of your sight.' 

In the afternoon, Amelia sent to invite Mrsi El- 
lison to a dish of tea ; and Booth undertook to 
laugh off all that had passed yesterday, in which 
attempt, the abundant good-humour of that lady 
gave him great hopes of success. 

Mrs. Bennet came that afternoon to make a visit, 
and was almost an hour witli Booth and Atnelia, 
before the entry of Mrs. Ellison. 

Mr. Bootli had hitherto rather disliked this young 
lady, and had wondered at the pleasure which Amelia 
<leclared she took in her company. This afternoon, 
however, he clianged his opinion, and liked lier al- 
piQSt as much as his wife had done. She did indeed 
H h 3 
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behave at this time with more than ordinary gaietj;. 
and good-humour gave a glow to her countenance 
that set olF her features, which were very pretty, to 
the best advantage^ and lessened the deadness that 
had usuaUy appeared in her complexion. 

But if Booth was now pleased with Mrs, Bennet, 
Amelia was still more pleased with her than ever,. 
For when their discourse turned on love, Ameha 
discovered that her new friend had all the same 
sentiments on that suhject with herself. In tlie 
course of their conversation, Booth gave Mrs. 
Bennet a hint of wishing her a good husband, 
upon which both the ladies declaimed against 
second marriages, with equal vehemence. 

Upon this occasion, Booth andhis wife discover- 
ed a talent in their visitant, to which they had been 
before entirely strangers, an'd for which they both 
greatly admired her; and this M'as that the lady 
was a good scholar, in'which, indeed, she had the 
advantage of poor Amelia, whose reading was con- 
fined to English plays and poetry; besides which,. 
I think, she had conversed oidy with the divinity 
of the great and learned Dr. Barrow, and with thff 
histories of the excellent bisliop Burnet. 

Amelia delivered herself on the subject of second 
marriages with much eloquence and great good 
sense; but when Mrs. Bennet came to give her 
opinion, she spoke iii the following manner: ' I, 

* shall not enter into the question concerning the 
'legality of bigamy. Our laws certainly allow 
' it, and so, I think, doth our religion.. We are 
' now debating only on the decency of it, and in 
■' this hghl, I own myself as strenuous an advo- 
' cate against it, as any lloman matron would have 
' been in those ages of the commonwealth, wh-^n 
' it was held to be infamous. For ray own 

* part, how great a paradox soever my opinion 
'may seem, I solemnly declare, I see but httle 
' difference between having two husbands at one 
' time, and at several times ; and. of this I am very 
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■* confident, that the same degree of love for a first 
'' husband, which preserves a woman in the one 
■"case, will preserve her in the other, Tliere is one 
' argument, tt'hich I scarce know how to deliver 
■* before you, Sir; but — ^if a woman hath lived with 

* her first husband without having children, I think 
■* it unpardonable in her to carry barrenness into a 
' second family. On the contrary, if she hath 

^ children .by her first husband, to give them a ' 
■* second father is stiU more tinpardonable.' 

* But suppose, Madam,' cries Booth, interrupting 
}ier, with a smile, * she should have had cluldreu 
"* by her first husband, and have lost them,' 

' That is a case,' answered she, with a sigh, 
■* which I did not desire to think of, and, I must 
' own it, the mostfavourable light in which a second 

* marriage can be seen. But the scriptures, as Pe- 
' trarch observes, rather suffer them than com- 
' mend them; and St. Jerom speaks against them 
' with the utmost bitterness.' — 'I remember,' cries 
Booth, (who was willing either to shew his learn- 
ing, or to draw out the lady's) 'a very wise law of 
' Charondas the famous lawgiver of Thurium, by 
' which men, who married a second time, were re- 
■* moved from all public councils; for it was scarce 
' reasonable to suppose, that he who was so great 
' a fool in his own family, should be wise in public 
^ affairs: And though second marriages were per- 
' mitted among the Romans, yet they were at the 
' same time discouraged ; and those Roman widows 
' who refused them, were held in high esteem, and 
' honoured with what Valerius Maximus calls the 

* Corona Pudicitite. In the noble family of Ca- 
' milli, there was not, in many ages, a single in-^ 
' stance of this, which Martial calls adultery : 

' Qua totiet nubit, nan nubit^ adultera lege est.' 

' True, Sir,' says Mrs. Bennet, ' and Virgil calls 
' this a violatiott of chastity, and makes Dido 
^speak of it with the. utmost detestation; . 
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♦ Sed mih! vel Telius optem prias ima deUscat ; 

' Vel Pater omnipolem adigat toe fvlmiiie ad wnhras^ 
' Pallenles umbras Erebi, noctemque }>rof'uadam, 
' Ante, pudor, quam tt vioh, aul tiia jura resolvo. 

* Ille »uos,primuin qui ni£ sihijunxil, amores, 

' Ille haheat semper secam, servetijue Sepulchro,' 

She repeated these liues with so strong an em- 

Ehasis, that she almost frightened Anietia out of 
er wils, and not a Uttle staggered Booth, who 
was himself no contemptihie scholar — He ex- 
pressed great admiration of the lady's learning; 
upon which she said it was all the tbrtutie given 
her by her father, and all the dower left her by 
her husband ; ' and sometimes,' said she, ' I am in- 

* clined to think I enjoy more pleasure from it, 

* than if they had bestowed on me what the world 
' would in general call more valuable.' — She then 
took occasion, from the surprise which Booth had 
affected to conceive at her repeating Latin with 
so good a grace, to comment on that great absur- 
dity (for so she termed it) of excluding women 
from learning ; for which they were equally quaU^ 
fied with the men, and in which so many had 
made so notable a proficiency; for a proof of 
which, she mentioned Madam Dacier, and many 
others. 

Though' both Booth and Ameliaoutwartlly con- 
curred with her sentiments, it may be a question 
whether they did not assent rather oiitofcora-r 
plaisance, than from their real judgement. 



CHAP. VIII. 



Containing fome unaccountable Behaviour in 
Mrs, tllUson. 

IVlRS. Ellison made her entrance at the end of 
the preceding discourse. At her first appearance, 
she put on an unusual degree of formality and r6» 



serve; but when Amelia had acquainted her that 
she designed to accept the favour intended her, she 
soon began to alter the gravity of her muscles, and 
presently fell in with that ridicule which Booth 
thought proper to throw -on his yesterday's be- 
haviour. 

The conversation now became very lively and 
pleasant, in which Booth having mentioned the 
discourse that passed in the last chapter, and hav- 
ing greatly complimented Mrs. Bennet's speech on 
that occasion, Mrs. Ellison, who was as strenuous 
an advocate on the other side, began to rally that 
lady extremely, declaring it was a certain sign she 
intended to marry again soon. ' Married ladies,' 
cries she, ' I believe, sometimes think themselves 
' in earnest in such declarations, though they are 
' oftener perhaps meant as compliments to their 
' husbands; but when Avidows exclaim loudly a- 
' gainst second marriages, I would always lay a 
' wager, that the man, if not the wedding-day, is 
'absolutely fixed on.' 

Mrs. Bennet made very little answer to this sar- 
casm. Indeed, she had scarce opened her lips from 
the time of Mrs. Ellison's coming into the room, 
and had grown particularly grave at the mention 
of the masquerade. Amelia imputed this to her be- 
ing left out of the party, a matter which is oftea 
no small mortification to human pride, and in a 
whisper asked Mrs. Ellison, if she could not pro- 
cure a third ticket; to which she received an 
absolute negative. 

During the whole time of Mrs. Bennet's stay, 
which was above an hour afterwards, she remained 
perfectly silent, and looked extremely melancholy, 
Tliis made Amelia very uneasy, as she concluded 
she had guessed the cause of her vexation. In 
which opinion she was the more confirmed, from 
certain looks of no very pleasant kind, which Mrs, 
Bennet now and then cast on Mrs. Ellison, and 
the more than ordinary concern that appeared in 

-.'.oogle 



47£ AMELIA. 

the former lady's countenance, whenever the mas^ 
querade was mentioned, and which, unfortunately, 
was the piincipal topic of their discourse; for 
Mrs. EUison gave a very elaborate description of 
the extreme beauty of the place, and elegance of 
the diversion. 

" When Mrs. Bennet was departed, Amelia could 
not help again soliciting Mrs. Ellison for another 
ticket, declaring she was certain Mrs. Bennet had 
a great inclination to go with them; but Mrs. EU 
lison again excused herself from asking it of his 
lordship, 'Besides, Madam,' says she, 'if I would 

* go thither with Mrs. Bennet, which, I own to 
' you, I don't chusc, as she is a person whom no- 

* body knows, I very much doubt whether she her- 
' self would like it ; for she is a woman of a very 

* unaccountable turn. All her delight lies in books; 

* and, as for public diversions, I have heard her 
' often declare her abhorrence of them.' 

' What then,' said Amelia, ' could occasion all 

* that gravity, from the moment the masquerade 
' was mentioned?' 

' As to that,' answered the other, ' there is no 

* guessing. You have seen her altogether as grave 

* before now. She hath had these fits of gravity at 
' times ever since the death of her husband.' 

'Poor creature!' cries Amelia, '1 heartily pity 
' her ; for she must certainly suiFer a great deal 
' on these occasions. I declare I have taken a 
' strange fancy to her.' 

' Perhaps you would not like herso well, if, you 
' knew her thoroughly,' answered Mrs. Ellison, — 
' She is, upon the whole, but of a whimsical tem- 
' per ; and, if you will takemy opinion, you should 
' not cultivate too much intimacy with her. I know 

* you will never mention what I say ; but she is like 
' some pictures which please best at a distance,' 

Amelia did not seem to agree with these senti- 
ments, and she greatly importuned Mrs. Ellison to 
be more explicit, but to no purpose; she contipu^c) 
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to give only dark hints to Mrs. Bennet's disadvan- 
tage ; and, if ever she let drop something a little- 
too harsh, she failed not immediately to contradict 
herself, by throwing some gentle commendations 
into the othej' scale ; so that her conduct appeared 
utterly unaccountable to' Amelia, and, upon the 
whole, she knew not whether to conclude Mrs. El- 
lison to be a friend or enemy to Mrs. Bennet. 

During this latter conversation, Booth was not 
in the room ; for he had been summoned down 
stairs by the sergeant, who came to him with news 
from Murphy, w;hom he had met that evening, 
and who assured th? sergeant, that if he was de- 
sirous of recoveiing the debt, and which he had 
hefore pretended to ha,ve on Booth, he might 
shortly have an opportunity ; for that there was to 
be a very strong petition to the board, the next 
time they sat. Murphy said further, That he need 
not fear having his money; for that to his certain 
knowledge the captain had several things of great 
value, and even hi» children had gold watches. 

This greatly alarmed Booth, and still more, when 
the sergeant reported to hini from Murphy, that 
all these things had been seen, in his possession 
within a day last past. He now plainly perceived, 
as he thought, that Murphy himself, or one of his 
emissaries, had been the supposed madman ; and 
he now very well accounted to himself in his own 
mind, for all that had happened, conceiving that 
tJie design was to examine into the state of his 
effects, and to try whether it was worth his cre- 
ditors while to plunder him by law. 

At his return to his apartment, he commonicated 
what he had heard to Amelia and Mrs. Ellison, 
not disguising his apprehensions of the enemy's 
intentions; but Mrs. Ellison endeavoured to laugh 
liim ^out of his fears, calling him faint-hearted, 
and assuring him he might depend on her lawyer. 
— 'Till you hear from him,' said she, 'you may 
'^rest entirely cqntented ; for, take my word for 
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' it, no danger can happen to you, of \vhicli you 
' will not be timely apprised by him. And as for 
' the fellow that had the impudence to come into 

* your room, if he was sent on such an errand as 
' you mention, i heartily wish I had been at home ; 
' I would have secured him safe with a constable, 

* and have carried him directly before justice 
' Thresher. I know the justice is an enemy to 
' bailiffs, on his own account.' 

, This heartening speech a little roused the cou- 
rage of Booth, and somewhat comforted Amelia, 
though the spirits of both hath been too much 
hurried, to suffer them cither to give or receive 
much entertainment that evening; which Mrs. 
Ellison perceiving, soon took her leave, and left 
this unhappy couple to seek relief from sleep, tliat 
powerful fiiend to Uie distressed, though, like 
other powerful friends, he is not always ready to 
give his assistance to those who want it most. 



CHAP. IX. 

Containing a very strange Incident. 

When the husband and wife were alone, 
they again talked over the news which the sergeant 
had brought ; on which occasion, Amelia did all , 
she could to conceal her own fears, and to quiet 
those of her husl»and. At last she turned the con- 
versation to another subject, and poor Mrs. Ben- 
net was brought on the carpet. ' I should be 
' sorry,' cries Amelia, to find I had conceived an 
' affection for a bad woman ; and yet I begin to 
' fear Mrs. Ellison knows something of her more 
' than she cares to discover ; why else should she 
* be unwilling to be seen with her in public? Be- 
' sides, I have observed that Mrs. LlUson hath 
' been always backward to introduce her to me, 
' nor wouldever bring her tomy apartment, thougt; 
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* 1 have often desired Iier. Nay, she hath given 
'.me frequent hints not to cultivate the acquain- 
' tance. What do you think, my dear? — I shoukl 
' be very sorry to contract an intimacy with a 

* wicked person.' 

' Nay, my dear,' cries Booth, * I know no more 

* of her, nor indeed hardly so much as yourself; 
' But this I think, that if Mrs. Ellison knows any 
' reason why she should not have introduced Mrs. 
' Bennet into your company, she was very much 

* in the wrong in introducing her into it' 

In discourses of this kind they past the remain- ■ 
der of the evening^. In the morning Booth rose 
early, and going down stairs received from little 
Betty a sealed note, which contained the follov- 
jng words; 

Beware, beware, beware, 
For I apprehend a dreadful snare 
Is laid for virtuous innocence. 
Under a friend's false pre^nce. 

Booth immediately inquired of the girl who 
brought this note? and was told, it came by a 
chairman, who, having delivered it, departed 
without saying a word. 

He was extremely staggered at what he read, 
and presently referred the advice to the same affair 
on which he had received those hints from Atkin- 
son the preceding evening; but when he came to 
consider the words more maturely, he could not so 
welt reconcile the two last lines of this poetical 
epistle, if it may be so called, with any danger 
which the law gave him reason to apprehend. 
Mr. JVIurphy and his gang could not well be said 
to attack either his innocence or virtue ; nor did 
they attack him under any colour or pretence of 
friendship- 
After much deliberation on this matter, a very 
strange suspicion came into his head ; and this was, 
that he was betraj-ed by Mrs. Ellison. He had for 
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some time conceived no vcryhigh opinion &f tluU: 
good gentlewoman, and he noiv began to suspect 
that she was bribed to betray him. By this means 
he thought he could best account tor the strange 
appearance of the supposed niadman. And when 
this conceit once had birth in his mind, several 
circumstances nourished and improved it. Among 
these, were her jocose behaviour and raillery on 
that occasion, and her attempt to ridicule his tears 
from the message which tlie sergeant had brought 
him. 

This suspicion was indeed prepostemus, and not 
at all warranted by, or eveti consistent with, the 
character and whole behaviour of" Mrs. Ellison, 
but it was the only one which at that time sug- 
gested itself to his mind; and however hlameable 
it might be, it was certainly not unnatural in him 
to entertain it; for so great a tormeat is anxiety 
to the human mind, that we always endeavour to 
relieve ourselves from it, by guess£*s, however 
doubtful or uncertain ; on all which occasions, 
disHlce and hatred are tlie surest guides to lead 
our suspicion to its object. 

When Amelia rose to breakfast, Booth produced 
the note which he had received, saying, ' My dear, 

* you have so often blamed me for keeping secrets 
' from you, and I have so often, indeed, endea- 
^ voured to conceal secrets of this kind from you 
' with such ill success, that, I think, 1 shall never 
' moreattempt it' Amelia read the letter hastily, 
and seemed not a little discomposed, then turning 
to Booth with a very disconsolate countenance, 
she said, ' Sure fortune takes a delight in terrify- 

* ing us! what can be the meaning of this r' — Then 
fixing her eyes attentively on the paper, she pe- 
rused it for some time, till Booth cried ' How 

' is it possible, my Emily, you can read such stuff 

* patiently! the verses are certainly as had as ever 

* were written.' ' I was trying, my dear,' answered 
. she, ' to recollect the hajud ; for I will take my 
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* oatTi, I have seen it before, and tbat very lately, 
' and suddenly she cried out with great emotion, 
^ I remember it perfectly now — It is Mrs. Benncf* 

* band. Mrs. Ellison shewed me a letter from lier 

* but a day or two ago. It is a very remarkable 
' hand, and I am positive it is ber's.' 

' If it be her's,' cries Booth, ' what can she pos- 
' sibly mean by the latter part of her caution? sure 

* Mrs. Ellison hath no intention ta betray us.' 

' I know not what she means,' answered Ame- 
lia, '.but I am resolved to know iilimediately; for I 
' am certain of the hand. By the greatest luck in 

* the world, she told me yesterday where her lodg- 

* ings were, wlien she pressed me exceedingly Xo 
' come and see her. Slie lives but a very few doors 
' from us, and I will go to her this moment.' 

Booth made not tlie least objection to his wife's 
design. His curiosity was, indeed, as great as her's, 
and so was his impatience to satisfy it, though be 
mentioned not this his impatience to Amelia; ami 
perhaps it had been well for him if he had. 

Amelia, therefore, presently equipped herself in 
her walking dress, and leaving her children to the 
care of her husband, made ail possible haste to 
Mrs. Bcnnet's lodgings. 

Amelia waited near five minutes at Mrs. Benn'ef* 
door, before any one came lo open it; at length, 
a maid-servant appeared, who being asked if Mrs, 
Bennetwas at home, answered with some confusion 
in her countenance, tbat she did not kno-w ; 'but, 
' M:tdam,' said she, 'if you will send up your name, 
' I will go and see,' Amelia then told her name; 
and the wench, after staying a considerable time, 
returned and acquainted her that Mrs. Benuct was 
at home. She was then ushered into a parlour, and 
told that the lady would wait on her presently. 

In this parlour, Amelia cooled her heels, as tlie 
phrase is, near a quarter of an liour. She seemed, 
indeed, at this time, in the miserable situation of 
one of those poor wretches, who make their moru- 
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ing visits to the great, to solicit favours, or per- 
haps to solicit the paymeDt of a debt; for both 
are alike treated as beggars, and the latter some- 
times considered as the more troublesome beggars 
of the two. 

During her stay here, Amelia observed the house 
to be in great confusion; a great bustle was heard 
above stairs, and the maid tan up and down several 
times in a great hurry. 

At length Mrs. Bennet herself came in. She was 
greatly disordered in^lier looks, and liad, as the wo- 
men call it, huddled on her clothes in much haste; 
for in truth, she was in bed when Amelia first came. 
Of this fact she informed her, as the only apology 
she could make for having caused her to wait so 
Jong for her company. 

Amelia veiy readily accepted her apology, but 
asked her with a smile, if these early hours were 
usual with her? Mrs. Bennet turned as red as 
scarlet at the question, and answered, * No, in- 
' deed, dear Madam. 1 am for the most part, a 

* very early riser; but I happened accidentally to 
' sit up very late last night. I am sure I had little 
' expectation of your intending me such a favour 
' this morning.' 

Amelia looking very stedfastly at her, said : ' Is 

* it possible, Madam, you should think such a note 
' as this would raise no curiosity in me?' She then 
gave her the note, askiug her, if she did not know 
the hand ? 

Mrs. Bennet appeared in the utmost surprise and 
confusion at this instant. Indeed, if Amelia had 
conceived but the slightest suspicion before, the 
behaviour of the lady \iould have been a sufficient 
confirmation to her of the truth. She waited not, 
therefore, for an answer, which, indeed, the other 
seemed in no haste to give; but conjured her in 
the most earnest manner, to explain to her the 
meaning of so extraordinary an act of friendship; 
, For, so,' said she, ' I esteem it; being convinced 
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* you must have sufficient reason for the warning 
' you have given me.' 

Mis. Bennet, after some hesitation, answered ; 
' I need not, 1 believe, tell you how much I am 
' surprised at what you have shewn me, and the 
' chief reason of my surprise is, how you came to 

* discover my hand. Sure, Madam, you have not 
' shewn it to Mrs. Ellison.' 

Amelia declared she had not; but desired she 
would question her no farther. ' What signifies how 
' I discovered it, since your hand it certainly is ?' 

' I own it is,' cries Mrs. Bennet, recovering her 
spirits ; ' and since you have not shewn it to that 
' woman, I am satisfied, I begin to guess how 
' whence you might have your information ; but 
' no matter, I wish I had never done any thing of 
' which I ought to be more ashamed — No one can, 
' I think, justly accuse uie of a crime on that ac- 

* count; and I thank Heaven, my shame will never 
,' be directed by the false opinion of the world. — 
' Perhaps it was wrong to shew my letter; buf whea 
' I consider all circumstances, I can forgive it.' 

' Since you have guessed the truth,' said Amelia, 
" I am not obliged to deny it. She, indeed, shewed 
' me your letter ; but I am sure you have not the, 
' least reason to be ashamed of it. On the contrary, 
:* your behaviour on so melancholy an occasion was 

* highly praise worthy; and your bearing up under 

* such afflictions, as the loss of a husband in so dread- 

* ful a situation, was truly great and heroical.' 

* So Mrs. Kliison then hath shewn you my let- 

* terr' cries Mrs. Bennet eagerly. 

' Why, did not you guess it yourself?' answered 
Amelia, ' otherwise I am sure I have betrayed my 

* honour in mentioning it. I hope you have not 
' drawn me inadvertently into any breach of my 

* promise. Did you not assert, and that with ah 
' absolute certainty, that you knew she had shewn 
' me your letter, and that you was not angry -with 
' her for jjo doing?' 
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' I am so confused,' replied Mrs. Behiie^ * thsU 
' I scarce know what I say; yes, yes, I remeiriber 
' I did say so 1 wish I had no greater reason 

* to be angry with her than that' 

' For Heaven's sake,' cries Amelia, ' do not de- 

* lay my request any longer; whaj: -you say now 

* greatly increases my curiosity; and my mind will 
' be on the rack till you discover your whole mean- 
' ing; for I am more and more convinced, that 
' something of the utmost importance was the pur- 
' port of your message.' 

' Of the utmost importance, indeed,' criesMrs. 
Bennet, ' at least you will own my apprehensions 
' were sufficiently well founded — O gracious Hea- 
' ven ! how happy shall I think myself, if I should 
' have proved your preservation ! I will, indeed, 
' explain my meaning; but, in order to disclose all 

* my fears in their just colours, I must unfold my 
' whole history to you. Can you have patience, 

* Madam, to Usten to the story of the most unfor- 

* tunate of women ?' 

Amelia assured her of the highest attention ; 
and Mrs. Bennet soon after began to relate what 
is written in the seventh book of this history. 



END OF THE EIGHTH VOLUME. 
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